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What's inside this issue:

 

LinkedIn:  @MasonCOMM  |  Instagram:  @MasonCOMM
Facebook:  @MasonCOMMDep  |  Twitter:  @MasonCOMMDept

Website: communication.gmu.edu 

Wondering what Communication courses to take this Spring semester?
Check out our Mason COMM Course offerings for Spring 2023 by
scanning the QR code or visiting our website: 

communication.gmu.edu



WELCOME TO SPRING 2023: GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR
T

Dear Mason Communication Community,

Greetings friends and colleagues! This is a bittersweet newsletter for me. I will soon complete 10 years as the Chair of this wonderful department. In August our new (to-
be-named) leader will take the helm. While I will miss the daily opportunities to solve problems, create organizational structures to prevent them, and help people achieve
their goals, I look forward to a quieter life of teaching and writing as a member of the faculty. Over the past decade, we have navigated both calm and raging seas
together. What lies ahead will be the responsibility of someone new.  I am eager to support our next chair as they chart the future of MasonCOMM.

I started my leadership of this department in an old and crumbling building known to occasionally attract the odd squirrel or two into the interior, moved to a tidy little
“module” (better known as a “trailer” to the outside world) that we shared with the field mice who sometimes popped in from the wooded area behind, and now occupy a
shiny new building (described by its architects as “a soaring cathedral of learning and discovery” – but which seems to be devoid of woodland creatures (thus far). The
humans who occupy our suite of offices on the 5th floor of Horizon Hall are supportive and caring colleagues who together have created a warm and welcoming
community. The work that they do – in the classroom, in their research, and in their outreach – is truly superb. What a talented and accomplished group they are! The
kindness found in this community of colleagues is unmatched. I look forward to continuing to work with them shoulder-to-shoulder as I return to a full-time faculty role.

Congratulations to those who graduated in December 2022, and to those looking forward to graduating in May 2023! Welcome to our MasonCOMM alumni community!
Please reach out to us if you want to remain involved after you graduate.

If you are planning to be on campus, please let us know and be sure to come by our offices in Horizon Hall. It is a gorgeous space, and we’d love to show you around! 

Like and follow MasonCOMM to stay updated.

Please take care of yourselves and one another.

Stay COMM and Carry On!

Dr. Anne Nicotera



DEPARTMENT NEWS

 

Mason COMM NCA Award
 

#MasonCOMM was honored to host the National Communication Association 2022 Doctoral
Honors Seminar which brought together 30 doctoral students and 9 distinguished faculty from
across the nation. It was a productive and transformative experience for these students.

Special thanks to our chair, Anne M. Nicotera for hosting and the College of Humanities and Social
Sciences for their support. 

This past fall semester, the National Communication Association (NCA) awarded the Mason COMM
with a Presidential Citation of Service Award for our work as host of the 2022 NCA Doctoral
Honors Seminar.

Mason COMM was recognized at the Legislative Assembly and during the Presidential Address and
Awards Ceremony at the 2022 NCA convention in New Orleans. Mason COMM would like to thank
all of our planners, hosts, mentors and participants. It was a truly rewarding experience all around.

Ed Maibach Elected to National Academy of Medicine 
AND featured in the 'Washingtonian' 

. 

Meet New Mason COMM Faculty Member: 
 B R E N N A  M A L O N E Y  

Brenna Maloney is joining the Mason COMM
Faculty this Spring 2023 semester as a full time

Journalism Professor.

Brenna Maloney has a bachelor’s degree in

public and corporate communication from

Butler University and a master’s degree in

journalism from Michigan State University. 

She began her career as a graphics reporter

for the Knight-Ridder Tribune wire service.

Brenna was a longtime reporter and editor for

The Washington Post before leaving The Post

to become the managing editor for National

Geographic’s Explorer magazine. She led the

magazine for 12 years before directing special

projects for National Geographic’s Museum

and Education Department. 

Brenna has also been a writing coach for

corporate clients and writes books in her

spare time. She will be teaching Journalism

classes this Spring 2023 semester.

Dr. Ed Maibach had an extremely busy and

rewarding Fall 2022 semester. He was

elected to the prestigious National

Academy of Medicine in October,

(https://chss.gmu.edu/articles/18083)

which is considered one of the highest

honors in the fields of health, medicine,

and behavioral sciences AND had a feature

article written about him for the

Washingtonian:

https://www.washingtonian.com/2022/12/

07/this-george-mason-professor-trains-

weathercasters-to-be-climate-advocates/ 

Mason COMM and the Center for Climate

Change are extremely proud of Dr.

