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PROSEMINAR IN PUBLIC AND APPLIED SOCIOLOGY 
SOCIOLOGY 601-001 - Graduate Seminar - 3 Credits 

 
 
Erin Stephens, MPH, PhD      FALL 2019  
email: estephe2@gmu.edu      Robinson Hall B 118 
office location: Robinson B 320     Tuesdays, 7:20 – 10 pm 
office hours: Tues, 5:30-7 or by appt  
 
Course Description 
This graduate pro-seminar is a core course for all graduate students in the Sociology Program. 
Michael Burawoy’s call for a “public sociology” during his 2004 ASA Presidential Address 
invigorated the discipline, leading the way for the development of new curricula, academic 
programs, publications, and convenings interrogating the implications of a more public sociology. 
During this course, we will survey responses within the discipline and consider the role of the 
public sociologist historically and contemporarily. We will examine various theories and ideas 
regarding what public sociology is and ought to be. We will discuss the methodological, ethical and 
practical aspects of public sociology. Through conversations with applied and public sociologists, 
we will learn of the challenges and opportunities when engaging in such work. 
 
The course is organized into two parts. During the first half of the semester we will read and 
examine disciplinary debates within academia over the meaning of public sociology and the 
challenges it poses to the discipline and its practitioners. During the second half, our class will host 
a series of guest speakers and panelists who do public and/or applied sociological work.  Hearing 
from sociologists working in different environments will provide an opportunity for students to 
examine different careers paths, sociological perspectives, necessary skillsets and the public impact 
sociologists are able to have in different careers. Both of these course segments will be supported 
by writing projects.  
 
The goal is that through this course, students will develop their own articulation of what public 
sociology is, define their own professional values, and consider the implications of both for their 
own scholarship and practice.  
 
Required Text 
Dan Clawson et al (eds.) Public Sociology: Fifteen Eminent Sociologists Debate Politics & The 
Profession in the Twenty-First Century (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2007). 
 
Class Engagement 
This is a seminar, not a lecture-based class. Our classes depend on everyone coming prepared to 
engage with the reading material and our invited guests. When readings are assigned, come having 
read all the material, with notes and questions to contribute to the discussion. When we have 
invited guests, research their work and offer informed and insightful questions. I realize speaking 
up is easier for some than others but make your best effort to contribute to the class. 
 
To promote informed, thoughtful and engaged conversations, I offer the following guidelines:  
 We are diverse in our experiences, identities and perspectives. Contribute what your thoughts 

honestly but engage in a manner respectful to everyone in the room.  
 Show respect for others as individuals by learning and using their preferred names and 

pronouns. 
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 Support an atmosphere of learning and growth. Approach discussion as a means to “think out 
loud.”  

 Allow others (as well as yourself) to revise and clarify ideas and positions in response to new 
information and insights. 

 Try not to make assumptions; ask questions to learn more about other perspectives, especially 
those that are different from your own. 

 Talk with the instructor about patterns in the discussion that are troubling or that may be 
impeding full engagement by you or others.  

 Bring out ideas, perspectives, or solutions that you think are not yet represented or haven’t yet 
been adequately discussed. 

 
Course Assignments 
Detailed instructions for all assignments can be found on Blackboard 

1. Discussion Preparation (4 total; due each week in September) 
As the bulk of the course reading will be in the first four weeks of course, I have assigned 
written discussion preparation1 summaries that must be submitted electronically to me by 
10am every Tuesday before class (see course outline for dates).  

2. Public Sociology Paper (due October 15th) 
In this assignment you will pick a social problem with an existing public and engage in a 
past, present and future analysis of public sociological engagement. This assignment will be 
due midway in the semester and accompanied by a class presentation.  

3. Sociological Research/Practice/Praxis Statement (due at the end of the semester) 
Alongside our readings and discussions about public sociology, we will be using the online 
tool “Imagine PhD” to facilitate a personal exploration of your values, interests, and career 
pathways. Based on your career interests, you will write a paper that articulates your 
position as it relates to public sociology, reflexively grounds your scholarship and practice, 
and charts out your next steps at Mason and beyond. 

