
 
 

April 2, 2018 

 

To the Senior Leadership Committee and the Dean, 

 

I am writing to apply for a Term Faculty Development Grant that would cover the cost 

associated with the development of a new course for the Forensic Psychology 

Minor/Concentration during the first half of the 2018 summer semester. This course would be 

offered immediately as a “Special Topics” course in the fall semester of 2018 while the course is 

applying for inclusion in the University Catalog under the course number PSCY383 and the 

name “Crime Victims and Criminal Justice.” 

 

The Forensic Psychology Minor/Concentration at GMU has grown to include 243 registered 

students since it was first offered two years ago. The current psychology courses focusing on 

individual issues related to victimization (PSYC382) has averaged 70 students the past two 

semesters. We are confident that the creation of PSYC383 will be met with similar levels of 

enthusiasm and attendance. Aside from the desire to expand the breadth and depth of the 

Forensic Psychology Program, there are also other considerations influencing the development of 

the PSYC383 course. Namely, the creation of this course fills a void in our forensic psychology 

course offerings at the undergraduate level and also supports the creation of a “strategic 

partnership” with the National Center for Victims of Crime (NCVC).  

 

The current PSCY382 course has been well received and attended. However, due to the nature of 

victimization, it can be difficult to cover all types of victimization in a comprehensive way. For 

example… The psychological reaction an individual has to stalking (as well as the legal issues 

one faces and the way in which a victim advocate may assist someone victimized by stalking) is 

very different from the grieving process an individual may experience when a loved one is 

murdered. And the list of crimes goes on… hate crimes, sexual assault, human trafficking, 

robbery, elder abuse, and intimate partner violence (to name a few) all have very different 

circumstances, laws, and emotional reactions. The addition of PSYC383 will allow us to make a 

deeper dive into a larger number of crimes. Pedagogically, the course will be centered around 

real victim experiences (the students will receive mock police reports, background histories, 

voicemails, text messages, emails, etc. that will be integrated with theoretical information). I also 

will include interviews with various experts in the field of victim services who are familiar with 

our cases and will be speaking about them directly. Not surprisingly, this approach is time and 

labor intensive.  

 

As a Term Faculty member, this grant will allow me to work over the first half of the summer 

semester to create this new course from scratch. Although it can be expensive and time 

consuming, there are benefits to creating (and funding the creation of) a course from scratch. The 

Psychology Department is currently in the midst of retrofitting our current courses to work in an 

online format that is engaging and informative. One of the challenges with this approach is the 

fact that the versions of the courses delivered in the classroom have evolved to not use available 

online resources. However, when making a course from scratch… materials, activities, 

assignments, etc, can be created with online delivery in mind making the eventual transition to 

online delivery more efficient and quicker.  

 

Psychology Department 

4400 University Drive, MS 3F5, Fairfax, Virginia 22030 

Phone: 703-993-1469 



The budgetary breakdown of this grant is fairly simple. The funds will directly fund my work in 

the creation of this new course divided among time spent creating new material, recording 

interviews with experts in the field, and paying for some travel related expenses (like parking) 

associated with interviewing the experts.  

 

The assumed budget breakdown is as follows (Hourly rate calculated as $2,918.33 per two-week 

pay period (my current term faculty salary)/80 hours = $36.48 per hour 

• Course material creation - $2,371.20 (65 hours minimum) 

• Interviewing experts in the field – $218.88 (6 hours total, 1.5 hours per expert) 

• Audio Equipment - $0 (borrowed from GMU STAR Lab) 

• Travel related expenses - $40 (I have a hybrid car) 

• Parking – $60 (4 parking garage fees as $15 a piece) 

 

In addition to this letter, my application includes a current CV and a recommendation from 

Psychology Department Chair Dr. Keith Renshaw. Thank you for considering my application. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Justin Ramsdell 

Term Assistant Professor 

Psychology Department 

Phone: 703-993-2189 

Email: jramsde2@gmu.edu 


