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EDUCATION

Ph.D. in Conflict Analysis and Resolution





2007

School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution (Now Carter School)
George Mason University, Fairfax, VA, USA
Doctoral Dissertation: Community-based Warviews, Resiliency and Healing among the Internally Displaced Persons in Mindanao and the Karen Refugees on the Thai-Burmese border.
Master of Arts in Peace Studies







1997

Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary (AMBS)
Elkhart, IN, USA
Thesis: Partnership, What Do You Mean?” Do You Really Believe That We Can Be Partners? (Global organization/church partnership especially between developed and developing countries)

Bachelor of Theology, (Magna Cumlaude), 





1990

Divinity School, Silliman University

Dumaguete City, Philippines 

Non-Degree Certificate Program 



      Summers of 1999 and 2000

Summer Peacebuilding Institute

Eastern Mennonite University

Harrisonburg, VA


Conflict, Peacebuilding, and Organizational Development


Transforming Youth Violence in School and Community


Restorative Justice and Victim-Offender Conferencing


Trauma, Healing and Reconciliation


Religion: Source of Conflict, Resource for Peace


Philosophy and Praxis of Reconciliation

FIELDS OF SPECIALIZATION vis-à-vis RESEARCH INTERESTS
Facilitation and intercultural/interreligious dialogue; global education and cross-cultural experiential learning; conflict resolution/transformation, and peacebuilding; community-based trauma healing as a component in peace processes and community development (anthropological perspectives: local, regional and international levels); refugee and internal displacement; sustainability of indigenous communities in Southeast Asia; ecumenism, and spirituality; violence, trauma and victimization; intermediary roles and practice (multicultural setting); theology of struggle/people’s theology/liberation theology.
GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION AND PRACTICE
Asia-Pacific: Southeast and Northeast Asia, Melanesia, East and Central Africa, the Balkans
TEACHING

Term Associate Professor






2014 - present
School of Integrative Studies (formerly New Century College)
George Mason University

University Life Faculty Fellow



      Fall 2017 - present
Term Assistant Professor






2008 – 2014
New Century College 

George Mason University

GMU Faculty








2008 – present
Smithsonian-Mason School of Conservation
Recipient, GMU Teaching Excellence Award




2008
Adjunct faculty/Graduate Lecturer





2005-2008

New Century College, GMU

Graduate Teaching Assistant 






2003-2004
New Century College, GMU 

Faculty Director







2008-present

Global Education Program: Philippines (9 credits), Cambodia (3 credits),
Rwanda (3 credits), Center for Global Education, GMU

Program Instructor




       

      18-23 June 2005
National Peace Essay Awards Program 




       19-23 June 2004
       
Organized by the United States Institute of Peace 
Washington DC

Instructor

*Canadian School of Peacebuilding





2016

Teaching Psychosocial Trauma and Healing




Summer

Winnipeg, Manitoba

*Mindanao Peacebuilding Institute 





2000-2015
Teaching Trauma Healing and 






Summer

Reconciliation in Divided Communities

Davao, Philippines

*Summer Peacebuilding Institute





2001-2004, 

Teaching Trauma Awareness and Transformation



2011-2014
Eastern Mennonite University 






Summer
Harrisonburg, VA

*Northeast Asia Regional Peacebuilding Institute



2011- 2013
Teaching Trauma Awareness and Response




Summer
Seoul and DMZ, South Korea
RESEARCH/GRANTS
Completed/Ongoing
Principal Investigator with Anagha Sreevals (OSCAR student scholar). “Creating a Safe Space and Community for Formerly Displaced Mason Students.” Summer 2020

Principal Investigator. “Exploring Teaching Methodologies on Forgiveness and Reconciliation in Rwanda in the Aftermath of the 1994 Mass Genocide. Fall 2019. GMU Term Faculty Development Fund Award ($3,000).

Principal Investigator. “Prosecution and Conviction of Human Trafficking Cases in the Philippines.” July-August 2015. GMU Term Faculty Development Fund Award ($3,000).

Principal Investigator with Lela Ross (OSCAR student scholar). “Assessing the Conflict Resolution Skills of Elementary School Children in Fairfax County Public Elementary Schools,” GMU Undergraduate Research Scholars Program (URSP). Fall 2013.
Principal Investigator. “Return of Karen refugees to Burma given recent political reforms/changes that are happening in Burma (MaeLa camp along the Thai-Burmese border).” July-August 2013. GMU Term Faculty Development Fund Award ($3,000).

Academic program Co-Director (team project). “Study of the US Institutes for Student Leaders.”  Hosting 20 college students from Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela in July 2011. Funded by the US State Department through Phelps Stokes ($422,000).
Co-investigator, research project with Dr. Susan Allen Nan (S-CAR). “Peacebuilders in Southeast Asia and the Caucasus Describe Consciousness and Transformation.” Funded by the Center for Consciousness and Transformation, George Mason University ($30,000).
Principal Investigator. “Storytelling as a tool in reconstructing a collective narrative towards social identity. Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in the Philippines” 2010-2011 ($3000).
Principal Investigator. “Community-based Trauma Healing in Southeast Asia,” 2004-2007. Funded by the UCC Adrienne M. and Charles Shelby Rooks Fellowship ($35,000)
Principal Investigator. “Trauma and Healing Mechanisms Among Karen Refugees, Summer 2006. Funded by the American Service Friends Committee ($1,000).
Graduate Student Researcher. “Conflict Mapping of Southeast Asia,” Summer 2002 ($ 2,500).  Funded by the Southeast Asia Conflict Studies Network ($2,500).
Exploring and Implementing Mindanao Peacebuilding Institute (team project), Catholic Relief Services-Mindanao, Philippines, 1998-2000 ($100,000).

