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Parentheses at the end of the course title indicate if the course can be applied towards the Criminal Justice (CJ), Law 
and Society (LAWS), or Homeland Security and Justice (HSJ) concentration for the Criminology, Law & Society 
major, or the Intelligence Studies minor (IS). 
 
Bioterrorism Law and Policy (LAWS, HSJ, IS Minor) 
“A bioterrorism attack is the deliberate release of viruses, bacteria, or other germs (agents) used 
to cause illness or death in people, animals, or plants. These agents are typically found in nature, 
but it is possible that they could be changed to increase their ability to cause disease, make them 
resistant to current medicines, or to increase their ability to be spread into the environment.”  
(CDC)  In this class, students will learn about the potential dangers of a biological attack and 
understand what steps the U.S. government is taking to reduce the threat.  The class will include 
the following:  what is a biological agent; history of biological weapons; why biological weapons 
are so dangerous and attractive to terrorists; homeland security presidential directives related to 
biological weapons of mass destruction; and criminal and international laws related to biological 
weapons. 
 
Bridging Perspectives (CJ) 
The course is designed to bring a small group of students together with a small group of law enforcement 
officers in the same space to engage in facilitated dialogue to learn from one another in an effort to 
improve trust, transparency and communication. Through this transformative educational environment, 
both groups will enhance their knowledge of the cultural frameworks which have influenced historical 
and current relationships between communities and law enforcement. 
 
Counterintelligence Concepts in a Democracy (HSJ, IS Minor) 
This course is an overview the 5 W’s of the Intelligence Community’s as well as law 
enforcement’s role in counterintelligence (CI). The student will be exposed to historical, open-
source investigations and concepts that illustrate the defensive, offensive, investigative, and 
collection efforts of CI activities and their integration with intelligence analysis. This course will 
also explore the ethical, moral, and legal foundations of open source methodologies, techniques, 
and sources used in the CI function. 
 
Counterterrorism (HSJ, IS Minor) 
The objective of this course is to provide the student with a coherent analytical framework by 
which he/she can better understand counterterrorism strategies, policies, and programs.  This 
course will provide a current terrorist threat assessment to U.S. interests at home and abroad and 
examine how the U.S (federal, state, and local components) and the international community are 
trying to mitigate this threat.  A brief history of the evolution of U.S. counterterrorism policy will 
also be provided.  How terrorists market their cause and entice recruits will also be explored, as  
will potential counter-marketing strategies. 
 
Crime and Justice in Popular Culture (CJ) 
This course analyzes attitudes, images, and narratives of crime and the criminal justice system in 
the United States through an examination of film, television, and literature. Students will explore 
mainstream and critical perspectives on the nature and causes of crime, as well as on how and 
why law enforcement, courts, and corrections agencies administer justice in the United States 
and abroad. The role of film, television, and literature in constructing society's perceptions of 
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crime, deviance, law, and justice will be a focus of this course. The authenticity of fictional 
portrayals of crime and justice, in comparison to actual statistics and empirical research, also will 
be assessed. 
 
Crime Predicting and Forecasting (CJ) 
Theory, methods, and techniques for developing crime predictions and forecasts. Review 
historical and contemporary research from criminology and related fields. Learn data discovery, 
pattern analysis, statistical modeling, and qualitative and quantitative research in support of 
creating tactical next event serial predator predictions and strategic aggregate activity forecasts. 
Create analytic reports to present findings and apply criminological theories to actionable 
insights. 
 
Criminal Investigations (CJ) 
The principal objectives of this course will focus on creating fundamental awareness of criminal 
investigations and the role of a criminal investigator in the criminal justice system. It is essential 
that criminal justice professionals have a thorough understanding of investigative techniques and 
the application of scientific principles in the investigation, detection and apprehension of 
criminals. Although there is no substitute for experience with regard to criminal investigations, 
there is however, a direct correlation between understanding the fundamental principles, 
developing a passion for what we “don’t know” and building the skills and confidence to take on 
the challenges and be a successful criminal investigator. This process for some will be a 
paradigm shift in the way many will view their fellow man. The extent to which you embrace the 
process of “wanting to know who, what, when, where, why and how” will determine your 
success.  In a larger sense we will also address some of the broader policy and legal issues 
confronting the American criminal justice system, to include such areas as the role of the 
investigator in national security issues, public policy decisions, and the perceived fear of crime 
by the public. To some extent we will also cover some of the more contemporary techniques of 
law enforcement to include undercover operations, the use of informants, deceptive interrogation 
methodologies, and various “privacy” and due process issues that have taken on additional 
significance since the World Trade Center and Pentagon attacks of 9/11. 
 
