
Resources for Finding Folklore-related Jobs

A degree or certificate in Folklore Studies prepares you for a range of jobs within
and outside of academia.

Folklorists are skilled in listening, oral and written communication, interpretation,
cultural documentation, programming, cross-cultural communication,
interviewing, ethnographic research methods, digital storytelling, photography,
oral history, archiving, transcribing, curation, grant writing, event planning, and
editing.

Folklorists work for schools; universities; museums; arts and culture nonprofits;
municipal, state, and federal agencies; international non-governmental
organizations; publishers; and as contract workers.

Below are some resources helpful for those seeking professional opportunities as
folklorists or in the arts and culture sector more generally.

Job Resource Websites

The Alliance

“The Alliance mission is to facilitate collaboration, innovation, strategic growth
and cultural impact for the media arts field.” They focus on connecting community
media organizations with artists, storytellers, and other creatives.

https://www.thealliance.media/job-bank/

The American Folklore Society Career Center

One of the many resources for folklorists on the American Folklore Society’s
website is their career center. The webpage features a portal where you can
receive general career advice, job coaching, or have someone review your

https://www.thealliance.media/job-bank/


resume. The webpage also has a section where you can view listings for both full
time and contracted jobs that are relevant to the field

https://jobs.afsnet.org/

American Alliance of Museums

The American Alliance of Museums is an organization that connects thousands
of museums to advocate for museums as a whole as well as “providing museum
professionals with the resources, knowledge, inspiration, and connections they
need to move the field forward.”

https://www.aam-us.org/

Americans for the Arts

This site is another job site for those in the arts and culture sector. Their mission
is “ to build recognition and support for the extraordinary and dynamic value of
the arts and to lead, serve, and advance the diverse networks of organizations
and individuals who cultivate the arts in America.Connecting your best ideas and
leaders from the arts, communities, and business, together we can work to
ensure that every American has access to the transformative power of the arts.”

https://jobbank.artsusa.org

Art Jobs

Art jobs is a job listings website for employment opportunities in the arts and
culture sector. Job listings are available throughout the country and range from
full positions to internships.

https://artjobs.artsearch.us

Arts Admin Jobs

https://jobs.afsnet.org/
https://www.aam-us.org/
https://jobbank.artsusa.org
https://artjobs.artsearch.us


Arts Admin Jobs is a site that focuses on connecting employers and job seekers
in the arts and culture sector. All jobs are free to post for employers and it is free
for job seekers to upload any and all resumes. There are also payment plans to
purchase more featured listings.

https://artsadminjobs.com/

The Arts and Cultural Production Satellite Account (ACPSA)

“(ACPSA) was developed through a partnership between the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA).
This interactive dashboard allows you to explore state level ACPSA data through
figures, including value added to state economies through arts and cultural
production, as well as employment and compensation figures for the creative
workforce. Navigate the charts to compare trends and current data for particular
states and industries.”

https://nasaa-arts.org/nasaa_research/creative-economy-state-profiles/

BIPOC Arts

BIPOC Arts is a job search website that developed “in July 2020 out of a desire
to have a collective place that features and celebrates BIPOC individuals in
opera.” The site is committed to antiracism, and nowadays it has expanded to
feature jobs of all sorts available within the arts and culture sector.

https://www.bipocarts.com/jobs.html#/

DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities

“The DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities (CAH) is an independent
agency in the District of Columbia government. First established in 1968, it
evaluates and initiates action on matters relating to the arts and humanities.

https://artsadminjobs.com/
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https://www.bipocarts.com/jobs.html#/


Additionally, CAH encourages programs and the development of programs that
promote progress in the arts and humanities. CAH is the designated state arts
agency for the District of Columbia.”

https://dcarts.dc.gov/page/about-cah

Glassdoor

Glassdoor is a website that compiles information on companies, including
salaries and experience testimonials, and releases them anonymously to the
public. This is a great resource to be sure that the position you are applying for is
really for you. However, you need to make an account before you can search any
positions.

https://www.glassdoor.com/index.htm

Indeed.com

Indeed is as good a place as any to start searching for jobs. According to their
homepage, “Indeed is the #1 job site in the world with over 350M+ unique visitors
every month. Indeed strives to put job seekers first, giving them free access to
search for jobs, post resumes, and research companies.”

https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/knowledge-skills-and-abilities

Idealist.org

This is the largest job bank for non profit jobs around the world. The site lists
many postings for work at arts and arts-related organizations.

https://www.idealist.org/en

The National Trust for Historic Preservation
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The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a private non-profit based in
Washington DC that works to preserve various historical places across the
country. They provide awards and grants to those who work aligns with their
mission as well as opportunities to be a part of the trust.

https://savingplaces.org/preservation-leadership-forum

Theater Communications Group ArtSearch

“Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for theatre,
leads for a just and thriving theatre ecology…;TCG reaches over one million
students, audience members, and theatre professionals each year through its
programs and services. TCG offers networking and knowledge-building
opportunities through research, communications, and events, including the
annual TCG National Conference, one of the largest nationwide gatherings of
theatre people; awards grants and scholarships to theatre companies and
individual artists; advocates on the federal level; and through the Global Theater
Initiative, TCG's partnership with the Laboratory for Global Performance and
Politics, serves as the U.S. Center of the International Theatre Institute.”

https://www.tcg.org/artsearch

USAJobs

USAJobs is the U.S government’s job site for listing jobs for listing civil service
job opportunities with federal agencies around the country. There are different
sections of jobs to sort listings that would fit certain people, such as veterans or
recent graduates best.

https://www.usajobs.gov/

Virginia Association of Museums
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The Virginia Association of Museums (VAM), according to their mission 
statement, “advocates for the importance of museums in our communities and 
strengthens the cultural sector by supporting museum professionals throughout 
their careers with professional development, networking, and thought 
leadership”.

https://www.vamuseums.org/career-center

Of course this list is not exhaustive, so in addition to these resources when 
searching for a job, it is good to look for:

-organizations and venues that you have been to and love
-Their websites and social media such as LinkedIn, Facebook, and
X(Twitter)
-local government job webpages (not every available job is going to be
posted on a big job bank.)
-Individual government agency website
-local government contractors

https://www.vamuseums.org/career-center

