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Service learning, i.e. integrating service to the community with reflection and study related to 

the community service, has long been considered an effective pedagogical approach with the 

dual benefits of giving back to the community and facilitating that learners have real-world 

experience with their learning topic. As a Spanish language instructor and researcher in second 

language acquisition, integrating second language learners of Spanish with the local Spanish- 

speaking community has long been an interest of mine. With this interest in mind, I learned of a 

need for Spanish-English interpreters in the local Mason & Partners Clinics. These free health 

clinics serve patients with no health insurance three times weekly in the Northern Virginia area 

(specifically, Falls Church, Manassas, and Springfield, VA). This semester, I have established a 

relationship with the directors of the clinic to be the community partner for students as part of 

SPAN 485 (Topics in Community-Based Spanish) in Fall 2018. SPAN485 is a topics course that 

was approved in Fall 2016 as a combined classroom and community-based learning experience 

to be offered approximately every two years by the Modern & Classical Languages Department. 

One other professor has taught the course with a focus on bilingual education and a community 

component of volunteering in a local bilingual school. The aim of the course I am proposing will 

be to facilitate a critical analysis of language use in a healthcare context via in-class scholarly 

readings alongside the community service learning component in the Mason & Partners Clinics. 

More specifically, several sub-objectives of the course will be: 

 
• Perform a critical service to the community effectively 

• Develop interpretational skills through practice 

• Promote language acquisition (e.g. acquisition of pragmatics, lexicon) through 

participation in a language community 

• Heighten awareness of sociolinguistic and pragmatic variables in interactions in health 

care settings with vulnerable populations. 

 
As a Term Assistant Professor in my second year at Mason, I have not yet had the opportunity 

to develop a curriculum for a service learning course nor have I worked with acquisition of 

Spanish in healthcare settings. Therefore, I am requesting the Term Faculty Development Grant 

for a summer stipend for 80 hours of work in the summer of 2018 to develop this course. I 

would also like to design a small qualitative research study based on the development and 

implementation of this course to be presented as a paper at a teaching or second language 

acquisition conference in 2019—2020. 

 

Proposed Budget 
 
I am requesting a summer stipend for May – June 2018. 
 
I estimate conservatively that the work I will perform to develop this program will amount to at least X 



hours of work.  That time will be devoted to the following list of tasks.  
 

• Researching and reading scholarly literature pertaining to the topic 

• Volunteering in the clinic to inform course content and design 

• Writing the course syllabus 

• Designing lesson plans and class activities 

• Designing and writing assessments (exams and final course project) 

• Documentation of course design for research study 

• Preparation of research study including as needed: IRB application, study design, instruments, and 
methodology.  

 
My salary at GMU is $XX for the academic year.  The academic year is two 15-week semesters.  That fixes 
my per week rate at $XX for a 40-hour week, or $XX/hour. Therefore, X hours of work would be equivalent 
to $XX.   
 
Summary of Estimated Expenses: 
40 hours/week x number of weeks = X hours @ $XX/week = $A 
$A x 7.5% fringe benefits = $B 
 
Summary of Grant Request: 
Total Stipend without benefits: $A 
Total Stipend with fringe benefits: $B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