Criminal Justice Reform (CJ, LAWS) 
Federal, State and Non-Governmental Approaches. Explores various proposals for criminal 
justice reform, including their basis, rationale, and supporting evidence. This course will explore 
federal reform initiatives and programs, selected state approaches and will explore the role of 
non-governmental organizations (nonprofits, etc.) in reform proposals and implementation. 
Students will learn about the variety of approaches, how to assess or evaluate their capacity for 
change, the genesis of innovation in reform, the role of government and community 
organizations and the mechanisms for creating change. A review of prior reform proposals and 
processes, including the President's Task Force on 21st Century Policing will form the basis for 
new policy proposals. MS students will be required to conduct assessments (evaluations) of 
reform proposals and to propose alternative reform plans. 
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Criminal Network Analysis (CJ, IS Minor) 
Criminal Network Analysis exposes students to the data, methods, and applications leveraged in 
Law Enforcement and the Intelligence Community, with the intent of identifying, analyzing, and 
disrupting criminal networks and their members. This includes developing intermediate and 
advanced skills in writing, research, and presentation. This course will advance students' 
knowledge of data collection and manipulation, social network statistics and analysis, and 
targeting options and opportunities. 
 
Crowds, Mobs and Riots: The Right of The People to Peaceably Assemble v. Criminal Acts 
(LAWS) 
Considering the recent national incidents of violence sparked by political strife, this course will 
examine the divide between the right to peaceably assemble, as set forth in the Constitution of 
the United States, and lawless actions. 
 
Students will learn the concepts that separate a crowd that forms a mob, and the definition of a 
riot.  They will look into the dynamics that can turn a gathering into a riot. 
 
A historical look at vigilantism will be conducted by exploring how social and political change 
was accomplished by the abolitionist movement, the formation of labor unions, anti-war protests, 
and the defund the police demonstrations. 
 
Finally, police techniques on crowd control will be discussed as it relates to methods dealing 
with violent, criminal behavior. 
 
Cybercrime and Online Deviance (HSJ, IS Minor) 
The objectives of this course are to critically examine the ways that technology has shaped 
human behavior and enabled new patterns of offending and victimization over the last three 
decades. This course will help students understand the complex nature of cybercrime, as well as 
its significance across a variety of disciplines including the social and information sciences. 
Discussions will center on the rise of computers, digital technology, and cybercrime, as well as 
the difficulties in measuring and combating these emerging offenses. A considerable amount of 
time will also be spent examining different types of cybercrime and online deviance, such as 
computer hacking, fraud, illicit online markets, and various forms of online interpersonal 
violence offending and victimization (e.g., cyberbullying, online harassment, revenge 
porn/nonconsensual pornography). The development of security technologies used to defend 
against these attacks, as well as the laws and policies used to investigate, prosecute, and deter 
these behaviors will also be discussed.  
 
Death Penalty (CJ, LAWS) 
Capital punishment (or, the death penalty) is a long-standing and controversial issue in the 
United States’ legal system. This course will provide an in-depth examination of the practice, 
both historically and in contemporary society. We will discuss the history and evolution of the 
death penalty, including the laws governing it (especially Supreme Court cases), how coverage 
of it has changed, and how the anti-death penalty movement has developed. We also will cover 
the contemporary death penalty including current state policies and current controversial issues 
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(e.g., the use of lethal injection, wrongful convictions, etc.). While the course will cover some of 
the moral and ethical issues surrounding capital punishment, most of our focus will be on legal 
and empirical matters. Through this course, students will develop a broad, multi-disciplinary 
understanding of the death penalty and its effects.    
 
Disorder and Crime in Urban Areas (CJ) 
In 1982 Wilson and Kelling published their seminal piece “Broken Windows” in the Atlantic 
Monthly in which they suggest that disorder has criminogenic effects with untended disorder 
eventually leading to crime problems. Since then, urban disorder has become a center of public 
policy. Disorder has been viewed by urban sociologists as a manifestation of the social diversity 
of a place where people come from different racial, ethnic, social, and economic backgrounds.  
Thus, disorder is considered a byproduct that comes with the modernization of urban cities. On 
the contrary, criminologists often classify disorder as a social negativity. In our fast-changing 
society, these contrasting viewpoints illustrate the subjective nature of what disorder is and its 
corresponding social meanings. In this course we will go over literature that discuss the 
association between crime and disorder and identify “factors” that affect individual perception of 
urban disorder. We will also engage in in-depth discussion on how our personal preferences 
affect the way we perceive and evaluate urban disorder.   
 
Drug Trafficking (CJ) 
The drug trafficking course will cover the history of drug trafficking from ancient times to today.  
The course will focus on the trafficking of heroin, cocaine, and amphetamine type stimulants 
(ATS).  The class will begin by looking at heroin, its development as a trafficked commodity 
around the globe, the organizations and groups that engaged in the trafficking of heroin, and the 
social and political pressures that changed and in some cases guided the heroin trafficking 
patterns.  The class will next tackle the history and trafficking of cocaine as it moved from a 
legal commodity to an illicit substance, the groups that made history and in some cases fame 
trafficking cocaine, and the social and political decisions that made cocaine trafficking what it is 
today.  Following cocaine, the class will study the trajectory of methamphetamine and other ATS 
drugs and the unique groups and individuals that made methamphetamine trafficking what it is 
today.   
 
