
MICHAEL S. ZDANOVICH 
George Mason University Korea, Incheon Global Campus, Songdomunhwa-ro 119-4,  

Yeongsu-gu, Incheon, Republic of Korea 21985 

Cell: (+82) 010-6829-2961 

Email: mzdanovi@gmu.edu 

 

EDUCATION  

 

All but Dissertation (A.B.D.) of a Ph.D., University of Hawaii at Manoa, 

Honolulu, HI, January 1993 

Completed 59 graduate semester hours of postgraduate study and passed 

departmental comprehensive exams in political science and Pacific islands studies. 

My initial dissertation research focused on the evolution of foreign policy in two 

newly independent Pacific island states: a case study of the Federated States of 

Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands.  

 

Honors:  

East-West Center Award for Doctoral Study (1988-1993)  

Phi Beta Delta International Honors Society (1991) 

 

Accomplishments:  

• Received travel grant from the Program on International Economics and 

Politics, East-West Center to do dissertation research in Micronesia and 

Washington, D.C. (1993). 

• Published two articles dealing with the foreign policies of the Federated 

States of Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands (1991) and 

Japanese investment in Hawaii (1990).  

• Gave three conference presentations on Pacific islands’ political and 

economic issues (1989-90). 

 

Master of International Affairs (M.I.A.), Columbia University, New York, NY,  

May 1988 

Completed 60 semester hours specializing in Japanese studies and economic and 

political development (EPD) in developing countries.   

 

Honors:  

School of International Affairs Scholarship recipient (1987) 

Research Assistantship in the Center for Research on Political Change (1987) 

 

Accomplishments:  

• Contributed two chapters to a lengthy community banking proposal for small 

businesses after conducting field research in Belize, Central America (1988).     

• Nominated and selected to participate in the International Fellows Honors 

Program during the fall semester of my second year (1987).   

• Conducted extensive independent research on Chinese (P.R.C.) aid programs 

to the Third World for one of my professors (1988). 
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  Bachelor of Arts, Beloit College, Beloit, WI, August 1977 

  

Completed 128 undergraduate semester hours of study in international relations and 

anthropology. 

 

 Accomplishments: 

• Participated in an overseas study program in Hamburg, Germany, and used 

German language fluency to obtain an apprentice position with the 

Luebecker Handelsbank (1975-1976).   

• Worked as an archaeologist and site surveyor on several archaeological 

excavations in the southern Wisconsin area (summer 1974). 

 

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 

 

Professor, English for Academic Purposes, George Mason University Korea, 

Songdo, Incheon, Republic of Korea (2/2021 – present) 

 

Currently teaching two courses in the MK Way Program at Mason Korea: AE Core 

4 and an OCS Level 4.  Both classes are intended to help students, who need more 

assistance with their English and study skills, to successfully matriculate into the 

Mason Korea’s Patriot Plus Program (PPP) and one of several degree programs 

thereafter. 

 

Adjunct Faculty Instructor, INTO George Mason University, Fairfax, VA (August 

2018 – December 2020) 

 

Taught advanced academic English to foreign students enrolled in the INTO George 

Mason University program.   

 

Courses previously taught at INTO include:  

UG INYO language Support for Chemistry (online, fall 2020) 

Oral Communication and Speaking (OCS) Level 5 (online, summer 2020)  

Academic English (AE) Core 6 (online, spring 2020) 

AE Core 4 and a UG INYO Language Support for American Cultures course (fall 

2019)  

AE Core 6 (Summer 2019)  

AE Core 6 and an Intermediate TOEFL Reading and Writing course (spring 2019)  

AE Core 5 and a UG INYO Language Support for Computer Science course (Fall 

2018) 

 

All of the classes listed above met on a weekly basis and used of a variety of 

textbooks and other media. Since March of 2020, all of my classes have been online 

and have utilized Blackboard and Collaborate. Over the same period of time, I 

created and graded written assignments and quizzes, facilitated group discussions, 

helped individual students with in-class and online exercises, and conducted 
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ongoing student assessments.  I also served on several faculty committees during my 

time with INTO. Received an outstanding job evaluation in 2020. 

