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George Mason University 
Department of Economics 

 
PUBP 833:  Research Seminar on Microeconometrics and Program Evaluation 

 
Spring 2016 

 
Thomas Stratmann (Metropolitan Building, Fourth Floor, tstratma@gmu.edu) 
Office hours:  Thursdays, 10AM - 11AM 
 
Goals 
The main purpose of this course is to help PhD students with strong quantitative skills and 
interests to make progress in their programs and research careers in the application of micro-
economics and micro-econometrics to policy-relevant questions, including program evaluation.  
Some students may use the course as a vehicle to advance their work on a field statement for a 
quantitative field, or to explore a possible future field that makes extensive use of 
quantitative/econometric methods.  Other students may have research questions, econometric 
models, and data ready to go but could benefit both from group feedback and the discipline of 
requirements and deadlines.  The course also has several supplementary purposes: 

• Develop research writing skills, including the definition of the research question, 
effective ways of motivating a paper, and presentation of identification strategies. 

• Improve the ability to find gaps and flaws in previous empirical research that may 
provide motivation for new research on a topic. 

• Discuss the conventions of academic research and writing. 
• Provide opportunities for graduate students to present their own research, including early-

stage ideas and brain-storming. 
• Develop presentation and discussion skills that are important for participating in 

academic and policy communities. 
• Cultivate a collegial group of students with similar interests who provide intellectual and 

moral support to each other through the difficult process of completing dissertations and 
entering professional life. 

Students will learn many examples of empirical micro-economic research on public policies, and 
they will delve deeply into one in which they have particular interest.  
 
Pre-requisites 
Students should have taken at least ECON 637, or have equivalent background/knowledge.  
Ideally, students would also have taken courses in econometrics, such as those offered by 
Professor Stratmann in the Economics Department, because we will engage in technical 
discussions on estimation and identification. 

mailto:tstratma@gmu.edu
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Organization 
After an initial organizational meeting, the first part of the semester will involve discussions of 
student-chosen papers (a suggested list is below).   In the latter part of the semester, students will 
present work-in progress on one of three types of projects: 

1. Review of the “state of knowledge” on a well-defined research question 
2. Replication of an existing study, one that is “higher-order” in the sense of modifying in 

some way the procedures or data 
3. Research paper based on original analysis 

See below for more details about these projects.  Some of the class meetings will be held in 
conjunction with a parallel course offered by Professor Thomas Stratmann in the Department of 
Economics. 
 
Requirements  
Initially, students will participate in discussions of key articles, each presented by a student in the 
group.  The presentation should focus on the precise research question, why it’s interesting, and 
how it’s addressed in terms of methods and data; potentially offer some criticisms or evaluations 
of the limitations for what we learn or don’t learn.  The emphasis should be on how the methods 
can be used for estimating causal effects of policies, not on the statistical underpinnings of the 
techniques (which generally students are already expected to understand). 
 
The non-presenting students are expected to participate actively in these discussions, not just 
passively listen to the presentation.  To this end, everyone should: 

• read the selected paper in advance before the session 
• be prepared to provide a 2-minute summary and 2 critical questions of the paper each 

time 
• participate in the discussions, asking questions when appropriate 

 
Each student should also write a paper based on one of three types of projects: 
 

1. Review of the “state of knowledge” on some research question.  This paper requires no 
original research but rather a critical evaluation of existing literature on a clearly and 
precisely defined research question.  The idea is not to review the literature itself, which 
usually results in an uncritical regurgitation of the papers’ abstracts, but instead to 
evaluate our state of knowledge about the research question:  What answer(s) to the 
question do the studies provide and how much confidence do you have in these answers 
based on the quality of their data and methods?  Do they solve problems of identification, 
so that causal inferences are possible, and how generalizable are the findings?  If the 
answers of different studies are contradictory, which is more convincing?  This kind of 
paper is harder than it sounds, because it requires a much more critical approach to 
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previous research than most students (and others) apply when they are reading, and 
because no stone should be left unturned in addressing the question. 
 

