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Gender Representation in Popular Culture 
Monday 1:30-4:10 

WMST300 001 (3 credits) 
NCLC347 001 (4 credits, 1 embedded EL credit) 

Instructor: Jennifer Grubbs 
Email: Jennygrubbs@gmail.com 
Office: TBD / Office Hours: Monday 4:10-6 (or by appointment)  
 
“Media both shape and reflect cultural perceptions of who we are, what we’re valued 
for, what we want, what we need, what we believe about ourselves and others- and what 
we should consider “our place” in society” (Pozner 2010: 21).  
 
This course examines the ways in which identity is constructed, experienced, and 
rearticulated through the many lens of popular culture. In our discussions about 
contemporary popular culture, we will survey the history of identity construction.   
We will utilize queer and feminist cultural theory, critical theory, critical race theory, and 
ecofeminist theory to examine a range of cultural texts including (but not limited to) 
print, blogs, film, television, music, advertising, journalism, and spoken word. We will 
engage with and expand on the following questions: How is identity formed, constrained, 
maintained, and represented?  How can we better understand identity through an 
historical perspective? How does popular culture inform our personal displays of 
identity? How do we resist?  Our readings, discussions, and assignments will help 
interrogate and address these questions. 
 
Course Goals and Objectives: 
This course focuses on understanding the ways in which ideology and power construct 
identity through popular culture.  We will use quite a bit of media in the classroom, and 
our discussions will be based on our theory-based readings. Your level of engagement 
and understanding will be evident in the following: 

• Ability to interrogate a text and apply the theoretical lens provided in weekly 
readings.  

• Written articulation of your understandings of the material and application of its 
utility in reflection papers. 

• Consistent engagement in classroom discussion and the ability to raise issues that 
cohesively weave the readings and popular culture together.  

• Creatively and uniquely create a zine that demonstrates your understanding of 
course themes.  

• Clearly written, well-researched, and articulate final paper.  
 
Required Texts (articles will also be posted to Blackboard) 
Adams, Carol 
1990 Sexual Politics of Meat. New York: Continuum Press. 
Pozner, Jennifer L.  
2010 Reality Bites Back. California: Seal Press.  
Zeisler, Andi 
2008 Feminism and Pop Culture. California: Seal Press.  
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Course Ground Rules/Policies 
Standards of academic conduct are set forth in the University’s Academic Integrity Code.  
By registering, you have acknowledged your awareness of the Integrity Code.  You are 
required to make yourself familiar with your rights and responsibilities under that code.  
Disciplinary action will be taken should any violation of the Academic Integrity Code 
occur. 
Noise pollution and other distractions-- All cell phones and other communications 
devices must be turned off during class.  All devices must be turned off. This includes 
computers, tablets, and all other technologies out there. The only exception will be made 
for students with University recognized documentation stating the necessity for the 
computer. Students who do not comply will be asked to leave.  Related, please avoid 
disruptive conversations with your neighbors in class during presentations, lectures, etc.  
There is no such thing as a stupid question – I will support your efforts to understand 
themes and issues covered in every way possible.  We are available to answer questions 
and go over material with you. The classroom is a safe space for us to discuss a range of 
issues, and will remain a positive atmosphere. We will support one another and 
absolutely no forms of disrespect toward one another will be tolerated. 
Contacting Professor  
I am available for meeting and discussion during posted office hours.  I am also available 
to schedule appointments (must be arranged in advance) if students cannot make it to her 
office hours. 
I will gladly read emails from students. However, students are strongly urged to take 
advantage of office hour days or wait until class meets to ask questions. 
Email questions should have the “issue” in the title as well as the class name (NCLC347 
Gender Rep. in Pop Culture).  For example, “NCLC347 Question about mid term exam”. 
When sending ANY email to Jennifer or the teaching assistant, please include a 
greeting/salutation—“Hello [recipient]”; “Greetings [recipient]”; “Dear [recipient]” for 
example.  Students should also include their first and last names at the end of any 
message. You will receive the same courtesy from us.  Some people have learned a few 
bad writing habits as a result of email and nothing is more abrupt and nonplusing then 
getting emails with no greeting and/or no name of the sender. 
NONE of these protocols should discourage you from contacting me.  Rather, it is simply 
a range of requests that allow us to be as efficient, attentive, and available as possible 
throughout the semester. I will take great respect in responding to you in a timely and 
succinct fashion.  
 