 
Grading 
10% Class Participation   
20% Discussion Prep (each worth 5%)         
35% Public Sociology Paper      
35% Sociological Research/Practice/Praxis Statement    
 
A rubric will be provided for each writing assignment in advance of its final due date. Grades can be 
inquired about, but not contested. If you have concerns or questions, I strongly encourage you to 
ask me in advance of the assignments due date.  
 
Letter Grade        Range of Number Grades 
A    100-94 
A-     93-90 
B+     89-87 
B     86-84 
B-     83-80 
C+     79-77 
C     76-74 

                                                 
1 Credit to Professor John Dale as the originator of this assignment  
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C-      73-70 
D     69-60 
F    Below 60 
 
Late Assignments: Late assignments will not be accepted for a grade unless authorized by the 
instructor prior to the due date.   
 
Incomplete Grades: The instructor discourages incomplete grades and will give them only in 
unusual circumstances and, even then, only when formally arranged in advance between the 
student and the instructor. 
 
Use of Technology 
All announcements and most of the readings will be distributed on Blackboard. Unless you are 
registered for the course through GMU, you will be not be able to access Blackboard. Students may 
use personal laptops or iPads to take notes during class, but please do not cause distractions for 
your fellow classmates.   
 
Disability 
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and 
contact the Office of Disability Resources at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be 
arranged through that office. 
 
Honor Code  
George Mason University has an Honor Code, which requires all members of this community to 
maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity.  Cheating, plagiarism, lying, and 
stealing are all prohibited. Be sure to correctly cite the words and ideas of others in your work. All 
violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee. 
 
Enrollment 
Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in this class. Schedule adjustments should 
be made by the deadlines published in the Schedule of Classes. 

• Last Day to Add/Drop: September 3, 2019 
• Last Day to Drop (without tuition penalty): September 9, 2019 
• Last Day to Drop (with tuition penalty): September 17, 2019 
• After the last day to drop a class, withdrawing from this class requires the approval of the 

dean and is only allowed for nonacademic reasons. 
 

Mason Emergency Information 
To provide by e-mail and/or text message all members of the University community with 
emergency information relating to our safety and security, you are encouraged to sign up for the 
Mason Alert System, available at https://alert.gmu.edu. 
 
 
 
University Resources 
Counseling Center: Student Union I, Room 364, 703-993-2380.  Website http://www.caps.gmu.edu/ 
University Writing Center:  Robinson Hall B Room 213, 703-993-1200.  
Website:      https://writingcenter.gmu.edu/for-graduate-students 
University Catalog: http://catalog.gmu.edu  
University Policies: http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu 

https://alert.gmu.edu/
http://www.caps.gmu.edu/
https://writingcenter.gmu.edu/for-graduate-students
http://catalog.gmu.edu/
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/
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Course Outline 
 

August 27th Introduction to Course 
  
September 3rd.  The Call for Public Sociology 
Best, Joel. 2003. “Killing the Messenger: The Social Problems of 
Sociology.” Social Problems 50: 1 (February), pp. 1-13. 
 
Gans, Herbert J. 1989. “Sociology in America: The Discipline and the 
Public.” American Sociological Review 54 (1989): 1-16. 
 
Feagin, Joe R. 2001. “Social Justice and Sociology: Agendas for the 
21st Century.” American Sociological Review, 66(Feb): 1-20. 
 
Michael Burawoy, “For Public Sociology,” in Dan Clawson et al (eds.) 
Public Sociology: Fifteen Eminent Sociologists Debate Politics & The 
Profession in the Twenty-First Century (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 2007), pp. 23-66. If you do not have the book yet, 
online version can be found via the library.  
 
Recommended Reading:  
Morris, Alton and Amin Ghaziani. 2006. DuBoisian Sociology: A 
Watershed of Professional and Public Sociology.” Souls 7(3-4): 47-54. 
 

Discussion Prep #1 Due 
by 10am 
 
Public Soc Assignment 
reviewed and topics 
chosen 

September 10th.  Institutionalizing Public Sociology 
In Dan Clawson et al (eds.) Public Sociology: Fifteen Eminent 
Sociologists Debate Politics & The Profession in the Twenty-First  
Pages 67-113 (Touraine, Hays, Stacey, Collins); 124-158 (Smith-
Lovin, Stitchcombe, Massey); 213-228 (Glenn) 
 
Nielsen, Francios 2005. “The Vacant “We”: Remarks on Public 
Sociology.” Social Forces, 82(4):1619-1627. 
 
