
Globalization and History 

HIST 394-001 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:30-11:45 AM, Robinson A 349 

 

Dr. Jane Hooper  
jhooper3@gmu.edu 

Office: Robinson B 369A 

Office Hours:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:30-2:30 pm (to make appointments, please log into 

SSC) 

 

Course Description: 

In this course, we will seek to answer a number of questions, including: What does it 

mean to view history from a global perspective? How can we use this perspective to illuminate 

the histories of countries, communities, and even individuals? How do people see themselves 

and their places in the world? How do they label others as different and what do they perceive of 

these differences? How have these labels – for themselves and others – changed over time? How 

have these labels shaped personal experiences, challenges, and opportunities for certain 

communities? In this class, we will constantly shift in perspective, from local developments to 

global changes, to discuss major trends and developments in world history from roughly the 

fourteenth century to the present-day. Students will study topics as varied as the pre-1492 travels 

of Ibn Battuta and Marco Polo, the collision of American, European, and African communities in 

the years following Columbus, the many revolutions of the eighteenth century, European 

imperialism, and clashes in the era of decolonization. By the end of the semester, students will be 

able to not only describe the economic dimensions of global history, but also cultural, political, 

and social ones. 

 

Course objectives: 

1. You will be able to understand major events in the making of the modern world and gain 

knowledge about the complexity of human experience from a historical perspective.  

2. You will develop concepts of time, continuity, and change in order to understand and 

reconstruct the past.  

3. You will develop a perspective of a world beyond your own personal location in order to 

understand other people, places and environments, providing you with a new perspective on the 

world.  

4. You will gain an understanding about how individual development and identity are affected by 

culture, groups, and institutions, and about how institutions (social, economic, religious, 

governmental) are formed and operate.  

5. You will understand the historical development of power, authority, and governance as they 

relate to the functions of governmental institutions, the exercise of power, and individual rights. 

6. You will understand global connections that lead to interdependence. 

7. You will be able to analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources by employing 

techniques used by historians. The reading skills we will work on in the class will assist you in 



engaging with scholarship in the field of history. We will also use digital media to learn how 

historians communicate their research findings.  

8. You will be able to clearly and concisely express yourself in writing and speaking. You will 

learn how to properly cite print and online material in your papers. In addition, you will be able 

to identify and grapple with major issues discussed by historians. 

 

Grading and expectations: 

Participation: This class is participatory and, in order to get the most from class, you need to 

attend every class prepared and having thought about the assigned reading(s). You will be 

expected to spend about 5 hours per week outside of the classroom preparing for class and 

finishing assignments. If you have poor class participation – due largely to absences, i.e., your 

non-presence during discussions – your final grade will fall dramatically. In other words, if you 

average a B on assignments and exams but fail to participate consistently, your final mark will be 

a C. If you are absent for more than four classes (and do not provide an adequate excuse in a 

timely manner – i.e., notify the instructor after your second missed class), you will lose points 

from your class participation grade. Note: the instructor will not re-teach a missed class via 

email or during an office conference.  

 

Classroom Etiquette: You may not use cell phones, laptops, or any other electronic devices in 

the classroom unless they are being used for a classroom activity as indicated by the instructor. 

Please arrive on time and pack up your things only when the lecture or discussion has completely 

finished. Any violation of these rules will significantly lower your participation grade. 

 

Questions: You will sign up to work in a small group with your classmates to write questions for 

four guest historians visiting our class throughout the semester. Your participation in this 

assignment will be tracked through discussion threads on blackboard. You will be graded as an 

individual on the quality of your contribution to this assignment.  

 

Reaction Papers: You will complete short assignments posted on blackboard each week. These 

assignments are to be submitted through the course blackboard site to your instructor before 

midnight on the Wednesday prior to class (except for paper #5). You will receive a score of 1 

(adequately addressed the assigned question) or 0 (did not fulfill the assignment) for each paper. 

Out of 14 reaction papers listed on the syllabus, you will be graded on 12 of these papers. Late 

reaction papers will not be accepted for any reason.  

