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Course Description 

 

This course introduces graduate students to the sociological study of politics. Relations of power and 

authority, social institutions, networks, and culture are just some of the fundamental “gateway” concepts 

(variously theorized) that political sociologists rely on to make sense more innovative concepts for 

exploring dynamic contemporary politics. The overarching theme of the course is the struggle for 

democracy (and efforts to better understand it) in diverse, complex, and changing modern societies.  

While the concept of democracy is ubiquitous, its practice remains elusive. Does fetishizing the concept 

block rather than exercise the democratic imagination?  What is democracy? And what is it good for? 

What are the structural preconditions necessary for democracy? How do people who organize and 

participate in democratic initiatives understand the purpose of their participation? How do they 

understand the appropriate methods and norms of participation? Where do they locate the boundaries 

between participation and something else, whether elite decision-making, managerial prerogatives, or the 

operation of the market? What happens when market principles are extended into the state and beyond it 

in civil society and, seemingly, everything “social”? Are we losing our appetite for democratic values as 

liberty is increasingly individualized and recast as a form of market conduct? What counts as equality and 

what counts as a breach of it? What happens when competing views of the “demos” clash, i.e., when they 

cannot be harmonized through processes that are mutually recognizable as democratic? We will see that 

while democracy today seems to be generally in retreat, social and political struggles for more of it 

remain -- new projects of democratic experimentation continue to emerge in communities around the 

world.  

 

Required Texts 
 

• Jean L. Cohen and Andrew Arato, Civil Society and Political Theory (The MIT Press, 1994). 

[Many used copies available online in hardback, paperback, and kindle from as low as $3.70 to 

$50.00 – shop wisely!] 

 

• Hans Joas and Wolgang Knöbl, Social Theory: Twenty Lectures (Cambridge University Press, 2010). 

[Paperback $13.77 (used) to $43.85; Kindle $16.35 (rent) to $31.02 (buy) – “Every sociology grad 

student should read this prior to taking the comprehensive exams.” – Prof. Dale] 

 

• Carl Schmitt, The Concept of the Political (University of Chicago Press, 2007). [Paperback from $13 

to $20] 

 

• Hanna Arendt, Crisis of the Republic: Lying in Politics; Civil Disobedience; On Violence; Thoughts on 

Power and Revolution (Mariner Books, 1972). [Paperback $10.95 to $16.93; Kindle $9.99] 
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• Michael Foucault, Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison (Vintage Books, 1995). [or any 

edition; paperback $10.94; Kindle $11.99] 

 

• W.E.B Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (Dover Publications, 1994). [or any unabridged edition; 

Paperback $4.75; Kindle $0.99] 

 

• W.E. Burghardt Du Bois, John Brown (New York: International Publishers, 1962). [or any edition; 

Paperback $7.50; Kindle $5.99] 

 

• Roger Gould, Insurgent Identities: Class, Community, and Protest in Paris from 1848 to the Commune 

(University of Chicago Press, 1995). [Paperback $16.95 (used) to $22.65 (new)] 

 

• Charles Tilly, Coercion, Capital, and European States, AD 990-1992 (Blackwell Publishers, revised 

paperback edition, 1992) [This edition has an additional chapter, “Soldiers and States in 1992,” that 

examines the implications of Tilly’s theory for Third World state formation. Paperback $29.39] 
 

• Michael Mann, Fascists (Cambridge University Press, 2004). [Paperback $7.35 (used) to $23.34 

(new); Kindle available for purchase or rent] 

 

• Kenneth H. Tucker, Jr. Workers of the World, Enjoy! Aesthetic Politics from Revolutionary Syndicalism 

to the Global Justice Movement (Temple University Press, 2010). [Kindle $22.76 or Paperback $23.96; 

Many used copies from $18.00] 
 

• Michael Loadenthal, The Politics of Attack: Communiques and Insurrectionary Violence. 

(Contemporary Anarchist Series, Manchester University Press, 2017). [Kindle $16.17 or Paperback 

$29.95; available after August 30, 2017; pre-order now!] 
  

