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Course Description
This course will offer an introduction to some of the historical and contemporary theoretical debates that have helped to shape the interdisciplinary fields of lesbian and bisexual studies. During the course of the semester, we will pay particularly close attention to the ways in which lesbian and bisexual theories intersect with other interdisciplinary areas of thought, including feminist and queer theories, psychoanalysis and poststructuralist theory, disability theory, critical race theory, and theories of transnationalism and globalization. Specific topics we will address include the following: intersections of race, gender, class, and nationality in the formation of lesbian and bisexual subjectivities; lesbian historiography and methods; lesbian and bisexual representation in the media; and lesbian and bisexual identities in a transnational frame.
Required Texts

· Evelyn Blackwood, Falling into the Lesbi World: Desire and Difference in Indonesia (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2010) 
· Kelly Hankin, Girls in the Backroom: Looking at the Lesbian Bar (University of Minnesota Press, 2002)

· Elizabeth Lapovsky Kennedy and Madeline Davis, Boots of Leather, Slippers of Gold: The History of a Lesbian Community (New York and London: Routledge, 1993)
· Jeanette Winterson, Written on the Body (1993)
· Additional readings will be available online through Blackboard.

The required texts are available for purchase through the campus bookstore. Alternatively, you may purchase the course texts through any other bookstore or online retailer. 

Undergraduate Course Requirements

· Class attendance and participation:  25% 
· One in class presentation on the assigned readings:  20%

· One 5 page paper based on the assigned readings:  20%
· Short abstract and bibliography for final research paper: 5%
· A final research paper (9-12 pages) on any issue relating to lesbian and/or bisexual theory, due on December 10 (via email):  30%

Graduate Course Requirements

· Class attendance and participation: 30% (including one in class 25-30 minute presentation on the assigned readings)

· One 6-8 page analytical essay:  20%

· Annotated bibliography for the final research paper:  10%

· A final research paper (18-25 pages) on any issue relating to lesbian, bisexual and/or queer theory, due on December 10 (via email):  40%

NOTE: Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the assigned date. Any papers submitted after the due date will be subject to a late penalty. 

Incompletes will not be awarded, except in cases of severe illness.

Attendance and Participation

Attendance: your daily presence is critical to the success of the class. I take attendance daily, using a sign-in sheet (if you are late for class, make sure that you sign the sheet after class). An excused absence requires proper documentation (i.e. a doctor’s note or written proof of participation in a University or work-related event). If you are more than 20 minutes late for class, your lateness will be considered ½ an absence. You are responsible for making up missed work and obtaining any materials that are handed out during the missed class. Be aware that repeated unexcused absences will impact your participation grade. 

Participation: participation means coming to class ready and prepared to make an active contribution to our discussions. In class participation consists of all in class work (i.e. participation, class discussions, informal presentations, group work, writing, and quizzes). Please print off a copy of all the assigned readings for each day and bring them with you to class. It is absolutely vital for your participation in this course that you bring hard copies of the readings with you to class each day; repeated failure to bring the appropriate materials with you to class will affect your participation grade. 

Undergraduate Presentations
You will do the in class presentation on a topic to be assigned early in the semester. Each presentation should be 12-15 minutes in length.
Undergraduate Papers

You will write one 5 page paper which will respond to an essay prompt and/or series of questions related to the assigned readings and one final research-based paper. Essay prompts for the papers will include more detailed instructions and grading criteria. Additional research is not required for this paper, although it could prove useful for your argument. The final paper must utilize at least two of the course readings and five outside sources, using MLA citation style. An assignment sheet for the final paper will be distributed later in the semester.

The Writing Center on campus can also help you with your written assignments. For more information see: http://writingcenter.gmu.edu
For Graduate Students:

This course follows a standard seminar format. Students are expected to attend class and contribute to each week’s discussion of the readings. More than one absence from class requires makeup work in the form of a four-page essay on the literature for the missed class. This work cannot count toward the student’s short essay.

Class participation includes general participation in class discussion, leading class sessions, peer feedback on proposals and a presentation of a research proposal. In order to facilitate widespread discussion, students should come prepared with at least 2-3 questions for each class. Class participation also includes discussing research projects and providing peer feedback for proposals.

Leading class discussion: Students assigned to the same day may collaborate on how to present the readings and the class discussion. Students should summarize the argument for the readings and then ask questions based on the thesis and supporting evidence. Students should prepare a minimum of 4-5 questions in all.

