
NCLC 312 – 001 Images & Experiences of Childhood 
Spring 2013 

 T 10:30 am – 1:10 pm 
 PLANET 206 

 
Kelly Dunne, Instructor 

(703) 993-1454 
kdunne@gmu.edu 

Enterprise 407 
 

Office Hours by appointment 
 
Using cross-cultural and historical examples, this multidisciplinary course considers childhood from a number of 
different perspectives, with the goal of realizing the various global images and experiences of childhood.  Using the 
humanities and social sciences, as well as contemporary media and popular culture, students will examine the 
cultural beliefs and values which define this crucial stage in human development.  We will consider the status of 
children in society and the significance of children's rights.  We will investigate the effects of poverty, ill-health, and 
violence on children's mental and physical well-being.   The commercialization of childhood as a factor in today’s 
popular culture will also be addressed.  Finally, we will discuss the ways in which children and young people become 
engaged with social issues, including issues surrounding their status as children.  This course earns 1 credit of 
experiential learning and students must successfully complete the experiential learning component to pass the 
course.  
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
• Comprehend that the images and experiences of childhood have varied throughout history, as well as culturally and 
geographically. 
• Understand how demographics, politics, religion and economics have shaped our changing images and experiences 
of childhood. 
• Discuss the various dimensions of adversity in childhood, such as poverty, ill-health and violence.  Investigate 
children’s levels of vulnerability and resiliency in the face of these difficulties. 
• Examine the interventions of adults, historical and contemporary, to improve children’s lives. 
• Realize the role children play in society today as producers and consumers, social activists, and an investment for 
the future. 
• Consider possible future images and experiences of childhood and the actions needed to realize them. 
• Develop a range of skills, tools and questions for analyzing various texts relating to childhood. 
• Demonstrate college-level oral and written communication skills. 
• Apply skills that will facilitate collaborative learning. 
 
 
NCLC 312 REQUIRED TEXTS 
• The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, John Boyne 
• Childhood in America, Paula S. Fass and Mary Ann Mason (Editors) 
• The Giver, Lois Lowry 
• Another required "text" for this course is your Mason email account.  Please check your email regularly for 
pertinent information.   

 
 
COURSE ASSESSMENT: 
• Participation  10% 
• In-class Exam  25% 
• Take-home Exam  25% 
• Experiential Learning 40% 

 
 



 
Participation = 10%.  Collaborative learning is an important feature of New Century College learning communities.  
Students are expected to attend class (arriving on time and remaining until the end of the session), to participate 
actively and responsibly, and to hand in all assignments when due.  Students are expected to read and be prepared to 
discuss the assigned texts.  There may be various in-class assignments which may be graded as a component of 
participation, including reading retention quizzes.   
 
 
In-class Exam = 25%.  There will be an in-class exam on prior material covered (historical context). 
 
 
Take-home Exam = 25%.  Students will complete an essay of 3-5 pages addressing course material previously 
covered.  The topic, relating to texts discussed in class, will be assigned and the essay will be due the following class 
meeting. 
 
 
Experiential Learning = 40%.  Students will complete a minimum of 25 hours of observation and reflective writing 
on assigned areas/topics.  These reflective writings will be due at assigned dates.  Details follow: 
 
1) Media & Consumerism: You will visit a toy store, a grocery store, and a bookstore and while there observe and 
investigate.  You will then write a 4 – 6 page reflective paper discussing the experience.  Be sure to include how this 
experience connects to topics discussed in class.  Also, include your observation notes.  
 
Toy Store (Note name of the store and day & time of visit) 

• How are the toys grouped?  By type?  By age-appropriateness?  By gender-appropriateness?  What do you 
think of the store organization tactics? 

• Were there any toys that seemed un-childlike or inappropriate for children?  
• Were there toys tied to other product lines (television shows, movies, books, etc.)? 
• Discuss the pricing of the toys?  Did it seem reasonable?  Any seem too expensive? 
• Who were the customers in the store?  Adults?   Children?  Both?  If there were children, what was their 

behavior? 
 