Emerging Threats and Technology Solutions (HSJ, IS Minor) 
This course looks at the origins of terrorism and how it has evolved over time. Students will 
critically examine historical regional relationships and the types of conflicts that have lead to the 
emergence of today's terrorist threats. Students will examine intelligence reports and generate 
their own based on open source materials. In addition, students will look at both technologies 
and policies that are used to combat terrorism and weapons of mass destruction. 
 
Evidence-Based Policing (CJ)  
This course explores the foundation of evidence-based policymaking and examines its 
application in policing. We will explore types and quality of research, what it means to use 
evidence, and translation mechanisms that may increase policymakers’ and practitioners’ use of 
research evidence. We will also review the evidence base specific to law enforcement strategies, 
including zero-tolerance policing, hot spots policing, community-oriented policing, and 
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legitimacy-enhancing interventions. At the end of this course, students will understand core 
research on existing police strategies as well as key evidence-based decision-making principles 
that will prepare them to keep pace with the research as it continues to evolve.  
 
Firearms Law, Policy, and Politics (CJ, LAWS) 
The goal of the course is to educate students about the issues surrounding gun ownership, gun 
crime, gun control and other efforts to reduce gun violence in American society. The course will 
explore the social consequences of gun ownership and examine the extent and effectiveness of 
society’s efforts to control gun violence. The course will highlight research on these issues and 
the implications of this research for public policy. In the process, the course will seek to give 
students more perspective in assessing policy positions in debates related to firearms and to make 
them better informed as voters and citizens. Key topics to be discussed will include: the 2nd 
amendment and its interpretation; patterns and trends in gun ownership and gun violence; the 
social costs and benefits of gun availability; federal and state gun regulations; the operations of 
illegal gun markets and efforts to disrupt them; efforts to suppress illegal gun use; the 
effectiveness of gun control and other efforts to prevent gun violence; public opinion of gun 
control; and political aspects of the policymaking process. 
 
Foreign Nationals and Crime (CJ, HSJ) 
This course is designed to provide students with a general understanding of the foreign national-
crime nexus in the United States. This class will survey major theoretical perspectives within the 
contemporary criminology field to provide a framework for understanding the relationship 
between foreign nationals and crime. In addition, this class will examine the available research 
and statistics on foreign nationals and crime, and the policy implications of this research. At the 
conclusion of this course, students will possess a working knowledge of; 1) types of foreign 
nationals, and the criminality of these foreign nationals in America, 2) the theories used to 
explain the criminality of foreign nationals, 3) the limitations of the available research on foreign 
nationals and crime, and 4) the policies that have been implemented in attempt to address the 
foreign national-crime nexus. 
 
Forensic Evidence and Analysis (CJ) 
This course is designed to provide an introduction to the recognition and forensic examination of  
physical evidence in criminal investigations to those with a non-science background. The 
material covered will focus on the various disciplines within the forensic science laboratory, the  
examinations and capabilities of these disciplines, and their role in criminal investigations. A 
practical presentation of the basic science behind forensic examinations as well as legal and 
ethical issues concerning forensic science will be discussed.   
 
Gang Crime and its Effects on the Local Community (CJ) 
This course is designed to provide the student with effective methods and tools for confronting 
and thwarting gang violence in our communities. We will study prioritizing criminal 
investigations of gang crime focused on disruption, and dismantlement through effective 
prosecution in court. 
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The course will include understanding the sociological phenomenon which leads to gang 
membership. The mores or rules gangs rely on to maintain their existence and their hold on a 
community.  The goals of criminal investigative responses that are most effective in reducing 
violence, and disrupting the illegal business enterprises used by gangs to fund and continue their 
illegal activities. Students will be introduced to some of most important research studies on the 
Sociology and Psychology of Urban Gangs in this country. Students will learn how to coordinate 
the use of crime scene examinations to provide the kind of forensic science connectivity needed 
to successfully prosecute a Gang.  Finally, Students will be introduced to State and Federal 
statutes that have proven most effective when prosecuting individual gang members and gang 
conspiracies. 
 
Gender and Crime (CJ, LAWS) 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with an in-depth exploration of the role of 
gender in criminology. The course will begin with a brief overview of theoretical research on 
intersectionality and the social construction of gender. Using this as our foundation, we will trace 
the major theoretical developments in the sub-field of gender and crime, including the 
development of feminist criminology. By exploring specific topics (such as masculinities and 
crime, the criminalization of women’s bodies, sexual and domestic violence, etc.), we will learn 
how cultural assumptions about gender underlie society’s understanding of, and response to, law-
breaking behavior and victimization. Finally, we will examine how the prison system reflects 
and perpetuates broader gender inequalities, focusing in particular on how gender structures 
prison subcultures. 
 
Gender, Sexuality, and International Migration (LAWS) 
During the past decade, there has been a substantial growth of academic scholarship across the 
humanities and social sciences devoted to exploring the intersections among gender, sexuality, 
and international migration. This course will take interdisciplinary literature in feminist and 
queer migration studies as its primary point of departure in order to think more about the ways in 
which gender and sexuality structure contemporary processes of immigration and border-
crossing. During the course of the semester, we will examine a variety of texts—cultural, socio-
legal and historical—across a range of disciplines, including women’s and gender studies, queer 
studies, political science, history, sociology, law, anthropology, theater and performance studies, 
and ethnic studies, to name but a few. Specific issues we will address during the course of the 
semester include the following: the history of U.S. immigration controls in relation to questions 
of race, class, gender and sexuality; the contested relationship between refugee law and 
international human rights law, particularly in the context of women’s and LGBTQ claims for 
asylum; child migration and human rights; sex work, trafficking and migration; and feminist and 
queer anti-deportation activism. 
 
