
FALL 2017 

CRIM 100-003 Introduction to Criminal Justice  CRN - 74427
Wednesday 4:30PM – 7:10PM, Nguyen Engineering Bldg.  Room 1101
George Mason University, Fairfax Campus

Instructor:

Michelle R. Nuneville, Adjunct Professor


Captain, Arlington County Police Department
Office:


Fairfax Campus, Enterprise Hall Room 354
Office hours: I am available for meetings before and after class  
Email:

mnunevil@gmu.edu
Contact Number:
(571) 238-6052  (cell)





College Policies

Campus Resources:

The Writing Center, University Libraries, Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) and the Office of Disability Services are available to assist students.   Links to the University Catalog and the University Policies website for all other university academic and non-academic policies may also be included in the links below.
General University Information / Weather: www.gmu.edu
The Writing Center: http://writingcenter.gmu.edu
Counseling and Psychological Services: caps.gmu.edu
English Language Institute: http://eli.gmu.edu
Learning Services:  http://learningservices.gmu.edu/
University Catalog: http://catalog.gmu.edu/ 
University Policies: http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/all-policies/
Accommodations for students with disabilities:

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact Disability Services at 703-993-2474 or email at ods.gmu.edu.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Honor Code Policy:

All students are expected to be familiar with the University’s Honor Code, which may be found in the University Catalog.  Ignorance of the policy is not a valid excuse and all violations will be reported.  For the purposes of this class, pay particular attention to section B. plagiarism.  (The following was reproduced from the University Catalog):

B. Plagiarism encompasses the following:
· Cutting and pasting from other sources 

· Improper/lack of proper citations

· Using someone else’s ideas, thoughts and/or words without citing

· Using poor paraphrasing

· Submitting someone else’s work as your own 

· Copying word for word without citing
Students are expected to abide by the requirements of the University regarding academic integrity, to include lying, cheating or stealing. (See “Academic Integrity” in the George Mason University Catalog; http://oai.gmu.edu/)  Students who present false information will be treated in accordance with the University’s Policies.
Privacy Policy:  
There is an expectation that class discussion will bring out various topics and opinions.  Please keep an open mind and respect the privacy of students who may disclose personal information in the class.  Please also respect everyone’s right to freely choose whether to disclose or not disclose personal information.  
Weather and Other Emergencies:
It is advisable to check Mason’s homepage (www.gmu.edu) to see if classes are cancelled due to bad weather or other emergency circumstances.  If I should have to cancel a class due to a personal emergency, I will make every attempt to email you at your Mason email address as soon as possible.  Please be sure to frequently check your Mason email.  
Add/Drop Period:
Last Day to Add (Full-Semester Course)  
No Tuition Penalty
September 5, 2017 
Last Day to Drop (Full-Semester Course)
33% penalty

September 19, 2017
Last Day to Drop (Full-Semester Course) 
67% penalty

September 29, 2017 
Course Description and Objectives
General Education Courses:

CRIM 100 is a General Education course in the social and behavioral sciences category and addresses several learning outcomes approved by the University.  Upon completing this course, students will be able to:

· Explain the American system of criminal justice, covering the theories of justice, criminal law, policing, courts, punishment and corrections and special issues.  
· Demonstrate understanding of the history, key concepts, terminology and principles or theories within the field of criminal justice to include policing, courts and corrections.
· Use appropriate methods to apply concepts, terminology, principles or theories from the field of criminal justice to significant issues and cases.  
This course is an introduction to the criminal justice system.  The primary goal of this course is to provide you with a general understanding of the criminal justice system’s response to crime in society.  The general theme of this course involves a balance between community interests and individual rights that criminal justice professionals must decide.  

This course will explore the criminal justice process in some detail; focusing on how the system is structured to respond to crime.  This requires an understanding of the core elements of the criminal justice system to include police, courts and corrections; divided into five parts.

Part 1 will examine crime in America and the basic functions of each core element of the criminal justice system.  We will discuss the definition of crime and the different kinds of crime.    
Part 2 will focus on the history and structure of policing; the purpose and organization; legal aspects as well as issues and challenges.  

Part 3 will examine the court system; its structure and all stages of the court process and progression of cases through the court system.  