 

Capstone Assignment: At the beginning of the semester, you will choose a topic for this 

assignment from a short list provided. The papers will focus on an event or development in 

history from an explicitly trans-regional or global perspective. You will be expected to write a 

research question to answer in the paper, to be submitted on May 11. You are expected to use our 

readings in class, as well as drawing upon at least two academic articles or books, to answer this 



question. We will be working on portions of this assignment in class throughout the semester. 

You will be graded on the submission of an outline as well as a final paper. The paper itself 

should be 8-10 pages in length and include proper footnote citations for all sources.  

 

Exam Rules and Deadlines: In accordance with university regulations, professors in the 

Department of History and Art History re-schedule exams after receiving documentation of a 

medical emergency or family emergency; often this documentation must be verified by the Dean 

of Student Life. Work-related or personal/family obligations are not adequate excuses for 

re-scheduling an exam or obtaining any kind of extension. Note: January 29 is the last day to 

add classes or drop classes with no tuition penalty; February 23 is the last day to drop with a 

67% tuition penalty. If you have questions about registering for this class, please speak with your 

academic advisor. 

 

Final Grade: 

Participation – 25% (based on the quantity and quality of your contributions in both lecture and 

recitation sections) 

Questions– 5% 

Reaction Papers (12) - 20% 

Capstone Assignment: 

 - Research proposal – 5% 

 - Outline – 10% 

 - Final paper – 35% 

 

Office of Disability Services: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic 

accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 993-2474. All 

academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS. See http://ods.gmu.edu.  

 

Note about Communications: Students must use their Mason email account to receive 

important University information. Blackboard will be used to post important messages, links for 

readings, and grades for papers.  

 

Other Important Campus Resources: 

The Writing Center: Robinson A114, http://writingcenter.gmu.edu 

University Libraries: http://library.gmu.edu/mudge/IM/IMRef.html 

Counseling and Psychological Services: 703-993-2380, http://caps.gmu.edu 

 

Academic Honesty: 

Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another source 

without giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation 

http://ods.gmu.edu/
http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
http://library.gmu.edu/mudge/IM/IMRef.html
http://caps.gmu.edu/


styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or endnotes; a simple listing of books, articles, 

and websites is not sufficient. Plagiarism cannot be tolerated in an academic setting.  

 

Student writers are often confused as to what should be cited. Some think that only direct 

quotations need to be credited; this is incorrect. While direct quotations do need citations, so do 

paraphrases and summaries of opinions or factual information formerly unknown to the writers 

or which the writers did not discover themselves. Exceptions to this rule include factual 

information which can be obtained from a variety of sources—what has been called common 

knowledge—or the writers' own insights or findings from their own field research. What 

constitutes common knowledge can sometimes be precarious; what is common knowledge for 

one audience may be so for another. In such situations, it is helpful to keep the reader in mind 

and to think of citations as being "reader friendly."  

 

In other words, writers provide a citation for any piece of information that they think their 

readers might be unfamiliar with and want to investigate or debate further. Not only is this 

attitude considerate of readers, it will almost certainly ensure that writers will not be guilty of 

plagiarism.  

 

Cheating means to get help on an assignment without permission. This includes asking another 

classmate to “see” their paper before writing your own paper OR hiring someone to “edit” your 

paper. Allowing another student to see your work without permission from the instructor is also 

considered cheating.  You must get permission from your instructor before asking anyone 

outside of your professors, writing center tutors, or teaching assistants for help on assignments. If 

you don’t understand an assignment, you need to ask the professor for clarification rather than 

your classmates. 

 

In this course, you will be expected to adhere to the Honor Code at George Mason. It is your 

responsibility to read and understand the policy (available at http://oai.gmu.edu/honor-

code/masons-honor-code/). We will discuss the use of citations and quotations throughout the 

semester. If you have any questions on how to cite a source, please see the professor or 

instructor.  

 

Texts Available for Purchase in the Bookstore: 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Americanah (New York: Knopf Doubleday Publishing 

Group, 2014). 

 

Peter Stearns, Globalization in World History (New York: Routledge, 2010). 

 

All other readings on the syllabus are found in links given on blackboard or on course reserves.  

 

http://oai.gmu.edu/honor-code/masons-honor-code/
http://oai.gmu.edu/honor-code/masons-honor-code/


Course Schedule 
*This schedule is subject to change. Please consult the course blackboard site for updated course 

information.  

