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SciENcv
What is SciENcv? 
SciENcv is the Science Experts Network Curriculum Vitae. 
It is an electronic tool, created by NCBI to help researchers 
put all the information in one place to easily customize 
their biosketches, and other documents including current 
and pending support for federally funded research. It can 
integrate with My bibliography (NCBI), eRA Commons and 
ORCID, so you can quickly customize your biosketch to 
include the relevant publications you want. You then select 
the biosketch format for the agency you wish to submit 
to and SciENcv will automatically generate a PDF in the 
compliant format. 

SciENcv supports biosketch formats for the National 
Science Foundation, National Institutes of Health and 
Institute of Education Sciences.

Step by step instructions can be found here: creating 
SciENcv biosketch.

Do I need to use SciENcv to create my 
biosketch?

Yes. New biosketch formats were introduced in March 2021 
in NOT-OD21-073 followed by NOT-OD-21-110 by NIH 
and by NSF in October 2021, in the revised Proposal and 
Award Policies and Procedures (PAPPG 22-1). Both NSF 
and NIH have partnered with NCBI to use SciENcv 

 » Effective 10/4/21: NSF required all NSF grant 
submissions use the new NSF format. Read the 
announcement. 

 » Effective 1/25/22: NIH required the new biosketch 
format be used for all submissions. Information 
on how to complete these can be found at: NIH 
biosketch format requirements. 

 » To facilitate the transition NSF allowed use of a 
fillable PDF version. Effective January 1, 2023, the 
PDF fillable version will no longer be accepted. 
All biosketches will need to be created in SciENcv. 
Therefore, CHSS Research Administration strongly 
discourages use of this document. 

 » This NSF video will walk you through the key 
requirements:  NSF Approved Biosketch Format 
Video. 

Why should I use SciENcv? 

1. Federal funding agencies are now mandating this 
platform be used to create compliant biosketches. 

2. Using SciENcv ensures that your biosketch meets 
the funding agency requirements. Currently 
SciENcv will format your information into NSF, 
NIH and IES biosketch formats. 

3. It will reduce the administrative burden for the 
PI, as you will be able to pull information from 
one location, SciENcv, and not need to enter it, 
repeatedly. 

4. You will have a dedicated space on NCBI, where 
you can enter and store information on your 
education, employment, expertise and professional 
accomplishments and this information will belong 
to you. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK154494/#sciencv.Creating_SciENcv_Biosketches
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK154494/#sciencv.Creating_SciENcv_Biosketches
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/biosketch.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/biosketch.jsp
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
https://nsfpolicyoutreach.com/resources/april-2020-nsf-approved-f
https://nsfpolicyoutreach.com/resources/april-2020-nsf-approved-f
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HELP! There is good news: there are two tools that you 
can use to maintain data centrally in one place, and you 
may already be using either or both of these: SciENcv and 
ORCID. In the materials below we will go over how to use 
these tools and what is the purpose of each. These tools will 
help you easily customize your biosketches for different 
sponsors and different funding opportunities; saving you 
time and effort while ensuring they are compliant with 
sponsor requirements. Once you have created your profile 
on either platform you can delegate access to others who 
can assist you keeping the information current. Of course, 
if you have any questions during the process, you can reach 
out to the Pre-Award team. 

How do I create my SciENcv 
biosketch? 

Step 1 - Log on to NCBI to begin. 

Step 2 - Select the biosketch format: NIH, NSF, IES or NIH 
fellowship. 

Step 3 - Select if you will start with a blank document, 
pull data from an existing biosketch or from an external 
source—like ORCID. We will discuss ORCID below. 

Step 4 - Choose to make this data public or private. 

Step 5 - You can populate information about your 
education, training and personal statement or bibliography 
from other SciENcv biosketches in SciENcv or from an 
external source like eRA/NSF or ORCID, provided your 
SciENcv account is linked to the external data. Alternatively, 
publications can be pulled in from your NCBI bibliography. 
If you keep the information current in My bibliography, 
then biosketches can be created quickly. 

Quick Links
» SciENcv Brief Introduction - 3 minute introduction

video  
» SciENcv Help Link - Go to the section contents and

select the area you need guidance. This site provides
screen shots from SciENcv and is easy to follow.

» SciENcv Login - Link to site

ORCID
What is ORCID? 
ORCID is an international, interdisciplinary, open, not 
for profit organization, designed to connect researchers 
and store all professional accomplishment information 
in one place.  ORCID stands for Open Researcher and 
Contributor ID. Each PI can create a unique ORCID 
ID- and enter their research, education, presentations, 
publications, employment history and awards data into 
this platform to create a next generation CV. Click here to 
Create/Go to ORCID site.   

All the information that is stored in ORCID belongs to the 
researcher who can decide how to share the information. 
This information can be shared with collaborators, 
promotion committees, or with other programs such as 
SciENcv to generate biosketches. This reduces redundant 
data entry.  

Guide to ORCID from Washington State University.

Note:  Some people have found the bibliography format in 
ORCID does not work well for Arts and Humanities type 
publications. Our recommendation is to use SciENcv and 
do not import those types of publications. 

You can grant delegate access to both SciENcv and NCBI so 
you can have someone assist you keeping the information 
current. 

What if I choose to use the NSF fillable PDF? The CHSS 
research pre-award team does not recommend the use of 
the NSF Fillable PDF as there have been errors at proposal 
submission time. PLEASE BE AWARE: the NSF PDF 
fillable option will no longer be available in 2023.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGyHX85DIcE
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK154494/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
https://orcid.org/register
https://libguides.libraries.wsu.edu/orcid