Guns and Crime in America (CJ, LAWS) 
The goal of the course is to educate students about the issues surrounding gun ownership, gun 
crime, gun policy, and other efforts to reduce gun violence in American society.  We will explore 
the social consequences of gun ownership and examine the extent and effectiveness of society’s 
efforts to control gun violence, highlighting research on these issues and the implications of this 
research for public policy.  In the process, the course will seek to help students develop more 
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perspective in assessing policy positions related to firearms and become better informed as 
practitioners, policymakers, and voters. Key topics for discussion will include:  the 2nd 
amendment and its interpretation; patterns and trends in gun ownership and gun violence 
(including mass shootings); the social costs and benefits of gun availability; federal and state gun 
regulations; the operations of illegal gun markets and efforts to disrupt them; efforts to suppress 
illegal gun use; the effectiveness of gun policies and other efforts to prevent gun violence and 
mass shootings; public opinion about gun policy; and political aspects of the policymaking 
process. 
 
Hate Crimes (CJ, LAWS) 
This course is designed to provide an introductory understanding of the history and development 
of hate crime legislation throughout the United States.  Discussions regarding policy and 
elements of hate crime enhanced penalties will be examined.  The course will ask the question, 
“What constitutes a hate crime” and open for deliberation the views of law enforcement officials 
regarding the reporting, investigation and prosecution of alleged offenses.  The motivation of 
extremist groups will be debated leading to the question, “why do they hate?”  Extremist 
propaganda and writings will be reviewed, including, but not limited to Mein Kampf, The Turner 
Diaries and the Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion.  Basic investigative techniques will be 
researched. 
 
Health and Safety of First Responders (CJ) 
A seminar in which the health and safety best practices for first responders are examined. The 
topics discussed are physiology of aging, nutrition, cardio-vascular disease, stress management, 
substance abuse, and the implications of the Heart Lung Bill on first responders. Students will 
learn the fundamentals of fitness assessment and individualized wellness program prescription. 
 
Homeland Security and Risk Assessment (HSJ, IS Minor) 
This course is intended to provide an understanding of threats, both natural and manmade, and 
the planning and strategy necessary to protect critical infrastructure and key resources (CI/KR) 
of the United States in response to the threats.  Students will examine the role of justice and 
security organizations in the effort and the methods used to assess threat, determine impact of a 
terrorist attack on a given target, analyze criminal or terrorist targets, assess risk and prioritize 
the vulnerability of critical facilities, infrastructure and events. Finally, in a “hands on” exercise 
students will conduct a modified vulnerability assessment of an appropriate facility utilizing the 
Homeland Security Critical Asset Management (HLS CAM) methodology, which is one of the 
methodologies widely used by homeland security emergency responders. 
 
Homeland Security Law (LAWS, HSJ, IS Minor) 
Homeland Security Law introduces students to current legal and political issues relevant to the 
security of the United States.  During the course, students should develop an understanding of 
the creation and organization of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and laws passed to 
manage threats. This includes the coordination of federal, state and local government agencies 
and nonprofit organizations which respond to threats that are vital to the security of people, 
property and our way of life.  Specifically, students will look at the U.S. response to prepare  
for, mitigate, manage, and recover from emergencies and disasters.  Students will examine topics 
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including intelligence, counterterrorism, border security, transportation security, and cyber 
security. Issues relevant to the political, budgetary, and legal aspects of homeland security will 
also be addressed. 
 
Human Trafficking (CJ, LAWS, HSJ) 
Examines the historical and contemporary governmental actions designed to prevent, detect, 
respond to, and aid in the recovery of victims of human trafficking. Focuses on efforts to align 
international, federal, state, local, tribal, private sector and non-government agencies in 
identifying and combating the global problem of trafficking in humans. 
 
Immigration Law, Policy, and Politics (LAWS, HSJ) 
Immigration Law and Policy will examine the current state of immigration law and 
corresponding policy issues in the United States.  The course will cover the structure of our 
immigration system, how it works and its effect on our community and the United States.  It will 
uncover the reasons for migration and the immigrant faces behind statistics as well as explore 
ways of controlling migration at a local and national level.  Students will be exposed to real-life 
immigrant situations of family petitions, asylum, trafficking in persons and deportations and how 
deportation affects immigrants and the broader community.  Participation in extra-curricular 
events of attending immigration court and/or participation in community events regarding 
immigration will be required.  A willingness to be challenged, good writing and research are 
necessary for this class. 
 