2. Replication.  This type of project is intended to provide an opportunity for students to 
explore some area of interest more deeply, to carry out empirical research using 
microdata, and to experience the process of designing, implementing, and writing a 
research paper. The assignment is designed as a replication both because of the intrinsic 
pedagogical and professional value of this type of intellectual activity and because it is 
feasible to carry it out in a relatively short period of time.  Essentially, a replication is an 
empirical re-examination of the robustness of an estimate of an economic parameter (or 
small, well-defined set of parameters).  Concerning data sources, it may be possible to re-
examine the same data analyzed in the original article, as authors will frequently make 
these available, but students may also use a different data set to estimate the parameter.  
In either event, the work should involve a "replication of higher order" or "full fledged re-
analysis" (Arulampalam et al., 1997, p. 102-3) in the sense of checking for the effects of 
changes in data, specifications, and methods.  A replication project is usually a very 
valuable learning exercise, particularly for students who have not done one before, and I 
hope most students will choose this type. 
 

3. Research paper.  This project should be an original investigation of a well-defined 
question using micro-data and micro-econometric methods.  In the short span of a 
semester, this project is likely to be possible only for students who already know their 
question and have at least figured out the necessary data.  It is most appropriate for 
students already working on their dissertations but it is not excluded for students at earlier 
stages, with instructor permission. 

 
In each case, the best way to start the project is to write a prospectus of 3 pages or less.  It should 
clearly state the precise question to be addressed, provide a strong motivation for why the 
specific question is of interest to policy-oriented economists, and describe the data and 
methodology by which the question has been or will be addressed.  For a replication or original 
research paper, the prospectus should include the list of variables to be employed in the empirical 
analysis, together with their definitions.  For replications, there should be a discussion how the 
definitions differ from those in the original study being replicated.  a discussion that refers 
explicitly to the paper to be replicated and motivate the replication (for example:  different data, 
different country, different measures, different controls, different functional form, etc., and why 
this is interesting).  The list of references should include relevant other literature, and it should be 
identical to works cited in the text.  Besides providing the possibility for the instructor to check 
on the progress of the paper, the purpose of requiring a written prospectus is to provide students 
with some practice in designing a research project, as writing such a prospectus is the usual first 
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step for a researcher embarking on a new project.  The instructor is happy to provide feedback on 
ideas and drafts.   
 
Assessment 
Course grades will be determined as follows: 
Initial paper presentation:  5% 
Quality of contributions to class discussion:  20% 
Prospectus (due March 5):  10% 
Final paper (due May 5):  65% 
In the written work, both the quality of writing and the quality of analysis will be important 
criteria in grading. 
 
Resources 
Some resources that may be useful for reference on micro-econometrics include: 
 
Wooldridge, Jeff, Introductory Econometrics, 5th Edition, 2012. 
Angrist, Joshua, and Alan Krueger, “Empirical Strategies in Labor Economics,” Handbook of 
Labor Economics, 1999. 
Angrist, Joshua, and Steve Pischke, Mostly Harmless Econometrics, 2008. 
Wooldridge, Jeff, Econometric Analysis of Cross-Section and Panel Data, 2nd Edition, 2010. 
Angrist, Joshua, and Steve Pischke, “The Credibility Revolution in Empirical Economics: How 
Better Research Design Is Taking the Con out of Econometrics,” Journal of Economic 
Perspectives, 24(2), 3-30, 2010. 
 
Papers on replications: 
Arulampalam, W., J. Hartog, T. MaCurdy, and J. Theeuwes, “Replication and Re-Analysis.”  
Labour Economics, Vol. 4(2), 99-108, June 1997. 
Hamermesh, Daniel S., “Replication in Economics, NBER Working Paper 13026, April 2007. 
 
The following represents the beginning of a list of papers from which students can choose.  
Students may also suggest another paper of interest to them and the group as a whole.   
 