Requirements 

Participation     15% 
Response Papers (8)    15% 
Zine Project     15% 
Project Proposal and Presentation   10% 
Experiential Learning    20% 
Final Paper and Presentation    25%   
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Grading Standards 
 
A Superior:  Student shows excellent critical analysis in oral contributions and 

writing; all assignments turned in on time. 90-100 
B Very Good:  Solid work evidenced by careful synthesis of reading, timely 

contributions to class discussion, and clear, logical writing; all or most 
assignments turned in on time. 80-90 

C Satisfactory:  Work demonstrates some understanding of materials and an average 
performance in written assignments and class discussion; some assignments 
turned in on time. 70-80 

D Inconsistent:  Meager performance in all assignments and class discussion; late in 
turning in written work. 60-70 

F Failing:  Student makes minimal effort, shows little understanding of assignments, 
and turns in incomplete or unacceptable work. Below 60 

 
 
About Participation 
Participation in class is part of the final grade, and obviously, one cannot participate 
without being present. I will take attendance during each class. If you have a major 
medical problem or family concern that requires you to miss several classes, please 
provide documentation and we will do our best to help you stay involved. Additionally, 
please make every effort to come to class on time so as not to disrupt discussion once it 
has begun. Leaving early is also disruptive, so please limit bathroom breaks and leave 
class early only when absolutely necessary.  
 
Critical scholarship is constantly in motion, building off of old ideas and incorporating 
new ones. Thus, class time will not consist mostly of monolithic lectures about concepts 
that must be memorized. Instead, they will be discussions in which we practice applying 
ideas of the authors we read to new situations and constraints. The class will be expected 
to offer opinions and examples, and pose challenges to some of what we discuss. This is a 
major time to explore ideas and learn new ways of understanding the world, and as such 
will count for a significant portion of the grade. To make sure you are in the best possible 
position to get a good participation grade: 
 
1. Complete the required reading. You do not need to worry that you understand 
absolutely everything you read, but take notes about parts that strike you as especially 
intriguing, important, or disconnected. Think about how it relates to things you have 
experienced in different contexts. Think about when it was written and by whom. Think 
about whether you agree or disagree and why. 
 
2. Be prepared to ask questions. Whether they are about something you don’t understand 
in the reading, or are simply about how other people reacted to a specific detail, questions 
help move class discussion along. Please bring at least one question, concern, or 
critique with you to class each day. The second half of each class will be dedicated to 
discussion, and your thoughts will guide this discussion. 
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3. Be open to new ideas. Much of our readings will challenges our assumptions about the 
world. New gender and media studies challenge old gender and media studies. And 
hopefully, you will challenge these discourses in ways that you see as lacking in some 
way. You don’t have to agree with everything that you read or hear, but take the time to 
think about it carefully before you decide. Or allow yourself to not decide. But most 
importantly, be respectful to all the opinions offered in class, and think about why 
someone might agree or disagree with them. 
 
4. Participate in ways that make you comfortable. Some people love to talk in class and 
others are intimidated. I hope to create an environment where intimidation is minimal, 
but don’t fret if you’re not a “talker.” Feel free to come to office hours or email me to 
find out other ways you can make your opinions known. And if you are a “talker” please 
remember that you may have a funny story related to the class discussion, but unless it 
advances our thinking on an anthropological topic, your anecdote might not move 
discussion in a productive manner. 
 
5. Be respectful. Perhaps most importantly, respecting the classroom, your fellow 
classmates, and the instructor will help you succeed. Spending class time on Facebook, 
texting, whispering to friends, or doodling excessively in your notebook are not 
conducive to anyone learning about the topic at hand. Paying attention to the discussion 
and finding thoughtful ways to contribute will make everyone’s experience more 
pleasant. 
 