Innovations in Policing (CJ) 
A well-rounded criminal justice education includes both bookwork and lessons from those in the 
field of policing. In this course, we will be doing some of each. The goal is to expose you to 
various aspects of policing and its innovative response to technological, legal, and societal 
changes. Through a variety of resources, lectures, and guest presentations, you will gain valuable 
insight to the inner workings of the modern police department and their innovative methods of 
change. You will supplement the material and lectures from class with independent research, 
readings, class discussion, and student presentations.  Police Departments are the most visible 
and versatile branch of the criminal justice system. Their mission is defined by the credo “To 
protect and serve,” which is accomplished by crime enforcement, prevention, and public service 
functions. These functions, however, are not static. They must respond to the various forces in 
society in order to maintain their relevance, efficiency, and effectiveness in the community. This 
response requires adaption and innovation on the part of police departments and their 
administrative staff. This course will present to you policing on three levels: where they were in 
the past; where they are now in the present; and where they will be in the future. 
 
Insanity Defense, Diminished Capacity, and Duress (LAWS) 
This course examines the insanity defense and related defenses available to those accused of 
crime whose actions were attributable to mental illness or defect. In addition to the insanity 
defense, this course will discuss related defenses based on diminished capacity, duress, stress, 
intoxication, and mental retardation. Topics will include the potential applicability of these 
defenses to terrorism charges or to cultural defenses. 
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Intelligence Briefing, Interviewing, and Interrogation (HSJ, IS minor) 
This course will enable students to hone their applied interpersonal skills within a national 
security context. This course will focus on the BLUF style of intelligence briefing and how to 
obtain information effectively through various interview and interrogation methods, techniques 
and theories. Through in-class exercises and scenarios, the students will learn the advantages of 
effective verbal and non-verbal communication as well as ways to assess the verbal and non-
verbal observations of others. These skills will help the students prepare for their real world 
cases in LE and the IC. 
 
International Law Enforcement Cooperation (CJ) 
This course explores the array of operational, policy, and legal issues facing law enforcement 
agencies in combating crime that involves individuals from or jurisdictions of more than one 
country. While the course addresses the wide variety of means by which States cooperate across 
borders on law enforcement matters – from joint investigations to data exchanges to mutual legal 
assistance, the principal focus is on fugitive recovery (think Julian Assange, Roman Polanski, 
and Edward Snowden), whether effected through extradition or otherwise. The objectives of this 
course are to: (i) appreciate the nature and scale of transnational and other types of crime and the 
corresponding need for cross-border law enforcement cooperation; (ii) examine the types of legal 
instruments, operational tools, and exchange and technical assistance programs relied upon by 
law enforcement agencies to prevent, detect, and eradicate crime; (iii) understand the 
impediments associated with international law enforcement cooperation; (iv) discuss the role, 
effectiveness, and significance of Interpol and other bilateral and multilateral law enforcement 
bodies; (v) distinguish law enforcement approaches carried out on behalf of an international 
criminal tribunal versus those between States; (vi) acquire an in-depth knowledge of fugitive 
recovery operations and assess their judicial, diplomatic, and other implications; and (vii) 
consider novel ways to foster cross-border law enforcement cooperation to thwart transnational 
crime moving forward.      
 
Interviewing and Interrogation Techniques in the Intelligence Community (HSJ, IS Minor) 
This course provides the student with essential skills, techniques, and practice necessary to 
obtain quality information from the general public, victims, witnesses, suspects, and the media 
regarding national security matters and criminal activity. It emphasizes legal considerations, note 
taking and report writing skills, locations and settings for interviews, kinesics, proxemics, and 
paralinguistics of both the interviewer and interviewee. Emphasis is placed on national security 
matters. 
 
Jails (CJ) 
Every local jurisdiction-county, city or town-either has or is part of a local jail system.  From 
early Colonial America to today, jails have played a critical role in the system of corrections.  
The jail is the first stop on the “incarceration highway” where important information is gathered 
about criminal offenders.  This course will explore the development, purposes and operations of 
the local jail.  Also, the course will discuss theories of punishment, criminality and rehabilitation 
as they apply to both offenders and staff of the local jail.  Students taking this class will gain 
insight as to the importance, philosophy, goals and operational environment of a local jail. 
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Law and Popular Culture (CJ, LAWS) 
This course will explore the intersectionality of popular media forms and the influences those 
mediums have on our perceptions of the criminal legal system. Popular cultures’ impact using 
social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, TikTok, film and print, provides a unique 
opportunity to reach audiences far beyond one’s immediate sphere. This course will provide a 
framework, through the examination of film, video, print and lecture to examine “hot button” 
legal topics such as the death penalty, police violence, criminal justice reform, mass 
incarceration, sentencing mandates, and more for identifying and understanding those influences. 
Additionally, we will examine the emotional, legal, and moral complexities of America’s 
criminal justice system when viewed through the lived experiences of the those consuming and 
interacting with those mediums.  
 
Legal Issues Impacting Law Enforcement Operations (CJ, LAWS) 
This course will provide a broad overview of the legal issues that arise in criminal and national 
security investigations.  A “case-progression” method of instruction is employed whereby the 
most significant recent Supreme Court decisions are put into context by examining the holdings, 
analysis, and rationale of prior related decisions to better understand how the law has developed 
over time.   By using this approach, students are exposed to a review of the specific area of law 
and gain a greater appreciation of the significance of the most recent decisions impacting law 
enforcement operations, with a particular focus on the impact of the First, Fourth, Fifth, and 
Sixth Amendments on criminal and national security investigations. 
 