Grocery Store (Note name of the store and day & time of visit) 

• How is the food grouped?  Does there seem to be “children’s food” areas?   
• Are there displays that seemed to be aimed directly at children?  How can you tell the items are intended for 

children?  What marketing strategies are employed? 
• Were there any foods marketed to children that seemed un-childlike or inappropriate for children? 
• Were there foods tied to other product lines (television shows, movies, books, etc.)? 
• Discuss the pricing of the food?  Did it seem reasonable?  Any items seem too expensive? 
• Who were the customers in the store?  Adults?   Children?  Both?  If there were children, what was their 

behavior? 
 
Bookstore (Note name of the store and day & time of visit) 

• How are the books grouped?  Does there seem to be “children’s book” areas?   
• Are there displays that seemed to be aimed directly at children?  How can you tell the items are intended for 

children?  What marketing strategies are employed? 
• Were there any books marketed to children that seemed un-childlike or inappropriate for children? 
• Were there books tied to other product lines (television shows, movies, books, etc.)? 
• Discuss the pricing of the books?  Did it seem reasonable?  Any seem too expensive? 
• Who were the customers in the store?  Adults?   Children?  Both?  If there were children, what was their 

behavior? 
 
 
 
 



2) Childhood Memories:   You will interview six people, males and females, of varying ages.  You will submit six 
interview transcripts and your summary & analysis paper.  Included in your interview group should be someone: 

• Between the ages of 19 - 30 • Between the ages of 46 – 59 
• Between the ages of 31 - 45 • Over the age of 60 

 
You need to ask the following questions of everyone during your interviews, and you may ask others that are relevant 
to the conversation and our class themes.   

• How would you describe yourself as a child (shy, energetic, studious, serious, silly, scared, etc.)? 
• What is a pleasant memory from your childhood? 
• Do you feel you faced any sort of adversity as a child (poverty, bullying, illness, violence, danger, etc.)?  If 

so, do you mind sharing that experience? 
• Who were major influences or role models for you as a child? 
• Can you remember a specific experience or incident when you realized you were no longer a child?  Tell 

more if so. 
• On a scale of 5 – 1, with 5 being “excellent” and 1 being “poor”, how would you rate your childhood 

overall?  
• Has the world changed since you were a child?  How so or not? 
• Do you have any regular interaction with children in your life?  How so?  
• Are children today different then when you were a child?  How so or not? 

   
After each interview you should have a typewritten transcript of the interview that includes the questions and answers 
in their entirety (either tape record the interview – with the interviewee’s permission – and then transcribe the 
recording, or take detailed notes of the interviewee’s responses to your questions and type the responses up 
immediately afterward).   
 
Upon conducting all six interviews, you will write a 4 - 6 page summary and analysis of the entire interview process.  
In this, you will reflect on the interviews themselves:  

• Discuss how you chose your participants and each person’s comfort-level during the interview.   
• What was difficult, what was easy, what was surprising, what was expected, etc.?   
• Were any questions particularly hard for them to answer?   
• Did any seem “favorites” that they enjoyed answering?   
• What similarities and differences do you see among all answers given?   
• Can you detect any patterns, and if so, what are they and what do you think produced them? 
• How did this exercise connect to course topics and/or texts?   
• What did this exercise add to your understanding of the images and experiences of childhood? 

 
 

 
 Late Work.  Papers and other assignments are to be turned in to the instructors at the beginning of class on the 

day due.  Late work will be reduced one letter grade per day.  No work will be accepted over one week late 
without a valid written medical excuse or notice of death in the family.  Please do not plan to turn work in to your 
instructors’ mailbox unless you have specific permission to do so. Unless specifically stipulated, work should be 
submitted in class in hard copy format; emailed and faxed material is not acceptable. 

 
 



WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT GRADING STANDARDS 
 
All assignments are due at the beginning of class as noted in the daily schedule and must be typed using 11 or 12 
point font and one-inch margins, double-spaced, and stapled.  You must correctly and consistently use a recognized 
citation style, such as MLA, APA, Chicago Manual, etc.  For a summary of the styles, visit 
http://classweb.gmu.edu/nccwg/researchguide.htm.  As in all classes, you should keep a copy of all work submitted 
for possible use in your graduation portfolio. 
 
Score of A: Superior 

• Addresses the topic fully and explores the issue thoughtfully. 
• Shows substantial depth, fullness and complexity of thought. 
• Demonstrates clear, focused, coherent, and logical organization. 
• Is fully developed and detailed.  The point is clear and well stated. 
• Good introduction with clear thesis statement, and an effective conclusion. 
• Evidences superior control of diction, syntactic variety, and transition between paragraphs; only a few minor 

flaws. 
• Integrates evidence from texts to support ideas and arguments.  
• Proper citation of texts using a standard citation method. 