Analytical essay: Students will write one short paper analyzing the readings of one class session. In addition to examining the authors’ arguments, students may structure their essay in the following ways: What are the differences and commonalities in the themes and arguments across the literature? How well does the evidence support the argument or thesis? How do the themes and arguments of the literature fit in with other course readings? What are other approaches or questions that arise from the literature? The paper is due a week after the class of choice discussion. 


Proposal and annotated bibliography: you should use at least 12-15 scholarly sources for the final research paper. 

On October 29 students will provide me with a hard copy of their research proposal and annotated bibliography.

On November 26 and December 3 undergraduate and graduate students will discuss their research projects.

For the research proposal and annotated bibliography, students should include the following information as thoroughly as possible given the amount of research conducted.

1. State the thesis or the question(s) you want to explore in your paper. What do you hope to get out of your research? Your thesis statement should be analytical, displaying your intention of making an argument related to a specific topic. Your paper should not just be descriptive but should focus on asking questions of your topic that address issues of efficacy, tactics, strategy, bias, methodology, etc. related to a particular problem or issue.

2. Explain the importance of the theoretical topic. Why is this topic worthy of research? What is the public concern with this issue? What conclusions do you expect to reach?

3. Write an annotated bibliography of at least ten scholarly sources. Summarize the text and then state how you believe it will help you with your research. Annotations should be brief, written in short paragraph form. 

Late or Missing Work

Assignments are due as indicated above and/or as announced in class. You must complete all the assignments listed above to pass this class. Late assignments will be penalized by 20% for each day that they are late. 

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity

All the work you submit in this course must have been written for this course and must originate with you in form and in content and with all sources fully and specifically acknowledged. In this course, the normal penalty for a violation of the code is an “F” for the term. Violations may also subject you to disciplinary action including the following: receiving a failing grade on an assignment; receiving a notation of a violation of academic integrity on your transcript; or being suspended from the University. You have the right to appeal any charges. For further information about the University’s policy regarding academic integrity see: http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm
Collaborative work of the following kinds is authorized in this course: peer review and critique of students’ essays by one another and, when approved by the instructor in particular cases, collaborative projects by pairs of students. 

University Policies

I respect and uphold University policies and regulations pertaining to the observation of religious holidays; assistance available to the physically handicapped, visually and/or hearing impaired student; plagiarism; sexual harassment; and racial or ethnic discrimination. All students are advised to become familiar with the respective University regulations and are encouraged to bring any questions or concerns to my attention.

Students With Disabilities

Disabilities will be accommodated in conjunction with the Office of Disability Resources. If you think you have a qualified disability and need special accommodations, you should notify me and request verification of eligibility for accommodations from the Office of Disability Resources as soon as possible. You will need to contact the office at 703-993-2472.

Instructor-Student Interaction
Please take advantage of my office hours or schedule alternative times to see me if those hours don’t work for you, especially when you are writing papers. I am happy to speak with students about any aspect of the course. You may also e-mail me with any questions and comments about the course. Don’t, however, use e-mail as a substitute for coming to office hours. If you have substantive questions or comments, please come and see me.


Women and Gender Studies Commitment to Diversity Statement
The Women and Gender Studies program seeks to create a learning environment that fosters respect for people across identities. We welcome and value individuals and their differences, including gender expression and identity, race, economic status, sex, sexuality, ethnicity, national origin, first language, religion, age and ability. We encourage all members of the learning environment to engage with the material personally, but to also be open to exploring and learning from experiences different than their own.
Women and Gender Studies at George Mason

The Women and Gender Studies Program offers an interdisciplinary minor to undergraduate students. This is a 21-credit minor that works well with most majors and can be structured to fit your interests. Feminist scholarship has influenced many disciplines and the minor provides students with the tools necessary to engage with issues of gender, race, sexuality and class in various texts and contexts. 

The Women and Gender Studies Center is located in the Johnson Center, Room 240K. The Women and Gender Studies Center organizes a variety of lectures, workshops, and activities relevant to campus life throughout the academic year. They also have a collection of over 1000 books relevant to Gender Studies, which students may check out with their George Mason ID card. 