Maibach's accomplishments this past fall

and are excited for him to accomplish even

more in 2023.

 

https://www.instagram.com/nationalcommunicationassoc/


STUDENT NEWS
Students Network at Annual Communication Career Forum

#MasonCOMM student Annika Urps (pictured
above) gained a paid internship with

WashingtonExec after attending the annual
Communication Career Forum this past fall by

networking with one of the guest mentors.

Students attend small group mentoring sessions to gain career advice
and network with some of the nation's leading communication

professionals during the Communication Career Forum.
 

Photos by: Cristian Torres/Strategic Communication

Fall 2022 Communication Scholarship Recipients 

Fall Communication Career Forum helps #MasonCOMM student land a paid internship with WashingtonExec

As they scribbled notes and asked questions, George Mason
University students were an eager audience as they listened
to some of the nation's leading communication professionals
discuss their career successes, setbacks, and lessons
learned. 

The Fall 2022 Communication Career Forum, on October 25
at Mason’s Fairfax Campus, focused on helping students
break into the industry, and inspiring them to find purpose in
their work, said Beth Jannery, journalism director in Mason’s
Department of Communication.

“It has definitely diversified how I see communications as a
field and what I’m interested in pursuing,” said David
Kendrick, a senior communication major who explained that
his interest in media production sprang from conversations
with mentors from Discovery Communications and the Eaton
Creative Group.

Between adjunct professors at Mason who currently work in
the industry and events, such as the annual forum, to have
that opportunity to meet them, pick their brains, and get
connected,” Kendrick said, “there’s a plethora of
professionals that are involved at the university, so it’s
always great to have that opportunity to meet them, pick
their brains, and get connected.”

There were 115 students and 17 mentors at the forum, hosted
by Mason’s Department of Communication and its external
advisory board, the Insight Committee.

“This forum augments the wisdom that professors provide in
their classes with some real-world points of view from these
mentors that I think will give Mason students a leg up as they
think about what they want to do for their careers,” said Clay
McConnell, a Mason adjunct professor who is also senior vice
president of corporate communications and marketing at
Intelsat and chair of the Insight Committee.

The Insight Committee works each year to invite mentors with a range of skills, strengths, and job experiences, said Julie Murphy, president
of Sage Communications and part of the Insight subcommittee that planned the event.
Access to these leading professionals in media relations, journalism, public relations, health/interpersonal communications, and political
communications is a benefit of Mason’s location right outside of Washington, D.C., Murphy said.

Mason’s proximity to the nation’s capital was why Savannah Behrmann, BA Communication ’18, a mentor and the Senate correspondent
for the National Journal, attended Mason.

“Being able to come back to Mason and pay it forward is so important because if I didn’t have those kinds of people in my life willing to do
that for me, I don’t think I would have been able to break into the industry,” Behrmann said. “It was through Mason alumni that I got my
first two internships.”

Saana Heikkala, a junior   exchange student from the University of Helsinki majoring in cultural studies and minoring in communication, said
she was inspired by the two of the mentoring sessions she attended.
The forum, Heikkala said, motivated her to grow her network, work on her LinkedIn presence, and ultimately build opportunities in
communication.

The Department of Communication also held a brief scholarship ceremony for senior communication majors Sarah Swift and Katyayani
Sharma, and sophomore business major Mathilda Tataw. These students received certificates and met with the faculty and Insight
Committee members who helped support the scholarships.

https://www.gmu.edu/news/2022-11/students-network-annual-communication-career-forum 

By: Madison Rudolf

Urp's informed her COMM 204 professor, Dr. Sojung Kim, about how
she gained a paid internship at WashingtonExec after networking with
one of the mentors, JD Kathuria. (JD Kathuria, was a mentor at the
forum and is not only a Mason Alum ('95) but also the founder and
president of WashingtonExec.)

Annika described her experience with the following, "I got my
internship at WashingtonExec through the COMM Department's Career
Fall Forum. Those who were speakers provided their LinkedIn and I was
able to connect with them there about future employment
opportunities, and luckily my current employers were searching for
new interns. I connected with them, set up an interview, and was hired.
Without this forum connecting me with these wonderful people, I
would have never found an internship like this".

She also described what she does as an intern, "All interns are GMU
students, and I got the chance to shadow a fellow Communication/PR
major, Angel, on Friday at the office and at one of the events. As an
intern, I help make the nametags, help set up the check-in for the
events, and help check in the guests at the events".

