
Immigrant Truck Drivers in Five Regions of the United States 

All analysis in this fact sheet is based on source data from the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2013-2017 distributed through IPUMS-USA, University of 
Minnesota, www.ipums.org, unless otherwise noted.  
1Please note that the terms “immigrant” and “foreign born” are used interchangeably throughout this fact sheet. Foreign born refers to individuals who are not a U.S. citizen 
at birth or who were born outside the U.S., Puerto Rico or other U.S .territories and whose parents are not U.S. citizens. The foreign born may include naturalized U.S. citizens, 
Legal Permanent Residents, temporary residents, refugees and asylees, and others. Additionally, native born includes those who are U.S. citizens at birth, those born in the 
United States, Puerto Rico, or other U.S. territories, and those born abroad to a parent who is a U.S. citizen.  
2Trucker drivers include supervisors of transportation and material moving workers, driver/sales workers and truck drivers, and industrial truck and tractor operators 

Figure 1. Immigrant Truck Drivers 

2017 NUMBERS AT A GLANCE 

¶ 43,079,900: Approximate number of immigrants1 living in the U.S. (13% of the population) 

¶ 5,225,200: Approximate number of the truck driving population2 living in the United States (2% of the country’s population) 

¶ 847,500: Approximate number of immigrant truck drivers living in the United States (16% of the truck driving population) 

¶ 96,700: Approximate number of immigrant truck drivers living in the Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, CA Metropolitan Area  

(52% of the truck driving population in the area) 

¶ 49,000: Approximate number of immigrant truck drivers living in the Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL-IN-WI Metropolitan Area  

(30% of the truck driving population in the area) 

¶ 48,700: Approximate number of immigrant truck drivers living in the state of New Jersey  

(35% of the truck driving population in the state) 

¶ 29,600: Approximate number of immigrant truck drivers living in the Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX Metropolitan Area  

(25% of the truck driving population in the area) 

¶ 13,800: Approximate number of immigrant truck drivers living in the Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Roswell, GA Metropolitan Area  

(14% of the truck driving population in the area) 
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Figure 2. Top Five Countries of Birth Among Immigrant Truck Drivers 

Figure 3. Race and Ethnicity Among Immigrant Truck Drivers 

Country of Birth 

Figure 2 shows that immigrant truck drivers in all five regions come from a variety of countries. While over half of the immigrant truck  

drivers living in these areas combined are from Mexico, El Salvador, Dominican Republic, and Guatemala, there is some variability across  

regions. Compared to all other regions, the Atlanta metro area had a significantly smaller share of immigrant truck drivers from Mexico, and 

also larger proportions from the Caribbean (including Jamaica and Haiti) and Africa (including Ethiopia and Ghana). While nearly half of the  

immigrant truck driver population in Chicago are from Mexico, immigrant truck drivers in this region are more likely to come from Eastern 

Europe, including Poland, Bulgaria, Lithuania, and Ukraine compared to all other regions. The state of New Jersey also stands out, as 

immigrant truck drivers in this region are more likely to come from the Dominican Republic and South America, including Ecuador, Peru, and  

Colombia.   

Race and Ethnicity 

With the exception of immigrants in the Atlanta metro area, immigrant truck drivers in most of the regions identify as White or Other 

(Figure 3). Immigrant truck drivers in the Chicago or Dallas metro area are most likely to identify as White relative to the other regions, 

while immigrant truck drivers living in the Atlanta metro area are more likely to identify as Black. Patterns of racial composition are 

 consistent with their countries of origin. With respect to ethnicity, a greater share of immigrant truck drivers in the Dallas and  

Los Angeles metro areas identify as Hispanic, which can be of any race.  

