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COURSE SYLLABUS 

EVPP 337-KD3  

Environmental Policy Making in Developing Countries 
Fall 2019 

 

 

Class period: August 26 to December 16, 2019 

Location: 100% ONLINE 

Instructor: Dr. Paul Philippe Razafinjatovo 

Email address: prazafin@masonlive.gmu.edu  

Office Hours: online by appointment 

 

1- Course Description: 
Environmental Policy making in Africa goes hand in hand with the efforts to promote 

Sustainable Development. All initiatives to address environmental issues should integrate the 

challenges relative to social, economic and political dimensions. This course studies the 

essentials of sustainable development initiatives, explores key environmental issues such as 

climate change and biodiversity loss, and analyzes the processes through which policies were 

developed to address them in Africa. While the development of environmental policies adopts 

well-established procedures, their design is shaped by various conditions. This course also 

studies the conditions under which environmental policies are developed in Africa. 

This course is divided into three parts. The first part provides an overview of Environmental 

Policy Development mechanisms and their application in the context of Africa. The second part 

introduces the concept of sustainable development as a key component of environmental policy 

development in Africa. The third part focuses on important environmental issues such as climate 

change and biodiversity loss that affect African countries, the relevant mechanisms, and players 

involved in the development of policy that addresses such issues. 

 

2- Learning Objectives: 
The main objective of this course is to provide students with essential knowledge of the 

environmental policy development mechanism in developing countries. Upon completion of this 

course, the students receive clear understanding of how and why environmental policy is 

developed in developing countries with focus on Africa and what challenges are involved in this 

process. It is therefore important to understand some of the characteristics of developing 

countries that could cause these challenges. In doing so, students will study the different factors 

that influence the development and implementation of environmental policies in developing 

countries. In addition, students will receive clear understanding of some important environmental 

issues and the different ways they are addressed at the national and international levels. Finally, 

they will receive strong oral and written communication skills that are necessary for their future 

studies and career. 

 

 



2 
 

3- Course Instructional Method 
In this course, students mainly learn in three different ways. Firstly, completing the reading 

assignment provides students with crucial knowledge of the subjects taught in this class as 

highlighted by the authors of the reading materials, which are essentially scientific articles and 

official government documents. Moreover, the lecture slides are intended to strengthen the 

students’ understanding of these subjects by synthesizing some important information in the 

materials and providing additional explanation on the subjects.  Finally, students are expected to 

receive a strong knowledge of a particular environmental issue of their choice through 

conducting research that unveils the different aspects related to it.  

 This course is 100% online. All lectures, student presentations, quizzes and exams will be 

delivered and administered online through Blackboard and Blackboard tools. Most quizzes and 

exams are administered through Blackboard using Respondus Lockdown Browser and your 

webcam. 

Upon completion of a reading assignment, students are required to complete an open-book 

quiz to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of some important points highlighted in 

the reading materials. The quiz is also expected to test the critical thinking skill of the students 

on the materials. Students receive feedbacks on their answers to guide their understanding of the 

materials and the subjects taught in this course.  

The course lecture slides are meant to provide students with the most important points that 

they should know and understand. They include key information that constitutes the foundation 

of the subjects taught in this course. Some important aspects identified in the reading materials 

are also highlighted in the slides. It is meant to emphasize some crucial points that the students 

should get out of this course. A closed book quiz that encompasses both reading materials and 

lecture slides is given to students for each subject taught in this course. 

The written and oral assignments are expected to strengthen the student’s knowledge and 

understanding of environmental policy making in Africa and to express it in a professional way 

either through an oral presentation or in writing. The order in which the subjects are taught in 

this class is set in a way that provides students with the knowledge of mechanisms and 

challenges involved in environmental policy making before studying their application to 

different environmental issues in Africa. 

 

4- Writing Intensive Course 
This course fulfills the “Writing Intensive Course” requirement. Therefore, the lecturer 

devotes class time to providing instructions to students on how to complete written assignments 

successfully. To do this, students should complete a minimum of 3,500 words written 

assignments. In addition, the instructor should provide constructive feedback on drafts. For more 

information about the University’s writing-intensive requirement, please visit 

http://wac.gmu.edu/program/wi_requirement 

 

5- Course Prerequisite:  
Students who have completed 60 credits are accepted in this course. Please inform your 

instructor if you do not meet this requirement. 