 

Adjunct Associate Professor of Asian Studies, University of Maryland Global 

Campus (UMGC), Largo, MD (February 2016 – present) 

 

Currently teach ASTD 285 - Introduction to Modern East Asia online and JAPN 333 

- Japanese Society and Culture two times each year using LEO, UMGC’s online 

platform.  Completed online courses enabling me to teach both distance education 

and hybrid courses for UMGC in early 2016. 

 

ESL Instructor, Northern Virginia Community College – American Culture and 

Language Institute, Annandale, VA (February 2020 – present) 

 

Recently taught an evening ESL Career Readiness 3.1 and 3.2 (low intermediate) 

class to working adults hoping to improve their spoken and written English on the 

job.  Transitioned to online teaching in the middle of the semester due to the 

pandemic and used two online programs, Canvas and Zoom, to teach the class.   

 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Instructor, Fairfax County 

Public Schools, Adult and Community Education (ACE) Program, Fairfax, VA 

(September 2016 – July 2018) 

 

Taught intermediate and advanced English for Speakers of Other Languages 

(ESOL) skills on a part-time basis to adult learners at two adult learning centers in 

Fairfax County.  Responsibilities included preparing lesson plans and class 

materials, providing instruction to 15-20 students in each class utilizing 

conventional textbook and multi-media approaches, and conducting pre- and post-

class assessment. 

 

Accomplishment: 

• Completed TESOL certification at Northern Virginia Community College in 

August 2017 

 

                        English as a Second Language (ESL) Instructor, Medtech College, Falls Church, 

VA (2014 – 2016) 

 

Taught intermediate and advanced level English classes to adult learners on a full- 

time basis at a local medical college.  Concurrently pursued TESOL certification 

at Northern Virginia Community College. 

 

Adjunct Professor of Asian Studies, American University, School of International 

Service, Washington, D.C. (2007–2010) 
 

Taught a seven-week distance education course entitled “Recent East Asian 

Politics” to graduate and undergraduate students each summer from 2008 to 2010. 
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Also taught “Civilizations of Asia” course to 32 undergraduate students during the 

fall semester of 2007.   

 

Accomplishments: 

• One of the first faculty members to successfully use the newest version of 

Blackboard v. 9.0 and Wimba, a synchronous conference web tool, this past 

summer. 

• Completed Blackboard distance education training in spring 2008.   

 

Program Officer, Asia and the Pacific, Council for International Exchange of 

Scholars (CIES); Washington, D.C. (2008-2010) 

 

Counseled U.S. scholar and professional applicants regarding country-specific 

Fulbright awards in the Asia-Pacific and Central Asian regions and directly advised 

and monitored U.S. and visiting scholar-grantees during their awards.  Worked in 

close consultation with colleagues in the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

(ECA) at the State Department and personnel at overseas posts and Fulbright 

commissions in resolving issues related to program administration and the 

marketing of the Fulbright Scholars program.   

 

Accomplishments:  

• Significantly increased U.S. applications during both the 2010-2011 and 

2011-2012 competitions in six of the nine country programs I administered.   

• Mentored four new colleagues in my unit over the past year regarding the 

application review process and the proper handling of visiting Fulbright 

scholar applications and visa requirements.  

• Presented at a day-long training on policies and procedures related to U.S. 

Fulbright Scholars to visiting Foreign Service Nationals and bilateral 

commission personnel serving in the Asia-Pacific region (spring 2010). 

• Completed a three-week fact-finding tour of Central Asia in late 2008.  Upon 

my return, wrote a 15-page report citing recommendations for action for the 

Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs at the State Department. 

• Represented CIES at the NAFSA-Association of International Educators 

annual meeting in Kansas City in April 2010. 

 

Academic Advisor, Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission, Washington, D.C. (2007–  

 2008) 

  

Advised 250+ Saudi students attending U.S. institutions of higher learning in the 

state of Florida and North Carolina regarding their selection of majors, courses, 

English language training and GRE/GMAT/MAT/TOEFL preparation.  Monitored 

scholarship, stipend, and medical funding for each student, and provide guidance in 

case of emergencies.  Insured students were in full compliance with Saudi Arabian 

Ministry of Higher Education scholarship requirements, host U.S. institution and 

federal law with respect to visa status. 
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Accomplishments: 

• Significantly reduced the processing time of student awards and the review 

of course selection and end-of-semester grades.     