• Inderpal Grewal, Transnational America: Feminisms, Diasporas, Neoliberalisms (Duke University 

Press, 2005). [Paperback $25.01] 

 

• Paul Amar, The Security Archipelago: Human-Security States, Sexuality, Politics, and the End of 

Neoliberalism (Duke University Press, 2013) [Paperback $19.46 (used) to $26.17 (new)] 

 

• Yann Moulier Boutang, Cognitive Capitalism (Polity Press, 2011). [Paperback $21.14] 

 

• Jens Beckert, Imagined Futures: Fictional Expectations and Capitalist Dynamics (Harvard University 

Press, 2016). [Kindle $37.93; Hardback $30.53 (used) to 39.93 (new)] 

 

 

Note: Prices listed above are based on Amazon as of August 28, 2017. Better deals may be available at 

other sites, and over time. All other readings will be made available to students in electronic format which 

can be downloaded at no cost from the course [Blackboard] website. 

 

Use of Technology in the Classroom 

 

GMU students taking this class will need to familiarize themselves with Blackboard. All announcements 

and most of the readings will be distributed on Blackboard. Unless you are registered for the course 

through GMU, you will be not be able to access Blackboard.   

 

Students are welcome to use personal laptops or iPads to take notes during class, but please do not use 

them to chat or surf during class if you cannot do so without causing distractions for your fellow 
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classmates.  The same principle applies to the use of cell phones and “smart” phones. You may keep your 

phone on for emergencies, but please them in vibrate mode – and take all calls and messages outside the 

classroom.  Please refrain from texting, or wearing headphones or earbuds, during class.  Again, if you 

must respond to an urgent matter, please attend to this outside the classroom.   

 

Do not tape or video record lectures without the prior permission of the professor. All lecture material is 

proprietary, and should be cited if used in your own scholarship. 

 

GMU students enrolled in this course who wish to contact Professor Dale should contact his office phone, 

or do so through GMU e-mail accounts only.  Non-GMU e-mail will often be filtered as junk mail and is 

more susceptible to spreading e-viruses. 

 

Course Requirements 

 

I will post a full schedule of reading assignments for the semester on the course website.  The course 

requires a healthy dose of reading, and you should keep pace with the scheduled assignments.  Class 

participation starts before you come to class, with having done the readings and thought about what seems 

useful and illuminating, what seems wrong or unclear.  A good practice would be to take brief notes on 

your week’s reading – indicating what issues you found most interesting or most problematic – and 

therefore most worth attention during class meetings.  Doing so will facilitate not only your 

comprehension of the lectures, but also regular class discussion, which is a central aspect of the course.  

 

Active, effective contribution means being attentive to the flow of the class’ discussion, and being able to 

distinguish an apt intervention in an ongoing argument from an attempt to redirect the discussion to a new 

topic.  In this graduate seminar, students are expected to actively engage with issues raised in classroom 

discussions. 

 

It is useful to remember that the diversity of our student body can be an asset to classroom conversations 

and student learning.  Students and professors are expected to interact respectfully with one another in 

class, as well as in course-related communication with each other outside of class. Please be sure to read 

the George Mason University Diversity Statement: 

http://cte.gmu.edu/Teaching_at_Mason/DiversityStatement.html 

Note: GMU students enrolled in this course who wish to contact Professor Dale should do so through 

GMU e-mail accounts only. 

Weekly Analytic Memos (50%) 

Write a typed 3-page (double‑spaced) weekly memo that shows your analytical/critical engagement with 

the assigned reading materials starting with the assignments listed in Week 2. You must write 10 memos 

in all, skipping any four of these weeks that you choose. For the week of Columbus Day and the 

following week, you can also combine two memos (worth ten points, if you chose to write a 6-page 

analytical memo. [Note that one of your ten memos will count toward the Oral Presentation assignment 

(discussed below).  Thus, each of these assignments is worth 5% of your grade. The longer memo that 

you write for the day of your oral presentation, combined with the work of preparing and giving your 

presentation, means that you will receive a grade based on 20 points (5 points for the paper; and 15 for the 

presentation).]  

