
 
GOVT 322 International Relations Theory 

1 
 

 

GOVT 322: International Relations Theory 
Mason Korea  

Fall 2019 

Tuesday & Thursday 10:30-11:45 

 

 

Instructor: Dr. Soyoung Kwon    Office Hours:  

Office: Room 572      Tuesday and Thursday 

E-mail: skwon14@gmu.edu     or by appointment 

 

 

Course Description: 

This course explores major theories and approaches used to analyze global events, linking 

them to the field to practical cases in international relations.  The course explores key traditions 

or schools of thought about international relations: realism, liberalism, international society, 

constructivism, international political economy, critical theories, and game theories.  It also looks 

at foreign policy making to see how these theoretical perspectives influence decision-making.  

The course also encourages students to use IR theories to understand the most current and 

pressing issues facing the world, thereby, to put international relations concepts to practical use.  

The course is structured to assign class discussions and exercises in every session, which require 

course reading and critical thinking on the assigned subject.  Group work is particularly 

encouraged for various assignment and discussion sessions.   

 

Course Objectives: Upon completion of GOVT 322, this advanced inquiry on international 

relations will equip students with theoretical tools for understanding international politics and 

analytical ability to assess current issues of global importance 

 

Required Books: 

The following textbooks are required for the course:  

1. Robert Jackson, George Sørensen, Jrøgen Møller. 2018. Introduction to International 

Relations: Theories and Approaches. 7th edition. Oxford University Press.  

 

2. Donald M. Snow. 2018. Cases in International Relations, 7th Edition. Longman 

mailto:skwon14@gmu.edu
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The following reference books are recommended for the course: 

 

1. Eric B. Shiraev and Vladislav M. Zubok. 2016. Current Debates in International 

Relations, Oxford University Press.  

 

  

Additional readings can be found on Blackboard (located on MyMason). Blackboard will also be 

used to post all announcements (including schedule changes and assignment instructions).  

 

Course Policies and Information: 

Diversity Statement:  George Mason University promotes a living and learning environment for 

outstanding growth and productivity among its students, faculty and staff. Through its 

curriculum, programs, policies, procedures, services and resources, Mason strives to maintain a 

quality environment for work, study and personal growth. 

 

An emphasis upon diversity and inclusion throughout the campus community is essential to 

achieve these goals. Diversity is broadly defined to include such characteristics as, but not 

limited to, race, ethnicity, gender, religion, age, disability, and sexual orientation. Diversity also 

entails different viewpoints, philosophies, and perspectives. Attention to these aspects of 

diversity will help promote a culture of inclusion and belonging, and an environment where 

diverse opinions, backgrounds and practices have the opportunity to be voiced, heard and 

respected. Please see http://ctfe.gmu.edu/professional-development/mason-diversity-

statement/for the full GMU diversity statement.  

 

Participation and Attendance: This is a very interactive class and will be run in a seminar style 

format with an emphasis on discussion. Students are expected to have read all assignments 

before class, and participate actively and responsibly in class discussion based on thoughtful 

consideration of the literature and experience.  Class participation will include your response to 

the seminar presentations.  Absences will adversely affect your final grade. To claim an excused 

absence, you must provide proper proof within three calendar days of your return from that 

absence. You are responsible for all announcements, assignments, materials and date changes 

covered or made in class while you are absent.  

 

Readings: Students are required to read everything assigned for that day/week prior to class, 

especially case studies. Some weeks have additional suggested readings that are needed for you 

to complete your assignment.  

 

http://ctfe.gmu.edu/professional-development/mason-diversity-statement/
http://ctfe.gmu.edu/professional-development/mason-diversity-statement/
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Class Discussion: Students will present and lead discussions in this class, especially on assigned 

readings. All questions and vigorous discussion and debate are encouraged in this course, with 

the expectation that all aspects of the class will be conducted with civility and respect for 

differing ideas, perspectives, and traditions. In our class we deal with sensitive and sometimes 

controversial materials, images and ideas. I expect that each class is approached with seriousness, 

critical thinking, cultural awareness and sensitivity, and respect for your peers, our guests, the 

material and myself.  Above else, have fun and enjoy the interaction and vigorous debates.  

 

Writing Guidelines 

Your written assignments for this class will be graded according to the following criteria. 