Research Projects (ongoing)
1. Teaching Methodologies on Forgiveness and Reconciliation in Rwanda.
2. Voluntary repatriation of Karen refugees back to Burma.
3. Prosecution and conviction of human trafficking cases in the Philippines.
4. Peacebuilding in Sri Lanka, post-conflict.
5. Mechanisms toward co-existence by reducing tension and violence against immigrants in
       Northern Virginia.
6. Comparative Study on the concepts of Trauma (North American/Western Europe) and Han (Korean context).
PUBLICATIONS

Book/Book Chapters

Fuertes, Al. 2010. "Peacebuilders in Southeast Asia Describe the Dynamic Interplay Between

Consciousness and Transformation Towards Effective Practice." Alternative Perspectives

in the Humanities and the Social Sciences. Ed. Otto F. von Feigenblatt. Journal of 

Alternative Perspectives in the Social Sciences, Inc., pp. 1-12.
Fuertes, Al. 2010. "Rethinking How We Channel Relief Assistance and Humanitarian Services 

to Refugees and Internally Displaced Communities in Southeast Asia." Development 

and Conflict in the 21st Century. Ed. Otto F. von Feigenblatt. Journal of Alternative 

Perspectives in the Social Sciences, Inc., pp. 4-26.

Fuertes, Al. 2008. Community-based Warviews, Resiliency and Healing. Germany: VDM 

Verlag Dr Mueller e.K.
Fuertes, Al and Victor Aguilan. 2001. A Module on Environmental Awareness in the field of (Christian) Ethics. Dumaguete, Philippines:The Center of Excellence on Coastal Resource Management, with assistance from USAID, Silliman University.

Fuertes, Al. 2001. “Campus Ministry in a Religious Pluralistic Society, Asian setting.” ACUCA EXCHANGE. Quezon City, Philippines: The Association of Christian Universities and Colleges in Asia,Vol. 10, No. 1.
Peer Reviewed Journal Articles

Fuertes, Al. 2016. "Karen Refugees Describe Peace within the Context of Displacement." Conflict Resolution Quarterly. Vol. 33, Issue 3, Spring, pp. 297-312.
Fuertes, Al and Wayland, Mary. 2015. “Cultivating Mindfulness through Meditation in a Classroom Setting from Students' Perspective.” Vol.7. http://journals.gmu.edu/ITLCP/article/view/632. DOI :http://dx.doi.org/10.13021/G8NK58. 
Fuertes, Al. 2015. Book Review of Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed. In Kinaadman (Wisdom), A Journal of Southern Philippines. Xavier University, Vol. 36, pp. 99-104.
Fuertes, Al. 2015. "Peacebuilders in Mindanao Describe Consciousness and Transformation Towards Effective Practice." Kinaadman (Wisdom), A Journal of Southern Philippines. Xavier University, Vol. 36, pp. 1-16.
Fuertes, Al . 2012, “Living in Harmony.” SangSaeng, Towards a Culture of Peace. Asia Pacific

Centre of Education for International Understanding under the auspices of UNESCO. (magazine)

Fuertes, Al B. 2012. “Transformative Impact of Storytelling in the Philippines.” Conflict

Resolution Quarterly, Volume 29 number 3 Spring.
Fuertes, Al B. 2010. “Birds Inside A Cage: Metaphor for Karen Refugees.” Social Alternatives.

First Quarter, Volume 29:1.

Fuertes, Al. 2007. “Descriptions of War and Healing by Karen Refugees on the Thai-Burmese border.” Taiwan International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 3, No. 2, pp. 201-218.

Fuertes, Al. 2006. “Experiences and Views on War: Voices from War-affected Communities.” Social Justice: Anthropology, Human Rights and Peace (6)1, pp. 134-148.

Fuertes, Al. 2004. “In Their Own Words: Contextualizing the Discourse of (War) Trauma and Healing.” Conflict Resolution Quarterly, Vol. 21, No. 4, Summer, pp. 491-501.

Fuertes, Al. 2000. “Globalization, the Scope and Demand of the 21st Century (Church) Mission,” Silliman Ministry Magazine. Dumaguete, Philippines: Divinity School, Silliman University, Issue No. 68, December.

Fuertes, Al. 1998.  “Hope In the Midst of Struggle,” The Mennonite, Vol. 1, No. 22, 28 July.

Fuertes, Al. 1992. “The Movement of Life in Defiance of Death,” Celebrating the Season of Promise, Quezon City, Philippines: The Education and Nurture Desk, UCCP.

COURSES DEVELOPED AND/OR TAUGHT AT

GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

CONF 695 Psychosocial Trauma and Healing (graduate course, 3 credits)

This course is designed to provide participants with a thorough overview of the complex issues of trauma and healing within socio-historical and cultural contexts.  Participants will explore the social-psychological-neurobiological-physical-spiritual processes of responding to deep personal loss, pain and suffering in settings of protracted, violent conflict, as well as examine recently developed approaches to the healing of individuals and communities as they move from violence or war to justpeace. Participants will explore the theoretical bases through narratives and case examples from a variety of international settings and engage in practical exercises to demonstrate approaches to trauma recovery. This course specifically aims to integrate trauma healing into the larger conflict resolution/transformation field, since unhealed trauma often continues the cycle of violence.  It is expected that participants will bring a general understanding of these issues and be prepared to address them theoretically and practically.  Learning process for this course involves a collaborative, interactive effort by the professor and participants through a format which includes lectures, hands-on activities, role-plays, dialogue, and circle processes.  