Assignments: 
 
Response Papers: Students are required to submit 8 journal responses during the 
semester. The journals should be two-three double-spaced pages. The journal is a space 
for students to respond, question, critique, and further analyze the weekly readings. 
Please integrate all of the readings assigned, and cite specific references to the text. The 
journal should demonstrate how much time you spent with the readings. It is perfectly 
okay to propose questions or raise concerns, but make sure to point to specific text 
references. Please make sure to complete the experiential learning component with each 
journal (can be found on the course reading schedule). Integrate the prompt into your 
response. These journal entries must be submitted before class, electronically by 8am, 
and print copies turned in at the beginning of class. These will not be accepted late.  
 
When submitting a paper in the course, please follow the following guidelines: 
*Name, Assignment, and Date in Left header 
*AAA citation style (Guide can be downloaded for free at 
http://www.aaanet.org/publications/guidelines.cfm. 
*Electronic copy must be saved with the following file name: (Your last 
name).(Assignment) for example Grubbs.Response1.doc. 
*Please save documents in a Word file (.doc or .docx).  
*Please cite all references. The syllabus contains all AAA citations of our readings, and 
the style guide will walk you through in-text citations. 
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Zine Project 
This assignment is a creative way to demonstrate your understanding of the course 
concepts and themes in the first half of the course. We will spend a great deal of time 
looking through zines and discussing how to construct one. You will create a zine that 
addresses a course theme (or several that intersect). The detailed project description can 
be found on Blackboard and we will discuss this in greater detail on 2/11.  
 
Final Paper Proposal and Project 
Detailed descriptions of these assignments can be found on Blackboard, and will be 
discussed in detail on 2/11. In short, identify a form of systemic violence discussed in 
weeks 2-5 and connect it to a form of media discussed in weeks 8-13. There can be 
overlap and I am open to alternative proposals. Students are to begin thinking about what 
they would like to write on. Please feel free to email me with questions, concerns, topic 
ideas, and so on. You must meet with me prior to March 4 to discuss your topic before 
moving forward.  
 
Although the proposal precedes your research, it will help you think through your angle. 
The final paper, however, will clearly demonstrate a position. By this point, you have 
identified an area to research, defined your terms, (justice, injustice, structural violence, 
and any other pertinent terms) and outlined your position through a clearly articulated 
argument. The outline will help you organize your thesis and map out which sources fit 
into which parts of the paper. It will also help keep you organized.  
 
Important dates: 

• Communication with me about final paper idea prior to February 25  
• Proposal due electronically: February 25 by 11am. No late assignments will be 

accepted. Post your topic on Blackboard thread titled “Final paper topic” and 
leave feedback for (at least) 2 other students. Bring hard copy to class.  

• Brief presentation of proposal in class (2-3 minutes each): March 4 
• Presentations sign up: April 29 
• Presentations begin: May 6 
• Final paper due: May 6 at the beginning of class. Electronic copies must be 

submitted by 11am before class.  
 
 
Experiential Learning Requirement 
 The course includes one experiential learning (EL) credit that is embedded in the 4-credit 
value. In order to satisfy this requirement, you will complete approximately 30 hours of 
outside work. Each response paper carries three hours of experiential learning that gets us 
out of the classroom and applies our readings. These assignments constitute 24 hours, and 
the remaining 6 hours are part of a larger course assignment.  
 
Throughout the semester you are expected to work on EL hours and keep detailed field 
notes that also document the amount of time spent gathering the hours. The EL project 
will culminate in a reflection paper that integrates observations, personal reflections, and 
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theoretical concepts discussed in the course.  We will discuss this project the third week 
of class.  
 