#MasonCOMM is extremely proud of Annika for getting the internship
and excited for her future. The Department works hard with the GMU
Insight Committee to host the annual Communication Career Forum so
students can gain career building opportunities.

The Department of Communication held a brief scholarship ceremony for senior communication majors
Sarah Swift and Katyayani Sharma, and sophomore business major Mathilda Tataw. 

 
These students received certificates and met with the faculty and Insight Committee members who helped

support the scholarships.
 

Photos by: Cristian Torres 
 

Communication Colonel Michael A. Dickerson Endowed Scholarship

Communication Michael L. Pearce Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Communication BRG Better Living Scholarship

Sarah Swift was the recipient of the
Communication Colonel Michael A.
Dickerson Endowed Scholarship and was
recognized at the Fall 2022
Communication Career Forum.
 
"Established in 2021, this Endowed
Scholarship will provide scholarship
support for undergraduate students
majoring in communication with a
concentration in public relations.
Recipients must have completed at least
60 credits, must be full-time, may be in-
state or out-of-state, and will qualify on
the basis of financial need and academic
merit with a required minimum GPA of
3.0. This scholarship is renewable."

"Established in 1999 by Susan K.
Tomasovic, MAIS ’90 in memory of her
husband, Lieutenant Colonel Michael
Pearce, USAF (Ret.). Ms. Tomasovic, an
alumna of the College of Humanities and
Social Sciences, is a faculty member in
the Department of Communication. This
fund supports scholarships for
undergraduate students pursuing a
degree in communication. Recipient must
have completed at least 12 credit hours
within the Department of Communication
and have completed at least 85 credit
hours within the university. Recipient will
qualify on the basis of academic merit,
achieving a minimum GPA of 3.0.
Recipient must be an in-state student;
and may be either full- or part-time.
Preference will be given to a student with
an interest in media persuasion and
communication. This scholarship is not
renewable."

Sarah Swift and Mathilda Tataw both were the recipients of the BRG Better Living Scholarship
and recognized at the Fall 2022 Communication Career Forum. The students were awarded by
Insight Committee member and the President and CEO of BRG Communications, Jane Barwis. 

BRG Communications (BRG) introduced the BRG Better Living Scholarship Fund to support and
inspire the next generation of communications professionals, while contributing to the future of
the public relations industry. The agency's inaugural contribution includes a $20,000.00
scholarship designated for George Mason University undergraduates pursuing a degree in
Communication with a concentration in public relations, as well as a time commitment from
executives to support George Mason University's College of Humanities and Social Sciences
Linkup Mentoring and Leaders in the Classroom programs.  

Katyayani Sharma was the recipient of the Communication Michael L. Pearce Memorial

Endowed Scholarship and was recognized at the Fall 2022 Communication Career Forum. 

https://communication.gmu.edu/people/bjannery
https://communication.gmu.edu/
https://communication.gmu.edu/programs/la-ba-com
https://communication.gmu.edu/the-insight-committee
https://communication.gmu.edu/programs/la-ba-com
https://business.gmu.edu/programs/undergraduate-programs/bachelor-science-business
https://washingtonexec.com/about/
https://communication.gmu.edu/current-career-forum


STUDENT NEWS

COMM Student Jalen Stubbs represents #MasonCOMM as a guest on
'Future U' podcast

#MasonCOMM Enters the First ICCO University PR World Cup Competition
 

#MasonCOMM students tour WJLA-TV, Channel 7 to reveal 
"the inner workings of regional broadcasting"

Lauren Cafferty honored as CHSS distinguished alumni in Communication

Article and Photo By: Suzanne Mims

While Leeds-Beckett University won the Gold Medal in the first ICCO University PR World Cup,
the #MasonCOMM duo of Rylee Sadler and Alexander Ramirez says that they were winners, too.

“It was fun, in a crazy kind of way,” said Rylee. “It tested how well we could brainstorm and
produce a plan under pressure, like we were on the job.” Alex said it was an invaluable
experience and that he’s ready to take on other competitions like this one.
Student teams from around the globe gathered for an online briefing to learn that their client
was the World Wildlife Fund. Next Sadler and Ramirez met online with their Singapore-based
mentor, Heather Seet, and, 72 hours later they submitted a full-blown plan and video pitch.

Seet, who won the 2021 Next Gen PR World Cup, said the #MasonCOMM team had “good nuance
of thought in the presented strategy and in the way they built a multi-step campaign.” She also
said that the plan could easily have been put together by a young professional instead of
undergrad students.