CONF 695 Praxis of Forgiveness and Reconciliation (graduate course, 3 credits)

In settings of protracted conflict and violence, even in cases of domestic abuse and turmoil where human relationships are torn apart and cultural formations destroyed, how do people: injured parties, wrongdoers, including bystanders who want to right the wrong and make amends by rebuilding communities and rehabilitate broken relationships and self/collective-identities approach the process of forgiveness and the possibility of reconciliation? 

What’s the correlation between forgiveness and reconciliation? Can forgiveness be imposed upon a community or an individual in pain? Is reconciliation possible without forgiveness? Can people forgive without having to reconcile? What does reconciliation require? Is there forgiveness in politics? These are some of the questions participants will address as they explore the praxis of forgiveness and reconciliation. The course will also discuss about the nature and dynamics of conflict affecting human relationships and tearing communities apart in the process. (Inter)Personal, national, and global cases will be explored as participants familiarize the psycho-emotional, religio-cultural, philosophical and political aspects and dynamics of forgiveness and reconciliation. The class will employ workshop style facilitation, lecturettes, individual and small group sharing and discussion, circle formations and rituals. It’s elicitive, engaging, interactive, and participatory. Competencies highlighted in this course include global understanding, critical and reflective thinking, group collaboration, communication (oral and written), and wellbeing.

GLOA 620 Human Systems (graduate course, 3 credits)

Examines the human dimensions relative to international educational systems and their relationship to basic education and higher education policy, research policy, science and technology, culture, language, social justice, equity, conflict and peace, human resources and national development.
INTS 417 Human Smuggling and Trafficking (6 credits, including Experiential Learning)
This course will explore the dynamic interplay between human smuggling and human trafficking as one of the fastest growing criminal enterprises in the world. Through weekly reading, discussion, presentation of domestic and international cases, advocacy, and research, students will learn and share with others the causes, effects, (the) push and pull factors, and the various forms/models of human smuggling/trafficking towards exploitation particularly of children, youth, men, and women. The course will take into consideration its global, transnational networking, and the implications of globalization on countries from around the world that serve as source, transit, and/or destination of smuggled and trafficked individuals and groups. Students will also study the role of the international community: government and non-government entities, regional organizations, and central governments in addressing the problem, including what students can do to help address said problem. Learning competencies highlighted in this course include: global understanding, critical thinking, well-being, communication, group collaboration, and civic engagement. 

INTS 475 Community Development and Fair Trade (3 credits, including Experiential Learning)
If community development embodies intentional collective actions designed to improve social, economic, physical, and environmental well-being, while preserving valuable aspects of the culture of the particular geographic area,* then how come several of mostly government and international non-government organization initiated and funded so called ‘development projects’ are met with skepticism, resistance, and protests by the very people they are trying to reach? What explains such a communal response? Where is the disconnect? What does sustainable development mean where people and the environment matter? What does it look like? What mechanisms are in place for such kind of development to take place?

On the other hand, how is Fair Trade both a manifestation of and a means in achieving sustainable development? In other words, how do we translate development into changing the ways global trade works, against the backdrop of conventional trade chains which have only fed growing inequality around the world, leaving farmers and workers marginalized,** and environment devastated and degraded? What are the different forms of fair trade? These are a few questions the class will attempt to address in this course. Through collective, group and individual discussions and presentations, site visits, and research, participants in this course will explore the correlation between sustainable community development and fair trade in terms of theories, principles, practice, and cases both local and global. They will discuss and find answers to challenges and problems nations and local communities face when it comes to sustainable development and proper implementation of fair trade. Competencies that this course highlights include: global understanding, critical and reflective thinking, communication (oral and written), cultural and aesthetic awareness, problem-solving, and well-being.
INTS 495 Immigration Issues in Northern Virginia (3 credits of Experiential Learning)

The portrait of (Northern) Virginia in terms of immigration issues and demographics is changing fast, creating more challenges that carry with them many opportunities at the same time. One of the most pressing issues that this course will address is the problem of wage theft that is, the illegal practice of employers not paying workers for all of their work (CCLJ). Students in this course will be divided into two teams based on their interest (and availability): outreach team and research team, respectively. The Outreach team will focus on interacting with day laborers, mainly in Centreville. They will reach out to small businesses, specifically those who cash checks in Centreville and Manassas. The objective is to refer these cases to the Centreville Commission for Labor Justice (CCLJ), spread the word out about the work that the CCLJ does to eliminate wage theft, and train workers and community members on how to use the Jornaler@ App (see below for details). The Research team will focus on interacting with restaurant and retail workers in Centreville. The objective is to gather data, through one-on-one or dyad, on working conditions of area restaurants and retail industry. They will also create a comprehensive report with data on the following: average pay or workers, working conditions, and individual worker stories for use in a community education campaign. This team will do outreach in specific restaurants and stores. The Centreville Commission for Labor Justice (CCLJ), which is a day laborer and volunteer led project running the campaign, I Dislike Wage Theft, will supervise course-registered Mason students. Students in this course will earn three (3) credits of experiential learning.
INTS 391 Introduction to Integrative Studies (3 credits)