Labor  

• Gruber: "The Incidence of Payroll Taxation:  Evidence from Chile."  Journal of Labor 
Economics, July 1997 

• Angrist: “Short-Run Demand for Palestinian Labor.”  Journal of Labor Economics, July 
1996 

• MaCurdy, Thomas, “An Empirical Model of Labor Supply in a Life-Cycle Setting.”  
Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 89, 1059-1085, 1981. 
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• Becker, Gary, “A Theory of the Allocation of Time.”  Economic Journal, Vol. 75, 493-
517, 1965. 

• Peracchi, Franco, and Finis Welch, “Trends in Labor Force Transitions of Older Men and 
Women.”  Journal of Labor Economics, Vol. 12(2), 1994. 

• Blau, David M., and Ryan M. Goodstein, “Can Social Security Explain Trends in Labor 
Force Participation of Older Men in the United States?”  Journal of Human Resources, 
Vol. 45(2), 328-363, 2010. 

• Ashenfelter, Orley, Kirk Doran, and Bruce Schaller, “A Shred of Credible Evidence on 
the Long Run Elasticity of Labor Supply.” Economica, Vol 77, 637-650, 2010. 

• Camerer, Colin, Linda Babcock, George Loewenstein, and Richard Thaler, “Labor 
Supply of New York City Cabdrivers:  One Day at a Time.”  Quarterly Journal of 
Economics, 407-441, May 1997. 

• Farber, Henry S., “Is Tomorrow Another Day?  The Labor Supply of New York City 
Cabdrivers.”  Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 113(1), 46-82, 2005. 

• Ambrosini, William J., Krin Mayr, Giovanni Peri, Dragos Radu, “The Selection of 
Migrants and Returnees: Evidence from Romania and Implications.” NBER Working 
Paper No. 16912, 2011. 

• Borjas, George J., "The Labor Demand Curve Is Downward Sloping: Reexamining the 
Impact of Immigration on the Labor Market."  Quarterly Journal of Economics, 118, 
1336-1374, November 2003. 

• Borjas, George J., “Self-Selection and the Earnings of Immigrants.” American Economic 
Review 77(4), 531-553, 1987. 

• Card, David E., “Immigration and Inequality.”  American Economic Review: Papers and 
Proceedings 99(2), 1-21, 2009. 

• Chiquiar, Daniel, and Gordon H. Hanson, “International Migration, Self-Selection, and 
the Distribution of Wages: Evidence from Mexico and the United States.” Journal of 
Political Economy 113(2), 239-281, 2005. 

• Pop-Eleches, Cristian, “The Impact of an Abortion Ban on Socio-Economic Outcomes of 
Children:  Evidence from Romania.”  Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 114(4), 744-
773, August 2006. 

• Kwon, Illong, Eva Meyersson Milgrom, and Siwoon Hwang, “Cohort Effects in 
Promotions and Wages.”  Journal of Human Resources 45(3), 772-808, 2010. 

• Card: Mariel boatlift  
• David Card: http://emlab.berkeley.edu/users/card/papers/cash-on-hand.pdf 

http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/chetty/files/cashonhand_qje.pdf  
• Josh Angrist: http://econpapers.repec.org/paper/priindrel/631.htm  
• Kiefer and Neumann: http://www.jstor.org/sici?sici=0022-

3808(197902)87:1%3C89:AEJMWA%3E2.0.CO;2-U&origin=repec  
• Lee: Training, Wages, and Sample Selection: Estimating Sharp Bounds on Treatment 

Effects  

http://emlab.berkeley.edu/users/card/papers/mariel-impact.pdf
http://emlab.berkeley.edu/users/card/papers/cash-on-hand.pdf
http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/chetty/files/cashonhand_qje.pdf
http://econpapers.repec.org/paper/priindrel/631.htm
http://www.jstor.org/sici?sici=0022-3808%28197902%2987:1%3C89:AEJMWA%3E2.0.CO;2-U&origin=repec
http://www.jstor.org/sici?sici=0022-3808%28197902%2987:1%3C89:AEJMWA%3E2.0.CO;2-U&origin=repec
http://www.princeton.edu/%7Edavidlee/wp/resrevision8.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/%7Edavidlee/wp/resrevision8.pdf
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o Also see: http://ideas.repec.org/p/nbr/nberwo/7656.html  
• Abowd, Kramarz, Margolis. “High Wage Workers and High Wage Firms,” 

