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Figure 1. Immigrants in Maryland 

DistribuƟon of Immigrants  

FigureÊ1ÊshowsÊhowÊtheÊimmigrantÊpopulaƟonÊisÊdistributedÊacrossÊtheÊstateÊofÊMaryland.ÊTheÊtopÊfiveÊcounƟesÊwithÊtheÊmostÊforeign-
bornÊresidents,ÊasÊaÊproporƟonÊofÊtotalÊcountyÊpopulaƟon,Êare:ÊMontgomeryÊ(32%),ÊPrinceÊGeorge’sÊ(23%),ÊHowardÊ(21%),ÊBalƟmoreÊ
(12%)ÊandÊFrederickÊ(11%).ÊÊTheÊcounƟesÊwithÊtheÊlowestÊshareÊofÊimmigrantsÊinÊtheÊstateÊofÊMarylandÊare:ÊCecilÊ(4%)ÊSomersetÊ(4%),Ê
CalvertÊ(3%),ÊAlleganyÊ(2%),ÊandÊGarreƩÊ(1%). 

2020 NUMBERS AT A GLANCE 

· 44,411,750: ApproximateÊnumberÊ
ofÊimmigrantsÊlivingÊinÊtheÊU.S.Ê
(14%ÊofÊtheÊpopulaƟon) 

· 916,180: ApproximateÊnumberÊofÊ
immigrantsÊinÊMarylandÊ(15%ÊofÊ
theÊstate’sÊpopulaƟon) 

· 27,580:ÊApproximateÊnumberÊofÊ
immigrantsÊinÊFrederickÊCounty,Ê
(11%ÊofÊtheÊcounty'sÊpopulaƟon) 

· 0.5%: EsƟmatedÊincreaseÊinÊtheÊ
numberÊofÊimmigrantsÊinÊFrederickÊ
CountyÊinÊtheÊpastÊ10Êyears 

· 9th: RankÊofÊMarylandÊamongÊtheÊ
50ÊstatesÊandÊtheÊDistrictÊofÊ
ColumbiaÊinÊtermsÊofÊimmigrantsÊasÊ
aÊpercentageÊofÊtheÊstate’sÊtotalÊ
populaƟon 

All analysis in this fact sheet is based on source data from the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2016-2020 distributed through  IPUMS-USA, University of 
Minnesota, www.ipums.org, unless otherwise noted.  
 
PleaseÊnoteÊthatÊtheÊtermsÊ“immigrant”ÊandÊ“foreignÊborn”ÊareÊusedÊinterchangeablyÊthroughoutÊthisÊfactÊsheet.ÊForeignÊbornÊrefersÊtoÊindividualsÊwhoÊareÊnotÊaÊU.S.ÊciƟzenÊ
atÊbirthÊorÊwhoÊwereÊbornÊoutsideÊtheÊU.S.,ÊPuertoÊRicoÊorÊotherÊU.SÊ.territoriesÊandÊwhoseÊparentsÊareÊnotÊU.S.ÊciƟzens.ÊTheÊforeignÊbornÊmayÊincludeÊnaturalizedÊU.S.Ê
ciƟzens,ÊLegalÊPermanentÊResidents,ÊtemporaryÊresidents,ÊrefugeesÊandÊasylees,ÊandÊothers.ÊAddiƟonally,ÊnaƟveÊbornÊincludesÊthoseÊwhoÊareÊU.S.ÊciƟzensÊatÊbirth,ÊthoseÊbornÊ
inÊtheÊUnitedÊStates,ÊPuertoÊRico,ÊorÊotherÊU.S.Êterritories,ÊandÊthoseÊbornÊabroadÊtoÊaÊparentÊwhoÊisÊaÊU.S.ÊciƟzen.Ê 
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  Immigrants in Frederick 
County, Maryland 

All Other Immigrants in  
Maryland, Excluding  

Frederick County 
No High School Diploma 18% 19% 
High School Diploma 18% 18% 
Some College or Associate’s  
Degree 22% 19% 
Bachelor’s Degree 21% 22% 
Master's, Professional, or  
Doctoral Degree 21% 22% 

EsƟmated Immigrant  
PopulaƟon 24,380 770,393 

Figure 3. EducaƟonal AƩainment Among Immigrants 
Age 25+ EducaƟonal AƩainment 

ImmigrantsÊinÊFrederickÊCountyÊhaveÊ
similarÊratesÊofÊeducaƟonalÊaƩainmentÊ
comparedÊtoÊallÊotherÊimmigrantsÊinÊ
Maryland.ÊForÊexample,Ê42%ÊofÊ
immigrantsÊinÊFrederickÊCountyÊaƩainedÊaÊ
bachelor’sÊdegreeÊorÊhigher,ÊjustÊslightlyÊ
lowerÊthanÊimmigrantsÊinÊtheÊremainderÊ
ofÊMarylandÊ(44%).ÊAddiƟonally,Ê36%ÊofÊ
immigrantsÊinÊFrederickÊÊCountyÊhaveÊ
aƩainedÊaÊhighÊschoolÊdiplomaÊorÊlessÊ
comparedÊwithÊ37ÊpercentÊinÊtheÊrestÊofÊ
Maryland. 

