
 

Program Highlights
War and the Military in Society (WMS) equips students with skills and knowledge to evaluate, analyze, and solve problems

related to the use of organized violence, including questions of national security and national strategy, international

relations, defense policymaking, and domestic, fiscal, legal, and social policy surrounding the instruments of national

defense. Students will engage in interdisciplinary coursework, using historical and contemporary case studies to better

understand the dilemmas and opportunities facing policymakers and military professionals in their efforts to think

strategically about a variety of challenges. Recent events have demonstrated the degree to which military issues affect

social groups, global politics, and the world economy. The ways that armies are raised and funded, the reasons troops

serve, the conditions military personnel and civilians endure during wartime, and the ways that nations conceive their

military apparatus all have direct bearing on future policy decisions. 

W A R  A N D  T H E  M I L I T A R Y  

I N  S O C I E T Y  ( W M S )

Study of war and security in the past, present and future

 
Career Paths 
This concentration provides broad training for

careers in national defense, intelligence, and

international security. 

mais.gmu.edu

 

Why Mason
The proximity of George Mason University to Washington,

DC, gives the unique opportunity to partner with public

and private businesses, governmental agencies, and the

military.  Besides taking classes in a variety of

perspectives of war and the military in society, you will

have the opportunity to work one-on-one with faculty on

your project or thesis of interest. Additionally, Mason’s

proximity to the Washington, D.C., area provides an

excellent opportunity to attend seminars offered by the

military, NGOs, visiting professors, defense contractors,

and government employees.

Who's in the Program
In the 21st century, the thorough study of global

security demands thinkers who can make broad

connections across time and apply the methods of

several disciplines to solve complex problems.

Students range from recent college graduates to

mid-career professionals.



Historical Perspective

Contemporary Policy Perspective

Theoretical Perspectives

Practical or Applied Perspectives

Degree Requirements - 36 Total Credits
Required Courses - 6-9 Credits

MAIS 796 ProSeminar 

MAIS 797 Interdisciplinary Studies Proposal 

Research Methods Course - 3 Credits

Capstone Project of Thesis - 1 or 4 Credits

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on War and the Military in

Society - 27 - 30 Credits from 2 or more perspectives

MAIS: A Master's With A Mission 
The Interdisciplinary Studies (MAIS) program in the College of Humanities & Social

Sciences consists of multiple established degree paths that exist in partnership with

academic units and faculty across the University. It offers a home for students with

broad academic interests who seek a master's degree that will help them to create

a better world. While their degree paths may vary dramatically, our students share a

desire to address critical problems facing the world today. 
 

Available Degree Paths

Computational Social Science - Energy and Sustainability 

Individualized Studies - Religious Studies - Social Entrepreneurship

Social Justice and Human Rights - War and the Military in Society

Women and Gender Studies

How to Apply
Along with the completed Application for Graduate

Admission and application fee, applicants should submit: 

• Official transcripts from previous institutions of higher

education attended

• Goals statement

• Two letters of recommendation

• Resume

• Formal writing sample 

See chss.gmu.edu/admissions for complete details on

the application process.

An Accelerated Master's pathway (BAM) is available to

current undergraduates. For more information about this

program, visit: chss.gmu.edu/accelerated-

masters/about

Faculty and Research 
George Mason University is Virginia’s largest public research university.

Students in the MAIS program have the opportunity to access faculty and

their expertise from across the university including the History Department,

the Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter School for Peace and Conflict Resolution

and the Schar School of Policy and Government. The Carter School is at

the forefront in developing theories, conducting research, and crafting

techniques to resolve issues at home and abroad. As experts in their

fields, the Schar School’s faculty are renowned for their active role in

research, policy analysis, and recommendations on key issues that

captivate the Washington, D.C. policy community. All History Department

members believe that through their courses students not only learn about

the past but also acquire critical reading, writing, visual, and research

skills that are essential for today's careers.

Contact Information
Interdisciplinary Studies

George Mason University

Email: mais@gmu.edu

Website: mais.gmu.edu