Econometrica, 1999.  
• Zada-Gradstein-Reuven: Class Size and the Regression Discontinuity Design: The Case 

of Public Schools  
• Card, Mas, Moretti and Saez Inequality at Work: The Effect of Peer Salaries on Job 

Satisfaction  
• DiNardo, John, and David S. Lee, “Economic Impacts of New Unionization on Private 

Sector Employers:  1984-2001.”  Quarterly Journal of Economics, 1383-1441, 2004. 
• Hirsch, Barry T., “Sluggish Institutions in a Dynamic World: Can Unions and Industrial 

Competition Coexist?” Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 22(1), 153-176, Winter 
2008. 

• Brown, James N., and Orley Ashenfelter, “Testing the Efficiency of Employment 
Contracts.”  Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 94, S40-S87, 1986. 

• Acemoglu, Daron, and David Author, “Skills, Tasks, and Technologies: Implications for 
Employment and Earnings.”  Handbook of Labor Economics, Vol. 4B, Chapter 12, 
North-Holland, 2011. 

• Autor, David, and David Dorn, “The Growh of Low Skill Service Jobs and the 
Polarization of the U.S. Labor Market.” American Economic Review, forthcoming. 

• Autor, David H., Lawrence F. Katz, and Melissa S. Kearney, “Trends in U.S. Wage 
Inequality: Revising the Revisionists.”  Review of Economics and Statistics 90(2), 300-
323, 2008. 

• Katz, Larry, David Autor, and Melissa Kearney, “The Polarization of the U.S. Labor 
Market.”  American Economic Association Papers and Proceedings, 189-194, May 2006. 

• Lemieux, Thomas, “Increasing Residual Wage Inequality: Composition Effects, Noisy 
Data, or Rising Demand for Skill?” American Economic Review, Vol. 96(3), 461-498, 
June 2006. 

• Almond, Douglas, and Janet Currie, “Human Capital Development before Age Five.” 
Handbook of Labor Economics, Vol. 4B, Chapter 12, North-Holland, 2011. 

• Griliches, Zvi, “Estimating the Returns to Schooling: Some Econometric Problems.”  
Econometrica, Vol. 45(1), 1-21, January 1977. 

• Card, David, “The Causal Effect of Education on Earnings.”  Handbook of Labor 
Economics, Vol. 3A, North-Holland, 1999.  

• Heckman, James J., Lance Lochner, and Petra Todd, “Earnings Functions and Rates of 
Return.” Journal of Human Capital, Vol. 2(1), 1-31, Spring 2008. 

• Willis, Robert J., and Sherwin Rosen, "Education and Self-Selection."  Journal of 
Political Economy, Vol. 87(5), pt. 2, S7-S36, 1979. 

• Jovanovic, Boyan, “Job Matching and the Theory of Turnover.”  Journal of Political 
Economy, 972-990, 1979. 

http://ideas.repec.org/p/nbr/nberwo/7656.html
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2999586
http://www.econstor.eu/dspace/bitstream/10419/36096/1/618773681.pdf
http://www.econstor.eu/dspace/bitstream/10419/36096/1/618773681.pdf
http://elsa.berkeley.edu/%7Esaez/card-mas-moretti-saez10ucpay.pdf
http://elsa.berkeley.edu/%7Esaez/card-mas-moretti-saez10ucpay.pdf
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• Jovanovic, Boyan, “Firm-Specific Capital and Turnover.”  Journal of Political Economy, 
1246-1260, 1979. 

• Farber, Hank, "Mobility and Stability:  The Dynamics of Job Change in Labor Markets."  
Handbook of Labor Economics, Vol. 3B, North-Holland, 1999. 