 
 
Score of B: Strong 

• Clearly addresses the topic and explores the issue. 
• Shows some depth and complexity of thought. 
• Is effectively organized.  Easy to follow and understand. 
• Is well developed, with supporting detail.  Logically coherent. 
• Demonstrates control of diction, syntactic variety, and transition; may have a few minor mechanical flaws. 
• Proper citation of texts using a standard citation method. 

 
 
Score of C: Competent 

• Adequately addresses the topic and explores the issue. 
• Shows clarity of thought but may lack complexity. 
• Is organized.  Can be followed with some difficulty. 
• Is adequately developed, with some detail.  Some logical fallacies or incoherent sentences/paragraphs. 
• Demonstrates competent writing; shows some flaws in syntax and grammar. 
• Proper citation of texts using a standard citation method. 

 
 
Score of D: Weak 

• May distort or neglect parts of the topic. 
• May be simplistic or stereotyped in thought. 
• May demonstrate problems in organization. 
• May have generalizations without supporting detail or detail without generalizations; may be undeveloped.  

Logically flawed; several incoherencies. 
• May reveal patterns of flaws in language, syntax or mechanics. 
• Improper citation method. 

 
 
Score of F: Inadequate 

• Demonstrates serious inadequacy in addressing the topic. 
• Fails in its attempts to discuss the topic. Illogical. 
• May be deliberately off-topic.  Extremely difficult to follow. 
• Is so incompletely developed as to suggest or demonstrate incompetency. 
• Is wholly incompetent mechanically. 
• Improper citation method. 

 



WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
As in any course, some adjustments to the schedule may be made during the semester.  It is the responsibility of 
students to come to class regularly and frequently monitor their Mason email account in order to stay informed 

about possible changes in activities or assignments. 
 
 
1/22:  Introduction to the course / Expectations 
 
 
1/29:  Historical Perspective of Childhood (Childhood as Social Construction) 

Discuss Fass Introduction & 2, 12, 37, 54, 62, 65, 70, 79, 94, 128, 157 
 
 

2/5:  Discuss Fass 14, 15, 16, 17, 59, 76, 112 
Slide show (portraits and journalistic photos)  
Exam Review 
 

 
2/12:  In-class exam 
 
 
2/19:  Adversity & Resiliency 

Discuss Adversity & Resiliency handout 
  View & discuss Ma vie en rose (90 min) 
 
 
2/26:  View Children of Heaven (1 hr 41 min) 

Take home exam assigned 
   

 
3/5:  Children & Violence 

Discuss Fass chapters 46, 61, 123, 147 
View & discuss The Jonesboro Schoolyard Ambush (50 min) 
Take home exam due 

 
 
3/12:  Spring Break 
 
 
3/19:  Discuss The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 

View & discuss My Knees Were Jumping: Remembering the Kindertransport (74 min) 
 
 
3/26  No class – Work on Experiential Learning   
 
 
4/2:  Saving the Child 

Discuss Fass Chapters 63, 69, 98, 108, 109, 111, 138, 139, 140, 142 
View & discuss Orphan Trains (60 min) 

 
 
4/9: Commercialization of Childhood 

Discuss Fass Chapter 176 & 177 
View & discuss Consuming Kids: the Commercialization of Childhood (66 min)  
*First Experiential Learning Project due 

 



 
4/16:  Modern Childhood 

Discuss Fass Chapter 8, 9, 44, 51, 105, 132 
Discuss Gendercide: the Worldwide War on Baby Girls 
(http://www.economist.com/node/15636231) 
View & discuss Hyper Parents & Coddled Kids (45 min) 

 
 
4/23:  Adversity & Resiliency 

Discuss The Giver and How to Land Your Kid in Therapy 
(http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/print/2011/07/how-to-land-your-kid-in-therapy/8555/) 

 
 
4/30:  Course Wrap-up & Evaluations 
 *Second Experiential Learning Project due 
 

 
 
 

Last Day to Add = January 29, 2013  Last Day to Drop = February 22, 2013 
 

Elective Withdrawal Period = February 25 – March 29, 2013 
 


