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Spring 2020 

ENGH 315: Folklore and Folklife 

This course provides an introduction to different forms of vernacular culture, including oral/verbal, 

customary, and material folklore, and consider various interpretive and theoretical approaches to 

the examples of folk culture discussed. We will explore how folklore as both (1) an unofficial body 

of cultural knowledge and aesthetic practices and (2) as a communicative process shapes and 

reflects everyday experience. We will also learn methods of ethnography and field collection that 

we can use to uncover structures, functions, and meanings in expressive culture. 

ENGH 412/ 591: Folk Narratives: Past and Present 

This course will introduce students to the diversity and dynamics of the main genres of folk 

narratives, including folktale, legend, and myth. we’ll dive into these stories to discuss what they 

reveal about the people who tell them, receive them, and share them. We will also introduce some 

important frameworks for interpreting, analyzing, and talking about folk narratives. Some 

questions we will address over the course the term are: what are “folk narratives”? What function 

do they serve? How to interpret and analyze them? In what way are folk narratives still meaningful 

today? How folk narrative is represented and reinterpreted broadly in different literary and artistic 

genres across time and space? We will assume a critical stance in our study of folk narratives and 

look at them from an interdisciplinary perspective that will include folklore studies, history, 

religion, literature, art, performance studies, and anthropology. 

ENGH 484: Writing Ethnography 

Ethnography has famously been termed “writing about culture.” Over the course of the semester, 

you will do precisely that: write about places, communities, or individuals who share common 

experiences, interests, and concerns. Your task this semester will be to conduct close research with 

some local culture, likely one of which you are already a part. All of our class activities—readings, 

writing exercises, discussions, fieldwork, writing workshops, etc.—will culminate in a final written 



 

product, an ethnographic research paper in which you will use rich, detailed descriptions to explore 

the experience of being a part of your chosen community. You will go beyond surface 

understandings to expose the complexities of local contexts and the deeper meanings of social 

interactions. 

 

ENGH 591: Folklore and Festival Management 

The first of a new two course sequence, Folklore and Festival Management is a collaboration 

between Mason’s Folklore and Arts Management Programs and the Smithsonian Center for Folklife 

and Cultural Heritage. The spring course offers instruction in the history and methods of folklore 

and the production of cultural festivals. It is a prerequisite for the summer course that will give 

students hands-on training while working the Smithsonian Folklife Festival 2020. 

Winter 2020 

ENGH 591: Irish Folklore and Ethnography 

Irish Folklore & Ethnography takes students into the heart of Irish traditional culture. Traveling to 

communities from Dublin to Donegal this course allows students to engage with local 

communities where a variety of traditional artists live and work. Using ethnographic methods, 

students will document Irish cultural traditions using participant observation and in-depth 

interviews with musicians, storytellers, and craftspeople. 

Fall 2019 

ENGH 315: Folklore and Folklife 

 

This course provides an introduction to different forms of vernacular culture, including oral/verbal, 

customary, and material folklore, and consider various interpretive and theoretical approaches to 

the examples of folk culture discussed. We will explore how folklore as both (1) an unofficial body 

of cultural knowledge and aesthetic practices and (2) as a communicative process shapes and 

reflects everyday experience. We will also learn methods of ethnography and field collection that 

we can use to uncover structures, functions, and meanings in expressive culture. 

ENGH 412: Folklore and True Crime 

 

This course will teach you to employ a number of narrative analytic techniques to examine real-

life crime narratives from court proceedings, oral histories, and other sources. Although we will 

start with narrative criminology methods and approaches, we’ll also look at the ways narrative 

and storytelling are strategically practiced in the criminal justice system to build cases that are 

sometimes based on specious or incomplete evidence. The course will teach you recognize 



 

narrative structures in crime narratives and to analyze those narratives to find deeper meanings 

and to become a savvy interpreter of crime stories. 

 

ENGH 412/ 591: Public Folklore 

This course explores the theory and practice of arts and cultural programming in the public sphere. 

Readings, guest speakers, and focused discussions will illuminate a range of professional 

opportunities available to cultural workers of varied backgrounds: folklorists, museum specialists, 

community arts managers, or arts advocates. Readings, guest speakers from local non-profits and 

state and federal agencies, focused discussions, and hands-on assignments will augment skill 

building and provide opportunities for networking and professional development. 

ENGH 591: Ethnography of Communication 

This course examines speech as social action. We will draw on the work of folklorists, 

anthropologists, and sociolinguists to think through how everyday communication constitutes 

social life. We will pay particular attention to how communities create meaning through 

culturally-specific ways of speaking. Students will learn methods for researching and analyzing 

speech events. This course will be valuable to anyone conducting speech-based research. 