• Topel, Robert H., “Specific Capital, Mobility, and Wages: Wages Rise With Job 
Seniority.”  Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 99, 145-176, 1991. 

• Mortenson, Dale, T., “Wages, Separations, and Job Tenure:  On-the-Job Specific 
Training or Matching?”  Journal of Labor Economics, Vol. 6(4), 445-471, 1988.  

• Topel, Robert H., and Michael P. Ward, “Job Mobility and the Careers of Young Men.”  
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 439-479, May 1992. 

• Von Wachter, Till, and Stefan Bender, “In the Right Place at the Wrong Time:  The Role 
of Firms and Luck in Young Workers’ Careers.”  American Economic Review, Vol. 
96(5), 1679-1705, December 2006. 

• Mortenson, D., “Job Search and Labor Market Analysis.”  In Handbook of Labor 
Economics, Vol. II, 1986, 849-866. 

• Meyer, B., “Unemployment Insurance and Unemployment Spells.”  Econometrica, Vol. 
58, 757-782, 1990. 

• Eckstein, Zvi, and Gerard van den Berg, “Empirical Labor Search:  A Survey.”  Journal 
of Econometrics, 2006. 
 

IO  
• Foster, Haltiwanger and Syverson. "Reallocation, Firm Turnover, and Efficiency: 

Selection on Productivity or Profitability?" AER  
• Ho and Ishii, Location and Competition in Retail Banking  
• Olley and Pakes. "The Dynamics of Productivity in the Telecommunications Equipment 

Industry", Econometrica, 1996  
• Houde. "Spatial differentiation and vertical mergers in retail markets for gasoline" 

forthcoming, AER  
• Cho and Rust. "The Flat-Rental Puzzle", ReStud, 2010  
• Syverson et al 2012. Why Do Firms Own Production Chains?  
• Cosar, Grieco, Tintelnot, Borders, Geography, and Oligopoly: Evidence from the Wind 

Turbine Industry  
• Guadalupe et al.: Innovation and Foreign Ownership  
• Seim, Waldfogel: Public Monopoly and Economic Efficiency: Evidence from the 

Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board's Entry Decisions  
• Hunt Allcott and Nathan Wozny: Gasoline Prices, Fuel Economy, and the Energy 

Paradox  
• Suri: Selection and Comparative Advantage in Technology Adoption , Econometrica 

2011 

http://home.uchicago.edu/%7Esyverson/selection.pdf
http://home.uchicago.edu/%7Esyverson/selection.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/%7Ekh2214/papers/hoishii_052810.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2171831
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2171831
http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/%7Ehoudejf/sd_paper_final_july.pdf
http://gemini.econ.umd.edu/jrust/papers/roes556-11757.pdf
http://home.uchicago.edu/syverson/viplantevidence.pdf
http://www.econ.psu.edu/%7Eplg15/cgt_wind_Aug2011.pdf
http://www.econ.psu.edu/%7Eplg15/cgt_wind_Aug2011.pdf
http://www0.gsb.columbia.edu/faculty/mguadalupe/papers/I_FO_full%20paper_110517.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w16258
http://www.nber.org/papers/w16258
http://www.nber.org/papers/w18583.pdf?new_window=1
http://www.nber.org/papers/w18583.pdf?new_window=1
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.3982/ECTA7749/abstract
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• Gandhi, Navarro, Rivers: On the Identification of Production Functions: How 
Heterogeneous is Productivity?  

• Ryan Kellogg: Learning by Drilling: Interfirm Learning and Relationship Persistence in 
the Texas Oilpatch  

• Igal Hendel and Yossi Spiegel Tweaking and the Horndal Effect  
• Garicano et al.: Firm Size Distortions and the Productivity Distribution:Evidence from 

France  
• Bartel et al.: How Does Information Technology Affect Productivity? Plant-Level 

Comparisons of Product Innovation, Process Improvement, and Worker Skills  
• * Levitt et al.: Toward an Understanding of Learning by Doing: Evidence from an 

Automobile Assembly Plant  
 
Public  

• Raj Chetty: Sufficient statistics for welfare analysis.  
• http://elsa.berkeley.edu/~saez/kleven-knudsen-kreiner-pedersen-saez10taxaudit.pdf  
• Marion, Justin and Erich Muehlegger: Measuring Illegal Activity and the Effects of 

Regulatory Innovation: Tax Evasion and the Dyeing of Untaxed Diesel, Journal of 
Political Economy 116:4, p.633-666, August 2008.  

