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All analysis in this fact sheet is based on source data from the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2014-2018 distributed through IPUMS-USA, University of 
Minnesota, www.ipums.org, unless otherwise noted.  
1Please note that the terms “immigrant” and “foreign born” are used interchangeably throughout this fact sheet. Foreign born refers to individuals who are not a U.S. citizen 
at birth or who were born outside the U.S., Puerto Rico or other U.S .territories and whose parents are not U.S. citizens. The foreign born may include naturalized U.S. citizens, 
Legal Permanent Residents, temporary residents, refugees and asylees, and others. Additionally, native born includes those who are U.S. citizens at birth, those born in the 
United States, Puerto Rico, or other U.S. territories, and those born abroad to a parent who is a U.S. citizen.  
2IIR fact sheets are created following standard definitions established by the U.S. Census Bureau. Please consult https://www.census.gov/topics/ for clarification as to  
important distinctions such as those between industry and occupation or between race and ethnicity.  

Figure 1. Brazilian Immigrants in the United States 

Distribution of Brazilian Immigrants in the United States  
Figure 1 shows where immigrants from Brazil live across the United States. Approximately half (49.8 percent) of the Brazilian immigrants 

in the United States live in Florida, Massachusetts, or California (22.0, 17.4, and 10.4 percent, respectively). The states with the smallest 

shares of the overall Brazilian immigrant population are South Dakota, Vermont, and Wyoming.  

Figure 2.  Naturalization Rates Among Brazilian Immigrants 

 

2018 NUMBERS AT A GLANCE 

 43,567,000: Approximate number of 

immigrants1 living in the United States (13% 

of the population) 

 404,300: Approximate number of 

immigrants from Brazil living  

in the United States (1% of the immigrant 

population) 

 21%: Estimated change in the number of 

Brazilian immigrants living in the United 

States over the past 10 years 

 Top Three Counties:  

 Middlesex County, MA (8% of 
Brazilian immigrants in the U.S.) 

 Broward County, FL (6% of Brazilian 
immigrants in the U.S.) 

 Miami-Dade County, FL (4% of 
Brazilian immigrants in the U.S.) 

Citizenship 

Figure 2 indicates that Brazilian immigrants in the 

United States are significantly less likely to be a 

naturalized citizen compared to all other immigrants 

in the United States. Among the 404,300 Brazilian 

immigrants, slightly more than one in three 

immigrants are naturalized citizens. Nearly 50 

percent of all other immigrants in the United States, 

on the other hand, are naturalized citizens.  

https://www.census.gov/topics/
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Personal income 

Figure 4 shows that immigrants from Brazil are significantly more 

likely to earn $40,000 or more compared to all other immigrants in 

the United States. Additionally, the median income of Brazilian 

immigrants is $47,132, which is 10.6 percent greater than all other 

immigrants living in the United States ($40,000).  

 

Employment Status 

A majority of immigrants in the United States age 16 to 65 are 

employed, as shown in Figure 3. Both immigrants from Brazil and 

all other immigrants in the United States have an employment rate 

of 95 percent.    
Immigrants from 

Brazil 
All Other Immigrants 

Unemployed 5% 5% 

Employed 95% 95% 

Estimated Immigrant 
Population  

268,249 26,317,019 

Figure 3. Employment Status Among Brazilian 

Immigrants 

In the Labor Force, Age 16-65 

Figure 4. Personal Income Among Brazilian 

Immigrants 

In the Labor Force and Employed, Full-Time, Age 16-65 
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Figure 5. Occupational and Industry Groups Among Brazilian Immigrants 

In the Labor Force and Employed, Age 16-65 

IMMIGRATION DATA ON DEMAND (iDod) 

The iDod service is offered free of charge to help individuals and institutions examine the immigrant populations of their  
particular geography. Recipients of this data will see how immigrants provide vital contributions to the economy and society of 
the U.S. Ultimately, the goal of the iDod project is to create collaborations and connect people with data of interest on  
immigrant populations from their particular geographic region or economic sector. 

iDod 
Immigration 
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Occupation 

Industry 

Occupation and Industry 

Figure 5 highlights the top five occupational and industry groups2 among Brazilian immigrants and all other immigrants living in the United 

States. Brazilian immigrants work in similar occupations as all other immigrants, with greater shares of Brazilian immigrants working in  

education, legal, community service, arts, and media occupations compared to all other immigrants. While occupations are similar, Brazilian 

immigrants and all other immigrants in the United States mostly work in different industries (workers in industries can be of any  

occupation). Brazilian immigrants are found to work in construction; other services; and professional, scientific, and technical service  

industries at higher rates than all other immigrants, who are more likely to work in the health care and assistance; manufacturing; and  

accommodation and food services industries. 
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