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Figure 1. Immigrants in Florida 

2018 NUMBERS AT A GLANCE 

 43,567,000: Approximate number of immigrants1 living in the U.S. (13% of the population) 

 4,237,500: Approximate number of immigrants living in Florida (21% of the state’s  population) 

 2,445,100:  Approximate number of immigrants living in the Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach Metropolitan Area  
(41% of the area’s population) 

 The number of immigrants living in the Miami metro area increased by 28% over the past 10 years 

 283,800:  Approximate number of immigrants living in Orange County (21% of the county’s population) 

 The number of immigrants living in Orange County increased by 47% over the past 10 years 

 114,500:  Approximate number of immigrants living in Pinellas County (12% of the county’s population) 

 The number of immigrants living in Pinellas County increased by 21% over the past 10 years 

 4th: Rank of the state of Florida among the 50 states and Washington, D.C. in terms of immigrants as a percentage of the state’s 
population 

All analysis in this fact sheet is based on source data from the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2014-2018 distributed through IPUMS-USA, University of 
Minnesota, www.ipums.org, unless otherwise noted.  
1Please note that the terms “immigrant” and “foreign born” are used interchangeably throughout this fact sheet. Foreign born refers to individuals who are not a U.S. citizen 
at birth or who were born outside the U.S., Puerto Rico or other U.S .territories and whose parents are not U.S. citizens. The foreign born may include naturalized U.S. citizens, 
Legal Permanent Residents, temporary residents, refugees and asylees, and others. Additionally, native born includes those who are U.S. citizens at birth, those born in the 
United States, Puerto Rico, or other U.S. territories, and those born abroad to a parent who is a U.S. citizen.  
2IIR fact sheets are created following standard definitions established by the U.S. Census Bureau. Please consult https://www.census.gov/topics/ for clarification as to  
important distinctions such as those between industry and occupation or between race and ethnicity.  

https://www.census.gov/topics/
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Country of Birth 

Figure 2 shows that immigrants in all these areas come from a variety of countries. In the Miami metro area, more than 40 percent are 

from Cuba and Haiti. Compared to the Miami metro area and Orange County, Pinellas County has smaller shares of immigrants from Cuba, 

Haiti, Colombia, and Venezuela and larger proportions from Canada and Vietnam. Orange County has larger shares of immigrants from 

Haiti, Venezuela, and Mexico compared to the Miami metro area and Pinellas County. 

Figure 2. Top Five Countries of Birth Among Immigrants 

Miami Metro Area Orange County, FL Pinellas County, FL 

Cuba 32% Haiti 12% Canada 8% 

Haiti 9% Venezuela 7% Mexico 7% 

Colombia 7% Colombia 7% Cuba 6% 

Jamaica 6% Cuba 7% Vietnam 5% 

Venezuela 5% Mexico 6% Philippines 4% 

156 Other Countries 41% 146 Other Countries 61% 140 Other Countries 70% 

Estimated Immigrant 
Population 

2,445,112 
Estimated Immigrant 
Population 

283,793 
Estimated Immigrant 
Population 

114,549 

  Miami Metro Area Orange County, FL Pinellas County, FL 

White 71% 48% 66% 

Black 18% 23% 6% 

Asian 4% 16% 20% 

Other Race 5% 10% 5% 

Two or More Races 2% 3% 3% 

Not Hispanic 33% 57% 73% 

Hispanic 67% 43% 27% 

Estimated Immigrant Population 2,445,112  283,793  114,549  

Race and Ethnicity2 

Figure 3 indicates the race and ethnicity of immigrants in three regions of Florida.  While the largest share of residents in each area identify 

as white, relatively large shares of the foreign born in the Miami metro area and Orange County identify as Black, likely because of their 

Caribbean origins (see Figure 2). In Pinellas County, the majority of immigrants identify as either White or Asian, again consistent with their 

countries of origin. With respect to ethnicity, the Miami metro area has the largest share of immigrants who identify as Hispanic, who can 

be of any race, followed by Orange and Pinellas Counties.  

Figure 3. Race and Ethnicity Among Immigrants 



Immigrants in Florida 
A Comparison of Immigrants in the Miami Metro Area, Orange County, and Pinellas County 

Figure 4. Age Among Immigrants Figure 5. Year of Immigration Among Immigrants 

Figure 6. Health Insurance Coverage Among 

Immigrants 

Age 

Pinellas County has the oldest immigrant population, followed by 

the Miami metro area and Orange County (Figure 4). An estimated 

59 percent of immigrants in Pinellas County, 57 percent in the 

Miami metro area, and 46 percent of immigrants in Orange County 

are 45 years or older. Immigrants in Pinellas County have the 

highest median age (50), followed by immigrants in the Miami 

metro area (48) and Orange County (43).  

Year of Immigration 

Figure 5 shows that more than half of the immigrants living in 

Orange County arrived in the United States in the year 2000 or 

later; smaller shares of immigrants in the Miami metro area and 

Orange County reported arriving in that same time frame. The 

median year of immigration to the United States for immigrants in 

Orange County is 2000, which is more recent than immigrants in 

the Miami metro area (1998) and immigrants in Pinellas County 

(1996). 

Health Insurance Coverage 

A majority of immigrants in these areas report health insurance 

coverage, as indicated in Figure 6. Immigrants in Pinellas County 

report the greatest shares of health insurance coverage, with 80 

percent of immigrants reporting being covered by health 

insurance, followed by immigrants in the Miami metro area and 

Orange County (76 percent and 75 percent, respectively).  
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