• Completed entry of students’ grades into online database ahead of deadline. 

• Provided an opportunity to teach a university course at nearby American 

University by my director owing to my due diligence at work. 

 

Collegiate Associate Professor, Asian Studies, History, and Government & 

Politics, University of Maryland University College (now called University of 

Maryland Global Campus or UMGC) , Japan and South Korea (1996–2003) 

 

Taught introductory and upper-level Asian studies, government (including 

international relations), and history classes to U.S. servicemen and women seeking 

undergraduate degrees at various U.S. military bases in Okinawa, mainland Japan, 

and South Korea.  Classes ranged from 10 and 35 students per class.  Assigned three 

classes per term over the course of five terms each academic year.   

 

Taught the following courses to undergraduate students from 1996 to 2003: 

    

• ASTD 301 The Japanese: Adapting the Past, Building the Future 

• GVPT 100 Principles of Government and Politics  

• GVPT 170 Introduction to American Government 

• GVPT 200 International Political Relations   

• GVPT 210 Political Ideologies 

• GVPT 388 Japanese Politics  

• GVPT 401 Problems of World Politics 

• GVPT 453 Recent East Asian Politics  

• GVPT 457 American Foreign Relations     

• HIST 156 History of the United States to 1865 

• HIST 266 United States in World Affairs 

• HIST 380 American Relations with China and Japan from 1800 

• HIST 483 History of Japan since 1800  

• IFSM 201 Introduction to Computer-Based Systems 

• JAPN 333 Japanese Life and Culture I  

• JAPN 334 Japanese Life and Culture II 

 

Accomplishments: 

• Completed WebTycho training in order to teach distance education classes in 

2003.  

• Promoted to Collegiate Associate Professor in 2001. 

• Achieved 95% excellent evaluation ratings for exceptional curriculum 

development and presentation, clear course objectives, and excellent student 

performance evaluations.   
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• Taught several upper-level courses via online distance education in 1998-

2000.  Received WebTycho Certification in 2003. 

• Gave several public presentations on a variety of subjects in the political 

science field including “The Okinawan Diaspora During the Inter-War 

Years, 1914-1945” (6/2003); “Osama bin Ladin, the Taliban and the Future 

of Afghanistan” (10/2001); and “The American Presidential Election 

System, 2000” (5/2000). 

 

Conversational English Instructor, Kadena Language Center, Kadena-cho, 

Okinawa, Japan (1999-2002) 

 

Provided instruction in conversational English twice a week to Okinawan high 

school graduates who were learning foreign language and computer skills enabling 

them to find employment in local businesses and institutions.  

 

Adjunct Political Science Instructor, University of the Ryukyus, Faculty of Law 

and Politics, Nishihara, Okinawa, Japan (1996-1997) 

 

Taught two courses as a guest lecturer during the Fall-Winter 1996-1997 semester to 

Japanese undergraduate students: Recent East Asian Politics and Contemporary 

Issues in the Pacific Islands.   

 

English Instructor, American University Extension Okinawa, Urasoe, Okinawa, 

Japan (1996-1997) 

 

Taught two intermediate grammar courses, intermediate composition, basic 

grammar, and a TOEFL test preparation course to Japanese students in preparation 

for their entry into American colleges and universities. 

 

Academic Director, School for International Training (SIT), Brattleboro, VT, and 

Apia, Western Samoa (1995-1996) 

 

Directed the Western Samoa College Semester Abroad Program for two semesters 

in country.  Organized an orientation in Honolulu, Hawaii, and Western Samoa that 

introduced participating American undergraduate university students to the language 

and culture of Samoa and neighboring Pacific islands.  Monitored students’ progress 

in language classes as well as teaching a Methods and Techniques of Field Study 

course.  Provided guidance and support to individual students engaged in one 

month-long individual study projects toward the end of each semester. Responsible 

for the hiring of teachers and staff, management of the program budget, arranging 

for housing, food and security of my students, and handling program logistics each 

semester. 

 

Accomplishments:  

• Successfully organized two lengthy village stays that enabled students to 

experience the Samoan traditional lifestyle. 
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• Created and implemented a Language and Culture Seminar involving a wide 

range of guest speakers and site visits throughout the country. 