This course is designed to familiarize student-participants new to the School of Integrative Studies (SIS) with the theory and practice of integrative learning as practiced in SIS. Both the curriculum and the teaching in the Integrative Studies degree program challenge everyone to learn and to think deeply about what, why, how and for what purposes one learns. This learning community will explore how SIS builds learning not around subjects or disciplines, but around a series of competencies, such as critical thinking, communication, group collaboration, civic engagement, digital literacy, and global understanding that nurture lifelong learning and prepare student-participants for living and working as active global citizens. They will explore the dynamics of active learning as well as group collaboration through specific lenses: international and community development, human rights/social justice, environmental and displacement issues.
Using active and group learning strategies and reflective practice, participants will strengthen skills for working collaboratively, and reflect on and integrate learning experiences in the past, the present, and the future. They will become familiar with experiential learning, self-assessment, including multiple ways of knowing, as well as their own learning style.
INTS 416 Refugee, Internal Displacement, and Statelessness (3 credits, including  Experiential Learning) 

The course provides students with deeper understanding about the complexity of refugee and internal displacement in terms of legal, socio-economic, political and cultural aspects. Causes of displacement and its impact on people and societies are explored. Students also study and reflect on the role local and national governments, non-government organizations (NGOs) as well as the international community play in addressing problems faced by refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), especially in terms of relief assistance and humanitarian services. Cases from various parts of the world, particularly Karen refugees and the IDPs in Mindanao are utilized as tools for learning. A 1-EL component with the day laborers in the northern VA area must be completed in order to pass the course. New Century College competencies covered in this learning community are communication, global understanding, critical thinking, problem solving, valuing, and group interaction.  

INTS 314 Conflict, Trauma and Healing (6 credits with 2 Experiential Leaning)

The course is designed to allow students to develop an appreciation of human resilience and acquire more coping mechanisms by gaining a broader knowledge and deeper understanding of the nature and dynamics of trauma and healing given the various forms of conflict and tragedy that are affecting individuals and societies around the world. Students investigate the difficulties people face in responding to deep personal and communal loss, pain, and suffering in settings of protracted, violent conflict such as war, school shootings, abuse, domestic violence, including natural disaster. They examine recently developed approaches, models, and best practices to individual and group healing. Case studies from a variety of personal, national, and international settings are examined. The course earns two (2) credits of experiential learning through community engagement and site visits. New Century College competencies covered in this learning community are communication, critical thinking, valuing, group interaction, global understanding, strategic problem solving, and effective citizenship. 
INTS 475 Forgiveness and Reconciliation in Divided Communities (3 credits)

The course explores the relationship between forgiveness and reconciliation, and asks the following questions: Is reconciliation possible without forgiveness and vice versa? What does reconciliation require? What about forgiveness? The course also addresses the root causes of conflict creating hostilities, affecting human relationships and tearing communities apart in the process. Students explore the psycho-emotional, religio-cultural, philosophical and political aspects of forgiveness and reconciliation, ranging from personal, interpersonal, national and international levels, respectively. NCC competencies covered in this learning community include communication, group Interaction, valuing, problem solving, critical thinking and global understanding and effective citizenship.

INTS 315 Spirituality and Conflict Transformation (6-credits with 2 Experiential Learning)

Spirituality has been very influential in the resolution and transformation of international, intergroup and interpersonal conflict. This course examines the dimensions of spirituality as they relate to a range of activities, including peacemaking efforts in large scale conflicts, conflicts within faith communities, interpersonal disputes. Experiential learning will be emphasized as the class explores approaches for spiritually- informed resolution including therapeutic touch; movement, sculpting, roleplay; earth-centered spiritual traditions; myths, metaphor, and ritual; and dialogue. This course is of interest to students who have an interest in conflict resolution and transformation, mediation, negotiation, peacemaking, spirituality, gender issues, ethics, intercultural communication, worldviews, and communication. 

INTS 305 Conflict Resolution and Transformation (6 credits)

The course gives students an introduction to the field of conflict analysis, resolution and transformation and is intended to provide a solid foundation for further inquiry and application. 

It includes understanding the root causes of conflicts, its attributes and its dynamics. The course provides students the theories, models and conceptual frameworks required for a holistic understanding of conflicts, familiarize them with various interventions and the skills and tools, and help them recognize the assumptions upon which these tools rest.  Importantly, the course connects theory to practice through discussion, research and case study review of real events and interventions. New Century College competencies covered in this learning community are communication, critical thinking, problem solving, valuing, and group interaction.  

INTS 491 Senior Capstone (3 credits)

This learning community is designed to give students the opportunity to reflect on where they have been and where they are going.  It is a stasis point – a place where they can stop to reflect and to plan for the next chapter in their life’s story.  There are three major goals for this learning community.  First, to facilitate work on their final graduation portfolio – the last major requirement needed to graduate with an Integrative Studies degree from New Century College. Another goal for this class is to help students connect their Integrative Studies concentration with future life goals and challenges, thinking about how this degree prepares them for work or further study after graduation. A final goal is to build their capacity to communicate through an oral senior exposition that creatively presents some aspect of their college learning. 