Mastering Intelligence Writing, Briefing, and Analysis (HSJ, IS Minor) 
This course will enable students to hone their writing, briefing and analytical skills in a national 
security context. Through a series of in-class analytic exercises, students will produce clear, 
concise and analytically rigorous reports and briefings, both as a team and individually. Students 
will develop the ability to assess the needs of the audience, adapt information to the briefing, 
develop a communication style, and present ideas with confidence under pressure.  

• Pre-requisite: CRIM 310. 
 
Media Coverage of Criminal Justice (CJ) 
The news media play an enormous role in how the public perceives the American justice system, 
and often has an impact on how cases in the justice system unfold. Led by a veteran crime 
reporter from The Washington Post, this course will examine how law enforcement and the 
courts handle the media in both small and sensational cases, how the media approach criminal 
justice stories, and how that interplay affects both the participants and the public. We’ll hear 
directly from participants in the system: prosecutors, judges, detectives, police chiefs, defense 
attorneys, crime victims and crime reporters. We’ll discuss not only the hottest cases – Jeffrey 
Epstein, Charlottesville, Bill Cosby – but also how the media approach mass shootings and 
police-involved shootings in the age of instant information.  
 
Origins of Modern Surveillance in the US (HSJ) 
Modern surveillance techniques track us as citizens and as consumers. The origins of the modern 
surveillance state lie in detective stories, in mug shots and the invention of fingerprints, in 
forensic anthropology and racial typing, in the pioneering efforts of advertisers. This course 
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examines the multiple roots of the modern surveillance state from 1850-1930. The course will 
combine lectures/presentations with discussion. 
 
Police Psychology (CJ) 
The objective of this course is to provide an overview of the cutting-edge topics in police 
psychology.  The course will cover topics such as the history of police psychology, the use of 
psychologists as consultants to law enforcement agencies, the hiring of police officers, ethical 
issues in police psychology, and fitness-for-duty evaluations, among other topics. 
 
Police Use of Force (CJ) 
This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of the issues surrounding the 
use of force by police. This class will survey empirical data on police use of force and the 
implications associated with using reasonable and excessive force. Students will gain a better 
understanding of the decision making framework and the surrounding issues associated with the 
police using force during a citizen encounter. Topics to be covered will include legal and 
constitutional issues, lethal and less lethal force, transparency, force tools, use of force in police 
pursuits, de-escalation strategies, policy issues and a number of case studies. This course will 
cover some of the most noted and contemporary police uses of force in the United States.  
 
Policing Black Bodies (CJ) 
Interrogates the myriad ways in which Black Bodies are formally and informally policed. Special 
focus is given to the ways in which Black women’s bodies are policed not only by the criminal 
justice system, but also informally through sexual and intimate partner violence, forced 
sterilization and contraception. Course utilizes the theoretical lenses of intersectionality and of 
color blind racism.  
Preventing School Violence (CJ) 
The course will focus on preventing school violence and enhancing campus safety. We will 
examine some of the high-profile incidents of the recent past, discuss violence reduction 
strategies, examine the emerging role of the school safety officer, and SRO, in 2021. We will 
consider the impact of gangs in schools, terrorism, youth mental health first aid, threat 
assessment, crisis management, incident command, the need for building relationships, and the 
role of social media. We will examine the phenomenon of teen suicide, and discuss the equity 
issues that limit student success and impact school violence. 
 
Psychology and the Criminal Justice System (CJ, LAWS) 
This course is designed to provide undergraduate students with an overview of how psychology 
is applied to the criminal justice system, how case law shapes this application, and how legal 
decisions affect the direction of psychological research. Psychology and law is a vibrant area of 
research within the larger discipline of psychology. This is an interdisciplinary course for 
students who are interested in criminology, criminal justice, psychology, and/or legal issues. 
Upon completion of the course, conscientious students will have acquired an understanding of 
how the fields of psychology and law intersect in individual, social, and public policy domains. 
Students will also have acquired specific knowledge about these interactions with respect to 
police, eyewitness accuracy, jury decision-making, expert witness issues, competence to stand 
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trial, criminal responsibility, child victim/witnesses, sentencing, and corrections. In addition, 
critical thinking skills will be enhanced. 
 
Public Corruption Law and Case Studies (CJ) 
This course will discuss the legal framework in the U.S. to fight government corruption 
including instruction on The Hobbs Act and RICO statutes, among others. During the course, 
case studies will be presented to generate discussion and learning about corruption at every level 
of government and assist students with understanding the different types of corruption from 
election fraud to police corruption. This course is timely in light of efforts to undermine our 
democracy and frequent, false claims that the most recent federal election was fraudulent. The 
instructor has years of experience investigating election fraud and corruption, including 
campaign finance violations, and will generate discussions on these issues. 
 