• With the approval of the regional supervisor at SIT headquarters in 

Brattleboro, I met with administrators and faculty at University of the South 

Pacific (USP) in Fiji with a view toward establishing a two-week Pacific-

wide orientation program for future SIT students going to Samoa as well as a 

full-time overseas program in Fiji. Wrote lengthy report to SIT 

administrators detailing my efforts to market SIT’s program in Fiji.  (See 

Consultancies section below.)  

 

English as a Second Language (ESL) and Computer Instructor, National 

Graduate University, Arlington, VA (summer 1995) 

 

Taught advanced English composition and introductory computer skills to foreign 

adult learners.  (Note: the school was not a university, but a training institute for 

immigrants seeking to acquire English language fluency and job skills.) 

 

Accomplishment: 

• Independently set up, organized and equipped the computer laboratory for 

and then taught the first introductory computer classes at the school. 

Commended in an awards ceremony by the school director for my efforts. 

 

Adjunct Political Science Instructor, George Mason University, Department of 

Public and International Affairs, Fairfax, VA (1994 - 1995) 

 

Taught three courses to undergraduate students during the 1994-1995 academic 

year:   

• Introduction to International Politics  

• Political Persuasion and Propaganda  

• Introduction to American Government  

 

Accomplishments:  

• Member of curriculum committee which reviewed and revised the American 

government curriculum.  

• One of the first among faculty in the department to routinely use the Internet 

to conduct research and communicate with students. 

• Counseled students concerning their course assignments and their future 

career goals in politics and government. 

 

Visiting Political Science Instructor, Temple University Japan, Tokyo, Japan 

(1990-1991) 

 

Invited to teach at Temple University Japan during a one-year break from my 

doctoral studies.  Integrated economic and political issues and events from the Asia-

Pacific region based on previous doctoral research into my class curricula.   
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Taught the following introductory and advanced undergraduate political science 

courses during the 1990-1991 academic year: 

 

• Seminar in Comparative Politics: Japanese Politics   

• Seminar in International Politics: Japan and the Pacific Islands  

• Current U.S. Foreign Relations 

• Foreign Governments and Politics   

• Introduction to Political Philosophy  

• Public Opinion and Propaganda  

 

  Accomplishments: 

• Gave a public lecture at Temple University Japan on Japan's political and 

economic relations with the Pacific island nations after conducting extensive 

independent research. 

• Explained the significance of Article 9 in the Japanese Constitution and the 

impact this would have on Japanese participation in the first Gulf War during 

a faculty-student “open university” discussion. 

 

Foreign Teaching Staff Coordinator, Educational Liaison and Teacher, ECC 

Foreign Language Institute, Nagoya, Japan (1985-1986) 

 

Supervised the teaching activities of six foreign English teachers at three of ECC's 

Nagoya city schools.  Conducted biweekly teacher training sessions, interviewed 

prospective teachers and students, and taught adult English classes.    

 

Accomplishments:  

• Served as Nagoya representative at monthly organizational meetings in 

Osaka.  

• Attended an introductory Japanese language class as a part-time student at 

Nanzan University in Nagoya in order to improve my written and spoken 

Japanese (spring 1988). 

 

Language Consultant, International Education and Analysis Corporation, Tokyo 

and Nagoya, Japan (1984-1985) 

 

Interviewed and taught functional business English to Japanese company employees 

in an intensive language environment lasting several weeks in the Tokyo area.  

Taught regular weekly classes at the intermediate and advanced levels at various 

companies in the Nagoya area.   

 

High School Social Studies Teacher and Social Studies Department Chairman, 

Peace Corps, Western Samoa, South Pacific (1981-1983).  

 

Taught advanced geography and social studies courses at two Samoan high schools 

(Chanel College and the Catholic Senior School, Moamoa, Western Samoa). 

Supervised four teachers and planned the social studies curriculum.   
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Accomplishments:  

• Produced slide show focusing on working women in Samoa for a 

presentation at a “Women in Development” colloquium hosted by Peace 

Corps Western Samoa (1981).   

• Provided new texts and teaching materials to Chanel College after working 

as a paid photographer at the South Pacific Games (1981).   