INTS 101 Narratives of Identity (6 credits) NCC Cornerstones Program

The course explores the concept of identity through the study of literature and oral communication. It introduces aesthetic, cultural, and historical aspects of these forms of communication as well as their psychological, political, and practical significance, with special emphasis on the role of communication in a free society. The course fulfills the general education requirements in oral communication and literature.

INTS 395, CONF 385/399/695, GEOG 303/333/503/533, GLOA 490 Philippines: Grassroots Peacebuilding, Environmental Issues and Culture (9 credits)

Students will spend the 2nd week at the Mindanao Peacebuilding Institute (MPI) in Davao where they take courses in grassroots peacebuilding and community development, with  participants and field practitioners from all over the world. Students will visit NGOs that work with human rights, performing arts, peace and justice efforts and advocacy, and get oriented with various community-based programs. They will meet with local people, victims and survivors of human rights violations and learn from their stories and experiences, including how they manage to move on with their lives. The trip will also expose students to the dynamic interplay between human population and environmental issues. They will have opportunity to meet with local government and community leaders and discuss policies and programs designed to promote and advance environmental awareness. Students will integrate/immerse themselves in the cultures of people in various local communities that they visit. Part of the goal is learning other people's ways of life and peace efforts/initiatives, enhancing in the process students' human interaction and communication skills, as well as their sense of global understanding as a whole

INTS 395, CONF 385/399/695, GEOG 303/333/503/533, GLOA 490 Cambodia: Community 

Development, Environmental Sustainability, & Spirituality (3 credits)

In this course, students will participate in an intensive peacebuilding project in partnership with the Spirit in Education Movement (SEM). The entire experiential learning will grant students unique access to the red light and slum areas in Phnom Penh where human trafficking is a serious issue. Students will also be exposed to the dynamic interplay between human population and environmental issues. They will have opportunity to meet with local government and community leaders and discuss policies and programs designed to promote and advance environmental awareness and sustainability. Three major components that comprise the environmental aspect of the program include: Self Reliance, Agricultural Sustainability, and Youth working on the environment. Sessions on Cambodian history, culture, politics and governance will be conducted during the entire trip. The program concludes in Angkor Wat, a gorgeous 12th century temple built in the high classical style of Khmer architecture. New Century College competences that are being highlighted in this course are the following: communication, critical thinking, problem solving, valuing, group interaction, global understanding, and effective citizenship.

NCLC 410 Human Dimensions in Conservation (3 credits)
The course provides students with essential sociological and societal perspectives on conservation issues including human wildlife interactions, environmental economics, public policy, environmental values and public opinion, ecological grief, community-based conflict resolution and conservation ethics. Practical exercises include formal debates, discussion groups and workshops as well as directed writings and exams.

INTS 202 Public Speaking and Critical Thinking (4credits)

The course is designed to provide an introduction to public speaking and critical thinking skills, where students are empowered to create and present effective speeches, adapt messages to specific audiences, and evaluate and critique messages produced by others (e.g. new stories, classmates, political candidates, advertisements, commercials). Students are expected to construct several different types of speeches (e.g. informative, persuasive, and ceremonial); conduct solid research to support, organize, and defend their main ideas effectively; develop thoughtful and constructive critiques to the assumptions, ideas, and research used in their own speeches as well as the speeches of others; enhance their written and oral communication skills, and strengthen their working knowledge of NCC competencies including communication (writing assignments, speeches, class discussions), critical thinking (analysis of the rhetorical strategies used in speeches, evaluation of experiential learning opportunities), and valuing (appreciation of the ethical dimensions and multiple perspectives inherent in public speaking). 

INTS 110 Community of Learners (8 credits) – This course is no longer offered.

The themes for Unit I are Sense of Self, Ways of Learning and Knowing, and Higher Education. These themes provide the focus for the reading, writing, discussion, and questioning in seminar sessions. In the afternoon classes, much of the work develops the skills needed for a successful academic career and professional life. These skills include collaboration, information technology, problem solving, analytical reasoning, communication skills, and ways of learning.The three main goals of Unit I are to develop academic ways of thinking, or habits of mind; to learn skills for working together; and to assist students with the transition to college life.

NCLC 140 The Self as Citizen (8 credits) – This course is no longer offered.

Unit Four asks students to reconsider this sense of self in relationship to governance.  The course is particularly interested in exploring the ideas, values, principles, and practices that have been, are, or should be most influential in guiding the establishment and enforcement of rules for living together as a community, while still respecting and adhering to our sense of self.  

MCCS 0300 Effective Leadership and Communication (Smithsonian-Mason Global Conservation Studies Program)

This intensive non-credit course provides the unique opportunity for those in the field of conservation to develop the leadership and communication knowledge, skills, understanding and capacities of environmental leaders, decision makers, and business executives so critical to success today. The eleven-day program taught by leading practitioners, educators, and researchers in the conservation field is held at the Smithsonian’s Conservation and Research Center (CRC) in beautiful Front Royal, Virginia. Participants identify what leadership means to them and gain a global perspective from other students, reflect on the importance of teamwork, conflict resolution and negotiation through discussion, group exercises and a mock conflict simulation, acquire a tool box of skills and techniques that they will apply in the course to analyze and address conservation problems. 

