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Welcome! 
We will begin the 
CSSR virtual open 

house shortly.  

Please feel free to share 
your name and 

organization 
in the chat as we wait for 

others to join.



• Located in Fairfax, Va., 15 miles 

from Washington, D.C.

• 39,000 students

• Students from 130 countries, 50 

states

• 78 undergraduate programs, 95

master’s, 38 doctoral, law

• Times Higher Education: Best U.S. 

university under 50 years old

• A Money “best value” college

Mason is the largest public research university in Virginia



The CSSR is committed to conducting publicly engaged social research that can promote social justice and inform 
equitable social policy. Housed within the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, the CSSR builds on a long 
tradition of social science research for the public good. At its center are thematic research hubs focused on 
quantitative, qualitative, community-engaged research, and program evaluation.

Our Priorities:
• Creatively marshal social science research for problem-solving ends
• Strengthen civil society by supporting research initiatives that serve the public, build sustainable communities, and 

promote dignified lives
• Promote interdisciplinary engagements among scholars and practitioners to respond to deep challenges confronting 

local and global communities
• Draw stakeholders beyond the university and equitably engage a diversity of perspectives and expertise to build 

community capacity through social science knowledge
• Support students seeking careers in the social sciences through professional development programming

Affiliations:

George Mason University’s Center for Social Science Research



Projects & Partners



CSSR Workshops

• Public Conversations

• Professional Development

• Research Support



The Movement Engaged Research Hub

Dedicated to disciplined movement-engaged research relevant to 

social movement activists and policymakers and works to deepen 

democracy in formal politics, the economy, and in the broader civil 

society. Through intentional engagement with community, 

constituency, and transnational organizations and networks, we seek to 

engender new visions, practices, relations, institutions, and systems that 
liberate human potential and emancipate our global society.

Ongoing projects include: 

• The Future of Work

• Corporate Accountability

• Frontiers in Sociology

• Inter-campus Social Movement Workshop with University of California, Santa Barbara, York 

University (Toronto), and University of Pittsburgh (and soon to be including University of 

Notre Dame and City University of New York)



The Urban Research Hub

We are a group of faculty, students, alumni, and community partners interested in 
critical perspectives on urban development and researching the social forms and politics 
that emerge from everyday life.

Individual and collaborative research projects, workshops, and seminars on topics include:
• Mobility, infrastructure, and the built environment
• Social stratification in neighborhoods
• Mapping cities and urban peripheries
• Racial and class politics of gentrification
• Vernacular cosmopolitanisms around the world



The Education & Health Research Hub

Brings together faculty, grad students, community partners, and alumni to 

collaborate on research, inquiry, and organizing around education and health. 

We have an upcoming fall speaker series and several projects (including many with 

a community-engaged focus) that are in development by hub members.

Ongoing funded projects include: 

• Transitioning OUT: LGB Students’ Experiences in the Senior Year

• Labor Market Precarity and Higher Education 



The Global South Research Hub

Aim: To foster research on the Global South

Inspiration: Global South Solidarity Networks

Research themes: Global dispossessions, Afro-Asian 
solidarities, Southern networks, subjectivities, and knowledges 

Plans: 
• Hold lecture series
• Collaborate in research
• Procure funding
• Award prizes to graduate students
• Organize South-South conference
• Conduct workshops
• Create Global Social Theory website
• Potential collaboration

Inaugural Lecture in Fall 2021



Next System Studies

Next system studies involve questions of 

systemic design, system change, and 

systemic movements. 

. . . or put another way, “where are we 

going, how will we get there, and what must 

we do to get there?”



Next System Studies

Democratizing NOVA (DNOVA), a 10 
year project of community engaged 
research dedicated to hastening the 
transition of northern Virginia to a 
society that is truly sustainable, 
democratic, and just.



Next System Studies

Next System coursework offered in 2021/2022, a 
new Next System Fellows cohort in the Spring of 
2022 as part of the Arlington Fellows program at 
GMU's Arlington campus.

The Next System Studies Initiative, inspired by the 
success of our April 21st "The Next System System
and Academy" launch, is building a global 
interdisciplinary network of academic and 
community-based scholars through workshops, 
conferences, teach-ins, publications, and 
collaborative research projects.



Next System Studies

The Next System Studies 
Initiative, inspired by the success of 
our April 21st "The Next System and 
Academy" launch, is building a global 
interdisciplinary network of academic and 
community-based scholars through 
workshops, conferences, teach-ins, 
publications, and collaborative research 
projects.



1. At CSSR, we undertake research in support of the public good. 
Universities also have a public mission. How should we envision the 
public good? 

2. CSSR is committed to equitable partnerships with community 
organizations. Universities have a long history of unequal and extractive 
partnerships, yet are also engaged in corrective efforts. What constitutes 
equitable partnerships and collaborations? 

3. As we undertake work for the public good and as we work to build 
equitable partnerships, what structures enable those collaborations? 
What needs to be overcome? 

Breakout Groups



Website: https://cssr.gmu.edu/
Email: cssr@gmu.edu

Are you interested in becoming 
a member of a Research Hub? 

Contact cssr@gmu.edu
for more information.

https://cssr.gmu.edu/
mailto:cssr@gmu.edu
mailto:cssr@gmu.edu

