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I am seeking support to develop a new version of English 202, Texts and Contexts, with the theme “Virginia 
Stories: Settlement to Civil War.”  The course will guide students through the process of examining stories 
Virginians and others have told about the state and its people, the role those stories have played in shaping 
civic life, and how and why those stories have changed over time.  It will engage students in current 
discussions about memorialization, the anniversary of the arrival of the first kidnapped Africans in Virginia, 
and relationships among Native Americans, people of African descent (enslaved and free), and European and 
other immigrants to the state.  By incorporating portrayals of George Mason and members of his household, 
it will also contribute to current GMU conversations about the legacies of our namesake.  Other figures 
whose changing portrayals over time I will consider including in the course (most likely in some sort of 
rotation to keep individual sections focused) include, but are not limited to: Pocahantas and members of her 
tribe, the Jamestown settlers,  Mary Draper Ingles, Thomas Jefferson and members of his family, members 
of the Hemings family, George Washington and members of his family, members of the Quander family, Nat 
Turner, and Confederate leaders such as Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, and Stonewall Jackson.  My aim is 
to have a balanced selection of both subjects and authors in terms of race/ethnicity, gender, and perspective, 
and to guide students through the process of analyzing a variety of primary texts, literary and historical, 
written and visual, that tell stories about Virginia and its people.   

The class will build on my expertise in African-American and women’s literature (especially with reference 
to the American Civil War and the abolitionist movement), and on a version of English 202 I taught in 
Spring 2018 entitled “Memories of the American Civil War.”  That class focused specifically on depictions 
of the Civil War and memorials commemorating that war, and drew primarily on canonical texts (e.g. Red 
Badge of Courage, Absalom, Absalom!, Cold Mountain), which I found did not provide the most useful 
contemporary context for the monuments we were also examining. In this version of 202, I plan to include 
some canonical texts (e.g. records of the Jamestown settlers, Jefferson’s Notes on the State of Virginia and 
other writings, various accounts of the Turner insurrection), but also to draw more widely on shorter texts 
published in periodicals, including periodicals produced by and/or directed at particular audiences (e.g. those 
produced and/or promoted by the United Daughters of the Confederacy and similar groups, and those 
produced by African Americans and Native Americans).  Such texts seem more likely to be representative of 
their historical contexts, and shorter texts are often more effective at promoting discussion in English 202 
(since students are more likely to read them).  While I expect to teach the initial iteration of this class in face 
to face format, I will design assignments and activities with an eye to being able to teach it online as well as 
departmental needs dictate.   

Support from the Term Faculty Development Fund will allow me time for archival research (physical and 
digital) to identify primary texts, especially short primary texts published in periodicals, for visits to 
historical sites to see how relevant stories are currently being told, and to develop a course schedule and 
assignments and activities that make effective use of the materials I have located. I plan to visit Jamestown 
(both Historic Jamestowne and the Jamestown Settlement) to see how the story of settlement is being told 
there (including viewing the exhibit “"TENACITY: Women in Jamestown and Early Virginia,” and, if 
possible, the play “Mother Tongue”), to revisit Monticello to see the presentation of the room Sally Hemings 
may have occupied, and to visit archives and museums in Richmond, including the Library of Virginia, the 
Virginia Historical Society, and the library of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, to examine texts that 
are not available in digital form.  Once I have gathered and selected materials for the first iteration of the 
class, I will design related activities and assignments that provide students with practice in juxtaposing and 
analyzing primary texts, and, if possible, in doing some limited primary research themselves and presenting 
the results to each other.    

Cathy
Sticky Note
This was submitted in late spring 2019 (May 1, I believe) to cover work during Summer/Fall 2019



Budget 
(Based on a rate of $50/hour)  

 

 

Activity Time required Cost 

Identifying readings & other materials   

Reading published primary and secondary materials to identify 
possible readings 

15 hours 750 

Searching digital collections for possible primary sources 12 hours 600 

Research trips to Jamestown, Richmond, and Charlottesville 
(archive/historic site visits) 

  

 Travel costs (mileage – c. 400 miles @ .58/mi -- for a 
combined trip; one night in Williamsburg/Jamestown @ 
$120, one night in Richmond @ $150, free lodging w/ family 
in Charlottesville) (I’ll cover meals)  

 502 

 Research (assumes 2 days each in Jamestown and Richmond 
and 1 day in Charlottesville; average 6 hrs active work/day; 
not included in the budget since there isn’t room, but noted as 
my contribution to this part of the project) 

30 hours --- 

   

Creating course materials   

Creating course schedule & syllabus 10 hours 500 

Drafting project-based assignments & activities  10 hours 500 

   

Subtotal subject to fringe  2350 

Fringe (7.5%)   177 

Subtotal not subject to fringe  502 

Total  $3029 
 (asking for 

$3000) 
 




