Immigrants in New Jersey
Figure 1. Immigrants in New Jersey

2018 NUMBERS AT A GLANCE
 43,567,000: Approximate number of
immigrants1 living in the U.S.
(13% of the population)
 1,972,500: Approximate number of
immigrants living in New Jersey
(22% of the state’s population)
 82,200: Approximate number of
immigrants living in the Mercer County, NJ
(22% of the county’s population)
 18%: Estimated increase in the number of
immigrants living in New Jersey over the
past 10 years
 23%: Estimated increase in the number of
immigrants living in Mercer County over
the past 10 years
 3rd: Rank of the state of New Jersey
among the 50 states and Washington, D.C.
in terms of immigrants as a percentage of
the state’s population

Distribution of Immigrants in the State of New Jersey
Figure 1 shows where immigrants live in the state of New Jersey. Hudson County (42.8%), Middlesex County (32.7%), and Bergen County
(30.7%) reported the highest percentages of immigrants. Immigrants make up the smallest shares of the population in Salem County,
Cape May County, and Gloucester County. Slightly more than one in five residents in Mercer County is an immigrant.

Country of Birth
Figure 2 indicates that immigrants in
Mercer County come from distinct countries.
India is the top country of origin among
immigrants in New Jersey, however they
represent larger shares of the population in
Mercer County compared to the remainder of
New Jersey.2 Immigrants from Guatemala,
China, Haiti, and Ecuador round out the top
five countries of birth in Mercer County, but
are not in the top five immigrants groups in
the remainder of New Jersey.

Figure 2. Top Five Countries of Birth Among Immigrants
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All analysis in this fact sheet is based on source data from the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2014-2018 distributed through IPUMS-USA, University of
Minnesota, www.ipums.org, unless otherwise noted.
1
Please note that the terms “immigrant” and “foreign born” are used interchangeably throughout this fact sheet. Foreign born refers to individuals who are not a U.S. citizen
at birth or who were born outside the U.S., Puerto Rico or other U.S .territories and whose parents are not U.S. citizens. The foreign born may include naturalized U.S. citizens,
Legal Permanent Residents, temporary residents, refugees and asylees, and others. Additionally, native born includes those who are U.S. citizens at birth, those born in the
United States, Puerto Rico, or other U.S. territories, and those born abroad to a parent who is a U.S. citizen.
2
All other immigrants in New Jersey excluding immigrants living in Mercer County
3
A household includes all the people who occupy a housing unit. A native-born U.S. citizen household is defined as a household which is headed by a native-born U.S. citizen,
regardless of the immigration status of the spouse. Conversely, an immigrant headed household is defined as a household which is headed by a foreign-born individual,
regardless of the immigration status of the spouse. With regard to income, the total family income is used. This includes the total annual income of all family members in the
household.
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Year of Immigration

Figure 3. Year of Immigration Among Immigrants

Figure 3 indicates that immigrants living in Mercer County
reported arriving in the United States later than immigrants in the
remainder of New Jersey. An estimated 51 percent of immigrants
living in Mercer County migrated to the United States between
2000 and 2016 compared to 44 percent of immigrants in the rest
of New Jersey. The median year of immigration for the foreign
born living in Mercer County is 2000, which is slightly later than
immigrants living in the rest of New Jersey (1997).

Educational Attainment

Figure 4. Educational Attainment Among Immigrants

Figure 4 indicates that immigrants in Mercer County report much
higher rates of educational attainment compared to the rest of the
immigrants in New Jersey. An estimated 45 percent of immigrants
in Mercer County have a bachelor’s degree or higher compared to
38 percent of immigrants in the rest of New Jersey .

Foreign-born Individuals, Age 25+

Poverty
A large proportion of immigrants living in New Jersey live at or
above the poverty line, as shown in Figure 5. An estimated 88
percent of immigrants in Mercer County and the remainder of
immigrants in New Jersey live at or above the poverty line.

Figure 5. Poverty Status Among Immigrants
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Immigrants in New Jersey
Figure 6. Employment Status Among Immigrants
Foreign-Born Individuals in the Labor Force, Age 16-65

Figure 7. Household Income3

Employment Status
Figure 6 shows that as of 2018 the majority of immigrants living in
New Jersey were employed. An estimated 95 percent of
immigrants in Mercer County and the remainder of immigrants in
New Jersey are employed.

Household Income
Immigrant-headed households in Mercer County are slightly more
likely to earn more than $40,000 compared to immigrant-headed
households in the remainder of New Jersey, as shown in Figure 7.
The median income of immigrant-headed households in Mercer
County is $72,269, which is 8 percent higher than immigrantheaded households ($66,601) in the remainder of New Jersey.
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