• Gorodnichenko, Yuriy, Jorge Martinez-Vazquez and Klara Sabirianova Peter: Myth and 
reality of flat tax reform: Micro estimates of tax evasion and productivity response in 
Russia, Journal of Political Economy 117(2009), 504-554.  

• Raj Chetty, John N. Friedman, Emmanuel Saez: Using Differences in Knowledge Across 
Neighborhoods to Uncover the Impacts of the EITC on Earnings  

• Nikolaos T. Artavanis, Adair Morse, Margarita Tsoutsoura: Tax Evasion Across 
Industries: Soft Credit Evidence from Greece  

• Kopczuk et al.: Do the Laws of Tax Incidence Hold? Point of Collection and the Pass-
through of State Diesel Taxes  

• Lalive, Luechinger and Schmutzler: Does Supporting Passenger Railways Reduce Road 
Traffic Externalities?  

 
Development and History 

• Obtaining a Driving License in India: An Experimental Approach to Studying Corruption 
QJE 2007.  

• Incentives Work: Getting Teachers to Come to School  
• The Simple Economics of Extortion: Evidence from Trucking in Aceh  
• TYING ODYSSEUS TO THE MAST: EVIDENCE FROM A COMMITMENT 

SAVINGS PRODUCT IN THE PHILIPPINES  
• Bloom et al.: Does Management Matter? Evidence from India  
• Acemoglu-Hassan-Robinson: Social Structure and Development: A Legacy of the 

Holocaust in Russia  

http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/%7Eagandhi/homepage/Amit_Gandhi_files/Production_GNR.pdf
http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/%7Eagandhi/homepage/Amit_Gandhi_files/Production_GNR.pdf
http://www-personal.umich.edu/%7Ekelloggr/Kellogg_LBD_QJEFinal.pdf
http://www-personal.umich.edu/%7Ekelloggr/Kellogg_LBD_QJEFinal.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2210259
http://cep.lse.ac.uk/pubs/download/dp1128.pdf
http://cep.lse.ac.uk/pubs/download/dp1128.pdf
http://qje.oxfordjournals.org/content/122/4/1721.short
http://qje.oxfordjournals.org/content/122/4/1721.short
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/13385775/learningbydoing.pdf
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/13385775/learningbydoing.pdf
http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/chetty/files/suffstat_ar.pdf
http://elsa.berkeley.edu/%7Esaez/kleven-knudsen-kreiner-pedersen-saez10taxaudit.pdf
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/emuehle/Research%20WP/Marion%20and%20Muehlegger_Apr2008.pdf
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/emuehle/Research%20WP/Marion%20and%20Muehlegger_Apr2008.pdf
http://www.aysps.gsu.edu/publications/2008/downloads/08-25%20GorodnichenkoMartinez-PeterMythandReality.pdf
http://www.aysps.gsu.edu/publications/2008/downloads/08-25%20GorodnichenkoMartinez-PeterMythandReality.pdf
http://www.aysps.gsu.edu/publications/2008/downloads/08-25%20GorodnichenkoMartinez-PeterMythandReality.pdf
http://obs.rc.fas.harvard.edu/chetty/eitc_nbhd.pdf
http://obs.rc.fas.harvard.edu/chetty/eitc_nbhd.pdf
http://av.r.ftdata.co.uk/files/2012/09/TAX-EVASION-ACROSS-INDUSTRIES-SOFT-CREDIT-EVIDENCE-FROM-GREECE.pdf
http://av.r.ftdata.co.uk/files/2012/09/TAX-EVASION-ACROSS-INDUSTRIES-SOFT-CREDIT-EVIDENCE-FROM-GREECE.pdf
http://www.ourenergypolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/marionDoTheLaws.pdf
http://www.ourenergypolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/marionDoTheLaws.pdf
http://www.cepr.org/pubs/new-dps/dplist.asp?dpno=9335
http://www.cepr.org/pubs/new-dps/dplist.asp?dpno=9335
http://www.nber.org/papers/w12274
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/rhanna/Incentives_Work_30may2010.pdf
http://econ-www.mit.edu/files/3953
http://karlan.yale.edu/p/SEED.pdf
http://karlan.yale.edu/p/SEED.pdf
http://www.stanford.edu/%7Enbloom/DMM.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/jrobinson/files/holocaust_published.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/jrobinson/files/holocaust_published.pdf
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• Dell: Insurgency and Long-Run Development: Lessons from the Mexican Revolution  
• Nunn-Wantchekon: The Slave Trade and the Origins of Mistrust in Africa  
• Nunn: The Long-Term Effects of Africa's Slave Trades  
• Divide and Rule or the Rule of the Divided? Evidence from Africa  
• The Empire is dead, long live the Empire!  
• Dell: The Persistent Effects of Peru's Mining Mita  
• Returns to Capital in Microenterprises  
• On the Origins of Gender Roles: Women and the Plough  
• Abhijit Banerjee, Esther Duflo, Nancy Qian: On the Road: Access to Transportation 