 

During weeks that you choose not to write a memo, you are still responsible for reading assigned that 

week.  Come prepared to discuss.  Throughout this course, we will be attempting to connect what we are 

learning from our reading to contemporary politics unfolding around us.  In lieu of a memo, bring to class 

http://cte.gmu.edu/Teaching_at_Mason/DiversityStatement.html
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an example from (I risk being contentious) a “real” news source (e.g., The Washington Post, The New 

York Times, The Guardian, or The Financial Times -- all of which are available for free through GMU’s 

Fenwick Library) that you can draw on to speak (or speak back) to concepts or ideas in that week’s 

assigned readings. I am open to your using other sources of news. We will begin each class meeting with 

a brief 5-10 minute discussion of the news items from those who did not submit a weekly memo. Be 

prepared to keep your point succinct – the one minute pitch.  After everyone with a news article (i.e., 

everyone who did not submit a memo) has their turn, we will use the remainder of our 5-10 minutes to 

focus on one of these articles or topics.  

 

You should answer the following questions for one or more of that week’s readings: 

 

Title: The Logic of [name of the book or article] 

 

 1) The main purpose of this book or article is ________________________  

(State as accurately as possible the author's purpose for writing the article.)  

 

 2) The key question that the author is addressing is _________________________  

(Figure out the key question in the mind of the author when s/he wrote the book or article.)  

 

3a) The main conclusions in this book or article are _____________________  

(Identify the key conclusions the author comes to and presents in the book or article.)  

 

3b) The intermediate conclusions (if any) in this book or article are _______________  

(If the author is using some points to support his main conclusions, but those points in turn are supported 

by additional premises stated in the book or article, then they are not basic premises but intermediate 

conclusions as well as premises in relation to the final conclusion.)  

 

4) The most important (basic) premises in this book or article is _________________________  

(Figure out the facts, experiences, data the author is using to support her/his conclusion. [This would be 

the place to list the most important premises stated by the author, especially if s/he supplies no further 

evidence for them, taking them to be obvious facts not needing support. If s/he did give reasons for them, 

they would be intermediate conclusions.--JD])  

 

5) The key concept(s) we need to understand in this book or article is (are) ______.  

     By "[term for concept]" the author means ___________. (One such sentence for each key concept.)  

(Figure out the most important general ideas you would have to understand in order to understand the 

author's line of reasoning. ) 

 

6) The main unstated assumption(s) underlying the author's thinking is (are) ___________.  

(Figure out what the author is taking for granted and not openly stating. If the author openly states a 

reason for his or her conclusion but does not further back it up, that should go under premises--see 

question #4--not here.)  

 

7a) If we take this line of reasoning seriously, the implications are ______________________.  

(What consequences are likely to follow if people take the author's line of reasoning seriously?)  

 

7b) If we fail to take this line of reasoning seriously, the implications are ______________.  

(What consequences are likely to follow if people ignore the author's reasoning?)  

 

8) The main point(s) of view present in this book or article is (are) _______________________. 
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[This questions were adapted from “Template for Analyzing the Logic of an Article,” in The Miniature 

Guide to Critical Thinking: Concepts and Tools, by Dr. Richard Paul and Dr. Linda Elder, The 

Foundation for Critical Thinking, http://www.criticalthinking.org.] 

 

Additionally, you might try to identify a central issue that cuts across different readings, discuss and 

evaluate alternative ways in which different authors approach these issues, relate your discussion to 

previous readings or in-class discussions, or specify questions or issues that remain unaddressed. I also 

may sometimes give you a couple of questions that you need to address in your memo. Avoid using 

outside sources or secondary sources that review the author(s) or their work. Graduate school is a critical 

time for finding your own voice and learning how to best articulate it. Consider this weekly assignment a 

valuable learning opportunity and take advantage of it. Apart from improving your general analytic skills, 

these memos will help you identify your own areas of interest, potentially develop your final research 

paper, and prepare for the comprehensive exam, and possibly your field statement. 

 

You must upload your memo on Blackboard by 8 p.m. Monday. This will allow me some time for 

reading your memo, incorporating it into the class discussion, and giving you feedback. You are welcome 

to add your own brief comments or questions about other students’ memos on Blackboard, which would 

expand our discussion beyond the classroom.  

 

I will grade and return your memo by the following week, using the following scale: 

5.0 = A; 4.5 = A-; 4.25 = B+; 4.0 = B. Grades below a B indicate that I do not think you are putting 

sufficient thought, care, time or otherwise into your reading and preparation of these memos. These 

memos are meant not only to prepare you for a productive class discussion, but also to give me a sense of 

how well you are understanding the readings. 