Plagiarism -- Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty.  Claiming that someone else's 
work is your own, and using that work to satisfy a course requirement is a form of 
plagiarism.  Copying material verbatim or paraphrasing text from a source without 
acknowledging that source is also plagiarism.  Purchasing written work from another 
party or hiring someone to prepare work for credit in this course is another form of 
plagiarism.  The work you submit for credit in this course must be entirely your own.  All 
instances of suspected plagiarism will be reported without exception to the appropriate 
academic official for administrative action. 
If you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism, the Writing Center is a great 
resource. Their staff is happy to consult with you on such issues, and they also have many 
online resources. The Writing Center is also a great resource for other aspects of writing, 
such as organizing ideas, improving your writing style/grammar, and revising a paper. 
For more information: http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/?cat=39  
Students with educational needs -- GMU is committed to providing educational 
opportunities to a broad range of students, including those with different educational 
needs.  Once students have registered with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-
993-2474, you must then provide a faculty contact sheet from that office explaining your 
learning difference. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office, 
and I will do my best to ensure proper arrangements for lecture notes, test taking and/or 
assignment deadlines.  However, students must be registered with DRS to receive this 
support, and I must be notified no later than the second week of the semester. More 
information can be found at http://ods.gmu.edu/students/  
Emergency Preparedness - In the event of a declared pandemic (influenza or other 
communicable disease), GMU will implement a plan for meeting the needs of all 
members of the university community.  Should the university be required to close for a 
period of time, the university is committed to ensuring that all aspects of our educational 
programs will be delivered to our students.  These may include altering and extending the 
duration of the traditional term schedule to complete essential instruction in the 
traditional format and/or use of distance instructional methods.  Specific strategies will 
vary from class to class, depending on the format of the course and the timing of the 
emergency.  In the event of a declared pandemic or other emergency, students should 
refer to the GMU Web site (http://cert.gmu.edu/) and the GMU information line at (703) 
993-3375 for general university-wide information, as well as contact their faculty and/or 
respective dean’s office for course and school/ college-specific information.   
In the unlikely event of such a pandemic and school closure is warranted, we will 
continue this course largely through the use of Blackboard. It would be necessary to 
check you email regularly in such a case, in order to keep up with online class schedules 
and requirements.  
Excused absences and assignments – It is imperative that you are present each week in 
order to fully benefit from this course. We only meet once a week, and thus each class is 
incredibly valuable. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class. Absences 
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are excused if you have a doctor's note or other University-excused documentation for 
your absence. Each student is allowed one unexcused absences without penalty. After 
two unexcused absences, you will lose five percentage points off your final grade. If you 
must attend at least 70% of the total number of classes, and missing more than 5 classes 
will result of a failing grade (F).  
Due dates for assignments are not subject to negotiation.  I will only consider exceptions 
for religious holidays, hospitalization or emergencies of the most extreme sort. Late 
assignments will not be accepted (except for previously arranged situations that fall under 
excused university absences, which are to be coordinated with me). Response papers 
must be submitted electronically by 8am on the date you are submitting. If you want 
feedback on the entry, please bring a printed copy to class in addition. Other assignments 
can be submitted electronically by 12noon on the date it is due, and print copies brought 
to class that day for feedback. If you want the paper back, please bring me a printed copy 
(double sided is preferred!). 
Student Athletes 
I will work with you to ensure that your academic progress is not compromised by team-
related travel away from GMU. It is your responsibility to let me know ahead of time of 
your travel plans, and to make whatever arrangements are necessary to make up for 
activities you will miss. Absences that are not cleared in advance will count against your 
final grade. 
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Tentative Topical Course Schedule (Subject to change throughout the semester) 
 
 
1/28 Syllabus and Course Introduction, Defining Popular Culture 

2/4  Foundational Concepts: Becoming Gendered 

2/11 Race and Racism, Class and Classism 

2/18 Sexuality and Heteronormativity 

2/25 Proposal Due/Presentations / Animalizing Bodies, Gendering Animals 

3/4 Race, Sexuality, and Species: Conflating identities 

3/11 Spring Break  

3/18 Zine due/Presentations: Ephemera  

3/25 Interrogating Film: Film as Resistance  

4/1 Interrogating Music: Music as Resistance 

4/8 Interrogating Television: Television as Resistance 

4/15 Blogging as Popular Culture: Social Media 

4/22 Putting it all together: Theory and Application 

4/29 Moving forward: Critical engagement with popular culture 

5/6 Final Paper Presentations/ Final Paper Due 

 

 