 

Volunteer English Instructor, The International Institute, St. Louis, MO (1980- 

1981) 

 

Taught basic English skills and American customs to recent immigrants situated in 

the St. Louis metropolitan area twice weekly. 

   

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

Asia-Pacific Analyst, Cultural Advisor and Trainer, Center for Advanced 

Operational Culture Learning (CAOCL), Quantico, VA (2011-2014)  

 

Worked as a contractor in a U.S. Marine Corps-supported center for operational 

culture studies.  Responsible for keeping track of Asia-Pacific current affairs and 

updating briefs on 17 countries in North East Asia and Oceania.  Traveled often to 

Marine Corps installations on the U.S. west coast, Hawaii, and Okinawa, Japan to 

present a variety of briefs to Marines about to deploy to countries in the region.   

 

Accomplishments: 

• Designed and presented more than 75 Asia-Pacific regional, country and 

military partnership briefs to approximately 4,500 Marines over three and a 

half years. 

• Developed targeted briefs for the Joint Military Attaché School (JMAS), 

Expeditionary Warfare School (EWS) and the Marine Corps Information 

Operations Center (MCIOC).  

• First analyst to remotely present a brief on New Zealand via Defense 

Connect Online (DCO). 

• Participated in Media Training Center activities at Command and Staff 

College. 

• Created a South China Sea regional brief that was later used as an 

introduction to the Asia-Pacific region at the Expeditionary Warfare School. 

• Demonstrated the effectiveness of using the decision forcing case study 

methodology by constructing and presenting a brief focused on Marine 

Corps involvement in “Operation Tomodachi” that took place in Japan in 

2011. 

• Mentored new analysts regarding design and development of country briefs 

related to their regions and how to give effective presentations. 
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Correspondence Staff Writer, Navy Federal Credit Union, Vienna, VA (2005– 

2007) 

 

Composed, wrote and edited letters for chief officers within the credit union that 

were intended for credit union members.  The correspondence covered a wide range 

of subjects ranging from decedent accounts to responding to member complaints. 

Position required an extensive knowledge and use of in-house computer databases 

and business programs as well as a sound understanding of the credit union's field of 

membership, regulatory agency practices, and credit union services. 

 

Assistant Manager, Navy Federal Credit Union, Camp Foster Member Service 

Center, Okinawa, Japan (2003–2005) 

 

Managed credit union personnel, handled customer issues, conducted 

correspondence with U.S. military, governmental agencies, and outside vendors, 

marketed financial products and services, monitored financial transactions and 

conducted internal audits, resolved technical problems including computers and 

peripherals, and insured that the credit union functions in an appropriate manner on 

a daily basis.  

 

Accomplishments: 

• Expanded marketing efforts by hiring creative staff members, promoting 

employee participation, increasing budget, and procuring marketing efforts 

in order to promote Navy Federal as strong, local financial institution. 

• Led branch office to achieve exception-free annual internal audit rating for 

2004 and one minor exception in 2005. 

• Exceeded new member and new loan goals by 150% and 120%, respectively 

through exceptional marketing and promotional initiatives. 

 

Associate Member, Technical Staff, Computer Sciences Corporation, Washington, 

D.C. (spring and summer 1994) 

 

Created and edited text, graphics and databases for the Community Planning and 

Development Policy Coordination Unit at the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD).   

 

Accomplishments: 

• Wrote 20 one to two-page success stories based on information supplied by 

HUD field offices, edited six chapters totaling eighty pages, and created 

thirty charts and graphs databases for the Community Planning and 

Development Policy Coordination Unit’s U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development's 1994 Annual Report to Congress.   

• Created a methodology and coding scheme for evaluating surveys supplied 

by 1,750 homeless providers throughout the United States and coded a third 
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of the responses.  Results included in a report to HUD’s Interagency Council 

on the Homeless. 

 

Editorial Assistant, Tokyo, Chunichi, and Chugoku Shimbun, New York, NY, 

(summer 1988) 

 

Arranged and conducted interviews, study tours, and attended news conferences at 

the United Nations and in the New York City area for two Japanese newspaper 

bureau chiefs.  Supervised day-to-day functions in the office including selection of 

relevant news wire stories, processing of news photos, assisting visiting reporters, 

and doing background research for the bureau chiefs.  Also produced summaries of 

interviews, wire stories, and press conferences.   

