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INYO 100: Transition INTO Mason 
Fall 2019 DRAFT Syllabus 

 
Instructor: Elizabeth Quillin  Office:           G648 Mason E-Mail: EQuillin@gmu.edu 
Time: M 5:00 – 6: 20 pm 
Classroom: G212 
Office Hours: MW 3:30 – 4:30 pm or by appointment  
Online: We will use our Blackboard site every day: sign-in at mymason.gmu.edu  

We will use OneDrive and Google Docs. Make sure to become familiar with these. 
 
As an instructor I strive to foster a classroom culture that encourages students to share what they know and inquisitively 
explore what they do not. I see my students as resources that bring unique perspectives, experiences, and knowledge to the 
classroom where we learn from each other. I look forward to this semester of questioning, learning, and discovery 
together. 
 
Course Description        

INYO 100 is a seminar class designed to guide and support freshman students transitioning from high school to univeristy 
life. This course will challenge students to engage in college life and the Mason community, while fostering well-being, 
safety, and self-sufficiency. Student success will be promoted through academic skill-building, educational planning, and 
career preparation. 

• At George Mason University Korea, the INYO 100 program aims to promote ‘Success at Mason Korea’. We do 
this by examining two fundamental questions that are critical for student success at the university level:  

o How can YOU help yourself to achieve your goals as a university student?  
o  How can GMUK help you to achieve your goals as a university student?  

• With these questions in mind, the semester is broken into two parts. In the first half of the semester, we will focus 
on the first question. As university students, one of the challenges is getting used to the idea that you - and you 
alone - are responsible for keeping your schedule and making sure that all of your assignments get finished. The 
early part of the semester in INYO 100 will focus on the skills that students need to be independent learners and 
successful university scholars.  

• In the second half of the semester, we will focus on the second question. Students at GMUK may be independent 
learners, but that does not mean that they are alone in pursuit of their goals. The university has many offices that 
provide a multitude of services to help students along the way. We’ll get to know some of the friendly, helpful 
faces around our campus - people who will be integral to your success.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes             
By the end of this course, students should be able to: 

• Create an academic plan and achieve it. 
• Identify their academic strengths. 
• Know how and when to ask for help. 
• Use appropriate and pragmatic language in university environments.   
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Course Textbooks and Materials 

Course Textbooks and Materials 
• Students must have ALL required course textbooks by Monday, September 2, 2019. 
• Bring all your textbooks, lined notebook paper, a folder, and pencils/pens to class every class. 
• Purchase a separate composition notebook.  This will be used as a journal for free writes and will be collected every 

few weeks.   
 

 
Composition Notebook         

 
Three-ring binder or folder  

Academic Planner  
 

 
Assignments and Grading Criteria           
 
• Participation and Attendance (30 points)  
  Because this class is designed as a seminar, you are expected to attend and participate in all class activities and 

discussions including any external event; therefore, absences and late arrivals will reduce your participation 
grade. If an unforeseen circumstance prevents you from attending class, it is expected that you follow-up with the 
instructor in a timely manner.  

o Participation points per class (averaged at 30 points total):  
• 3 points: you arrive on time and are engaged in class discussions  
• 2 points: you arrive on time for class and are not engaged discussions  
• 2 points: you are late to class and are engaged in class discussions  
• 1 point: you are late to class and are not engaged in discussions  
• 0 points: you do not attend class  

o Students missing class more than 6 times during the semester will risk receiving an F grade – In this 
case you should meet with your instructor to discuss your ability to complete the course. Lateness, 
although counted within your participation points, may count towards 1/3 of an absence, so three late 
attendances would equal one absence. Lateness means arriving at class after the instructor has taken 
attendance that day.  

• Email Assignment (5 points)  
Your first assignment will follow the class on email communication where you will email the instructor using 
appropriate language, expressing a genuine concern you have at Mason Korea and a request for some form of 
assistance.  

• Academic Honesty Quiz (5 points)  
This will be a simple online quiz given once we have talked about Academic Honesty in our class.  