Part 4 will explore the role of corrections in the criminal justice system; focusing on jails and prisons, probation, parole and community corrections.  We will also talk about life in male and female institutions.  

Part 5 examines special criminal justice issues, including juvenile justice, drugs and crime, terrorism and the future of criminal justice.  I am hoping to touch on this part of the book.  If we do not due to time constraints, I highly encourage you to read this part of the book.    

Lastly, with time permitting, it is my intention to invite various practitioners in the criminal justice field to provide their views on the criminal justice system from a real world perspective.

Examinations
October 4, 2017 
   Mid-term examination


25% of total grade
November 15, 2017
   Examination
#2



25% of total grade 


December 13, 2017
   Final examination                         
25% of total grade

Examinations will normally consist of both “objective” questions and material, such as, multiple choice, true/false; there may also be some short answer and essay type questions depending on the material covered.  If you are going to miss an exam or have missed an exam due to an illness or emergency, you will need to notify me immediately.  Makeup exams may be allowed, depending on the circumstances and timeliness of notification of absence and at my discretion.  Makeup exams may be in a different format than the regularly scheduled exam and will be scheduled at the convenience of the instructor.  Students will need to bring “Scantron” Testing Cards to each exam.
Class Attendance/ Participation/ Preparation
We will be utilizing Mason’s online Blackboard program for the presentations used in class, instructions for assignments, grades and any other course materials.  Below is an explanation of how to access Blackboard:

· Go to:  courses.gmu.edu

· Log on using your email username and eight-digit password.   If your email account is, for example, mnunevil@gmu.edu, then your user name will be mnunevil.  

If you need additional assistance with the Blackboard system, email courses@gmu.edu or contact the Collaborative Learning Hub; (311 Johnson Center or 703-993-3141).  
Top Hat:  
We will be using the Top Hat (www.tophat.com) classroom response system in class. You will be able to submit answers to in-class questions using Apple or Android smartphones and tablets, laptops, or through text message.   

You can visit the Top Hat Overview (https://success.tophat.com/s/article/Student-Top-Hat-Overview-and-Getting-Started-Guide) within the Top Hat Success Center which outlines how you will register for a Top Hat account, as well as providing a brief overview to get you up and running on the system.

An email invitation will be sent to you by email, but if do not receive this email, you can register by simply visiting the course website: https://app.tophat.com/e/550725
 Note: our Course Join Code is 550725
Top Hat will require a paid subscription, and a full breakdown of all subscription options available can be found here: www.tophat.com/pricing. 

Should you require assistance with Top Hat at any time, due to the fact that they require specific user information to troubleshoot these issues, please contact their Support Team directly by way of email (support@tophat.com), the in app support button, or by calling 1-888-663-5491.

It is important that you prepare for each class by reading the materials highlighted in the syllabus.  I will make sure to let you know of the reading assignments for the next week, before the end of each class.  Class material will be provided to students, on Blackboard, after the lecture date.  It is my intention to involve students in class discussion; thus, 10% of your grade will consist of class attendance, participation and preparation.   
Part of the course will require you to write a short essay which will count for 15% of your grade.  I will explain more about this assignment during the first few weeks of class.  Also, there may be opportunities for extra credit.  I will announce these opportunities during class time and post them on Blackboard, if possible.  Extra credit opportunities will be subject to instructor’s guidelines and will be explained further in class.   

Cell phone and Laptop Computer Use in Class – to keep the quality of course at its intended level, students are to engage actively in analysis and interactive learning.  Please refrain from using cell phones during class. The use of laptop computers for note taking is acceptable.  
George Mason University promotes a living and learning environment for outstanding growth and productivity among its students, faculty and staff. Through its curriculum, programs, policies, procedures, services and resources, Mason strives to maintain a quality environment for work, study and personal growth.

An emphasis upon diversity and inclusion throughout the campus community is essential to achieve these goals. Diversity is broadly defined to include such characteristics as, but not limited to, race, ethnicity, gender, religion, age, disability, and sexual orientation. Diversity also entails different viewpoints, philosophies, and perspectives. Attention to these aspects of diversity will help promote a culture of inclusion and belonging, and an environment where diverse opinions, backgrounds and practices have the opportunity to be voiced, heard and respected.