Figure 4. Languages Spoken at Home Among Immigrants  
Age 5+ 

Country of Birth 
ElÊSalvadorÊranksÊasÊtheÊtopÊcountryÊofÊbirthÊ
forÊimmigrantsÊinÊbothÊFrederickÊCountyÊ
(15%)ÊandÊtheÊremainderÊofÊMarylandÊ(12%).Ê
TheÊremainingÊtopÊ4ÊcountriesÊofÊbirthÊforÊ
FrederickÊCountyÊareÊallÊLaƟnÊAmericanÊ
countriesÊÊsuchÊasÊGuatemalaÊ(7%)ÊandÊ
MexicoÊ(4%)ÊasÊwellÊasÊAsianÊcountriesÊ
includingÊIndiaÊ(7%)ÊandÊChinaÊ(5%).ÊÊ
However,ÊinÊaddiƟonÊtoÊLaƟnÊAmericanÊandÊ
AsianÊcountriesÊalsoÊbeingÊreflectedÊinÊtheÊ
remainingÊtopÊ4ÊcountriesÊofÊoriginÊforÊtheÊ
restÊofÊMaryland,ÊNigeriaÊranksÊasÊtheÊ4thÊ
mostÊcommonÊcountryÊofÊbirthÊamongÊ
immigrantsÊinÊtheÊremainderÊofÊMarylandÊ
(4%). 

Figure 2. Countries of Birth Among Immigrants  

Languages Spoken at Home 
SpanishÊandÊEnglishÊrankÊasÊtheÊ1stÊandÊ2ndÊmostÊ
spokenÊlanguagesÊamongÊimmigrantsÊbothÊinÊ
FrederickÊCountyÊandÊtheÊremainderÊofÊMaryland.Ê
WhileÊFrenchÊranksÊasÊtheÊ3rdÊmostÊspokenÊ
languageÊamongÊimmigrantsÊinÊFrederickÊCountyÊ
(6%),ÊitÊdoesÊnotÊappearÊinÊtheÊtopÊfiveÊlistÊforÊtheÊ
remainderÊofÊMaryland.ÊRather,ÊHindiÊandÊrelatedÊ
languagesÊranksÊasÊtheÊ3rdÊmostÊspokenÊlanguageÊ
inÊtheÊremainderÊofÊMarylandÊ(7%).ÊSub-SaharanÊ
AfricanÊlanguagesÊandÊChineseÊroundÊoutÊtheÊtopÊ
5ÊlanguagesÊamongÊImmigrantsÊforÊbothÊFrederickÊ
CountyÊandÊtheÊremainderÊofÊMaryland.ÊInÊ
regardsÊtoÊEnglishÊproficiencyÊamongÊimmigrantsÊ
inÊtheÊtwoÊreferenceÊgroups,Ê64%ÊofÊimmigrantsÊ
inÊFrederickÊCountyÊareÊproficientÊinÊEnglish,ÊjustÊ
slightlyÊhigherÊthanÊtheÊEnglishÊproficiencyÊamongÊ
immigrantsÊinÊtheÊremainderÊofÊMarylandÊ(62%). 
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Figure 6. OccupaƟon Among Immigrants 
In the Labor Force, Employed, Ages 16-65 

Figure 5. Employment Status Among Immigrants  
In the Labor Force, Ages 16-65 
 

Employment Status 

SimilarÊtoÊeducaƟonalÊaƩainmentÊamongÊ
immigrantsÊasÊhighlightedÊinÊFigureÊ3Êabove,Ê
thereÊareÊsimilarÊratesÊofÊemploymentÊ
betweenÊtheÊtwoÊreferenceÊgroups.Ê96%ÊofÊ
ImmigrantsÊinÊFrederickÊCountyÊareÊemployedÊ
comparedÊwithÊ95%ÊinÊtheÊremainderÊofÊtheÊ
Maryland.Ê 

Immigrants in Frederick County, Maryland All Other Immigrants in Maryland,  
Excluding Frederick County 

Service OccupaƟons 22% Service OccupaƟons 23% 
Management, Business, and Financial  
OccupaƟons 16% 

Management, Business, and Financial 
OccupaƟons 14% 

Computer, Engineering, and Science  
OccupaƟons 13% Computer, Engineering, and Science  

OccupaƟons 12% 

ConstrucƟon and ExtracƟon OccupaƟons 8% ConstrucƟon and ExtracƟon OccupaƟons 9% 

Office and AdministraƟve Support OccupaƟons 8% EducaƟon, Legal, Community Service, 
Arts, and Media  OccupaƟons 8% 

7 Other OccupaƟonal Groups 33% 8 Other OccupaƟonal Groups 34% 
EsƟmated Immigrant PopulaƟon 18,821 EsƟmated Immigrant PopulaƟon 561,909 

