
  

Dear Alumnus, 
  

October was a busy month in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences. We’ve just posted 
recaps on our website from a journalism panel featuring Steven Pearlstein, Juan Williams, Angie 
Goff, and Kathleen deLaski, and a remarkable talk given by Mrs. Tawakkol Karaman, one of the 
2011 Nobel Peace Prize winners. 
  

Now as we enter the holiday season, we asked a few friends to tell us why they are thankful this 
year: 
  

"I am thankful for having a loving wife, wonderful children, and grandchildren, 
and an extended family that keeps me feeling young. I am also thankful to be 
able to give back to George Mason through my role on the Advisory Board. 
Meeting and interacting with others who are also interested in making Mason an 
even better place to learn is a very rewarding experience for me."-Robert 
Lightburn, MA ’04, Advisory Board Chair, College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences 

  

“Now in the midst of my 32nd year at Mason, first as a faculty 
member and now as an associate dean, I'm grateful that I've been given the 
opportunity to grow along with the college. It's been a challenging time. I've 
learned a great deal and hope I've been able to give back as much as I've 
received. I'm also thankful for the wonderful people I work with every day. 
Without them the work would be far less enjoyable, if indeed even possible.” -
Dee Ann Holisky, Senior Associate Dean, College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences 

  

“I'm thankful for my wonderful and supportive family who has done so much 
for me and I am more than thankful to be a part of the George Mason Club 
football team as the team photographer. By far it is the best experience, and 
I'm thankful for the opportunity.” -Ariff Azahari, BA ’09, Communication 

  

I hope you will come back to visit us soon, either for one of our academic 
events, or for our Sixth Annual Dean’s Tailgate, which will be on January 21 at 
2 p.m. before the men’s basketball game against Towson University. Stay 
tuned for more details! 

  

Yours in Patriot Pride, 

 
Jack R. Censer 
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

  

Alumni Events 

Alumni Weekend Wrap-Up 

Donate to CHSS 

Vision Series 

Become a Fan on Facebook 

Follow CHSS on Twitter 

  
 

 

Upcoming Events 

  

Lost & Found Stories: 100 Years of 
Leadership and Courage in Black Northern 
Virginia 

November 12 

10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Mason Hall 
Meese Room, D3, and Atrium 

  
  

An Evening with Filmmaker Tom Davenport 
of Folkstreams.net 

November 15 

7:30-9 p.m. 
Johnson Center, Cinema 

  
  

Mason Professor Eric McGlinchey to Speak 
on Politics and Islam in Central Asia at 
Kennan Institute 

November 17 

8:30-10:30 a.m. 
One Woodrow Wilson Plaza 

1300 Pennsylvania Ave, NW Washington, D.C. 
  
  

New events are added regularly - please 
check our events site  
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