OTHER COURSES DEVELOPED AND/OR TAUGHT
OUTSIDE GMU

Psychosocial Trauma and Healing (3 graduate/undergraduate credits and for training)

Canadian School of Peacebuilding (CSOP) 
Canadian Mennonite University

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Psychosocial Trauma and Healing (3 graduate credits)

Silliman University

Dumaguete City, Philippines

Understanding Psychosocial Trauma and Healing (3 graduate credits and for training)
Intermediary Roles and Practice 1 (3 graduate credits)
Summer Peacebuilding Institute (SPI)

Eastern Mennonite University
Harrisonburg, VA

Group Therapy (3 credits), 

Trauma Healing and Resiliency: Peace-ing” the Self and Community Together After Conflict (3 graduate credits and for training credits)
Silliman University
Dumaguete City, Philippines 

Christian Education and Communication (3 graduate credits)
Ministry to Various Age Groups (3 graduate credits) 
Divinity School, Silliman University
Dumaguete City, Philippines
HONORS/AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIPS
Recipient, 2020 Inspiration Award by the Centreville Immigration Forum (CIF).


In recognition of my contributions and service to the community.

Faculty Adviser/Principal Investigator of OSCAR recipient, Anagha Sreevals. “Creating a Safe Space and Community for Formerly Displaced Mason Students, Summer 2020.

Recipient, Global Peacebuilder Award (2019) from the Daniel Fissell Music Foundation, Fairfax, VA. 

In recognition of work in peacebuilding and conflict transformation vis-a-vis psychosocial trauma healing in various countries around the world, esp. in places that are affected by conflict, armed struggle, and natural disaster.
Recipient, Alumni Ministry and Service Recognition for 2019. Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary (AMBS).
      In recognition of work for peace and justice in communities that have experienced devastating 
      conflict.
Received the 2019 Outstanding Sillimanian Award in the field of Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding by Silliman University, Philippines. 

In recognition of practical expertise and work in conflict areas in the Balkans, East and Central Africa, all over Asia, North America, and Melanesia.
Top cited article in Conflict Resolution Quarterly (CRQ) in 2017: 
Fuertes, Al. Karen Refugees Describe Peace within the Context of Displacement, Volume 33, Issue 3, Spring 2016, Pages: 297–312.
<http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/d…/10.1002/crq.21158/abstract>
University Life Faculty Fellow, George Mason University, Fall 2017-2018, 2018-2019, 2019-2020.
Recipient, 2015 Spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Award, George Mason University.

Recipient, College of Humanities and Social Sciences Faculty Award ($3000), George Mason

University. Fall 2013, Fall 2015, Fall 2019.

Recipient, 2014 OSCAR Students as Scholars Mentoring Excellence Award, George Mason

University.

Recipient, College of Humanities and Social Sciences Faculty Award ($3000), George Mason

University. Spring 2013.

Outstanding performance in the general education course for Fall 2010 – 2018 by unusually high 
Student course evaluation ratings (at or above 4.75 on question, “My overall rating of the 

teaching). Office of the Provost, George Mason University.

Recipient, 2008 GMU Teaching Excellence Award ($4000).

Recipient, Adrienne M. and Charles Shelby Rooks Fellowship (Local Church Ministries, UCC)

2002 - 2007.

Recipient, James Laue Memorial Scholarship for 2005-2006. Awarded by the Institute for 
Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University.

Graduate Teaching Assistantship (GTA) with tuition waivers, New Century College, George 

Mason University, Fairfax, VA 22030, Fall 2003 - 2005.

Graduate Research Assistantship (GRA) with tuition waivers, Doctoral Studies, Institute for 

Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA, 2001 – 2003.

Recipient, Richard and Helen Brown Endowment for Pastoral Scholarships (UCC), 2002.

Recipient, Research Grant, “Conflict Mapping of Southeast Asia.” University Sains Malaysia,

Penang, Malaysia, July – August 2002. Funded by the Southeast Asia Conflict Studies Network,

SEACSN.

Recipient, AT&T Asia-Pacific Leadership Award 2001. One of the 30 awardees out of 1000 

applicants and 75 finalists from all over Asia and the Pacific. 

Full Scholarship, MA in Peace Studies, Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, IN, 

1995-1997 by the Mennonite Central Committee.

Graduated Magna Cumlaude, Bachelor of Theology, Silliman University, Dumaguete City, 

Philippines, 1990.

Philippine representative to the 1990-1991 International Visitors Exchange Program in North America. Organized and sponsored by the Mennonite Central Committee.

Most Outstanding Student of Silliman University,1989-90.

One of the Ten Most Outstanding Students of Negros Oriental (1990). Organized by the Young Men Christian Association.
Recipient, Leadership Award, Silliman University, 1987-88.

GUEST EDITOR OF ACADEMIC JOURNAL/REVIEWER OF MANUSCRIPTS FOR PUBLICATION IN PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS
Guest Editor of the Special Issue, “Anti-human Trafficking, Interfaith, and Spirituality.” RELIGIONS Journal. (ISSN 2077-1444). Fall 2020 – ongoing.

Reviewer. Manuscript entitled, “The Ambiguity of Environmental Disasters?” Journal of
Environmental Studies and Sciences. Springer. Summer 2020.
Reviewer. Manuscript entitled, “Grassroots Post-Conflict Peacebuilding: A Case Study of Mosintuwu’s Women School in Poso Regency, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia” for a book chapter The Anthropocene: Politik – Economics – Society – Science (APESS). Fall 2019.
Reviewer, Manuscript ID JAS-17-0180 entitled "The State, Ethnic Community, and Refugee Resettlement in Japan" for Journal of Asian and African Studies. Fall 2017.
Guest Editor of the Special Issue, “Peace Amidst Diversity,” Kinaadman (Wisdom), A Journal of the Southern Philippines, Vol. 36. Xavier University – Ateneo de Cagayan. 2015.
Editorial Board. The EUrASEANs. International College Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University, Bangkok, Thailand. 2009-2010, 2016-2017.

