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It was an assignment project for my GLOA 400 class. I was always interested in North Korea and relationship between 
influenced countries, so I chose North Korea's missile provocation as my topic. 
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Abstract 

 On 19th of October 2021, South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said one missile had been 

launched from the port of Sinpo, in the east of North Korea, where Pyongyang usually bases its 

submarines. It landed in the East Sea, and they said it was suspected to have been an SLBM, 

submarine-launched ballistic missile. South Korean media reported that this missile was believed 

to have traveled about 450km (280 miles) at a maximum height of 60km. In recent years, North 

Korea has conducted several tests with short-range ballistic missiles that analysts say are 

designed to evade missile defense systems in South Korea. Washington, Seoul, and Tokyo have 

condemned the launch, all three describing it as a ballistic missile.  

Introduction  

 North Korea is the country with the second-highest number of military and paramilitary 

personnel and possesses nuclear weapons. UN, Amnesty International, and Human Rights Watch 

all agreed that there are human rights abuses in North Korea which the North Korean 

government denies. Globalization influences the relationships between countries, and one 

nation's actions can influence the global world.  The nature of this paper is to focus on North 

Korea's recent missile provocation and analyze the cause and influence of this provocation. The 

paper is organized into three parts: the background of the provocation, reactions, and 

implications of globalization. The first part will discuss the reason behind North Korea's missile 

provocation. The second part will consist of direct quotes and analysis of South Korea's reactions 

and the US's, and the last part explains the implication of globalization in North Korea's case. 

The conclusion will have personal predictions and suggestions regarding North Korea's 

provocation. 



3 
 

Analysis 

The implication of North Korea's provocation 

 With a population of 25 million and an estimated GDP of US $40 billion, North Korea is 

a desperately emerging country. (Hess, 2018) During the Cold War, the country was subsidized 

by the Soviet Union and has been substantially supported by China over the past several decades. 

In particular, as the Berlin Wall collapsed and few allies remained, North Korea began to pay 

attention to expanding its asymmetric capabilities. Pyongyang regards its advanced military 

weapons, in particular ballistic missiles and nuclear arms, as integral for regime survival and 

defense, deterrence of the US contributing to its international prestige and enhancing its ability to 

engage in coercive diplomacy, a bargaining chip, a cost-effective equalizer in its competition 

with South Korea, and an opportunity to earn hard currency through sales of these technologies 

and boost the regime's domestic legitimacy. For decades, the North Korean regime has engaged 

in brinksmanship, engaging in a series of provocations. Then, with tensions high, having gained 

an empowered position and the international community's attention, North Korea tones down its 

provocations and agrees to negotiate to defuse the situation temporarily. (Hess, 2018) It can be 

followed by additional brinksmanship over the negotiation itself, in which North Korea demands 

more than it was promised or does less than it agreed to. 

 North Korea's provocation is one of their strategies that the dictators regularly provoke 

and bring tension to appeal to his existence or improve the national bond. From the diplomacy 

and security perspective, the Kim regime has endeavored to leverage this provocation to turn the 

Korean Peninsula in their favor. In other words, North Korea has made its intention clear that it 

will not give up on advancing nuclear and missile programs. It will aggressively lead the US-

North Korea relations under the precondition that the US administration recognizes it as a 
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nuclear state. This statement indicates that the North will maintain its non-negotiable stance and 

the radical struggle toward the US if Washington fails to offer a prompt and colossal concession. 

Pyongyang must have attempted to trigger conflicts between the US and China and between the 

Republic of Korea and China and create a regional structure of security-coalition against Korea-

US-Japan. (Chung, 2017) 

 In addition, the provocation of North Korea is different among Kim's family, and Kim 

Jong-Un is primarily known for his high-threat and high-frequency strategy. Most of Kim Jong-

un's provocations are about missile or nuclear tests. North Korea has constantly developed and 

launched missiles, starting with Unha-3 (ICBM: Inter-Continental Ballistic Missile) in April 

2012. Furthermore, four nuclear tests in 6 years, third (2012), fourth (2016), fifth (2016), and 

sixth (2017), have repeatedly put not only the neighbors but the whole international society in 

tension. (Lim & Ko, 2020) Despite Kim's unexpected provocation, saying his irrational 

provocation is quite a dangerous conclusion. The year 2018 can be an example. When South and 

North Korea seemed to face the reconciliation and North Korea-US relations, Kim was staying 

low without a single missile-level provocation. It proves how he can be patient and rationale for 

the goal he is aiming to achieve. In other words, his previous provocations must have had 

reasons. 

Nonetheless, after the talks with South Korea and the US did not succeed, he has again 

started frequent missile tests. Unlike his father, Kim Jong-il, who succeeded in power for 

decades, Kim Jong-un took over the throne in the short term on unstable domestic supports. 

People doubted his bloodline, and above all, he was young. This unstableness and impetuousness 

were expressed as the reign of terror. Domestically, he purges more than a hundred senior 

personnel and dramatically eliminates his potential challenging families, uncle Jang Song-taek 
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and half-brother Kim Jong-Nam. (Lim & Ko, 2020) At the same time, Kim Jong-un seeks to get 

attention by bragging about his existence. He knows how to make full use of media and is aware 

of its power. In this sense, he might have intentionally shown off North Korea's nuclear power.  

