
Please answer the following questions to help determine appropriate placement in Spanish. 
If you self-place in a course, please notify your instructor before or on the first day of class. 

If you answer 'YES' to questions 1-6, but cannot answer questions 7 & 8, you may register for 
SPAN 102: Elementary Spanish II 

If you answer 'YES' to questions 1-6, but cannot answer questions 7 & 8, you may register for 
SPAN 201: Intermediate Spanish I 

Spanish Self-Placement Questionnaire 
 
 

------------------------------------------- 
 
 

1. Are you able to introduce yourself briefly in Spanish, greet others and say good-bye in formal and 
informal situations? 

2. Are you able to spell names and addresses, and share phone numbers in Spanish? 
3. Are you able to express dates, tell time, and comment on the weather? 
4. Are you able to describe both orally and in writing people, places, events, and things using a 

variety of adjectives? 
5. Are you able to describe both orally and in writing your academic life, your daily routines, and 

activities? 
6. Are you able to conjugate regular verbs in the present tense? 
7. Are you able to use direct and indirect object pronouns to avoid repetition in speaking and 

writing? 
8. Are you able to talk about events in the past using the preterit of regular and irregular verbs? 

 
------------------------------------------- 

 

 
1. Are you able to participate in basic communicative exchanges about yourself and family, your 

daily activities, personal preferences, ask and answer basic questions, as well as initiate and 
respond to short statements in Spanish? 

2. Are you able to write short messages, postcards, brief notes, short compositions, about personal 
preferences, daily routines, leisure activities, and other personal topics and common events? 

3. Are you able to conjugate stem-changing, irregular, and reflexive verbs in the indicative present 
tense? 

4. Are you able to express ongoing actions using the present progressive? 
5. Are you able to use direct and indirect object pronouns to avoid repetition in speaking and 

writing? 
6. Are you able to talk about events in the past using the preterit of regular verbs? For example, 

describing what you did during your last summer break? 
7. Are you able to narrate in the past using both the imperfect and the preterit tenses? For example, 

can you retell a common fairytale in Spanish or the plot of the last movie you watched? 
8. Are you able to express expectations, hopes, emotions, and opinions using the present subjunctive 

in noun clauses? 
 

------------------------------------------- 
 



 
 
 

1. Are you able to ask a variety of questions to obtain information about directions, services, 
products, and prices? 

2. Are you able to initiate and hold a conversation on both general topics and those related to the 
cultures of Spanish-speaking countries? 

3. Are you able to write messages, letters, descriptions, requests for information, and short narratives 
in the present, past (imperfect & preterit), and future tenses? 

4. Are you able to use direct and indirect object pronouns together? 
5. Are you able to give instructions in formal and informal settings using the imperative? 
6. Are you able to express expectations, hopes, emotions, and opinions using the present subjunctive 

in noun clauses? 
7. Are you able to use the indicative and subjunctive moods in complex sentences containing 

adjective and adverbial clauses? 
8. Are you able to hypothesize and share information about the present, past, and future? 
 

------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 
 

1. Are you able to engage in conversations with native speakers in order to communicate information 
on topics of community, national, or international interest? 

2. Are you able to narrate, describe, compare and contrast, and summarize with ease in different time 
frames (past, present, future) when talking and writing about a variety of events and situations? 

3. Are you able to understand, fully and with ease, authentic narrative and descriptive texts, 
summaries of short stories or newspaper articles written in Spanish, and reports on a range of 
topics of general interests? 

4. Are you able to use different tenses of the indicative and subjunctive moods in complex sentences 
containing noun, adjective and adverbial clauses? 

5. Are you able to explain what you would do or would have done in hypothetical situations? 
 

------------------------------------------- 

 
If you are a heritage speaker, please consider registering for SPAN 215 or SPAN 315. 

Both courses will be offered in Spring 2021. 

If you answer 'YES' to questions 1-6, but cannot answer questions 7 & 8, you may register for 
 

SPAN 212: Intermediate Spanish II: Local and Global Contexts 
or 

SPAN 215: Intermediate Spanish for Heritage Speakers 

If you answer 'YES' to all 5 questions, you may register for 
SPAN 305: Spanish in Context I 

SPAN 315: Spanish in Context for Heritage Speakers 
SPAN 335: Topics for Proficiency: The Americas 

or 
SPAN 336: Topics for Proficiency: Spain 
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