Professor Suzanne Lowery Mims, who sponsored the team, applauded their spirit of adventure
and creativity. “Their pitch included a true ‘big idea’ but one that could be implemented in a
results-oriented, disciplined PR manner. #MasonCOMM could not be more proud of their
participation in this competition.”

Mason is a member of the Public Relations and Communications Association @PRCA and sits on
its International University Advisory Group. The ICCO University World Cup is a PRCA-led
initiative. The ICCO is the International Communications Consultancy Organisation represents
3000+PR firms in 82 countries worldwide. 

Rylee Sadler, Class of '24, is a Communication major with a minor in Japanese, which she'll
strengthen when she studies abroad in Japan. She has interned with @WashingtonExec, spent
years as a surf instructor, and takes an active role in campus organizations. Alexander Ramirez,
also active on campus, will graduate in 2023 with a major in Social Work and a minor in
Communication. He is also an actor and is interning in social media and UX design for 
@Stride, Inc. 

Article By: Damian Cristodero 

Jalen Stubbs sat on stage at the recent
Chronicle Ideas Festival in downtown

Washington D.C., one of three students
recording a “Future U” podcast about

their college experiences.

“It was such a moving experience,” said Stubbs, a senior communication major at George
Mason University who hopes to go into sports broadcasting. “I’ve heard stories like that
before, but they went deep into them. It really changed my perspective on not just school
as a whole, but how it impacts students from various backgrounds.”

“It was such a moving experience,” said Stubbs, a senior communication major at George
Mason University who hopes to go into sports broadcasting. “I’ve heard stories like that
before, but they went deep into them. It really changed my perspective on not just school
as a whole, but how it impacts students from various backgrounds.”

For Stubbs, the podcast and festival, put on by the Chronicle of Higher Education to
discuss the ideas shaping higher ed, was another layer to the main reasons he came to
Mason in the first place—the university’s diversity and the opportunity for experiences
outside the classroom he had been encouraged to take.

Read more here:
https://www.gmu.edu/news/2022-12/moving-experience-adds-his-mason-profile

One, a first-generation student,
spoke about the challenges of finding
the right school and struggling
because English is not her first
language. The other described the
difficulties of attending college while
raising a child.

Mason senior Jalen Stubbs (center)
at the Chronicle Ideas Festival with
Mason Vice Provost for Academic
Affairs, Janette Muir, and Philip
Wilkerson from Mason's Office of
University Career Services. Photo
provided. 

Mason COMM Professor David Miller
takes COMM 353 students to tour the
station in Rosslyn, Virginia as part of
finals week.

Article By: Livia Benjamin

During the class visit, students had numerous opportunities to interact with many of the station's anchors, reporters, and personalities. Chief
Meteorologist Veronica Johnson explained how broadcasting the weather helped her conquer her shyness, emphasizing the importance of
practicing and preparing if you are serious about something. Dave Lucas, an anchor for the station since 1993, provided a similar lesson during the
commercial break of his live show. To gain confidence and a conversational tone in a newscast, he advised students to set up a tripod and "just
practice." 

During the hour-long tour, students explored newsrooms, studios, control rooms, assignment desks, and postproduction facilities.
Brad Byrne, Editor-in-Chief of Mason's student-run newspaper, The Fourth Estate, was curious about broadcast news. "I'm more of a print guy, but
after learning about the news desk aspect of it, I could see myself doing something like producing at some point in my career," said Byrne. 

For others, like Mason senior Josh Yourish, the trip only confirmed their career path. "As someone who wants to get into broadcasting, seeing
everything that goes into it makes it seem more real," said Yourish.

During finals week, Professor David Miller's
broadcast journalism class toured WJLA-TV Channel
7 in Rosslyn, Virginia. 

Public affairs manager Bonnie Wood explained that
the tour's purpose was to reveal the inner workings of
regional broadcasting.

"When you watch television from home, you never
see so many aspects of it. There is the director, the
producer, the writer, the graphics person... a lot is
going on behind the scenes", said Wood.

During their walk through the green room, the class briefly met
Alison Starling, a seven-time Emmy Award-winning anchor who is
currently the anchor for the 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. broadcasts. 

In addition, the group met recent Mason graduate Oscar Avalar.
The former media production student is now a production
assistant at WJLA-TV after earning his skills in the program and
working for Mason Cable Network.   

"I was inspired. Seeing it in person made me feel more
motivated," said Margarita Orange, a junior whose concentration
is in Media Production. "It just confirmed everything that I'm
doing." 