Los Angeles Metro Area Chicago Metro Area The State of New Jersey Dallas Metro Area Atlanta Metro Area 

Mexico 55% Mexico 49% 
Dominican 
Republic 

17% Mexico 58% Jamaica 14% 

El Salvador 12% Poland 12% Ecuador 7% El Salvador 10% Mexico 12% 

Guatemala 6% Bulgaria 3% Peru 6% Honduras 3% Haiti 4% 

Vietnam 3% Lithuania 2% Colombia 6% Kenya 2% Ethiopia 3% 

Philippines 2% Ukraine 2% Mexico 6% Cuba 2% Ghana 3% 
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Los Angeles Metro 

Area 
Chicago Metro Area 

The State of New  
Jersey 

Dallas Metro Area Atlanta Metro Area 

White 47% 63% 51% 63% 29% 

Asian 12% 6% 9% 7% 15% 

Black 1% 2% 11% 9% 42% 

Other Race 38% 27% 26% 19% 12% 

Two or more races 2% 2% 3% 2% 2% 

Not-Hispanic 21% 45% 36% 23% 71% 

Hispanic 79% 55% 64% 77% 29% 

Estimated Immigrant 
Trucker Population 

96,678  48,969  48,723  29,641  13,750  
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Figure 5. Citizen Status Among Immigrant Truck Drivers 

Figure 4. Year of Immigration Among Immigrant Truck Drivers Year of Immigration 

Immigrant truck drivers in the Los Angeles metro 

area were more likely to migrate to the United 

States prior to 1990, while immigrant truck drivers 

in all other regions were more likely to arrive to 

the United States after 1989 (Figure 4). With the  

exception of immigrants in the Los Angeles metro 

area, 64-72 percent of immigrant truck drivers in 

these regions reported arriving to the United 

States in the year 1990 or later. The median year 

of immigration to the United States for immigrant 

truck drivers in Los Angeles is 1989, which is  

earlier compared to immigrant truck drivers in the 

Atlanta metro area (1997) and the state of New 

Jersey (1996), as well as immigrant truck drivers in 

the Chicago (1995) and Dallas metro area (1995) 

metro area. 

Citizenship 

Figure 5 shows that many immigrant truck drivers in all five regions are naturalized citizens. The Atlanta metro area has the largest share 

of immigrant trucker drivers who are naturalized citizens (58 percent) compared to the other regions. Conversely, the Dallas metro area 

has the smallest share of foreign born truck drivers who are naturalized citizens, with slightly more than two in five (41 percent) reporting 

they are U.S. citizens.  
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ABOUT THE INSTITUTE FOR IMMIGRATION RESEARCH 

The IIR works to refocus the immigration conversation among academics, policy-makers and the public, including the business community and media, by 

producing and disseminating unbiased and objective, interdisciplinary academic research related to immigrants and immigration to the United States. The 

Institute for Immigration Research is a joint venture between George Mason University and the Immigrant Learning Center, Inc. (ILC) of Massachusetts. To 

learn more about the Institute for Immigration Research call (703) 993-5833, email iir@gmu.edu, or visit us online at iir.gmu.edu. 

IMMIGRATION DATA ON DEMAND (iDod) 

The iDod service is offered free of charge to help individuals and institutions examine the immigrant populations of their  
particular geography. Recipients of this data will see how immigrants provide vital contributions to the economy and society of 
the U.S. Ultimately, the goal of the iDod project is to create collaborations and connect people with data of interest on  
immigrant populations from their particular geographic region or economic sector. 

iDod 
Immigration 
Data on Demand 

Figure 6. English Proficiency Among Immigrant Truck Drivers 

English Proficiency 

Overall, less than half of immigrant truck drivers in all five regions are proficient in English (speaks only English or speaks English very 

well) (Figure 6). Among these areas, the Atlanta metro area reported the highest share of immigrant truck drivers who are proficient in 

English (60 percent) and the Los Angeles metro area reported the lowest share of immigrant truck drivers who are proficient in English 

(32 percent).  

Figure 7. Self-Employment Status Among Immigrant Truck Drivers 

In the Labor Force and Employed 

Self Employment 

Figure 7 shows that a majority of immigrant truck drivers in all five regions are working for wages. The Chicago and Atlanta metro areas 

have the highest share of immigrant truck drivers who are self employed compared to all other areas (19 percent and 17 percent,  

respectively). Additionally, the Chicago and Atlanta metro areas also have the highest share of immigrant truck drivers who are self-

employed and incorporated (12 percent and 8 percent, respectively). 

  
Los Angeles Metro 

Area 
Chicago Metro Area 

The State of New  
Jersey 

Dallas Metro Area Atlanta Metro Area 

Not Proficient in  68% 58% 57% 65% 40% 

Proficient in English 32% 42% 43% 35% 60% 

Estimated Immigrant 
Trucker Population 

96,678 48,969 48,723 29,641 13,750 
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