You can learn about the Women and Gender Studies Minor and the Women’s Center at: http://www.gmu.edu/acadexcel/findex.html
*
*
*

Syllabus—Subject to Change
Week 1: Introduction

M Aug. 27
Introductions, course overview
Week 2: Lesbian and Bisexual Theories: An Overview

M Sept. 10
Adrienne Rich (1980), “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence” (Blackboard)
Monique Wittig (1985), “One is Not Born a Woman” (Blackboard)
Cheryl Clarke (1986), “Lesbianism: An Act of Resistance” (Blackboard)

Audre Lorde (1986), “The Uses of the Erotic, or the Erotic as Power” (Blackboard)
Judith Butler (1991), “Imitation and Gender Insubordination” (Blackboard)




Clare Hemmings (2002), “Bisexual Landscapes” (Blackboard)
Week 3: Intersectional and Transnational Perspectives
M Sept. 17
Lisa Walker (2001), “How to Recognize a Lesbian: The Cultural Politics of Looking Like What You Are” (Blackboard)
Alison Kafer (2003), “Compulsory Bodies: Reflections on Heterosexuality and Able-Bodiedness” (Blackboard)
Ellen Samuels (2003), “My Body, My Closet: Invisible Disability and the Limits of Coming-Out Discourse” (Blackboard)
Katie King (2002), “There Are No Lesbians Here: Feminisms, Lesbianisms, and Global Gay Formations” (Blackboard)

Clare Hemmings (2007), “What’s in a Name? Bisexuality, Transnational Sexuality Studies and Western Colonial Legacies” (Blackboard)

UNIT I: U.S. CONTEXTS AND HISTORIES
Week 4: Lesbian and Bisexual Historiography
M Sept. 24
Esther D. Rothblum and Kathleen A. Brehony (1993), “Introduction: Why Focus on Romantic but Asexual Relationships among Lesbians?” (Blackboard)
Lillian Faderman (1993), “Nineteenth-Century Boston Marriage as a Possible Lesson for Today” (Blackboard)
Eunjung Kim (2014), “Asexualities and Disabilities in Constructing Sexual Normalcy” (Blackboard)
Valerie Traub (2007), “The Present Future of Lesbian Historiography” (Blackboard)
Steven Angelides (2007), “Historicizing (Bi)Sexuality: A Rejoinder for Gay/Lesbian Studies, Feminism, and Queer Theory” (Blackboard)
Week 5: Lesbian and Bisexual Oral Histories
M Oct. 1
Elizabeth Lapovsky Kennedy and Madeline Davis (1993), Boots of Leather, Slippers of Gold: The History of a Lesbian Community [Chapters 1, 4, 5, 6 and conclusion]

Joan Nestle (1987), “Butch Femme Relationships: Sexual Courage in the 1950s” (Blackboard)
Week 6: Lesbian/Queer Migration Events

T Oct. 9
NO CLASS –ATTEND ONE WOMEN AND GENDER STUDIES EVENT***
Week 7: Femmephobia and Biphobia in Lesbian Bar Culture
M Oct. 15
Kelly Hankin (2002), “Come Here Often?”, “Looking at the Lesbian Bar in the Twentieth Century,” “Wish We Didn’t Have to Meet Secretly?” and “Conclusion, or Confessions of a Former Lesbian Barfly” (Blackboard)
Corey W. Johnson and Diane M. Samdahl (2005), “The Night They Took Over”: Misogyny in a Country-Western Gay Bar” (Blackboard)
Watch The Last Lesbian Bars:

https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/9bgqwy/the-last-lesbian-bars-apvideo-178
Week 8: Lesbian and Bisexual Film Theory
M Oct. 22
Ellis Hanson (1999), “Lesbians Who Bite” (Blackboard)
Bonnie Zimmerman (1981), “Daughters of Darkness: Lesbian Vampires” (Blackboard)
Heather Love (2004), “Spectacular Failure: The Figure of the Lesbian in Mulholland Drive” (Blackboard)
Maria San Filippo (2007), “The "Other" Dreamgirl: Female Bisexuality as the "Dark Secret" Of David Lynch's Mullholland Drive” (Blackboard)
In class discussion: Daughters of Darkness (Harry Kumel, 1970) and Mulholland Drive (David Lynch, 2001)
Week 9: Lesbian and Bisexual Literary Theory
M Oct. 29
Laura Doan (1994), “Jeanette Winterson’s Sexing the Postmodern” (Blackboard)
Lisa Moore (1995), “Teledildonics: Virtual Lesbians in the Fiction of Jeanette Winterson” (Blackboard)
Antje Lindenmeyer (1999), “Postmodern Concepts of the Body in Jeanette Winterson’s Written on the Body” (Blackboard)
Jeanette Winterson, Written on the Body (1992)
Week 10: Lesbian and Bisexual Representation in Television
M Oct. 5
Kellie Burns and Kristin Davis (2009), “Producing Cosmopolitan Sexual Citizens on The L Word” (Blackboard)
Jennifer Moorman (2008), “Shades of Grey: Articulations of Bisexuality in The L Word” (Blackboard)

