
 
 
Dear Mason Community, 
 
I write to announce that the Fall 2021 semester term will begin 100% online.  Daily cases remain in 
the mid-1000s, and the level 4 social distancing status was extended this last Friday for the Seoul 
metropolitan area. Our pre-established guidelines determine that under these conditions Mason 
Korea will be 100% online. 
 
Likewise, all Mason Korea events will be held online. Students may enter the building for individual 
or small group study. However, there should be no eating or drinking, and masks should be worn at 
all times. The maximum group size is 4 up until 6 pm, and 2 after 6 pm until 8:30 am. Students may 
see faculty for office hours in person but are not required to attend in-person office hours and may 
instead take advantage of online office hours. 

As noted earlier this summer, we will consider one change in instructional mode, at mid-semester, 
with a decision coming two weeks beforehand.  

Students planning to live in the residence halls should decide in advance of the start of the semester 
whether they wish to keep their rooms. We do not anticipate students will be allowed to check in 
at mid-semester, should we move from online to face-to-face or hybrid instruction.  

Currently, the number of COVID-19 cases in our area are high. We remain hopeful, however, that a 
combination of vaccination and more aggressive social distancing can bring the numbers 
down. Please be assured that, as always, we will put everyone’s safety first, and that we will seek to 
deliver an outstanding educational experience regardless of the instructional mode throughout the 
semester.   

Students can do their part as well. Attend your instructor’s virtual office hours. Participate 
energetically in class discussions—whether synchronous and asynchronous.  Make sure in advance 
of your class that you have adequate technology and a good internet connection. Avoid using cell 
phones to join your classes.  For more tips on effective online learning see 
https://masononline.gmu.edu/success/ .  

Student affairs is planning a robust schedule of online-friendly events and we urge you to follow our 
event calendars and participate.  

Finally, if you are running into any obstacles, we are here for you! Students should reach out to the 
offices of Academic or Student Affairs, who can support you during these challenging times. Faculty 
can reach out to Faculty Affairs and staff to Human Resources. 

All best on the new semester, 

Robert Matz  
Campus Dean 
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