 

Oral Class Presentation (15%) 

Choose a required reading from any of the weeks listed in the course schedule of assignments. In the first 

class meeting, I will circulate a sign-up sheet and you will select your week and reading at that time. For 

the week of your oral presentation, you will write a 5-page (double-spaced) paper based on the week’s 

assigned readings and present it in class (15 to 20 minutes). Think of this as a well-written expansion of 

the usual weekly analytic memo, except that this short essay should have one clear thesis that you want to 

assert and support, grounded in a close reading of material from the week’s assignment. The presentation 

should be a brief lecture to orient and facilitate class discussion. (See the “Guidelines for Written Work” 

below.) 

 

Final Paper (35%) 

Each student will write a minimum 20 page (double-spaced) final paper. This can 

discuss any aspect on which the course touches, but I recommend that you discuss your paper topic with 

me early in the semester. Your paper can focus on conceptual and theoretical aspects, or it can be a 

focused empirical study. Ideally, your paper should advance your own intellectual project (your MA 

thesis or dissertation). Please feel free to contact me and arrange individual meetings as you make 

progress on your final project. You must submit your paper by Tuesday, December 5th, in class.  

Graded final papers will be available for you to pick up in my office at the start of the Spring semester, 

although I will obviously submit your course grade on Patriotweb by December 15
th
. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR WRITTEN WORK (AND THE “THREE ERROR” RULE) 

 

Always put your name on your paper.  Give your paper a title and page numbers. 

Do not insert double-returns between paragraphs.  Unless I request it, do not turn assignments in with 

report covers.  Use 1 inch margins, a normal font size, 11 to 12 point type, and double-spacing on each 

page. Please do not use small fonts or single spacing, as this makes it hard to insert comments.  

http://www.criticalthinking.org/
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I will turn a blind eye to three basic grammatical or formatting errors. However, I will lower your 5-page 

critical essay or final paper grade if I find numerous (starting with more than three) basic errors of 

grammar or formatting. Basic grammatical errors include: incorrect spelling; incorrect punctuation; 

incorrect verb agreement; sloppy paragraph construction; run-on sentences; and other basic errors. If you 

are concerned about your ability to write error-free papers, you can do one or more of the following: 1) 

turn in an initial draft to me, and I can give it back with suggestions for revision, 2) work with a friend or 

someone at the writing center on an initial draft, or 3) read Strunk and White’s Elements of Style -- an 

invaluable resource for improving your writing, and which is now online at 

http://www.bartleby.com/141/. 

 

TEN POINTS TO KEEP IN MIND WHEN WRITING FINAL PAPERS 

 

1) Begin your paper with an engaging introductory paragraph. Make the reader really wants to read your 

paper. 

2) In the first or second paragraph of your paper, insert one sentence that clearly states what your paper is 

about. (Your thesis, if this is an expository paper, would go here.) 

3) In general, use normal terminology in your papers. Avoid the use of overly-complicated phrases or 

jargon. 

4) Avoid relying on over-generalizations. Refer to specific cases and evidence to build your arguments. 

5) In general, do not begin or end paragraphs with quotations from sources. 

6) Do not turn in papers that are mostly quotations. Make sure most of the words in your paper are yours. 

7) Make sure that every sentence in your paper is very straight-forward and clear. 

8) Make sure that every sentence in your paper builds on the last. Organize your ideas carefully. 

9) Carefully construct your paragraphs. Make certain all sentences in a paragraph are connected with one 

another. 

10) End your paper with a strong conclusion. Leave the reader with something intriguing to think about. 

 

GRADING CRITERIA FOR WRITTEN WORK  

 

Note: Below and general guidelines, but also see the “Scoring Rubric Individual Written Essays,” on our 

course’s Blackboard site. 

 

1) Logical coherence (33%) 

-Organize your thoughts and information in a clear order. 

-State your observations and conclusions clearly. 

-Use evidence to support your conclusions. 

2) Engagement with course issues and concepts (33%) 

-In every paper, make use of concepts/methods of analysis discussed in class. 

-Unless I give you specific permission, you should be sure to incorporate course readings/lectures 

into any research paper you write. Shorter critical essays must incorporate the key concepts from 

at least one course reading/lecture. 

