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DISSERTATION COMMITTEE COMPOSITION REQUIREMENTS 
 
The doctoral dissertation committee is composed of at least four faculty members. Three of the 
four must be members of the graduate faculty in criminology, law and society. The fourth must 
be from another program at Mason or from outside the university. The faculty member serving as 
the chair of the committee must be a member of the graduate faculty in criminology, law and 
society. Committee members are appointed by the chair or director of the academic unit or 
program, or designee, after consultation with the student's adviser and the student. 
 
All members of a dissertation committee must have a PhD degree. Students who wish to appoint 
someone without a current faculty appointment as their fourth committee member must request 
prior approval from the Director of Graduate Programs and provide documentation of the 
person’s academic experience (e.g., research background, publishing, etc.). 
 
Students may have more than four members on their dissertation committee, though this is not 
recommended. If more than four members are desired, you should communicate with the 
Director of Graduate Programs and Dissertation Chair before inviting additional members to be 
on the committee. 
 
Student-initiated changes in the composition of the dissertation committee may occur only with 
the approval of the Director of Graduate Programs and the dean in consultation with the 
committee. Faculty may resign from a dissertation committee with appropriate notice by 
submitting a written resignation. 
 
The dissertation committee chair is primarily responsible for directing the candidate's research 
and writing activities. The student is responsible for keeping all committee members informed of 
the scope, plan, and progress of the research as well as the writing of the dissertation. 
 
Students are required to defend both their dissertation proposal and final dissertation at an oral 
defense. Whether the student passes or fails each is agreed upon by the dissertation committee 
before the oral defense. 
 
The dissertation is a professional product that not only represents the student’s level of 
achievement, but also the scholarship generated by the program, department, college, and George 
Mason University. The committee works to ensure the product demonstrates original research 
that contributes new knowledge and/or a reinterpretation of existing knowledge to the area of 
investigation. Students are to work closely with their committees throughout the proposal, 
research, and writing process. The student is responsible for scheduling meetings with committee 
members, and staying in close contact with the dissertation committee. 


