
Sustainable World 
INTS 210 004, 4 Credits  

Fridays 10:30 AM - 1:10 PM, Peterson Hall 1106 
 

Instructor 

Sharon Spradling 

sspradli@gmu.edu 

Enterprise 412, Office hours by appointment      

 

Textbook 

There is no textbook for this class: all required readings for this class are available on the course Blackboard 

page. 

   

Course Description 
This is a core course for George Mason University’s Environmental & Sustainability Studies major and the 

Sustainability Studies Minor. It is also a Mason Green Leaf course and satisfies the Mason Core Natural 

Science with Lab requirement. We will focus on understanding the basic issues in the natural sciences and 

social sciences that underlie many of the world’s current environmental problems.  We will also consider ethical 

matters, such as equity, as they pertain to global resource consumption, pollution, and climate change.  

 

This course includes 3 credits for class time and an additional 1 credit for the sustainability-related experiential 

learning component. Our time in the classroom as a learning community will combine discussion of readings 

and current events, mini-lectures, group projects, and active, inquiry-based learning. You will earn one credit of 

experiential learning through a combination of service learning and field experiences. Assignments and course 

activities are designed to help you understand the scholarly field of sustainability studies and build a solid 

foundation of research abilities in this field. 

 

Learning Objectives 
By the completion of the course, the successful student will be able to: 

 Describe the major environmental problems facing the world, the causes of these problems, and 

potential solutions.  

 Analyze the economic, social, and moral implications of global resource use. 

 Define sustainability and describe methods of assessing sustainability.  

In addition, successful students will progress toward mastery of the following Students as Scholars discovery-

level outcomes: 

 Distinguish between personal beliefs and evidence. 

 Articulate how sustainability scholarship influences society. 

 Evaluate the credibility of source information. 

 Understand research methods used in sustainability studies. 

 Understand how knowledge is transmitted within sustainability studies, from sustainability studies to 

other disciplines, and to the public. 

Experiential Learning 

You will earn one experiential learning credit in this class by completing 20 hours of sustainability-related 

service learning (on campus or off campus) and attending a course field trip (dates and locations to be 

announced later). You must complete the Experiential Learning requirement to earn a passing grade for this 

course. 

 

 

 

mailto:sspradli@gmu.edu
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Required Work 

 Directed Writings/Assignments (150 points), 60% of final grade) 

These writings will be in response to prompts related to our class reading and discussions.  Detailed 

instructions for each writing will be posted on Blackboard.   

 

 Group Community Sustainability Project (100 points, 10% of final grade) 

Groups of students will design a project that has the potential to promote sustainability goals within our 

community. Groups will present their proposed solutions to the class and may not show videos. 

 

 Individual Presentation on Sustainability Solutions (100 points, 10% of final grade) 

Each student will select an article that portrays a single solution to a sustainability problem and lead a 

10-minute class discussion about that topic on their assigned day.  We will choose preferred dates on the 

first day of class. Presentations may not include Powerpoint/Prezi slides or videos. 

 

 Participation (200 points, 20% of final grade) 

You are expected to come to class and be fully engaged in every class activity.  This means coming to 

class on time and prepared, speaking and listening during discussions, and raising relevant questions.  

Participation will also help you prepare for your midterm and final exam essays and will count for 100 

points. 

Each student will start with 100 free points for attendance, and I will deduct 10 points for each missed 

class.  If you are sick or have a family emergency, email me BEFORE class or it will be an unexcused 

absence and you will lose 10 points.  For prolonged illness, please provide a doctor’s note. 

 

Grading Scale 

A 900-1000 points or 90-100%  

B 800-899 points or 80-89%  

C 700-799 points or 70-79%   

D 600-699 points or 60-69%   

F Below 600 points or below 60%  

Note: your degree program may require a C or better in this class. Beginning fall 2018, there is a limit of 

three graded attempts for any course. A W does not count as a graded attempt. Please see AP. 1.3.4 in the 

University Catalog and consult with your academic advisor if you have any questions. 

 

Late Work 

All assignments must be submitted to Blackboard before the beginning of class on the due date.  Late work will 

be reduced one grade per day.  No work will be accepted over 4 days late (including weekends).   

 

Blackboard and Mason Email 

Paper use is one of many important elements of campus sustainability, and we will use Blackboard system to 

minimize paper use. Assignments, readings and other course materials are all posted on Blackboard, and each 

student is responsible for checking Blackboard on a daily basis.  

Mason faculty may only correspond with students through assigned Mason email accounts (your 

masonlive.gmu.edu account), so I will not answer emails sent from other accounts. 

