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Spring 2019 

ENGH 315: Folklore and Folklife 

 

This course equips students with the tools to identify, document and analyze folklore’s role in our 

everyday lives. Rather than simply a checklist of cultural artifacts or genres – stories, customs, 

handcrafts – we explore how folklore operates as an unofficial body of cultural knowledge and 

aesthetic practices, and as a communicative process that incorporates both continuity and 

creativity. We consider how folklore serves not only to create, maintain, and express senses of 

identity among groups, but also to communicate social difference, tensions, and resistance. 

ENGH 412/ 591: Folklore, Gender and Sexuality  

This course explores relationships between folklore, gender, and sexuality. We will use theories 

from folklore, feminism, and gender studies to analyze the role of folklore in the construction and 

negotiation of gender and sexual identities, how folklore can contribute to gender conflict, and 

how people use folklore forms to resist and contest gender and sexual inequities. We will take an 

intersectional approach, understanding that multiple axes of identity intersect in each individual to 

shape their distinct experiences with gender and sexuality. The focus will be primarily on diverse 

peoples within the U.S., though course discussions and assignments will expand to global 

perspectives. A particular emphasis this term given the Me Too Movement and the current public 

debates around gender and sexuality will be exploring ways that folklore forms and concepts from 

the field of folklore studies are used in efforts to effect positive social change related to a variety of 

gender and sexuality issues. 

ENGH 681: Pathways to Folklore Scholarship 

Pathways to Folklore Scholarship introduces theories and approaches that are central to the 

practice of folklore. We will consider not only what folklore is, but also how it emerged and 



 

developed as an academic discipline since its inception in the late 19th century. Pathways to 

Folklore Scholarship will also introduce you to the wide variety of work that folklorists do in 

academic and public sector settings. 

 

Fall 2018 

ENGH 315: Folklore and Folklife 

 

This course equips students with the tools to identify, document and analyze folklore’s role in our 

everyday lives. Rather than simply a checklist of cultural artifacts or genres – stories, customs, 

handcrafts – we explore how folklore operates as an unofficial body of cultural knowledge and 

aesthetic practices, and as a communicative process that incorporates both continuity and 

creativity. We consider how folklore serves not only to create, maintain, and express senses of 

identity among groups, but also to communicate social difference, tensions, and resistance. 

ENGH 412: Personal Narrative & Storytelling 

Telling stories is central to human communication; we narrate our existence, shaping our world 

through the stories we tell. The focus of this course is on these stories and how they are told: the 

stories we tell in conversations, to our friends, and about ourselves. We will look at storytelling as a 

creative act and explore techniques that transform day-to-day stories into performance art. 

ENGH 414/ 591: Folklore and the Supernatural 

Examines the role of supernatural phenomena in individuals’ everyday lives. Introduces folkloristic 

approaches to the study of belief, paranormal experiences, and popular spirituality. Topics may 

include ghosts, spirit possession, superstitions, visions, near death experiences, dream 

interpretation, magic, the commodification of belief, and the supernatural and new media. 

ENGH 681: Public Humanities 

This course will examine Public Humanities through digital storytelling and public folklore. 

Students will collaborate with regional folklife organizations to create short podcasts and 

promotional videos about outstanding practitioners of folklife and folk art in the Mid-Atlantic 

region. In today’s communication environment, arts and cultural organizations need to produce 

programming for digital platforms that dynamically presents the work of folk artists, expands 

audiences, and supports organizations’ objectives. This course will provide students with hands-on 

opportunities to develop digital production skills while simultaneously helping folk artists and 

contributing to the missions of regional folklife organizations. By the end of the term, students will 

have developed skills in interviewing, documenting using audio and video digital editing, and 

visual storytelling. Students will also expand their networks and add to their professional 

experience.   