The relative weight given to each of these categories will vary depending on the nature of the 

assignment. 

 

1. Clear and sound content, including a well-stated thesis, related points to support that 

thesis, and applicable, logically presented, and specific evidence; clarity of argument. 

2. Depth of engagement with ideas; originality; seriousness of thought; conceptual 

complexity. 

3. Well-organized structure; text “flows” with coherent and effective transition between 

and among ideas; appropriate voice, tone, and style for audience and purpose (e.g. no 

slang or contractions); accurate word choice. 

4. Sufficiently and consistently cited and documented; one style of citation used 

throughout the paper; references adequate number and appropriate type of sources; 

uses quotations and reference marks appropriately. 

5. Correct mechanics including grammar, syntax, spelling, and punctuation. 

 

All papers should be thoroughly proof-read before being handed in, and will be marked down for 

excessive typographical errors. Quality of writing is critical because if the writing is poor, then 

you are likely to be unable to communicate clearly an argument that is clear and carefully 

supported. 

 

Communication: My door is always open to talk with and assist you.  However, please bring any 

questions and concerns you may have to me in a timely manner. Do not hesitate to ask for 

guidance and clarification if you need additional assistance for assignments.  

 

Electronic Devices: Before each class, please remember to silence or turn off any electronic 

devices, especially cell phones.  No calls or texting during class. If you must use your cell phone 

during class time for a personal emergency, please leave the room without disturbing the class. 

You may use your laptops or tablets to take notes and look up information pertinent to our class 

topics. You may NOT use this opportunity to complete tasks that are not related to our classroom, 



 
GOVT 322 International Relations Theory 

4 
 

play games, surf the internet or chat with your friends on social media or elsewhere. When this 

opportunity is abused, you will be asked to leave the classroom immediately.  

 

Email Policy:  In compliance with the University-wide initiative, our correspondence will be 

only through GMU assigned email accounts. Please check your email account regularly for 

updates and important announcements.  This also means that you must use blackboard.  

 

 

Course Requirements and Grading  

Prerequisites: GLOA 101, CONF 101, GOVT 132, or GOVT 133. Please note that this course 

requires the level and work load equivalent to the 300 level classes.  

 

Active participation:  Active participation means having arrived at class with notes on the 

readings and questions/comments as well as participation in the seminar-style discussion 

sessions.   

 

Exams/Case Presentations. There will be two tests including mid-term and final exam. For the 

written test, you will be asked to identify key terms and write short essay responses – based on 

the assigned readings and lectures up to the date when the exam is given. There will also be a 

group presentation at the end of the course based on your group’s IR case study done in a 

structured analytical framework.  Analytical skills, research efforts, and teamwork are called for 

in executing this assignment.   

 

Short Papers: Students will be required to write one short three-page essay (critical thinking) 

during the semester, which engage course readings, videos, news, and incorporate additional 

bibliography with proper citations. Detailed instruction will follow.   

 

Term Paper:  Students will be required to write a term paper of approximately 12-15 pages in 

length. This can be a paper of co-authors based on your group presentation.  The paper proposal 

must be submitted for review by the instructor in advance.  It should only include an outline, a 

full bibliography, and a synopsis (summary of pints and issues you propose to develop in your 

final draft).  The bibliography must list relevant books, official publications, scholarly articles 

and/or working papers.  Students are required to submit all papers electronically via blackboard 

(not via email). Deadlines must be strictly observed. There will be penalty for the delay of 

submission.   

 

All papers will be in Microsoft Word format and double spaced; have one-inch margins on all 

four sides; use 12in Times New Roman Font; and use Chicago style in-paragraph citations 

with bibliography. The Chicago style citation guide can be found at:  

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
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An excellent source on how to write papers, properly site and use a bibliography is at 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/. I also highly suggest you download and use Zotero citation 

software (https://www.zotero.org) and use it with Firefox web browser in order to help you 

properly cite sources.  For assistance on writing a political science paper, check out “How to 

Write a Good Paper” http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo/courses/Howto.htm 

 

Evaluation and Grading Rubric: Your final grade will be based on: 

 Participation (attendance & assignments)    10% 

 Workshop Session Presentation:     10% 

 Group Work        10% 

 Test one (mid-term exam):      20% 

 Test two (final exam):      20% 

 Final Term Paper:       30% 

 