 

Use of Laptops and Smartphones 

You are welcome to use your laptop or smartphone in class for class-related purposes such as taking notes or 

researching topics during group work. Do not use your electronics for purposes not related to class such as 

Snapchat, Instagram, Facebook, shopping at DSW, etc. Inappropriate use of laptops/smartphones during class 

will negatively affect your participation grade. 
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Honor Code 

When you enrolled in this course, you agreed to abide by Mason’s Honor Code, which has clear guidelines 

regarding academic integrity. Three fundamental and simple principles to follow at all times are that:  

(1) all work submitted must be your own.  Work created for other classes cannot be turned in for credit 

in this course, and if you refer to an idea you developed for a previous class you must cite yourself! 

(2) when using the work or ideas of others, including students, give credit through accurate citations;  

(3) if you are uncertain about the ground rules on a particular assignment, ask for clarification.  

Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, paraphrased material or factual information from another 

person or source without giving the person credit. For this class you will use in-text citations and a reference list 

in the APA citation style for every assignment. A simple listing of books or articles is not sufficient. Plagiarism 

is the equivalent of intellectual theft and will not be tolerated in the academic setting.  

All submitted work will be screened for originality using SafeAssign – for more information see 

https://www.blackboard.com/safeassign/index.html. 

 

Diversity and Inclusion 

The School of Integrative Studies is an intentionally inclusive community that celebrates diversity and strives to 

have faculty, staff and students that reflect the diversity of our plural society. We do not discriminate on the 

basis of race, class, linguistic background, religion, gender identity, sex, sexual orientation, ethnicity, age, or 

physical ability.  Please be respectful of your classmates during all class activities. 

 

Mandatory Reporting of Sexual Assault, Interpersonal Violence, and Stalking  

As a faculty member, I am designated as a “Responsible Employee,” and must report all disclosures of 

sexual assault, interpersonal violence, and stalking to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per University Policy 

1412. You may seek assistance from Mason’s Title IX Coordinator, Jennifer Hammat, by calling 703-993-

8730 or email cde@gmu.edu. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, please contact one of 

Mason’s confidential resources, such as Student Support and Advocacy Center (SSAC) at 703-993-3686 

or Counseling and Psychology Services (CAPS) at 703-993-2380. The 24-hour Sexual and Intimate Partner 

Violence Crisis Line for Mason is 703-380-1434. 

 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

Any student with a temporary or permanent disability who needs academic accommodations should contact 

Disability Services at ods@gmu.edu or 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through 

that office. 

 

 

 

https://www.blackboard.com/safeassign/index.html
https://diversity.gmu.edu/title-ix/what-title-ix
https://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/reporting-of-clery-act-crimes-andor-prohibited-sexual-conduct/
https://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/reporting-of-clery-act-crimes-andor-prohibited-sexual-conduct/
mailto:cde@gmu.edu
https://ssac.gmu.edu/faculty-and-staff/
https://caps.gmu.edu/
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Sustainable World Course Schedule (dates subject to change) 
 

Date Today’s Topic  What’s Due? (see Blackboard for updated info) 

1/25 Introduction  Select individual presentation dates 

 Select service learning sites 

2/1 Campus Sustainability 

 
 Office of Sustainability presentation  

 Introduce group project assignment 

 Finalize service learning site assignments 

2/8 Sustainability—History 

and Frameworks 
 Individual presentations on sustainability solutions 

2/15 

 

Ecological Footprint   Directed writing due 

 Complete your ecological footprint and bring it to class 

 Individual presentations on sustainability solutions 

2/22 

 

Global Population 

Growth  

 

 Directed writing due 

 Individual presentations on sustainability solutions 

3/1 

 

Energy & Climate 

Change 

 

 Directed writing due 

 Individual presentations on sustainability solutions 

 

3/8 Energy & Climate 

Change 
 Directed writing due 

 Individual presentations on sustainability solutions 

3/15 SPRING BREAK No class 

3/22 Species Diversity  

 
 Directed writing due 

 Individual presentations on sustainability solutions 

 Group presentation on community sustainability project 

3/29 Food 

 
 Individual presentations on sustainability solutions 

 Group presentation on community sustainability project 

4/5 Design 

 
 Directed writing due 

 Individual presentations on sustainability solutions 

 Group presentation on community sustainability project 

4/12 Water  Individual presentations on sustainability solutions 

 Group presentation on community sustainability project 

4/19 Social & Economic 

Justice  

 

 Service learning timesheets due  

 Individual presentations on sustainability solutions 

 Group presentation on community sustainability project 

 

4/26 Media, Communication, 

Behavior Change 
 Directed writing due 

 Individual presentations on sustainability solutions 

 Group presentation on community sustainability project 

5/3 Last Class 

 
 Submit final exam on BlackBoard - you may use & cite all 

readings/notes 

 


