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Death Penalty (CJ, LAWS) 
Capital punishment (or, the death penalty) is a long-standing and controversial issue in the 
United States’ legal system. This course will provide an in-depth examination of the practice, 
both historically and in contemporary society. We will discuss the history and evolution of the 
death penalty, including the laws governing it (especially Supreme Court cases), how coverage 
of it has changed, and how the anti-death penalty movement has developed. We also will cover 
the contemporary death penalty including current state policies and current controversial issues 
(e.g., the use of lethal injection, wrongful convictions, etc.). While the course will cover some of 
the moral and ethical issues surrounding capital punishment, most of our focus will be on legal 
and empirical matters. Through this course, students will develop a broad, multi-disciplinary 
understanding of the death penalty and its effects.    
 
Disorder and Crime in Urban Areas (CJ) 
In 1982 Wilson and Kelling published their seminal piece “Broken Windows” in the Atlantic 
Monthly in which they suggest that disorder has criminogenic effects with untended disorder 
eventually leading to crime problems. Since then, urban disorder has become a center of public 
policy. Disorder has been viewed by urban sociologists as a manifestation of the social diversity 
of a place where people come from different racial, ethnic, social, and economic backgrounds.  
Thus, disorder is considered a byproduct that comes with the modernization of urban cities. On 
the contrary, criminologists often classify disorder as a social negativity. In our fast-changing 
society, these contrasting viewpoints illustrate the subjective nature of what disorder is and its 
corresponding social meanings. In this course we will go over literature that discuss the 
association between crime and disorder and identify “factors” that affect individual perception of 
urban disorder. We will also engage in in-depth discussion on how our personal preferences 
affect the way we perceive and evaluate urban disorder.   
 
Preventing School Violence (CJ) 
The course will focus on preventing school violence and enhancing campus safety. We will 
examine some of the high-profile incidents of the recent past, discuss violence reduction 
strategies, examine the emerging role of the school safety officer, and SRO, in 2021. We will 
consider the impact of gangs in schools, terrorism, youth mental health first aid, threat 
assessment, crisis management, incident command, the need for building relationships, and the 
role of social media. We will examine the phenomenon of teen suicide, and discuss the equity 
issues that limit student success and impact school violence. 
 
Public Corruption Law and Case Studies (CJ) 
This course will discuss the legal framework in the U.S. to fight government corruption 
including instruction on The Hobbs Act and RICO statutes, among others. During the course, 
case studies will be presented to generate discussion and learning about corruption at every level 
of government and assist students with understanding the different types of corruption from 
election fraud to police corruption. This course is timely in light of efforts to undermine our 
democracy and frequent, false claims that the most recent federal election was fraudulent. The 



instructor has years of experience investigating election fraud and corruption, including 
campaign finance violations, and will generate discussions on these issues. 
 
Serial Offenders: Theory, Practice and Analysis (CJ, IS Minor) 
This course will examine the different types of serial offenders.  Students will study the methods 
of case analysis and crime linkage.  Case studies are used throughout the course to thoroughly 
examine the behavioral aspects of serial offenders, the aspects of serial crimes and the 
investigative process.  This course will examine factors that influence serious violent criminals 
and their behavior.  Students will learn the investigative process as it applies to serial offenders 
by examining case linkage analysis, profiling serial offenders, and victimology.  This course will 
focus specifically on serial murder, rape, arson and sex offenders.  
 
Parentheses at the end of the course title indicate if the course can be applied towards the 
Criminal Justice (CJ), Law and Society (LAWS), or Homeland Security and Justice (HSJ) 
concentration for the Criminology, Law & Society major and or the Intelligence Analysis/Studies 
minor (IA/IS). 
 