 

Discussion Prep #2 Due 
by 10am 
 

September 17th   Public Engagement & Communicative Action 
 
In Dan Clawson et al (eds.) Public Sociology: Fifteen Eminent 
Sociologists Debate Politics & The Profession in the Twenty-First  
Pages 169-209 (Wallerstein, Patterson, Abbott).  
 
Hartmann, Douglas. 2016. “Sociology and its Publics: Reframing 
Engagement Revitalizing the Field” The Sociological Quarterly: 1-16 
 

Discussion Prep #3 Due 
by 10am 
Prep for class 
Read two Context Articles 
of choice, 
www.context.org  
 

http://www.context.org/
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Furedi, Frank. “Recovering the Sociological Imagination: the 
Challenge for Public Sociology.” On Writing Public Sociology: 
Accountability through Accessibility, Dialogue and Relevance.” in 
Vincent Jeffries (ed.), Handbook of Public Sociology (Roman & 
Littlefield Publishers).171-184 
 
Mayrl, Damon and Lauren Westbrook. “On Writing Public Sociology: 
Accountability through Accessibility, Dialogue and Relevance.” in 
Vincent Jeffries (ed.), Handbook of Public Sociology (Roman & 
Littlefield Publishers). 151-169 
 
Boyns, David and Jesse Flether. 2005. “Reflections on Public 
Sociology: Public Relations, Disciplinary Identity, and the Strong 
Program in Professional Sociology,” The American Sociologist 
(Fall/Winter): 5-26. 
 
Recommended:  
Kowalchuk, Lisa and Neil McLaughlin. 2009.“Mapping the Social 
Space of Opinion: Public Sociology and the Op-Ed in Canada.” 
Canadian Journal of Sociology, 34(3): 697-728. 
 
 

And identify a well-
known public intellectual 
(pref. sociologist); check 
out their   

September 24th Public Sociology in Practice 
Nickel, Patricia M. “Public Sociology and the Public Turn in Social 
Sciences.”  
 
Stoker, Randy. “Rethinking Public Sociology”  
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/drafts/pubsoc.htm 
 
Hannem, Stacey and Alex Tigchelaar. 2016. Doing it in Public: 
Dilemmas of Images, Voice and Constructing Public Sociology in Sex 
Work.”,634-653 
 
Stacey, Judith. 2004. “Marital Suitors Court Social Science Spin-sters: 
The Unwittingly Conservative Effects of Public Sociology.” 
 
Oliver, Pamela E. 2009. “Talking about Racial Disparities in 
Imprisonment: A Reflection on Experiences in Wisconsin.” in 
Vincent Jeffries (ed.), Handbook of Public Sociology (Roman & 
Littlefield Publishers). 281-297 
 
A Movement Rising: Consciousness, Vision, and Strategy from the 
Bottom Up. Katz-Fishman and Scott, 69-81 in Judith Blau and Keri E. 
Iyall Smith (eds.), Public Sociologies Reader (Boulder: Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers), pp. 69-81. 
 
 

Discussion Prep #4 Due 
by 10am 
 

October 1st.   Guest Speaker: Randy Lynn 

http://comm-org.wisc.edu/drafts/pubsoc.htm
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Readings TBA  
October 8th   Guest Speakers: Carrie Hutnik, Melissa Gouge 
Readings TBA  
October 15th    NO CLASS 
No Readings Public Sociology 

Assignment Due by 
midnight 

October 22nd Presentations of Papers 
Readings TBA Create an Imagine Ph.D. 

account  
October 29th Panel: Navigating Institutions & Communities in Applied/Public Sociology* 
Readings TBA  
November 5th Panel: Applied Sociology in N/GOs* 
Readings TBA  
November 12th Panel: Hosted by the PSA 
Readings TBA  
November 19th Panel: Public Scholarship, Movements & Cities** 
Readings TBA  
December 3rd & 9th Presentations and Discussion 
 Final paper due by class 

time on Dec 3rd 
 
*All Panels to be confirmed 
** Option for writing workshop 
 
This syllabus is subject to change per the discretion of the instructor 
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