3) Quality of your particular analysis (33%) 

-Try to make your paper interesting and unique. 

-Try to go beyond simply re-stating someone else's argument. 

-Always make sure that your paper ends with a clear and interesting conclusion. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR CITING YOUR SOURCES 

 

In your papers, you must cite all sources of information used in the body of your paper and then include a 

complete list of references (“Works Cited”) at the end of your paper. For a list of citation examples, see 

http://www.bartleby.com/141/
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http://library.gmu.edu/resources/sources/citation.htm. I prefer to use the Chicago Manual of Style 

(documentation style 2), but you can use whichever style you prefer. The only requirement is that you 

select one style and use it consistently. Remember, you must cite not only direct quotations (which should 

be identified with quotation marks and page numbers), but also summarized information you got from a 

text. 

 

You must bring a hard copy of your paper to class and submit it to me at the beginning of the class. I will 

return the paper with my comments the following week. I will circulate a sheet in our first class so that we 

can decide on the order of presentation. 

 

KEEP MULTIPLE COPIES OF ALL YOUR WORK 

 

Always keep a duplicate copy of your paper or any other course work in a safe place, in case the original 

gets lost or you run into computer problems. Save a copy of your paper on a separate computer diskette, 

and update frequently as you are writing. Keep extra copies of all your assignments until after the 

semester ends and you have received your official grades from the Registrar’s Office. This is a crucial 

point: No credit can be given for papers that are lost (by you or me) or rendered un-retrievable because 

of computer problems. There are no exceptions to this rule, so be extremely careful to keep a backup copy 

of all your work 

 

 

HONOR CODE POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

 

I expect you to understand and abide by the University’s policy regarding the Honor Code, which may be 

found at http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/#Anchor12 .  In short, the University’s policy regarding 

the Honor Code prohibits any form of cheating on exams or written assignments. It also prohibits 

plagiarism, so be certain to properly cite all information that you use in your papers. Also, make 

extensive, very specific references to our course materials in your papers.  Cheating and plagiarism are 

very serious infractions, and I deal with them severely in this course. If I receive a paper that has few 

specific references to our course materials, I will be inclined to assume that you have downloaded it off 

the Internet.  If I determine that the paper has been plagiarized, then I will give you a failing grade. I will 

also likely report this alleged violation to the Honor Committee, who will consider further sanctions. If 

you have any questions about this policy I encourage you to come and talk with me about it.  For more 

information or assistance, visit http://academicintegrity.gmu.edu/. You can find information and forms 

pertaining to the Honor Code and Committee at http://honorcode.gmu.edu.  Also, you can always consult 

the Student Academic Affairs Ombudsman Dolores Gomez-Moran, who provides students with a neutral, 

independent, informal, and confidential resource for resolving academic concerns fairly.  Her office is 

located at the Johnson Center, Room 245.  Phone: 703-993-3306; E-mail: ombuds@gmu.edu; Web: 

www.gmu.edu/departments/ombudsman . 

 

GRADING 

 

Letter Grade        Range of Number Grades 

A    100-94 

A-     93-90 

B+     89-87 

B     86-84 

B-     83-80 

C+     79-77 

C     76-74 

C-      73-70 

http://library.gmu.edu/resources/sources/citation.htm
http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/#Anchor12
http://academicintegrity.gmu.edu/
http://honorcode.gmu.edu/
mailto:ombuds@gmu.edu
http://www.gmu.edu/departments/ombudsman
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D     69-60 

F    Below 60 

 

Late Assignments 

Late assignments will not be accepted for a grade unless authorized by the instructor prior to the due date.   

 

Incomplete Grades 

The instructor discourages incomplete grades and will give them only in unusual circumstances and, even 

then, only when formally arranged in advance between the student and the instructor. 

 

CONTESTING GRADES 

 

I strongly encourage you to talk to me about any grade I give you in this course. The best time for this is 

during my office hours or by appointment.  While there is no guarantee that I will change your grade, at 

the very least you will get a better sense of what my expectations are - and this may help you on future 

assignments. 