The reflection of Mason’s commitment to diversity and inclusion goes beyond policies and procedures to focus on behavior at the individual, group and organizational level. The implementation of this commitment to diversity and inclusion is found in all settings, including individual work units and groups, student organizations and groups, and classroom settings; it is also found with the delivery of services and activities, including, but not limited to, curriculum, teaching, events, advising, research, service, and community outreach.

Acknowledging that the attainment of diversity and inclusion are dynamic and continuous processes, and that the larger societal setting has an evolving socio-cultural understanding of diversity and inclusion, Mason seeks to continuously improve its environment. To this end, the University promotes continuous monitoring and self-assessment regarding diversity. The aim is to incorporate diversity and inclusion within the philosophies and actions of the individual, group and organization, and to make improvements as needed.

Finally, there may be some issues discussed in class that may evoke strong emotions.  This is a reminder to all students to be respectful to others, their opinions, and be open to other perspectives during these discussions.  

Overall Grading

Three (3) examinations @ 25% each 
= 
75%
Class Short Essay Assignment
 
= 
15%
Class Attendance/Participation/Preparation   = 
10%     
The following is the numerical conversion to the corresponding letter grade scale that will be used:

A+
97 – 100%   (4.0)

B-
80 – 82%   (2.67)

F
0 – 59%  (0)
A
93 – 96%     (4.0)

C+
77 – 79%   (2.33)
A-
92 – 90%     (3.67)

C
73 – 76%   (2.0)
B+
87 – 89%     (3.33)

C-
70 – 72%   (1.67)
B
83 – 86%     (3.0)

D
60 – 69%   (1.0)
Text
Primary: (required)
Frank J. Schmalleger, Criminal Justice Today: An Introductory Text for the 21st Century, 14th Edition, Prentice Hall/Pearson (2014)
 Class Schedule – Fall 2017
As set forth below, the subject matter that will be covered during the course of the semester has been grouped by chapters. In preparing for class, it is recommended that the material be read. It should also be noted that it is the student’s responsibility to stay abreast of assignments, changes to the schedule, etc., all of which will be announced with adequate notice, during class. 

August 30

Introduction to Course Syllabus/Overview of Course




Guest Presenter – MPO G. Gleason   ACPD 
September 6

Chapter One (1):  What is Criminal Justice?

September 13  
Chapter Two (2):  The Crime Picture 

September 20

Chapter Four (4): Criminal Law

September 27
 
Chapter Five (5): Policing:  History and Structure 




Guest Presenter – Detective J. Senn   ACPD 




Review for Midterm – Chapters 1, 2, 4, 5 

October 4

Mid-Term Examination – Chapters 1, 2, 4, 5 


Written Assignment Review/Selections  
October 11

Chapter Six (6): Policing:  Purpose and Organization



Guest Presenter – Deputy U.S. Marshal Charles Bradley III
October 18

Chapter Seven (7):  Policing:  Legal Aspects 

Guest Presenters - MPO R. Ortiz & Corporal P. Mulvaney   ACPD  

October 25

Chapter Eight (8):  Policing:  Issues and Challenges
November 1
Chapter Nine (9):  The Courts:  Structure and Participants



Review for Exam #2 – Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9


Guest Presenter – Lisa Bergman Tingle – Arlington’s Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney  
November 8
Exam #2 – Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9
November 15
 Chapter Ten (10):  The Courts:  Pretrial Activities/Criminal Trial



 Due date for Written Assignment
November 22-24
Thanksgiving Break   NO CLASS on November 22nd 


November 29
Chapters 13 and 14 – Jails and Prisons 


Guest Presenter – Lt. Jonathan Burgess – ACSO 
Due date for Written Assignment

December 6
Chapter 16 – Drugs and Crime  


Guest Presenters - Det. S. Proud and Det. C. Brown – ACPD  

Review for Final Exam (Chapters 10, 13, 14, 16) 



Due date for Written Assignment 

December 13
Final Examination for CRIM Class 100-003   (Chapters 10, 13, 14, 16)
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