Infrastructure and Economic Growth in China  
• Esther Duflo, Michael Kremer, and Jonathan Robinson: Nudging Farmers to Use 

Fertilizer: Theory and Experimental Evidence from Kenya  
• Patrick Kline and Enrico Moretti: Local Economic Development, Agglomeration 

Economies and the Big Push: 100 Years of Evidence from the Tennessee Valley 
Authority  

• John Asker, Allan Collard-Wexler and Jan De Loecker: Productivity Volatility and the 
Misallocation of Resources in Developing Economies  

• de Mel et al.: Returns to Capital in Microenterprises: Evidence from a Field Experiment  
• Banerjee et al.: The Diffusion of Microfinance  
• Bleakley and Lin: Portage and Path Dependence  
• Hanna, Mullainathan and Schwartzstein: Learning Through Noticing: Theory and 

Experimental Evidence in Farming  
• Ghani, Goswami and Kerr: Highway to Success: The Impact of the Golden Quadrilateral 

Project for the Location and Performance of Indian Manufacturing  
• S. Jha: Trade, Institutions and Religious Tolerance: Evidence from India with slides  
• Beaman et al: [http://faculty.wcas.northwestern.edu/~lab823/BMR_change_Feb2013.pdf 

Minding Small Change: Limited Attention among Small Firms in Kenya]  
 
Trade  

• Das, Roberts and Tybout, 2007. Econometrica  
• Mion and Opromolla: Managers' mobility, trade status, and wages  
• Artuç, Shubham Chaudhuri and McLaren: Trade Shocks and Labor Adjustment: A 

Structural Empirical Approach. AER 2010.  
• Pol Antràs and C. Fritz Foley. "Poultry in Motion: A Study of International Trade 

Finance Practices"  
• Dave Donaldson. "Railroads and the Raj: Estimating the Economic Impact of 

Transportation Infrastructure"  
• Morales-Sheu-Zahler: Gravity and Extended Gravity: Estimating a Structural Model of 

Export Entry - using moment inequalities approach  

http://econ-www.mit.edu/files/7362
http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/nunn/files/Nunn_Wantchekon_AER_2011.pdf
http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/nunn/files/empirical_slavery.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=explorer&chrome=true&srcid=0B4s_WKe-US99ZGMyMDgzMDUtZDQzZi00OTk0LThiNDgtMzU0NjdhYzU3YTVh&hl=en_US
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/research/centres/cage/research/papers/40.2011_becker.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.3982/ECTA8121/pdf
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