Radicalization and Recruitment of Terrorists (HSJ, IS Minor) 
The course objective is to provide the student with a set of analytical frameworks by which 
he/she can better understand the methods that terrorist organizations use to recruit members and 
how militant movements radicalize individuals to become adherents.  
While the focus will be on how the global jihadist movement radicalizes individuals, the course 
will also examine the methods used by pre-9/11 secular and religious terrorist organizations to 
recruit, and how violent movements like the animal liberation front, earth liberation front, anti- 
abortion movement, the militia movement, and the anarchist movement radicalized adherents. 
The emphasis will be on message construction, delivery methods, targeted audiences, and results.  
The concept of “leaderless terrorism” will also be examined as the primary operational 
manifestation of radicalization. Case studies of individuals radicalized in Western Europe and 
the United States will be surveyed.  Counter-radicalization and de-radicalization approaches 
from the past and present will also be explored, as well as the concepts of propaganda and 
marketing. In addition, the course will look at the problems that law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies confront in attempting to detect in advance radicalized individuals.  
 
Religion and Law (LAWS) 
Explores issues relating to law and religion. Focuses on the legal doctrines that have arisen in 
cases under the Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment. Topics 
include religion and public schools, government aid to religious institutions, including school 
vouchers, government endorsement of religious symbols, freedom of religious expression, and 
freedom of religious practice.  
 
Right Wing Extremism (CJ, HSJ, IS Minor) 
This course will analyze the history and development of right-wing extremist groups within the 
United States. Students will also examine the intentions, capabilities, and activities of various 
right-wing groups and the threat of right-wing terrorism. Finally, the law enforcement and 
national security response to right-wing extremist groups will be reviewed through case study. 
 
School and Campus Safety (CJ) 
The course will focus on the school/campus safety, and examine some of the high profile 
incidents of the recent past, mitigation strategies, examine the role of the school safety officer/ 
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SRO, gangs in schools, terrorism, youth mental health first aid, threat assessment, crisis 
management, incident command, and the role of social media. We will examine the phenomenon 
of teen suicide, and examine the importance of communication between police and school staff 
vs. a student's right to privacy. 
 
The goal of the course is to give students an understanding of the changing dynamics in 
educational safety, and prepare them to intelligently discuss strategies to meet the evolving 
challenges the future will undoubtedly bring. 
 
Serial Killers and Mass Murderers (CJ, LAWS) 
This course critically examines serial killers and mass murderers from the psychological and 
sociological perspectives.  Students will study classic and contemporary cases involving real life 
examples of multiple homicides.  Additionally, the course will explore the psychopathology and 
development of serial killers and mass murderers as well as their portrayal in mass media and the 
effect on culture and society.  
 
Serial Murder (CJ) 
This course examines legal, biological, social and theoretical parameters of serial murder. 
Particularly, this course explores relationships between paraphilias, violence and repeat 
offending. The curriculum includes serial murder & victim, typologies, serial murderer subtypes, 
predisposition, abnormal psychology & neurological-dysfunction, forensic analyses of high risk 
offenders, environmental risk factors and theory, the application of law and constitutionality, 
diminished capacity and public policy regarding violent homicide. 
 
Serial Offenders: Theory, Practice and Analysis (CJ, IS Minor) 
This course will examine the different types of serial offenders.  Students will study the methods 
of case analysis and crime linkage.  Case studies are used throughout the course to thoroughly 
examine the behavioral aspects of serial offenders, the aspects of serial crimes and the 
investigative process.  This course will examine factors that influence serious violent criminals 
and their behavior.  Students will learn the investigative process as it applies to serial offenders 
by examining case linkage analysis, profiling serial offenders, and victimology.  This course will 
focus specifically on serial murder, rape, arson and sex offenders.  
 
Technology in Policing (CJ) 
This course will identify and examine a variety of technologies currently used in policing 
throughout the United States and their impact on police practices, policy, and crime reduction 
efforts. Students will identify and learn about current and future technology platforms in use by 
many police (local, state and federal) agencies. Students will also examine and discuss the 
relationship between the use of such technology and how such technology impacts police 
effectiveness, efficiency, legitimacy, community relations, privacy concerns and the law. The 
class will concentrate on the ethical consideration in the creation and administration of 
technology related policy as well as addressing both the intended and unintended consequences 
of the use of such technology. Additionally, this course will examine how technology has 
changed our basic human interactions; for better or worse. 
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Threat Assessment: Managing the Path to Violence (HSJ) 
This course provides preparation for participation in threat assessment and management 
processes in government, education, and industry settings. Real cases are studied to identify 
missed opportunities for intervention and prevention. Media, internet, research, and published 
writings inform actual fact pattern analysis. Scheduled expert threat assessors include current and 
former agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Naval Criminal Investigative Service, 
and the United States Secret Service, along with a Virginia Tech family member and a shooting 
survivor who share their experiences and expertise in the current state of the threat assessment 
process. The course is offered at both undergraduate and graduate levels.  
 