Accomplishments:  

• Planned and implemented a project dealing with the Moral Adoption 

program (a U.S. movement established by Norman Cousins, editor of the 

Saturday Review in the early 1950s for the purpose of getting Americans to 

financially support Japanese children orphaned by the atomic bombing of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki).  Former adoptive parents were interviewed and 

some reunited with their Japanese orphans.  Research and interviews were 

the foundation for a series of articles on “Moral Adoption” movement in the 

Chugoku Shimbun.   

• Covered the United Nations deliberations surrounding the issues of global 

disarmament and the peaceful resolution of the Iran-Iraq war.  Provided 

interpretation and written assessments of what I observed and heard during 

the formal U.N. sessions and at press conferences. 

 

Bank Apprentice, Handelsbank, Luebeck, Germany (spring 1976) 

 

Worked in a German branch bank for four months as part of a work-study semester.   

 

Accomplishment:  

• Vastly improved my German language ability while learning all of the facets 

regarding daily operations of a small German regional bank. 

 

CONSULTANCIES  

 

Academic Director, School for International Training (SIT), Brattleboro, VT and 

Apia, Western Samoa (1996) 

 

Met with administrators and faculty at University of the South Pacific (USP) in Fiji 

with a view toward establishing a two-week Pacific-wide orientation program for 

future SIT students going to Samoa as well as a full-time overseas program in Fiji. 

Wrote lengthy report to SIT administrators detailing my efforts to market SIT’s 

program in Fiji.  The former program was put into effect shortly after I left SIT, and 

the latter was implemented two years later. 
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Program Assistant, The Center for Foreign Journalists, Reston, VA (1995) 

 

Acted as liaison on a part-time basis for three visiting Middle East journalists 

making site visits of major local and national media organizations, non-profit 

organizations, and federal agencies.  Provided explanations during visits, took care 

of contingencies, and wrote lengthy site visit report.  

   

Faculty Leader, Washington Center for Internships and Academic Seminars, 

Washington, D.C. (1995) 

 

Participated in Center-sponsored "Leadership 2000" seminar from January 2 - 14, 

1995.  Led sixteen undergraduate students majoring in secondary education on site 

visits to hear VIP’s discuss "leadership" as it relates to their respective professions.  

Organized daily discussion group meetings, counseled individual students regarding 

internship and career opportunities, and evaluated their oral participation and written 

assignments during the seminar. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Zdanovich, M., “Auctioning Recognition: Vanuatu’s Game of Raising the Stakes.” 

unpublished manuscript, November 2004. 

 

_____, ed., “Misawa Living,” Vol. 1, No. 1-4 (1 – 3/2002).  A monthly publication 

exploring Japanese cultural issues pertaining to northern Japan, and distributed to 

the U.S. military and local community residing in Misawa, Aomori prefecture, 

Japan.    

 

_____ "Western Samoa, 1995-96: The Political Year in Review," The 

Contemporary Pacific 9 (Spring 1997), 254-60.  

 

_____ "From Dependency to Sovereignty: Two Micronesian States Join the Global 

Community of Nations," published in both the EWC International Relations 

Program's Current Affairs Note, No.25 (October 1991) and Australian National 

University's Pacific Research 4 (November 1991), 10-12. 

 

_____ and Groves, S. Japanese Investment in Hawaii, a report sponsored and 

published by the Commission on U.S.-Japan Relations for the Twenty-First Century 

and the Asia Society (6/1990).   

 

Published Book Reviews 

 

Aid and Development in the South Pacific by Peter Bauer, Savenaca Sawatibau and 

Wolfgang Kasper in The Contemporary Pacific 5 (Spring 1993). 
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Micronesia: Decolonization and US Military Interests in the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands by Gary Smith in Pacific Research 5 (May 1992).  

PRESENTATIONS 

 

University of Maryland University College’s “Maryland Presents” presentation, 

“The Okinawan Diaspora During the Inter-War Years, 1914-1945” (6/2003) 

  

U.S. Army, Torii Base, Okinawa key-note address marking “Asian and Pacific 

American Heritage Month” (5/2003).  Received Group Commander, 10th Area 

Support Group award for excellence. 