 

GETTING ASSISTANCE DURING THE COURSE 

 

I strongly encourage you to contact me if you want to discuss or clarify any course material.  I check my 

email regularly, and am also willing to chat any time I am in my campus office. Please do not hesitate to 

let me know if there is anything I can do to make your experience in this course more positive for you. 

 

ENROLLMENT STATEMENT   
 

Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in this class. Schedule adjustments should be made 

by the deadlines published in the Schedule of Classes. 

Last Day to Add/Drop (without tuition penalty): September 5, 2017 

Last day to Drop (with 33% payment penalty): September 19, 2013 

Last Day to Drop (with 67% payment penalty): September 29, 2013 

After the last day to drop a class, withdrawing from this class requires the approval of the dean and is 

only allowed for nonacademic reasons. 

 

MASON EMERGENCY INFORMATION!!! 
 

To provide by e-mail and/or text message all members of the University community with emergency 

information relating to our safety and security, you are encouraged to sign up for the Mason Alert System, 

available at https://alert.gmu.edu. 

 

Also, every classroom on campus has an emergency poster explaining what to do in the event of crises, 

and further information exists about emergency procedures at http://www.gmu.edu/service/cert. 

 

The Mason Safety Bulletins page at http://respond.gmu.edu/ provides  

ongoing information for students, faculty, and staff concerning the  

H1N1virus and provides links to other health related resources. We will  

continue to monitor any new developments and keep you informed. 

  

 

 

 

 

https://alert.gmu.edu/
http://www.gmu.edu/service/cert
http://respond.gmu.edu/
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ARRANGING SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS 

 

I am very happy to work with students in need of special accommodations in order to ensure that 

everyone is able to learn and participate fully in the course. If you need disability-related accommodations 

in this class, or if you have emergency medical information, or if you need special arrangements in case 

the building must be evacuated, please see me privately after class or at my office.  The Disability 

Resource Center is the campus office responsible for verifying that students have disability-related needs 

for academic accommodations, and for planning appropriate accommodations in cooperation with the 

students themselves and their instructors. The Disability Resource Center is located in SUB I, Room 222, 

where you can make an appointment, or call 703-993-2474 or 703-993-2476 (TDD/TTY).  

A web page describing the Center’s resources and policies regarding accommodations is available at 

http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/. 

 

ADDITIONAL UNIVERSITY RESOURCES 

 

Student Services:  The University provides  range of services to help you succeed academically and you 

should make use of these if you think they could benefit you. I also invite you to speak to me (the earlier 

the better). 

 

Counseling Center: Student Union I, Room 364, 703-993-2380.  Web-site 

http://www.gmu.edu/departments/csdc/ 

   

University Writing Center:  Robinson Hall Room A114, 703-993-1200. Web-site:      

http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/   The writing center includes assistance for students for whom English is a 

second language. 

 

University Catalog: http://catalog.gmu.edu  

 

University Policies: http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu  

 

http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/
http://www.gmu.edu/departments/csdc/
http://catalog.gmu.edu/
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/
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SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS FOR POLITICS, POWER & SOCIETY 

PROFESSOR DALE, FALL 2017 

 

 

Tuesday, August 29 

 

Introduction to the Course 
Introduce each other. Review the syllabus, and clarify the requirements and assignments of the course. 

Sign up for oral presentations that will take place in the subsequent weeks.  Professor Dale will also 

provide a brief overview of the course and its key themes. 

 

Part I: W(h)ither Civil Society? 

 
Tuesday, September 05 

 

The Normative Critique: Hannah Arendt 

 

Reading: 

 

• Jean L. Cohen and Andrew Arato, Civil Society and Political Theory (The MIT Press, 1994), Chs. 1-4. 

[Note: If you do not want to but the kindle edition, I will make chapters available on Blackboard for the 

first week as you are awaiting your book orders.] 

 

• Hanna Arendt, Crisis of the Republic: Lying in Politics; Civil Disobedience; On Violence; Thoughts on 

Power and Revolution (Mariner Books, 1972).  

 

Tuesday, September 12 

 

The Historicist Critique: Carl Schmitt and Jürgen Habermas 

 

• Jean L. Cohen and Andrew Arato, Civil Society and Political Theory (The MIT Press, 1994), Ch. 5. 

 

• Carl Schmitt, The Concept of the Political (University of Chicago Press, 2007).  