 

http://wac.gmu.edu/program/wi_requirement
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6- Course Requirements: 
This is a three-credit course. Therefore, students are expected to spend an average of ten 

hours per week on the work required for this course. The successful completion of this course 

requires that students complete their assignments on time and pass the quizzes and final exam. 

Students are expected: 

i. to take the eleven open-book quizzes on the syllabus and assigned reading materials. 

ii. to write two syntheses of reading materials as assigned. More information on the 

syntheses is provided below. 

iii. to take the three closed-book quizzes on specified lectures and reading materials.  

iv. to give a ten-minute (10 minutes) power point presentation with a recorded video 

(your face should be shown in the video) of their research proposal. The design and 

contents of the presentation as well as the associated requirements are also provided in 

the annex of this syllabus.  

v. To complete the two drafts of the main written assignment, which is the research 

proposal paper (2,500 words).  

vi. to take the final written exam at the end of the semester 

 

 

7- Grading Breakdown: 

Assignments Percentage of final grade 

Presentation of research proposal 15% 

Synthesis of reading materials 15% 

First draft of research proposal paper: 2,500 words 5% 

Final draft of research proposal paper 15% 

Assessments  

Open-book Quizzes  15% 

Closed-book Quizzes 15% 

Final written exam 20% 

 

8- Letter Grade Percentages 
 

Letter grade Percentage of grade 

A+ 97 - 100% 

A 93 - 96% 

A- 90 - 92% 

B+ 87 - 89% 

B 83 - 86% 

B- 80 - 82% 

C+ 77 - 79% 

C 73 - 76% 

C- 70 - 72% 

D 60 - 69% 

F <60% 
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9- Email Communication 
In all your email communication with me, please include your first name and EVPP 337-KD3 

on the subject and only use GMU mason live email address. 

 

    10- Assignment Submission 
All assignments must be uploaded on blackboard (assignment header) by the deadline. Late 

submission is not accepted. All assignments are individual work of the student. Plagiarism, 

cheating, lying and copying from other students’ work are not tolerated (please see honor code 

below). No late submission of assignments is accepted. The assignment is no longer available 

when you miss the deadline. 

 

     11-Assessment (Quizzes and Test) 
All assessments, including quizzes and test should be taken via the assessment header in the 

course menu by the deadline. They are available during a specified time and can be take for a 

limited time as indicated in the Annex to this syllabus. The closed-book quizzes are taken with 

the Respondus Lockdown Browser. 

 

12-Honor Code:  
Adherence to the GMU Honor Code is expected of all students. Students are expected to comply 

with the GMU honor code in completing their assignments and in their interaction with others 

during the class. Plagiarism, cheating and lying are the main forms of the honor code violation. 

Students are expected to visit the following link to avoid accidental or intentional violations and 

understand the consequences:  http://oai.gmu.edu/the-mason-honor-code-2/. 

 To avoid potential problems, make sure to follow the requirements relative to the use of the 

Respondus Lockdown Browser as you take the closed-book quizzes and exam.  

 

13-Technology Requirements 
The technology requirements for this online course are listed below: 

Hardware: 

- A Windows or Macintosh computer with at least 2 GB of RAM and a fast, reliable 

broadband Internet connection (e.g., cable, DSL). 

- Recommended computer monitor and laptop screen size be 13-inches or larger for 

optimum visibility of course material. 

- A webcam for taking quizzes and exam using Respondus Lockdown Browser and for 

student presentations. 

Software: 

- Web browser (See Blackboard Support for supported web browsers 

- Blackboard Courses (Log into http://mymason.gmu.edu, select the Courses Tab) 

- Blackboard Collaborate (select from the course menu) 

- Flash Player (free download) 

- Microsoft Office (purchase) 

- Respondus Lockdown Browser (from blackboard) 

- Kaltura (from blackboard). 

http://oai.gmu.edu/the-mason-honor-code-2/