 

Phi Delta Kappa-Okinawa Chapter Dinner Address: “Osama bin Ladin, the Taliban 

and the Future of Afghanistan” (10/2001) 

 

Okinawa Prefectural Government Translation Affairs Office: “The American 

Presidential Election System, 2000” (5/2000) 

 

Temple University Japan Faculty Presentation: "Japan and the Pacific Islands" 

(5/1991). 

 

Columbia University, East Asian Affairs Council Student Conference paper entitled 

"Japanese Investors and Golf Course Development Issues in Hawaii" (3/1990).             

      

University of Hawaii, School of Hawaiian, Asian and Pacific Studies Conferences: 

papers entitled "The Kuranari Doctrine and Japanese Foreign Policy toward the 

Pacific Region in the 1980s" (3/1990), and "Glasnost in the Pacific: The Soviet 

Union's Diplomatic Relations with the South Pacific Island Nations in the 1980s" 

(4/1989). 

 

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATIONS 

 

Northern Virginia Community College, Fairfax, VA –Completed coursework 

leading to a Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) certificate 

(8/2017). 

 

George Mason University, Herndon, VA - Completed coursework leading to a 

GMU Professional Certificate of Completion in Project Management (4/2014).  

 

American University, Washington, D.C. - Completed a three-month Blackboard 

training course enabling me to teach online distance education courses for American 

University (4/2008). 

 

Navy Federal Credit Union, Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan - Completed the 

following eLearning Courses: Check 21 and Navy Federal; Identity Theft: Part II; 

Identity Theft - Minimize the Risks; Payment Protection Plan Awareness; Field of 
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Membership, Rank and Rate; Information Security; Professionalism; Fundamentals 

of Management; Employment Law & Preventing Sexual Harassment.   

 

University of Maryland University College Asian Division, Okinawa, Japan –  

WebTycho-certification as a Distance Education (DE) instructor, July 2003.  

Previously taught upper-level government and Asian studies classes online for the 

UMUC Asian division (1998-2000). 

 

Peace Corps, Western Samoa - Completed 300-hour in-service training including 

Samoan language and culture, teacher training, and cross-cultural studies (11/1981-

1/1982) and an intensive intermediate Samoan language course mid-way through 

my service (5/1982). 

Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri - Graduate studies in education at, 

leading to teacher certification at the secondary level in social studies.  Received 

University College Dean's List honors (1981). Hold lifetime secondary level teacher 

certification in Missouri and Massachusetts (1981). 

 

HONORS & AWARDS  

 

U.S. Marine Corps War College, Marine Corps University Certificate of 

Appreciation, 28 March 2014 

Group Commander, 10th Area Support Group award for excellence, May 2003 

Graduate Fellow, International Economic and Politics Program, East-West Center, 

1988 – 1993 

Recipient, East-West Center Award for Doctoral Study, 1988 - 1993 

Inductee, Phi Beta Delta International Scholars Honor Society, 1991 

Columbia University International Fellows Program, 1987 – 1988 

Recipient, School of International Affairs Scholarship, 1987 

Research Institute on International Change Research Assistantship, 1987 

Washington University-University College Dean's List Scholar, 1981  

 

LANGUAGES    

 

Proficient in German, Japanese, Russian and Samoan at the intermediate level and 

Korean at the elementary level 

 

COMPUTER KNOWLEDGE  

 

Software:  Working knowledge of Windows 7 & 10, Linux, OS X, Ubuntu/Linux 

operating systems: MS Office applications including Word, Excel, and PowerPoint: 

distance education platforms: LEO, Blackboard, Defense Connect Online and Web 

Tycho; Lotus Notes and other IBM and Apple-based software applications. 

 

Hardware:  Skilled in upgrading, repairing, and maintaining PC-compatible and 

Apple computers and peripherals. 
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MEMBERSHIPS 

 

Beloit College Alumni Association 

Columbia University, School of International and Public Affairs Alumni 

Association 

  East-West Center Alumni Association 

  Foreign Service Officers Association 

  NAFSA-Association of International Educators   

  National Peace Corps Association 

Project Management Institute 