 

•  Hans Joas and Wolgang Knöbl, Social Theory: Twenty Lectures (Cambridge University Press, 2010), 

Ch. IX: “Habermas and Critical Theory,” and Ch. X: “Habermas’ Theory of Communicative Action.” 

 

• Benno Teschke, “On Carl Schmitt,” New Left Review 67 (Jan/Feb, 2011), pp. 61-96. 

 

• Gopal Balakrishnan, “Marx and Schmitt,” New Left Review 68 (Mar/Apr, 2011), pp. 57-74. 

 

• Benno Teschke, “Reply to Balakrishnan,” New Left Review 69 (May/Jun, 2011), pp. 81-100. 

 

Recommended further reading:  

 

• Giorgio Agamben, State of Exception, (University of Chicago Press, 2005). 

 

• Stephen Humphreys, “Legalizing Lawlessness: On Giorgi Agamben’s State of Exception,” The 

European Journal of International Law, Vol. 17 (2006), No. 3: 677-687. 
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Tuesday, September 19 

 

The Genealogical Critique: Michel Foucault 

 

• Jean L. Cohen and Andrew Arato, Civil Society and Political Theory (The MIT Press, 1994), Ch. 6. 

 

• Michael Foucault, Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison (Vintage Books, 1995).  

 

•  Hans Joas and Wolgang Knöbl, Social Theory: Twenty Lectures (Cambridge University Press, 2010), 

Ch. XIV: “Structuralism and Poststructuralism.” 

 

• Michael Hardt, “The Withering of Civil Society,” in Eleanor Kaufman and Kevin Jon Heller, eds. 

Deleuze and Guattari: New Mappings in Politics, Philosophy, and Culture (University of Minnesota 

Press, 1998), pp. 23-39. 

 

Tuesday, September 26 

 

The Systems-Theoretic Critique: Niklas Luhmann 

 

• Jean L. Cohen and Andrew Arato, Civil Society and Political Theory (The MIT Press, 1994), Ch. 7. 

 

• Niklas Luhmann, “Differentiation of Society,” The Canadian Journal of Sociology, Vol. 2, No. 1, 

(Winter, 1977), pp. 29-53. 

 

•  Hans Joas and Wolgang Knöbl, Social Theory: Twenty Lectures (Cambridge University Press, 2010), 

Ch. XI: “Niklas Luhmann’s Radicalization of Functionalism.” 

 

Tuesday, October 03 

 

The Reconstruction of Civil Society for Contemporary Democracy 

 

• Jean L. Cohen and Andrew Arato, Civil Society and Political Theory (The MIT Press, 1994), Ch. 8-11. 

 

Recommended (post-course) further reading (if you haven’t already): - Karl Polanyi. The Great 

Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our Time (Beacon Press, 2001[1944]), 

including pp. xxii-xxxviii from introduction by Fred Block; and Alex De Tocqueville’s 

Democracy in America (Bantam Classics, 2004). For short chapters on each of these authors, see 

also Anthony M. Orum and John G. Dale, “Chapter 4: Civil Society and Politics: Emile Durkheim and 

Alexis de Tocqueville,” and “Chapter 5: On the Politics, Law, and Morality of Markets: Karl Polanyi,” in 

Political Sociology: Power and Participation in the Modern World, Fifth Edition (New York and Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2009), pp. 63-98. 
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Part II: Violent Conflict and Social Justice 
 

Tuesday, October 10   

 

[Columbus Day Observed – No Class, but keep reading and writing – we will discuss Du Bois and 

Gould and the theme of Insurgency on October 17
th

.] 

 

• W.E.B Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (Dover Publications, 1994). 

 

• W.E. Burghardt Du Bois, John Brown (New York: International Publishers, 1962).  

 

Tuesday, October 17 

 

• Roger Gould, Insurgent Identities: Class, Community, and Protest in Paris from 1848 to the Commune 

(University of Chicago Press, 1995).  

 

Tuesday, October 24 

 

• Michael Loadenthal, The Politics of Attack: Communiques and Insurrectionary Violence. 

(Contemporary Anarchist Series, Manchester University Press, 2017). 