 

Introductions 

January 23: Introduction to the course and expectations. 

 

January 25: Initial definitions of globalization. What was it? When did it begin? Why do these 

questions matter? 

 Readings:  

  - Sterns, Globalization, 1-11. 

  - Jerry H. Bentley, “Myths, Wagers, and Some Moral Implications of World  

  History,” Journal of World History 16, no. 1 (2005): 51-82.  

 * Reaction paper #1 due 

 

Pre-1492 Trade and Migration in Asia 

 

January 30: Discovering the birth of globalization and writing research questions. 

 Readings: 

  - Sterns, Globalization, 29-56. 

  - Patrick Rael, “How to Ask Good Questions” and “What Makes a Question  

  Good?” in Reading, Writing, & Researching for History: A Guide for College  

  Students, online at: http://www.bowdoin.edu/writing-guides/ 

February 1: Pre-Columbian global connections 

 Readings:  

   - David Christian, “Silk Roads or Steppe Roads? The Silk Roads in World  

  History,” Journal of World History 11, no. 1 (March 1, 2000): 1-26 

   - Janet L. Abu-Lughod, Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D.  

  1250-1350 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1989), 316-350. (available on  

  blackboard through course reserves) 

 * Reaction paper #2 due 

 

February 6: Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta 

 Reading: 

  - The Travels of Marco Polo (selections) 

  - Ibn Battuta, Travels (selections) 

 * Capstone assignment topic due 

 

February 8: Crossing the early Mediterranean 

 Reading: 

  - Romney David Smith, “Calamity and Transition: Re-Imagining Italian Trade in  

  the Eleventh-Century Mediterranean.” Past & Present 228, no. 1 (August 1,  

  2015): 15–56.  

 * Reaction paper #3 due 

 

http://www.bowdoin.edu/writing-guides/


Cultural and Ecological Encounters in the Atlantic 

 

February 13: Was 1500 a turning point in world history? 

 Reading: 

  - Stearns, Globalization, 57-89 

 

February 15: The Columbian Exchange: Not just small pox 

 Reading: 

  - Judith A. Carney, “African Rice in the Columbian Exchange,” Journal of  

  African History 42 (2001): 377-396. 

 * Reaction paper #4 due 

 

February 20: Different accounts of the Spanish “Conquest”  

 Reading:  

  - Bernal Diaz del Castillo, History of the Conquest of New Spain, edited by David  

  Carrasco (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2008), 116-120   

  (available through the GMU library catalog). 

  - “The Story of the Conquest as Told by the Anonymous Authors of Tlateloco,” in 

  The Broken Spears, edited by Miguel Leon-Portillo, pp. 127-145 (available  

  through the GMU library catalog). 

 * Reaction paper #5 due (by Monday night, not Wednesday) 

 

February 22: No class.  

 

February 27: The Making of Spanish America I 

 Reading: 

  - Sarah M. S. Pearsall, “ ‘Having Many Wives’ in Two American Rebellions: the  

  Politics of Households and the Radically Conservative,” The American Historical  

  Review 118, vol. 4 (2013): 1001-1028. 

 * Capstone research proposal due 

 

March 1: The Making of Spanish America II and guest historian Dr. Bristol 

 Reading:  

  - Joan C. Bristol, “From Curing to Witchcraft: Afro-Mexicans and the Mediation  

  of Authority,” Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History 7, no. 1 (Spring  

  2006). 

 * Reaction paper #6 due  

 * Group 1 writes questions for Dr. Bristol 

 

March 6: Cultural Interactions in Africa 

 Reading:  

  - David Northrup, Africa’s Discovery of Europe, 1450-1850 (Oxford: Oxford  

  University Press, 2014), 1-24 (available on blackboard). 

 

 

 



 

March 8: Letters from the Kongo Kingdom 

 Readings: 

  - Letters written by Kongo rulers (see document online) 

 *Reaction paper #7 due 

 

March 13 and 15: No class 

 

Perspectives on Revolutions, Imperialism, and Westernization 

 

March 20: Challenging “the Enlightenment” 

 Reading: 

   - Sebastian Conrad, “Enlightenment in Global History: A Historiographical  

  Critique,” The American Historical Review 117, no. 4 (2012): 999-1027. 