Editorial Advisory Board. Urbanization and Migration as Factors Affecting Global Economic Development. Ed. Denis Ushakov. PA: Information Science Reference (An imprint of IGI Global 

USA). 2015- 2018.

PAPER PRESENTATIONS at International Conferences
Fuertes, Al B. Narratives (lived stories) of Karen Refugees along the Thai-Burmese

Border Reveal Psychosocial Trauma. Second International Conference on Trauma, Memory, and Healing in the Balkans and Beyond. Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina. 12-14 July 2016.
Fuertes, Al B. and Lela Ross. Assessing the Conflict Resolution Skills of School Children in Northern Virginia. The 2014 International Peace Research Association Conference, Istanbul, Turkey, 10-14 August.
Fuertes, Al B. Storytelling Reveals What Peacebuilding Entails: The Case of Karen Refugees. The 2014 International Peace Research Association Conference, Istanbul, Turkey, 10-14 August. 
Fuertes, Al B. (3 papers)  a. Peacebuilders in Southeast Asia Describe the Dynamic Interplay Between Consciousness and Transformation Towards Effective Practice; b. A Better Community: The Tamils in Northern Sri Lanka; c. Transformative Impact of Storytelling: Healing and Reconciliation. The 2012 International Peace Research Association Conference. Tsu City, Japan, 24-28 November. 
Fuertes, Al B.  (2 papers) a. Storytelling and Transformation;  b. Contextualizing Trauma and Healing. The International Conference on Restorative Justice, Human Rights, and Peace Education. Taipei and Tainan, Taiwan, 5-9 March 2012.
Fuertes, Al B. Trauma Narratives and Storytelling. 2011 International NGOs Conference on History and Peace. Yonsei University, Seoul, South Korea, 18-22 August 2011.

Fuertes, Al B. (2 Papers). a. Rethinking How We Channel Relief Assistance and Humanitarian

Services to Refugees and Internally Displaced Communities in Southeast Asia; b. Peacebuilders

in Southeast Asia Describe the Dynamic Interplay between Best Practice and Consciousness

Towards Social Transformation.  International Conference of Alternative Perspectives in the

Humanities and the Social Sciences: Development and Conflict. Kanchanaburi, Thailand, 1-5

October 2010.
Fuertes, Al B. (2 Papers). a. Birds Inside a Cage: Metaphor for Karen Refugees and Storytelling, A Tool in Conflict Transformation; b. Storytelling, A Tool in Conflict Transformation. Asia Pacific Peace Research Association (APPRA) Conference, Hualien, Taiwan. 9-13 September 2009.
Fuertes, Al B. Storytelling, A Tool in Conflict Transformation. Asia Pacific Peace Research Association (APPRA) Conference, Hualien, Taiwan. 9-13 September 2009.
Fuertes, Al B. Storytelling as a Tool for Healing. Paper accepted at the 2008 International Peace Research Association (IPRA) Conference in Leuven, Belgium, 2008.
Fuertes, Al B. (2 Papers). a. Challenges and Considerations in Establishing a Context-based Peace Education Program; b. Violence and Prospects for Collective Healing: Community-based Warviews and Resiliency among Karen Refugees.  International Peace Research Association (IPRA) Conference, University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 29 June – 3 July 2006.
Fuertes, Al B. In Their Own Words: Contextualizing the Discourse of (War) Trauma and Healing. Paper accepted for presentation at the 2004 International Peace Research Association (IPRA) Conference in Budapest, Hungary, 2004.

Fuertes, Al B. Finding Beauty in the Ashes: Trauma Healing in Mindanao, Philippines. The 7th International Symposium on the Contributions of Psychology to Peace. Ateneo de Manila University, Manila, Philippines. July 2001.

Panelist/Discussant
Trauma Narratives and Storytelling. 2011 International NGOs Conference on History and Peace. Yonsei University, Seoul, South Korea, 18-22 August 2011.

Developing Global Citizenship: Best Practices, Pitfalls and the Art of the Rubric. The 96th Annual Meeting of the Association of American Colleges and Universities, Washington DC, 20-13 January 2010.

Current Developments in International Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution Programs. The National Conference on Current Trends in Conflict Resolution in Higher Education, Martin’s Crosswinds, Greenbelt, Maryland, USA, 10-11 November 2003.

Diversity in a Multicultural Society, Asian American Panel Discussion, Catholic University of America, Washington DC, 28 July 2003.

Art Exhibition

Images from the Philippines (with GMU students who spent a summer abroad in the Philippines through the Center for Global Education, GMU), Mason Hall Atrium, 24-28 November 2008.

Art Exhibition on Peace and Justice. Week of Peace Celebration, Zamboanga City, Mindanao, Philippines, Summer 1999.

A one-man art exhibit on Stories of Struggle… of peace and conflict transformation from a Third World perspective at Goshen College, Indiana, USA; Olivet Congregational Church, Olivet, Michigan, USA and the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, Indiana, USA, 1996 and 1997.
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
(international and national)
Board of Directors. Educators’ Institute for Human Rights. Spring 2020 –

www.eihr.org.
Advisory Board. Mason DREAMers. Fall 2019 – present.

