
  

Dear Alumus, 
 

I am delighted to announce that we have re-launched an improved CHSS alumni website. 
Through the website, you’ll be able to find up-to-date CHSS alumni information, news, and 
events. I hope you’ll visit chss.gmu.edu/alumni and tell us what you think by writing to 

chssalum@gmu.edu.  
  

I would like to recognize the following faculty members for their outstanding recent 
achievements: 
  

Jo-Marie Burt, director of the Latin American Studies Program and 
co-director of the Center for Global Studies, has helped return 
democracy to Peru with her award-winning research. Burt’s 
research helped expose the crimes of Peru’s former president, 
Alberto Fujimori, who was convicted of human rights violations and 
sentenced to 25 years in prison in 2009. Salomon Lerner Ghitis, 
prime minister of Peru, recognized Burt “for her work on the behalf 

of the restoration of democracy to Peru and in favor of the promotion of human rights.” Read 
more here.  
  

Tyler Cowen, Holbert C. Harris Chair of Economics and general director of 
the Mercatus Center, attracted a full house at the second Economics 
Community Forum, held on February 7. Cowen discussed the current state of 
Greece and analyzed hypothetical scenarios in which the same type of 
economic recession worsens in Greece and spreads to other nations. Read 
more about Cowen’s discussion on “What Has Gone Wrong With Europe?” 
and what he foresees for our own economy here. 

  

Steven Pearlstein, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
business columnist and faculty member in the 
Department of Public and International Affairs, recently authored a 
column in The Washington Post about the Washington, D.C. 
economy. Read Pearlstein’s latest article.  
  

I’d like to also congratulate the following alumni for their recent 
distinguished accomplishments: 

 Deborah Willis, PhD Cultural Studies '02, showcased her work, “Progeny,” at the GMU 
Fine Arts Gallery in Fairfax.  

 Emily Morris, MA History of Decorative Arts '12, was recently appointed as the new 
curator at Gunston Hall, the historic home of founding father, George Mason. 

 Whitney Hopkins, MA History of Decorative Arts '09, has been named historical 
programs and collections associate at the American Red Cross. 

 Maggie DeBoard, BS Law Enforcement '86, has been appointed the new Chief of Police 
of Herndon. 

 Ron Rosenbaum, BA Speech Communication '93, has been appointed to senior vice 
president of marketing & business development at the Sporting Goods Manufacturers 
Association. 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

  

3rd Annual Film Series on Global Justice: La 
Sierra 

Wednesday, March 7 

4:30-7 p.m. 
Research Hall, 163 

  

This award-winning film portrays three of La 
Sierra's inhabitants: 22-year-old paramilitary 
leader Edison, a self-professed killer and 
father of six children by six women; gang 
soldier Jesus, ready for death at any moment; 
and Cielo, only 17 and already a mother with 
a boyfriend in prison. Read more. 
  
  

An Evening with Karagoz and Hacivat 

Wednesday, March 28 

7-9 p.m. 
City of Fairfax Regional Library 

10360 North Street 

Fairfax, VA 

 

The Ali Vural Ak Center for Global Islamic 
Studies and the Fairfax Public Library present 
“An Evening with Karagoz and Hacivat,” a 
family-oriented event, which will includes 
two traditional Turkish shadow puppet 
performances and a family workshop for 
children and adults. Register here. 
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I’m also pleased to tell you about our new MA in Science Communication and Science 
Communication Certificate offered by the Department of Communication. These new programs 
are designed to meet the needs of government agencies, private companies, universities, media, 
and non-profit organizations who need professional science communicators that can bridge the 
gap between science and the public. For more information, contact the department at 703-993-
1090, or email Susanna Priest.  
  

The Middle East Studies Program (MESP) is planning several exciting events, including a 
documentary-making workshop, and showing of the film Cultures of Resistance. MESP is an 
interdisciplinary degree program that provides students with a well-rounded education by 
exposing them to the history, politics, culture, and language of the region. The program 
emphasizes the need for students to develop an understanding of the region's history and 
diversity in order to delve into a more complex analysis of the forces which shape the politics 
and dynamics of the modern Middle East. For more information, please contact Bassam Haddad.  
  

We are looking forward to an exciting spring semester and I hope you’ll visit our new website 
often.  
  

Yours in Patriot Pride, 

 
Jack R. Censer 
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

  

Alumni Website 

Alumni Events 

Alumni Weekend 

Donate to CHSS 

Vision Series 

Become a Fan on Facebook 

Follow CHSS on Twitter 
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