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INTS 316: Introduction to Childhood Studies  
Fall 2016 

Mondays 10:30am-1:10pm   Lecture Hall 3 
 
Instructors:  Dr. Pamela W. Garner     
School of Integrative Studies  
Office: Enterprise Hall, Room 403  
Office Hours: by appointment 
Email: pgarner1@gmu.edu; kdunne@gmu.edu 
 
Course Description 
 
This course focuses on the study of childhood from birth to adolescence.  It approaches 
childhood from the perspective of several disciplines, including Anthropology, Psychology, 
Sociology, and Education.  The reading and assignments have been chosen to foster thinking 
about childhood theory, research, policy, and practical applications of this knowledge to 
decisions regarding children and youth. In addition, students will be introduced to a number of 
contemporary issues that ,when confronted, will introduce students to a number of complex and 
scientifically unresolved childhood issues that will allow for the development of important 
analytical, evaluative, and decision-making (i.e., critical thinking) skills. This learning 
community employs a number of methods of teaching, learning, and assessment in order to meet 
varying individual needs and to capitalize upon the strengths and skills of all learners.  
 
Course Objectives 

By the end of the semester, students should: 
1. Become more familiar with qualitative and quantitative research methods involved in 

the study of childhood (e.g., ethnographies, case studies, participant observations). 
2. Become familiar with research that describes changes in the societal definitions of 

childhood and children’s “place” in society. 
3. Understand the differences between psychological, anthropological, and sociological 

perspectives on children and childhood. 
4. Have the opportunity to read original research about children that makes their 

perspective the center of study. 
5. Become familiar with examples of cultural artifacts created by, for, or with children. 
6. Develop skills of investigation, analysis, creative problem solving, communication 

and writing through group and individual projects. 
7. Understand children and childhood from non-academic sources such as art, books, 

film and the larger media. 
 

Required Readings: 
 
Berns, Roberta (2013; 10th Edition). Child, Family, School, Community: Socialization and 
Support. Belmont, CA: Thompson. 
 
Shriver, L. We Need to Talk about Kevin. Harper Collins. 
ISBN:  978-0-06-112429-7 
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Late Work.  Papers and other assignments are to be turned in to the instructors at the beginning 
of class on the day due.  Late work will be reduced one letter grade per day that it is late 
(including Saturday & Sunday).  No work will be accepted over one week late without a valid 
written medical excuse or notice of death in the family.  Please do not plan to turn work in to 
your instructor’s mailbox unless you have specific permission to do so. Unless otherwise 
stipulated, work should be submitted in class in hard copy format; emailed and faxed material is 
not acceptable. 
 
Learning Differences:  
If you have learning or physical difference that may affect your academic work, furnish 
appropriate documentation to the Disability Resource Center. (703-993-2474, Sub I, Room 222)  
In addition to providing the appropriate forms, please take the initiative to discuss  
 
Campus and Academic Resources: 

Writing Center (703-993-1200, Robinson A, Room 114) The University Writing Center provides 
tutors who will help you to brainstorm, structure, revise and edit written work (and help you 
compile and check your citation of sources!). Please make an appointment directly with the 
center staff for help.  

Counseling Services (703-993-2380, SUB I, Room 364)  

Grading Scale for this  Learning Community 
93-100  A 
90-92 A- 
87-89 B+ 
83-86 B 
80-82 B- 

77-79    C+ 
73-76  C 
70-72     C- 
69-60     D 
Else       F 

 Points 

Participation 
Collaborative learning is an important feature of New Century College learning 
communities.  Students are expected to attend class (arriving on time and remaining 
until the end of the session), to participate actively and responsibly, and to hand in all 
assignments when due.  Students are expected to read and be prepared to discuss the 
assigned texts.  There may be various in-class assignments which may be graded as a 
component of participation, including reading retention quizzes. As stated in the GMU 
student handbook, because “class participation may be a factor in grading, instructors 
may use absence, tardiness, or early departure as de facto evidence of non-participation.” 
 

10 

Tests (each worth 25 points) 50 

Response Paper Based on We Need to Talk about Kevin Novel    20 

Final: EL Project and Accompanying Assignments (See Below)    20 
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Date Topics Readings Due Assignments Due 
Week 1 Welcome and Introduction to the Course 

 
   

Week 2 Understanding Research 
 
Develop EL Groups; Provide contact information 

Using Research to 
Understand Children and 
Adolescents- PDF 

 

Week 3 Theoretical Approach to Course Chapter 1: Ecology of the 
Child 

Visit from ITFDC 
Staff 

Week 4 Socialization  Chapter 2: Ecology of 
Socialization  
 

Potential Make-up 
visit from ITFDC Staff 

Week 5  Families and Children   Chapter 3: Ecology of the 
Family  
 

 

Week 6 Parenting Chapter 4: Ecology of 
Parenting  
 

 

Week 7 
 

In Class Test (covering Chapters 1-4) 
 

None In Class Test (covering 
Chapters 1-4) 
 

Week 8 Discussion of We Need to Talk About Kevin We Need to Talk About 
Kevin 
 

 