 

 

Part III: Nation State Formation and Nationalist Movements  

in Comparative Historical Perspective 
 

Tuesday, October 31 

 

• Charles Tilly, Coercion, Capital, and European States, AD 990-1992 (Blackwell Publishers, revised 

paperback edition, 1992)  

 

•  Hans Joas and Wolgang Knöbl, Social Theory: Twenty Lectures (Cambridge University Press, 2010), 

Ch.VIII: “Conflict Sociology and Conflict Theory.” 

Recommended (post-course) further reading: Hans Joas and Wolgang Knöbl, War in Social Thought: 

Hobbes to the Present (Princeton University Press, 2012). 

 

Tuesday, November 02 

 

• Michael Mann, Fascists (Cambridge University Press, 2004).  

 

•  Hans Joas and Wolgang Knöbl, Social Theory: Twenty Lectures (Cambridge University Press, 2010), 

Ch.XII: “Anthony Giddens’ Theory of Structuration and the New British Sociology of Power.” 
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Part IV: Transnational Social Movements: Culture, Emotions, and Aesthetic Politics 
 

Tuesday, November 09 

 

• Kenneth H. Tucker, Jr. Workers of the World, Enjoy! Aesthetic Politics from Revolutionary Syndicalism 

to the Global Justice Movement (Temple University Press, 2010).  

 

•  Hans Joas and Wolgang Knöbl, Social Theory: Twenty Lectures (Cambridge University Press, 2010), 

Ch.XVI: “French Anti-Structuralists (Cornelius Castoriadis, Alain Touraine, and Paul Ricouer).” 

 

Recommended further reading: 

• Mikhail Bakhtin, Rabelais and His World (Indiana University Press, 2009). [Preface and Chapter 1, 

available on Blackboard] 

 

• Alfredo M. Bonanno, “Armed Joy,” (1977, in Italian; translated into English in 2006), available at 

https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/alfredo-m-bonanno-armed-joy . 

 

Tuesday, November 16 

 

• Inderpal Grewal, Transnational America: Feminisms, Diasporas, Neoliberalisms (Duke University 

Press, 2005).  

 

•  Hans Joas and Wolgang Knöbl, Social Theory: Twenty Lectures (Cambridge University Press, 2010), 

Ch.XVII: “Feminist Social Theories.” 

 

Recommended further reading (available on Blackboard): Anne-Marie Slaughter, “The Real New World 

Order,” in Khagram and Leavitt, The Transnational Studies Reader: Intersections and Innovations 

(Routledge, 2008), pp. 64-71; Jean L. Cohen, “Sovereign Equality vs. Imperial Right: 

The Battle over the ‘New World Order’,” Constellations Volume 13, No 4 (2006): 485-505; 

Nancy Fraser, Scales of Justice: Reimagining Political Space in a Globalizing World (Columbia 

University Press, 2009), [Selections, “Transnationalizing the Public Sphere,” (pp. 77-99); also available at 

http://eipcp.net/transversal/0605/fraser/en ]; John G. Dale and Tony Roshan Samara, “Legal Pluralism 

within a Transnational Network of Governance: The Extraordinary Case of Rendition.” Law, Social 

Justice, and Global Development, Vol. 12 (2008), No.2 (Special Issue on “Legal Pluralism”). Available at 

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/elj/lgd/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/alfredo-m-bonanno-armed-joy
http://eipcp.net/transversal/0605/fraser/en
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/elj/lgd/
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Part V: Changing Politics under Global Capitalism 
 

Tuesday, November 23 

 

• Paul Amar, The Security Archipelago: Human-Security States, Sexuality, Politics, and the End of 

Neoliberalism (Duke University Press, 2013)  

 

Tuesday, November 30 

 

• Yann Moulier Boutang, Cognitive Capitalism (Polity Press, 2011).  

 

Tuesday, December 05 

 
• Jens Beckert, Imagined Futures: Fictional Expectations and Capitalist Dynamics (Harvard University 

Press, 2016).  

 

•  Hans Joas and Wolgang Knöbl, Social Theory: Twenty Lectures (Cambridge University Press, 2010), 

Ch.XIX: “Neo-Pragmatism.” 

 
Copyright © John G. Dale, 2017.  All federal and state copyrights reserved for all original material 

presented in this course through any medium, including lecture or print.  

 