Urban Disorder and Implicit Racial Biases (CJ) 
In 1982 Wilson and Kelling published their seminal piece “Broken Windows” in the Atlantic 
Monthly in which they suggest that disorder has criminogenic effects with untended disorder 
eventually leading to crime problems. Since then, urban disorder has become a center of public 
policy. Disorder has been viewed by urban sociologists as a manifestation of the social diversity 
of a place where people come from different racial, ethnic, social, and economic backgrounds.  
Thus, disorder is considered a byproduct that comes with the modernization of urban cities. On 
the contrary, criminologists often classify disorder as a social negativity. In our fast-changing 
society, these contrasting viewpoints illustrate the subjective nature of what disorder is and its 
corresponding social meanings. In this course we will go over literature that identify “factors” 
that affect individual perception of urban disorder. We will also engage in in-depth discussion on 
how our personal biases affect the way we perceive and evaluate urban disorder.  
 
Virginia Criminal Law (LAWS) 
An overview of Virginia criminal law, students will learn the elements of the major and most 
charged crimes in the Commonwealth, and will consider whether specific actions constitute a 
crime. Course discussions will cover a range of topics, including defining various types of 
crimes, appropriate defenses, and how Virginia criminal law differs from other states. Students 
will be able to apply substantive knowledge to actual criminal suspects upon entry into justice 
system professions. 
 
War Crimes Trials (CJ) 
This course traces the development of international criminal justice from the Nuremberg Trials 
in 1945, through the conflicts in Yugoslavia and Rwanda in the 1990s, to the International 
Criminal Court in the modern period. Students will learn important concepts in international 
criminal law through prosecutions for war crimes, genocide, and crimes against humanity, as 
well as the role of victims in restorative justice efforts. The course will also look at the 
operations of the United Nations and international criminal tribunals during armed conflict and 
other systemic human rights abuses. Finally, the course will address current controversies in the 
international criminal justice field, such as child soldiers and unmanned drones, as well as links 
to transnational crime and environmental destruction.  
 
White Collar Crime (CJ) 
White collar crime refers to any crime which is non-violent and financially motivated by greed. 
Recent estimates indicate that white-collar crime losses are between $300 billion and $600 
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billion each year in the United States. While violent crime has rapidly decreased in recent years, 
white-collar crime now impacts 36% of all households and 24% of all businesses. The student 
will not only study the large variety of white-collar crimes but also the psychology of greed. 
Students will investigate actual cases of large and small-scale fraud and preventative measures to 
combat fraud. They will complete the course with a greater appreciation of this crime and its 
impacts on our society. 
 
White Extremist Ideology and Criminal Behavior (CJ, HSJ) 
With recent violent attacks committed by individuals who identify themselves as White 
Nationalists this course is designed to provide an introductory understanding of the White 
Extremist movement throughout the United States. Discussions will center on group and 
individual motivation, along with books and spokespersons that promote the ideology.  Topics to 
be covered will include, political movements, such as American Nazism and Skinheads, along 
with quasi-religiously based groups, such as the Ku Klux Klan, Odinism, Christian Identity (CI) 
and the Creativity Movement.  Extremist propaganda and writings will be reviewed, including, 
but not limited to Mein Kampf, The Turner Diaries, The White Man’s Bible and the Protocols of 
the Learned Elders of Zion. Finally, a review of violent criminal incidents, including, but not 
limited to assault, arson, robbery and murder for but examined.   
 
Women Who Kill (CJ) 
For many reasons, our society at large does not seem to accept the “reality” that women can have 
feelings of anger, aggression, and violence. Many people cannot understand why women act on 
these feelings and perpetrate violent crimes. Such women are usually seen simplistically as either 
mad or bad, rather than as complex human beings. This course will allow us to read, view, and 
discuss issues of female violence—in theory, the real world, and the representational world of 
fiction, film, and popular culture. Course materials will cover topics such as female violence (as 
compared to male violence) and how it is seen by others, Andrea Yates-a case of infanticide, 
Aileen Wuornos-the real life and Hollywood portrayal of a female serial killer, adolescent 
murder, women imitating violent men, and a strangely humorous “take” on female violence.  
 
Writing & Briefing Skill in the Intelligence Community (HSJ, IS Minor) 
This course will enable students to hone their writing, briefing and analytical skills in a national 
security context. Writing assignments will mirror the processes that intelligence professionals 
use to develop and refine their analysis and communications for both individual and cooperative 
assessments. Through a series of in-class exercises, students will produce clear, concise and 
analytically rigorous communications, reports and briefings, both individually and as a team 
member. Students will develop the ability to assess the needs of the audience, structure the 
information for the particular communication, analyses, or briefing, develop a communication 
style, and present ideas with clarity and confidence under pressure. 

• Pre-requisite: CRIM 310. 
 
Wrongful Convictions (LAWS) 
To err is human; as the justice system is a human creation, a certain amount of error should be 
expected. However, such error must not go unexamined. Therefore, this course will survey 
contemporary understandings of wrongful conviction, including causes/correlates, individual and 
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societal consequences, approaches to reducing these errors, and other topics related to the 
subject. Students should complete the course with a greater appreciation of the fallibility of the 
justice system and the challenging endeavor of reducing justice system error. 
 