Week 9 Childcare Chapter 5: Child Care  
 

Response Paper Due 
 

Week 10 Schooling and  Teaching 
 
 

Chapter 6: Ecology of the 
School; 
Chapter 7: Ecology of 
Teaching  
 

Possible Check in date 
for ITFDC 

Week 11 Peer Relations Chapter 8: Peer Group Road to Terabithia  
Possible Check in date 
for ITFDC 

Week 12 The Media Chapter 9: Ecology of the 
Mass Media   
 
 

Mickey Mouse 
Monopoly 

Week 13 In Class Test (covering Chapters 5-9) 
 

 In Class Test (covering 
Chapters 5-9) 
 

Week 14 
 

Out of Class Project Work Day   

Week 15 Course wrap-up / course evaluations  EL Assignment Due 
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EL Assignment 
 

Alternative 1: 
 
This assignment requires students (in groups) to develop: 1) an activity toolkit and 2) resource 
binder that will be used by family childcare providers to provide developmental stimulation and 
learning for infants, toddler, preschoolers, and school-age children. A representative of the child 
care regulatory agency will visit twice during the semester to discuss the assignment and to 
review progress associated with the assignment.  As part of this assignment, students will have 
the opportunity to visit a family childcare provider (in conjunction with agency staff) to observe 
the daily interactions between the provider and the children they serve. The agency staff person 
will provide her contact information during her first visit to the class early in the semester.   
 
Activity Toolkit 
 
For this assignment, students will create an activity toolkit. Each box should contain a set of 
creative, age-appropriate activities for infants, toddlers, preschoolers and school age children. 
Activities should be organized around a book from a selected list (of child-related books) that 
will be provided be agency staff. This is a group activity and each group will be assigned a 
different book. Activities in the kit are will be used as an extension of the book to promote child 
development. The family child care provider would share the book and use the activities as a 
follow up to the activities. At a minimum, items in the box should include, but are not limited to 
the following items: 
 
Puppets/soft toys 
Felt board sets  
Copies of the books 
Puzzles 
Matching games  
Manipulatives 
Song sheets 
 
Resource Book: 
 

• Must include Elements that are Separate from the Toolkit 
• Must include At Least one age-appropriate song for each of the developmental periods: 

infants/toddlers/preschoolers/school-age 
• Must include at least one home-made play-dough recipe 
• Must include an arts and crafts idea for each developmental period (see above) 
• Must include a resource article for each age group (e.g., literacy enhancement, behavior 

problems, school readiness, etc.) 
 
 
Information from the text and class discussions can be used to complete these projects. 
However, students are encouraged to seek out additional resources as needed to develop 
comprehensive and complete toolkits and resource binders. 
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Alternative 2:  Participation in Research Project to Be Described in Class. 
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Written Assignment Grading Standards  

All assignments are due at the beginning of class as noted in the daily schedule and must be typed using 
11 or 12 point font and one-inch margins, double-spaced, and stapled.  You must correctly and 
consistently use a recognized citation style, such as MLA or APA. 
 
Score of A: Superior 

• Addresses the topic fully and explores the issue thoughtfully. 
• Shows substantial depth, fullness and complexity of thought. 
• Demonstrates clear, focused, coherent, and logical organization. 
• Is fully developed and detailed.  The point is clear and well stated. 
• Good introduction with clear thesis statement, and an effective conclusion. 
• Evidences superior control of diction, syntactic variety, and transition between paragraphs; only a 

few minor flaws. 
• Integrates evidence from texts to support ideas and arguments.  
• Proper citation of texts using a standard citation method. 

 
 
Score of B: Strong 

• Clearly addresses the topic and explores the issue. 
• Shows some depth and complexity of thought. 
• Is effectively organized.  Easy to follow and understand. 
• Is well developed, with supporting detail.  Logically coherent. 
• Demonstrates control of diction, syntactic variety, and transition; may have a few minor 

mechanical flaws. 
• Proper citation of texts using a standard citation method. 

 
 
Score of C: Competent 

• Adequately addresses the topic and explores the issue. 
• Shows clarity of thought but may lack complexity. 
• Is organized.  Can be followed with some difficulty. 
• Is adequately developed, with some detail.  Some logical fallacies or incoherent 

sentences/paragraphs. 
• Demonstrates competent writing; shows some flaws in syntax and grammar. 
• Proper citation of texts using a standard citation method. 

 
 
Score of D: Weak 

• May distort or neglect parts of the topic. 
• May be simplistic or stereotyped in thought. 
• May demonstrate problems in organization. 
• May have generalizations without supporting detail or detail without generalizations; may be 

undeveloped.  Logically flawed; several incoherencies. 
• May reveal patterns of flaws in language, syntax or mechanics. 
• Improper citation method. 

 
 
Score of F: Inadequate 

• Demonstrates serious inadequacy in addressing the topic. 
• Fails in its attempts to discuss the topic. Illogical. 



INTS 316 Introduction to Childhood Studies ~ page 7 of 7  

• May be deliberately off-topic.  Extremely difficult to follow. 
• Is so incompletely developed as to suggest or demonstrate incompetency. 
• Is wholly incompetent mechanically. 
• Improper citation method. 

 