ForÊfactsheetsÊthatÊexamineÊpopulaƟonsÊatÊtheÊhouseholdÊlevel,ÊpleaseÊnoteÊthatÊaÊhouseholdÊincludesÊallÊtheÊpeopleÊwhoÊoccupyÊaÊhousingÊunit.ÊAÊnaƟve-bornÊU.S.ÊciƟzenÊ
householdÊisÊdefinedÊasÊaÊhouseholdÊwhichÊisÊheadedÊbyÊaÊnaƟve-bornÊU.S.ÊciƟzen,ÊregardlessÊofÊtheÊimmigraƟonÊstatusÊofÊtheÊspouse.ÊConversely,ÊanÊimmigrant-headedÊ
householdÊisÊdefinedÊasÊaÊhouseholdÊwhichÊisÊheadedÊbyÊaÊforeign-bornÊindividual,ÊregardlessÊofÊtheÊimmigraƟonÊstatusÊofÊtheÊspouse.ÊForÊfactÊsheetsÊthatÊexamineÊtotalÊ
householdÊincome,ÊpleaseÊnoteÊthatÊtheÊtotalÊannualÊincomeÊofÊallÊmembersÊinÊtheÊhouseholdÊisÊincludedÊinÊtheÊanalysis.ÊForÊfactÊsheetsÊthatÊexamineÊpersonalÊincome,Ê
personalÊincomeÊrefersÊtoÊtotalÊpersonalÊincomeÊearnedÊonÊanÊannualÊbasis. 
 
ForÊfactÊsheetsÊthatÊexamineÊpovertyÊstatus,ÊpleaseÊnoteÊthatÊitÊexcludesÊindividualsÊwhoÊliveÊinÊgroupÊquartersÊandÊthoseÊwhoÊareÊunderÊtheÊageÊofÊ18ÊwithÊnoÊfamily. 
 
ÊIIRÊfactÊsheetsÊareÊcreatedÊfollowingÊstandardÊdefiniƟonsÊestablishedÊbyÊtheÊU.S.ÊCensusÊBureau.ÊPleaseÊconsultÊhƩps://www.census.gov/topics/ÊforÊclarificaƟonÊasÊtoÊ
importantÊdisƟncƟonsÊsuchÊasÊthoseÊbetweenÊindustryÊandÊoccupaƟon.Ê 

OccupaƟon 
TheÊtopÊfourÊoccupaƟonalÊgroupsÊamongÊimmigrantsÊinÊFrederickÊCountyÊareÊtheÊsameÊasÊthoseÊforÊtheÊremainderÊofÊ
Maryland.ÊImmigrantsÊinÊbothÊgroupsÊareÊalsoÊemployedÊinÊtheseÊfourÊoccupaƟonsÊatÊnearlyÊidenƟcalÊratesÊ(59%Êvs.Ê
58%).ÊÊHowever,ÊoccupaƟonsÊamongÊtheÊtwoÊreferenceÊgroupsÊdifferÊwithÊtheÊ5thÊmostÊpopularÊoccupaƟonalÊgroupsÊ
amongÊimmigrants.ÊForÊexample,ÊimmigrantsÊinÊFrederickÊCountyÊareÊmoreÊlikelyÊtoÊbeÊemployedÊinÊofficeÊandÊ
administraƟveÊsupportÊoccupaƟonsÊ(8%Êvs.Ê7%)ÊwhileÊallÊotherÊimmigrantsÊinÊMarylandÊareÊmoreÊlikelyÊtoÊbeÊ
employedÊinÊeducaƟon,Êlegal,ÊcommunityÊservice,Êarts,ÊandÊmediaÊoccupaƟonsÊ(8%Êvs.7%). 
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ImmigraƟon Data on Demand (iDod) 

TheÊgoalÊofÊiDodÊisÊtoÊconnectÊpeopleÊwithÊcustomizedÊdataÊaboutÊ
immigrantsÊinÊparƟcularÊregionsÊorÊsectorsÊofÊinterest.ÊThisÊdataÊ
providesÊinsightsÊintoÊtheÊvitalÊcontribuƟonsÊimmigrantsÊmakeÊtoÊtheÊ
economyÊandÊsociety. 

The InsƟtute for ImmigraƟon Research (IIR) 

TheÊIIR’sÊmissionÊisÊtoÊproduceÊvalid,Êreliable,ÊandÊobjecƟveÊ
mulƟdisciplinaryÊresearchÊonÊimmigrantsÊandÊimmigraƟonÊto theÊ
UnitedÊStatesÊandÊtoÊdisseminateÊthisÊinformaƟonÊthroughÊpeer-
reviewedÊacademicÊjournals,ÊasÊwellÊasÊinÊprintÊandÊdigitalÊformatsÊ
thatÊmakeÊthisÊresearchÊeasilyÊaccessibleÊtoÊpolicy-makers,ÊtheÊ
media,ÊtheÊbusinessÊcommunity,ÊandÊtheÊgeneralÊpublic.ÊTheÊ
InsƟtuteÊforÊImmigraƟonÊResearchÊisÊaÊjointÊventureÊbetweenÊ
GeorgeÊMasonÊUniversityÊandÊtheÊImmigrantÊLearningÊCenter,ÊInc.Ê
(ILC)ÊofÊMalden,ÊMA. 

www.iir.gmu.edu 

4400 University Drive, MSN 1D7 

Fairfax, VA 22030 

703.993.5833 