South Korea's reaction regarding the provocations 

 South Korean government responded to this current provocation with a quote, "Our 

government's basic stance is that inter-Korean dialogue. Cooperation is the best way to achieve 

agreements made between South and North Korea, including the denuclearization of the Korean 

Peninsula, the establishment of lasting peace and progress on inter-Korean relations." (Yonhap, 

2021) For South Korea, the defense alliance with the US is a central part of its defense policy. In 

turn, conducting combined and joint military exercises is an integral component of the defense 

treaty. Thus, the large-scale exercises have been, and continue to be, necessary to achieve the 

intended conventional deterrent and capability. 

 South Korea is one of the countries which has a significant influence in affecting the 

condition of international politics among South Korea, North Korea, and the United States. On 

the other hand, South Korea is one of the most loyal US allies. However, on the other hand, 

South Korea is bordered and conflicts with North Korea. Therefore, when South Korea and the 

United States are strong, the relationship between South Korea and North Korea becomes weak. 

The differences in the direction of foreign policy in each South Korean government regime 

impact the international political conditions among the three countries. The differences 

emphasize the power of two political groups, the conservative and progressive groups that have 

different South Korean ideologies. These two groups have influenced South Korea's foreign 

policy and relationships with North Korea and the United States. For example, once South Korea 

tried to get closer to North Korea, which resulted from the progressive group, North Korea 
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would react towards the US by using its hard power. (Farid Darussalam, 2020) In addition, the 

policy also had an effect nationally where the domestic community increasingly criticized the 

position of US troops in South Korea. As a result, the relations between South Korea and the US 

became tenuous. In contrast, when South Korea chose to improve its relations with the United 

States, the tension between South Korea and North Korea increased. As North Korea developed 

nuclear weapons, South Korea increased its military power with the help of the United States, 

particularly in the DMZ. 

US's reaction regarding the provocations 

 On Sunday, a senior US diplomat urged North Korea to refrain from additional missile 

tests and resume nuclear diplomacy, days after the North fired off its first underwater-launched 

ballistic missile in two years. Sung Kim, the US envoy on North Korea, spoke after meeting with 

South Korean officials to discuss North Korea's recent missile tests. At the same time, nuclear 

negotiations between Washington and Pyongyang remain stalled. "We call on the DPRK to cease 

these provocations and other destabilizing activities and instead engage in dialogue. We remain 

ready to meet with the DPRK without preconditions, and we have made clear that the United 

States harbors no hostile intent towards the DPRK," Kim told reporters, referring to North Korea 

by its official name, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. (Press, 2021)  

Implication of globalization 

 International politics between South Korea, the United States, and North Korea influence 

all three countries. The policy of one country has a reciprocal action and effect on the other two 

countries. As a result, the actions of other countries outside South Korea, the US, and North 

Korea do not affect the international politics among these three countries, especially North 
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Korea. (Klingner, 2020) The United States' foreign policy to respond to North Korea has the 

impact of solving the problem in the Korean Peninsula. However, the domestic political 

condition of South Korea has a significant effect in affecting relations between those three 

countries. 

 However, this kind of missile test-launching is a reckless provocation caused by North 

Korea's strategic miscalculation and misjudgment of the current situation. North Korea's 

provocation will not impose damage on the foundation of the extended deterrence of the US and 

South Korea. Deterrence by punishment and denial will be maintained and continue to affect the 

North for a significant amount of time due to the state-of-the-art traditional weapons system of 

the joint South Korea-US military and the US-dominant nuclear armament against North Korea. 

(Chung, 2017) Significantly, the more North Korea considers the uncertainty looming over the 

massive retaliation and preemptive strike from South Korea and the US, and the higher their 

deterrence capability will become. It is doubtful that the North's provocation will lead to creating 

a regional security structure favorable to North Korea. Instead, it will strengthen the US-led 

regional alliance, and the level of coercion on North Korea will become reinforced.  

Conclusion (250) 

 To conclude, I think the United States should no longer ignore North Korea's violations 

of UN resolutions. Any future North Korea provocation, particularly a nuclear or ICBM test, 

should trigger more vigorous US enforcement of its laws, which, to date, has been lacking. North 

Korea's growing ICBM force with multiple potential warheads and more launchers pose 

problems for American homeland missile defenses. Pyongyang's expanding force of tactical 

missiles and SLBMs increases the threat to US allies and American forces in the region. The US, 

South Korea, and Japan should review and coordinate missile defense plans. South Korea 
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embraced Kim's positive yet minimalist remark after the COVID -19 crisis was resolved. Seoul 

remains eager to lower the bar on sanctions enforcement, offer economic benefits, and sign a 

premature peace declaration in an attempt to improve inter-Korean relations. Washington must 

counsel the Moon administration to first insist on tangible progress on threat reduction and 

denuclearization. Regardless of who the next South Korean President is, South Korea can expect 

North Korea to return to raising tensions. Pyongyang has historically ramped up tensions early in 

a new US and South Korean administration and induced concessions. Provocations could include 

testing the ICBM and SLBM or resuming long-range missile launches.  
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