It was a pleasure meeting Mason students, Wood said later. "They
were terrific, and we were so glad they asked so many questions!
And we may have converted some print journalists to
broadcasters!" 

Miller, the Broadcast Journalism course instructor who has led
station tours in the past, hopes field trips like these will inspire
the next generation of reporters and producers. 

"The end of the semester field trip was a nice way to put a bow on
the course," said Miller, who is also the coordinator of the Media
Production & Criticism concentration. "Connecting principles
with practices is crucial for students. The WJLA-TV tour
demonstrates how one's professional aspirations can be realized
daily in the professional world."

 

Mason COMM Students Touring WJLA-TV Studios in Rosslyn, VA.

Photos By: David Miller

The College of Humanities and Social Sciences is proud to
honor Lauren Cafferty, BA Communication '12, with the 2022

Distinguished Alumni Award in Communication.

Lauren A. Cafferty graduated from George Mason University in 2012 with a
bachelor’s degree in communication. Cafferty’s undergraduate research
experience created connections with Mason faculty that launched her career as a
health communication scientist. She received her master’s in communication
studies from Texas State University in 2016, after which she worked as a research
analyst for University of Southern California’s Hollywood, Health & Society, a
program that provides the entertainment industry with accurate and up-to-date
information for storylines on health, safety, and security. 
 
In 2018, Cafferty returned to where her career began, in Northern Virginia, to
lead research activities. She is a clinical research manager in the department of
family medicine at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences. In
her role managing grant funded, multi-site research studies, she has supported
external grant funding totaling $7.4 million. Cafferty has 21 co-authored
publications and 23 conference papers at this early stage in her career.
 
 In 2021, Cafferty was named Outstanding Research Coordinator by the North American Primary Care Research Group, the world’s

largest organization devoted to research in primary care. She also provides qualitative methods consulting to local universities.

 Cafferty is currently pursuing her PhD at The George Washington University, Milken Institute of Public Health. 

https://communication.gmu.edu/articles/18272

https://communication.gmu.edu/programs/la-ba-com/requirements
https://www.futureupodcast.com/episodes/what-students-think-of-their-college-experience/


UPCOMING EVENTS

 
Faculty Directory: 

https://communication.gmu.edu/people/full_time_faculty
 

COMM Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MasonCommDepartment

 
COMM Twitter: 

https://twitter.com/MasonCommDept
 

COMM Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/masoncomm/

 
Connect with us on LinkedIn:

https://www.linkedin.com/company/masoncomm 
 

Donate Button “Give button” on our main website: 
https://communication.gmu.edu/ 

 
Join the Society/Update us: 

Email medmond3@gmu.edu
 
 

COMM Cocoa & Cookies Event
February 14

Arts, Media, Communication Career Fair
March 7

Mason COMM Undergrad Awards
April 14

GMU DCHC Conference
April 27- April 29

 

If you are a COMM student and need to make a virtual advising
appointment, please visit

https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule
 

If you have any questions regarding the COMM Undergrad program
please email combadir@gmu.edu

 
If you have any questions about the COMM Grad program please

email commgrad@gmu.edu
 

The Department of Communication is  In-Person!
Horizon Hall, suite 5200 (fifth floor)

 Re-designed Wilkins Plaza:
https://www2.gmu.edu/news/2021-08/redesigned-

wilkins-plaza-fairfax-campus-open#
 

Memorial to Enslaved People of George Mason:
https://www2.gmu.edu/taxonomy/term/3471

 

S U P P O R T  Y O U R  D E P A R T M E N T  O F
C O M M U N I C A T I O N

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To contr ibute onl ine,  v is i t
communicat ion.gmu.edu and cl ick on the word

“Give” in the top r ight corner.  You can also make
check donat ions payable to “George Mason

Univers i ty  Foundation,  Inc.”  You can indicate
“Communicat ion Department”  in  the memo l ine

or the name of the fund you would l ike to
support .  I f  you have any quest ions about

donat ing to the department ,  p lease contact
Nikk ie Ouel lette,  CHSS Ass istant Director  of

Development,  at  njermone@gmu.edu .

All COMM event info can be found on our website: communication.gmu.edu 

Spring De-stress Event
May 9

Mason COMM Grad
Awards

May 17
GMU Commencement

May 17

Spring 2023 Events: Links and Information:

https://communication.gmu.edu/
https://communication.gmu.edu/articles/13392
http://communication.gmu.edu/