Erin Douglas (2008), “Pink Heels, Dildos, and Erotic Play: The (Re)Making of Fem(me)ininity in Showtime’s The L Word (Blackboard)

Jacqueline Zita (1992), “Male Lesbians and the Postmodernist Body” (Blackboard)

In class discussion: The L Word [season 1, episodes 6-7]
Week 11: Black Lesbian Filmmaking & Theory
M Nov. 12
Kara Keeling (2004), “Joining the Lesbians: Cinematic Regimes of Black Lesbian Visibility” (Blackboard)
Jennifer DeClue (2017), “The Circuitous Route of Presenting Black Butch: The Travels of Dee Rees’ Pariah (Blackboard)

Jennifer DeClue (2017), “Let’s Play: Exploring Black Lesbian Fantasy, Pleasure and Pain” (Blackboard)

In class discussion: Watermelon Woman (Cheryl Dunye, 2006) and Pariah (Dee Rees, 2011)
Week 12: Lesbian and Bisexual Theories in a Transnational Frame
M Nov. 19
Serena Owusua Dankwa (2009), “It’s a Silent Trade: Female Same-Sex Intimacies in Postcolonial Ghana” (Blackboard) 
Evelyn Blackwood, Falling into the Lesbi World: Desire and Difference in Indonesia (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2010) (selections—introduction, chapters 4, 5, 6 & 7)
CONCLUSION: FINAL PAPER PRESENTATIONS

M Nov. 26

Final Paper Presentations
M Dec. 3

Final Paper Presentations

M Dec. 10 
Final Paper due via email
Carceral Sovereignties & Environmental Justice
a day of events exploring the intersections among feminism, immigration, environmental justice, and the carceral state 
Wednesday 10th October, 2018 George Mason University, Fairfax Campus, HUB Meeting Room 5 
8:45am: Introductions
9:00am—11:00am: Feminism, Immigration, and Environmental Justice
(Chair: Wanjiku Wainaina, George Mason University)

Eithne Luibheid (Gender and Women’s Studies, University of Arizona), “Governing Asylum-Seeking through Criminalization: Family Separation at the U.S./Mexico Border”
Rachel Lewis (Women and Gender Studies, George Mason University), “Defective Citizens: Disability, Immigration and Environmental Racism”

Johanna Oksala (Social Science and Cultural Studies, Pratt Institute), “Ecological Feminism at the End of Nature”
11:00am—11:15am: Coffee
11:15am—12:30pm: Roundtable Panel and Discussion, Carceral Humanitarianism: Logics of Refugee Detention by Kelly Oliver  (Chair: Rachel Jones, George Mason University) 
Shannon Fyfe (Philosophy, George Mason University), Lisa Eckenwiler (Philosophy, George Mason University), Rachel Lewis (Women and Gender Studies, George Mason University)
12:30pm—1:15pm: Lunch
1:15pm—2:30pm: Gender, Race, and the U.S. Carceral State

(Chair: Elizabeth Gibson, George Mason University)

Vanessa Wills (Philosophy, George Washington University), “Black Women Marxists on Race, Gender and Class”
Perry Zurn (Philosophy, American University), “Waste Culture and Isolation: Prison, Toilets, and Gender Segregation”
3:00pm—4:15pm: Fall for the Book talk; Angela Hattery and Earl Smith, “Injustice in Policing Black Bodies.” George’s, Third Floor, Johnson Center
4:30pm—5:45pm: Fall for the Book talk; Eithne Luibheid, “Criminalizing Immigration Through Family Ties: A Queer Migration Analysis.” Johnson Center, Third Floor, Meeting Room E
These events have been organized by faculty members of the Women and Gender Studies Program and Philosophy Department at George Mason University. They are sponsored by the following GMU Departments and Programs: Criminology, Law and Society; Cultural Studies; Global Affairs and Programs; Institute for Immigration Research; School of Integrative Studies; Sociology and Anthropology; & Women & Gender Studies. 
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