• Journals (20 total points)  



  
  

 3  

Throughout the semester, you will be assigned topics to write about in the form of a journal. Each journal should be a 
clear and concise reflection of your personal involvement in that week’s topic of discussion. Each journal will be 
evaluated on completeness, effort, and substance. Journals should be approximately one double-spaced page in length 
(Times New Roman, 12-point font), with attention to grammar and proofread for errors.  

• Resume (10 points)  
Creating a resume your first semester of college will help you see what skills and experience you already have and 
what areas you need to grow in. You will be expected to create a one-page resume which can be used to apply to 
internships or part-time jobs. The resume should highlight academic achievements, prior work or volunteer 
experience, and skills that you have built up throughout your time as a high school and university student.  

• Meeting with Peer Advisor (10 points)  
Talking with a Peer Advisor on a regular basis can really help you in your adjustment to college life at Mason. During 
the semester you will sign up for a meeting with your INYO professor and meet at least one time one-on-one with a 
Peer Advisor. You may also make use of any advisor meetings scheduled if your departmental advisor visits from 
Fairfax. You will submit a list of questions that you want to ask a peer advisor, and the question sheet will need to be 
signed by the advisor.  

• Final Journal (20 points)  
You will provide an extensive reflection on how your mind/or thinking has been changed by taking the INYO 100 
course including what you learned by writing this final journal assignment. You will be given writing prompts by your 
professor to guide you through this assignment, which will be longer than your ‘regular’ journal assignments. This is 
meant as a capstone assignment for the course – a chance for you to think about your first semester as a university 
student.  

• Grading  
Grade Breakdown  Points  
 Class Participation  30 
Email Assignment 5 
Academic Honesty Quiz 5 
Journals (4 total) 20 
Peer Advisor Meeting  10 
Resume  10 
Final Journal Assignment  20 
Total Points  100 

 
• Grading Scale  

A+ 100 B+ 89-87 C+ 79-77  
D 69-

60 

 
F < 60 A 99-94 B 86-84 C 76-74 

A- 93-90 B- 83-80 C 76-74 
 
 
Course Calendar and Important Dates          
 

Week Date Lesson Topic Readings and Assignments Due Date 
Week 1 Aug. 26 Introduction to INY0 100  

Aug. 28 Getting to know each other  
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Week 2 Sep. 2 Time Management   
Sep. 4 Time Management  

Week 3 Sep. 9 Email Etiquette  
Sep. 11 Email Etiquette  

Week 4 Sep. 16 Finding Your Strengths  Email Assignment  
Sep. 18 Finding Your Strengths  

Week 5 Sep. 23 Academic Integrity  Journal 1 Due – Using Your Strengths  
Sep. 25 Academic Integrity Academic Integrity Quiz 

Week 6 Sep. 30 Midterm Conferences 
Oct. 2 

Week 7 Oct. 7 Taking Effective Notes   
Oct. 9 Taking Effective Notes  

Week 8 Oct. 14 TBD Journal 2 Due – Self Authorship  
Thu. 
Oct. 17 

Peer Advising at GMUK XXX  

Week 9 Oct. 21 Thinking About Education  Reading: Thinking About Education - Ken 
Robinson 

Tues. 
Oct. 22 

Mason Korea Tutoring Services 
XXX 

 

Week 10 Oct. 28 IGC Library Services  Journal 3 – Robinson  
Thu. 
Oct. 31 

Academic Advising XXX  

Week 11 Nov. 4 Thinking About Education Reading: Thinking About Education – Sal Kahn 
Nov. 6 No Class  

Week 12 Nov. 11 TBD Journal 4 - Kahn 
Tue. 
Nov. 12 

GMUK Wellness Services XXX  

Week 13 Nov. 18 Writing an Effective Resume   Resume  
Nov. 20 Studying and Living in Fairfax  

Week 14 Nov. 25 TBD  
Nov. 27 TBD  

Week 15 Dec. 2 Final Student Conference  Final Journal Due  
Dec. 4 Final Student Conference   

 
• Course Calendar: Here you will find a link to our course calendar. Check it regurlary. It will tell you what we will 

do each day, homework that is due each day, and when major assignments are due throughout the semester. 
First Day of Classes August 26, 2019 
Midterm Conference  Week 6 

It is your responsibility to schedule a 15-minute 
Midterm Conference with your professor the week of 
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September 30, 2019. We will not meet during the 
scheduled class period this week.  