 

Grading scale: 

Points 

Accumulated  

Grade GPA Points 

Accumulated  

Grade GPA 

970-1000 A+ 4.0+ 800-820 B- 2.67 

930-960 A 4.0 780-790 C+ 2.33 

900-920 A- 3.67 740-770 C 2.00 

870-890 B+ 3.33 700-730 C- 1.67 

830-860 B 3.00 600-690 D 1.00 

   0-590 F 0.00 

 

 

Email Policy: You must activate your Mason e-mail account, use it to communicate with the 

department and other administrative units, and check it regularly for important university 

information including messages related to this class. Please check the syllabus before emailing 

me regarding course matters, and contact a classmate for notes if you miss class. I will not 

respond to email inquiries that arise from a lack of attention to the syllabus (i.e. office location, 

office hour times, due date for assignments, etc.) or class absence.  

 

Academic Accommodations: If you are a student with a disability and require some special 

arrangements or assistance to meet the course requirements, please contact the instructor as soon 

as possible to make necessary accommodation.  

 

Important Dates: http://masonkorea.gmu.edu/academic-calendar/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
https://www.zotero.org/
http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo/courses/Howto.htm
http://masonkorea.gmu.edu/academic-calendar/
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Class Schedule: 

 

Week 
of 

Lecture Theme  Workshop  

1  

Course Introduction 

 

 

Why Study IR?  

Jackson Ch. 1 

 

2  

IR as an Academic Subject 

Jackson Ch. 2 

 

 

Workshop Assignments 

3  

Theoretical Preference 

 

 

Reading Assignments 

 

 

4  

Realism 

Jackson Ch. 3 

RISE of CHINA and WORLD ORDER 

China’s Unpeaceful Rise (Shiraev Ch. 2.5) 

Inflating the China Threat (Shiraev Ch. 2.6) 

Power and rising power: the case of China (Snow Ch. 3) 

 

5  

Liberalism 

Jackson Ch. 4 

INTERNATIONAL INSITUTIONS for PEACE and PROGRESS 

Liberalism and World Politics (Shiraev Ch. 3.3) 

Twenty Years of Institutional Liberalism (Shiraev Ch. 3.4) 

Regional Integration: the European Union (Snow Ch. 9) 

 

6  

International Society 

Jackson Ch. 5 

LAW and INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

War Crimes and Reinforcing International Norms (Snow Ch. 3)  

The Palestine Problem; the search for statehood and the benefits of 

international law (Shiraev Ch. 6.3) 

 

7  

Game Theory Approaches 

Sterling-Folker Ch. 4 

IRRESOLVABLE CONFLICTS 

The Kennedy Experiment Revisited (Shiraev Ch. 4.4) 

Nuclear Proliferation: contrasting cases of North Korea and Iran (Snow 

Ch.6)  

Territorial Disputes (Snow Ch. 4) 

 

8  

Mid-term Exam 
 

9  

International Political 

Economy 

Jackson Ch. 7  

RISE of BRICS and US-CHINA TRADE WAR 

The Old IPE and the NEW (Shiraev Ch. 7.1) 

The Post-Washington Consensus (Shiraev Ch. 7.5) 

Globalization and Terms of International Trade (Snow Ch. 8) 
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10  

Social Constructivism 

Jackson Ch. 8  

WAR on TERRORISM 

Constructing International Politics (Shiraev 4.1) 

Making Sense of International Relations Theory, (Sterling-Folker, 

pp.1-10); A War of Words (Sterling-Folker, pp152-167) 

 

11  

Film: US Invasion of Iraq 
 

12  

Post-Positivism 

Jackson Ch. 9 

 

 

NEW TRENDS in IR 

The Growth and Future of Feminist Theories in International Relations 

(Shiraev Ch. 4.3) 

The Culture of Fear in International Politics (Shiraev Ch. 10.2) 

 

13  

Key Issues in  

Contemporary IR 

Jackson Ch. 11 

 

KEY ISSUES and SOLUTIONS 

The Nature and problem of Terror (Snow 14) 

Global Climate Change (Snow 12) 

14  

Written Exam 

 

15 

 
 

Presentation on Global Forecasting - The World of 2025 

Shiraev and Zubok, pp. 295-316 

 

 

16  

Final Exam 

 

 