 

March 22: Haitian Revolution and Africans 

 Reading: 

  - John K. Thornton, “ ‘I am the Subject of the King of Congo’: African Political  

  Ideology and the Haitian Revolution,” Journal of World History 4, no. 2 (1993):  

  181-214. 

 * Reaction paper # 8 due 

 

March 27: Why not China? 

 Readings: 

  - Kenneth Pomeranz, “Two worlds of trade, two worlds of Empire,” in States and  

  Sovereignty in the Global Economy, David Smith et al, eds. (London: Routledge,  

  74-93, 1999) (available through the GMU library catalog). 

  - Ricardo Duchesne, “On the Rise of the West: Researching Kenneth Pomeranz’s  

  The Great Divergence,” Review of Radical Political Economics 36, 1 (Winter  

  2004): 52-56, 67-77. 

 

March 29: Westernization and its implications 

 Reading: 

  - Selçuk Esenbel “The Anguish of Civilized Behavior: The Use of Western  

  Cultural Forms in the Everyday Lives of the Meiji Japanese and the Ottoman  

  Turks During the Nineteenth Century,” Japan Review, No. 5 (1994): 145-185 

 *Reaction paper #9 due 

 

Twentieth-century Globalization 

 

April 3: 1850 as a turning point?  

 Reading:  

  - Stearns, Globalization, 90-123. 

  

 

 



 

April 5: The world in the World Wars  

 Reading: 

   - Joe Lunn, “Remembering the Tirailleurs Sénégalais and the Great War: Oral  

  History as a Methodology of Inclusion in French Colonial Studies,” French  

  Colonial History 10 (2009): 125-149. 

 *Reaction paper #10 due 

 

April 10: Vampires in East Africa 

 Reading: 

  - Luise White, Speaking with Vampires: Rumor and History in Colonial Africa  

  (Berkley: University of California Press, 2000), 89-121 (available through the  

  GMU library catalog) 

 

April 12: Cricket in South Africa and guest historian Dr. Carton 

 Reading: 

  - Benedict Carton and John Nauright, “ ‘Last Zulu Warrior Standing’: Cultural  

  Legacies of Racial Stereotyping and Embodied Ethno-Branding in South Africa,”  

  The International Journal of the History of Sport 32, no. 7 (2015): 876-898. 

 * Reaction paper #11 due 

  * Group 2 writes questions for Dr. Carton 

 

April 17: Globalization after the 1940s? 

 Reading: 

  - Stearns, Globalization, 124-161 

 * Capstone assignment outline due 

 

April 19: Decolonization and the Cold War 

 Readings: 

  - Ho Chi Minh, “The Path that Led me to Leninism,” Decolonization:   

  Perspectives from Now and Then, ed. Prasenjit Duara (London: Routledge, 2004). 

  (available through the GMU library catalog) 

  - William Roger Louis and Ronald Robinson, “Empire Preserv’d: How the  

  Americans put anti-communism before anti-imperialism,” in Decolonization:  

  Perspectives. 

 * Reaction paper #12 due 

 

April 24: Culture and politics in Argentina 

 Reading: 

  - Valeria Manzano, “ ‘Rock Nacional’ and Revolutionary Politics: The Making of 

  a Youth Culture of Contestation in Argentina, 1966–1976,” The Americas 79, no.  

  3 (2014): 393-427. 

 

 

 

 



 

April 26: American cultural connections and guest historian Dr. Karush 

 Reading: 

  - Matthew B. Karush, “Reinventing the Latin in Latin Jazz: the Music and Career  

  of Gato Barbieri,” Journal of Latin American Cultural Studies 25, no. 3 (2016):  

  379-396. 

 * Reaction paper #13 due 

 * Group 3 writes questions for Dr. Karush 

 

May 1: Reflecting on global connections in the twenty-first century 

 Reading: 

  - Adichie, Americanah  

 * Reaction paper #14 due 

 

May 3: Reflections and guest historian Dr. Stearns 

 * Group 4 writes questions for Dr. Stearns 

 

*Capstone paper due May 11 by 5 pm 

 

 

 