No Class 
 

Thu, Sep 12 Happy Chuseok!  
Thu, Oct 3 National Foundation Day  
Tue, Oct 8 Fall Recess  
Thu, Nov 7 Spring Recess  

Final Conferences   Week 15 
It is your responsibility to schedule a 15-minute 
Midterm Conference with your professor the week of 
December 2, 2019. We will not meet during the 
scheduled class period this week. 

 
Course Expectations 
• Attendance is very important for your success in this class.  
• Complete your work on time. Late homework assignments will not be accepted. 
• If you are absent your homework IS STILL DUE.  
• Missed quizzes or assignments CANNOT be made up, unless you have notified me BEFORE you are absent.  
• Our class is a special community. We will all be respectful of each other and our learning environment. Behavior and 

speech that distracts from a respectful, positive environment will not be tolerated. If you disrupt our learning 
environment, you will be asked to leave the class. 

• Electronic devices should not distract you from earning your participation points or distract your classmates. Cell 
phones must be kept out of sight and silent during class time unless you are told to be using them.  

• Open Door Policy: Both the instructor and peer advisors are open to your comments, suggestions, and feedback on 
the course at any time. Feel free to email the instructor and/or a peer advisor or see them before or after class to 
discuss your ideas and concerns. You may also submit your thoughts anonymously. At any time during the semester, 
please feel free to see the instructor and/or peer advisor to discuss any challenges that you may be experiencing. 

• Syllabus: You should consider this syllabus as your contract for the course. You must follow the directions for each 
assignment and ensure that you submit your work on time. This class can be successfully completed if you manage 
your time effectively, come to class prepared, and turn in work in a timely and high quality fashion. These are 
behaviors that will enable you to be academically successful in your other classes as well.  
 

George Mason University Honor Code and Academic Integrity 
“Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters 
related to academic work. I promise to do my own work and not to give or take answers from others. I will do my 
assignments by myself and not cheat, steal, or lie.”   
Students suspected of Honor Code violations will be referred to the Office of Academic Integrity. For more 
information, see Office for Academic Integrity (http://oai.gmu.edu/) 

Academic Advising 
If you have questions about your academic standing, progression, study plan, or university application process, make an 
appointment with an Academic Advisor on WC Online (https://intomason.mywconline.com).  
 

Academic Resource Center           
The Academic Resource Center, GMUK is in the business of looking at your papers, projects and problems to improve 
your academic achievement in the area of Writing, Communication, Mathematics, Accounting, Statistics, and Economics. 
You are invited to utilize the faculty and student tutor services at a variety of stages in your academic activities, checking 
to see that your project specifically meets the directions specified by your instructor. While tutors are helping you in your 
writing or projects, they do help you become conscious of particular error patterns that emerge in your work.  
 

http://oai.gmu.edu/
http://oai.gmu.edu/
https://intomason.mywconline.com/
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For more information, please contact Professor Eunmee Lee, Director of Academic Resource Center (elee45@gmu.edu, 
office #638). 
 

Privacy               
Students must use their MasonLive email account to receive important University information, including communications 
related to this class. Your instructor will not respond to messages sent from or send messages to a non-Mason email 
address. 

Disability Accommodations               
If you have a documented learning disability or other condition that may affect academic performance you should:  

1. make sure this documentation is on file with Office of Disability Services (SUB I, Rm. 4205; 993-
2474; http://ods.gmu.edu) to determine the accommodations you need; and  

2. talk with your teacher to discuss your accommodation needs. 

mailto:elee45@gmu.edu
http://ods.gmu.edu/
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