Advisory Board. Kindness Sharing Project. 2018 – present.

https://kindnesssharing.org/
Scientific Committee, International Peace Research Association Conference, Sierra Leone, 2016- 2017.

Scientific Board and Partners. CtP: Conference, Trauma and Memory (The Balkans and Beyond), 2015 – 2017.

Member/Reviewer. Technical Committee of the 2016 5th International Conference on Social Science and Humanity (ICSSH 2016), Japan. 

Key Personnel. Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center (TraCCC). George Mason University, 2015-2019.
Guest Editor. Kinaadman Publication. Xavier University, Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines, Vol. 26 and 27.
Board of Directors. International Peace Research Association Foundation (IPRAF), 2006-2016. 
Convenor, Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding Commission, International Peace Research Association (IPRA), 2010-present.
Chair, Small Research Grants. International Peace Research Association Foundation, 2008 -2013.
President, Daniel Fissell Music Foundation, 2010- present.
Member

      Association of Conflict Resolution, 2012.

Association of American Colleges and Universities, 2009 – present.

Asia Pacific Peace Research Association (APPRA), 2006-present.
Peace and Justice Studies Association (PJSA), 2007-present

Potomac Association, United Church of Christ (UCC), 2009 – present.
Psychologists for Social Responsibility (US), based in Washington DC, 2002- present
WITH THE MEDIA

Featured (Live TV Interview). “Al Fuertes on Combat Human Trafficking,” CGTN America in Washington DC. 27 October 2019. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yavTpiMyILE
Top Cited Article in Conflict Resolution Quarterly 2017: Fuertes, Al B.  2016, "Karen Refugees Describe Peace within the Context of Displacement." Volume 33, Issue 3, Spring 2016, Pages: 297–312
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/d…/10.1002/crq.21158/abstract
Featured (Podcast). “Healing Displacement.” With Good Reason, Virginia Humanities. Spring 2019.

https://twitter.com/goodreasonradio/status/1164241810576859142
Featured (Podcast). “One Man’s Story of War and Peace.” Pushing the Parameter. The Clearing, Washington DC. Released in August 2017. <http://theclearing.com/one-mans-story-war-peace/>
Featured (Live TV Interview), “The Problem of Sex Trafficking,” CCTV America in Washington DC. 30 October 2015.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_DqTKiVRXY&t=5s
Featured. “Labor in Curriculum.” George Mason University’s Global Citizenship Report; United Nations Global Compact Communication on Progress. 1 July 2013, p. 12.

RESOURCE PERSON/TRAINER/WORKSHOP FACILITATOR (FIELD PRACTICE)
I. INTERNATIONAL
** A Series of National Webinars on Mental Health Care
        August – September 2020

     Organized by the United Church Workers Organization (UCWO)

     in the Philippines 

Participants: National level church workers and leaders of the UCCP

** International Leadership Workshop on Gender Justice
             Yogyakarta, Indonesia

     Organized by the United Evangelical Mission in Germany
          
September 22-29, 2019
Participants: Church and religious leaders from Asian, Europe, and

Africa.

**Psychosocial Trauma Processing



          Iligan, Philippines
     Organized by Dansalan College.



          August 10-13, 2018

Participants: Faculty/staff, students, and community representatives who have

been held hostage during the recent Marawi siege.

** Surigao District and Dinagat Conference, United Church of           Surigao City, Philippines
    Christ in the Philippines (UCCP)



          April 9-14, 2018

Participants: Church workers and community representatives of Surigao

Del Norte and Dinagat Island.

** International Symposium: Healing and Counseling Through
Kigali/Lake Kivu,     

     the Arts. Organized by United Evangelical Mission (UEM).

Rwanda

     








November 19-24, 2017

Participants: Community leaders and professionals from all over the world.

**Trauma Healing and Organizational Leadership, Organized

Wuppertal, Germany

     by United Evangelical Mission (UEM).



October 17-22, 2017
Participants: Women church and community leaders from all over the world.

**Trauma Healing and Displacement, Summer Institute of 
Sarajevo, Bosnia 

Peacebuilding. Organized by the Catholic Relief Services, Inc 
Herzegovina
    








June 3-10, 2017

Participants: Staff, workers, and personnel of CRS all over the world.
** Understanding Injured Party-Wrongdoer Framework: Trauma,
  Cebu City, Philippines
     Resiliency, and Healing





  August 3, 2017

Participants: Faculty, graduate/undergraduate students in Clinical Psychology and

Guidance Counseling of the University of San Carlos.
* *Women, Ancestry and Heritage (WAH): Oral History Methodology (II)    Yangon, Burma

     October 3-5, 2016       

                                                                                                                           October 21-24, 2015

                                                                                                                           October 7-10, 2014
Participants: Historians and Anthropologists in Burma. Organized by University of  Oxford, George Mason University, University of Yangon, UNESCO-Myanmar, and SEAMEO.
** Psychosocial Trauma Healing




    Winnipeg, Canada










     June 20-24, 2016

Participants: Practitioners, scholars, professionals, students from all over the world attending the 

Canadian School of Peacebuilding. Canadian Mennonite University.
**Psychosocial Trauma and Healing Training of Trainers
                   Butare, Rwanda









                   August 17-21, 2015

Participants: Church and community women leaders from Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Organized by the United Evangelical Mission based in Germany in coordination with the Anglican Church of Rwanda.

**Human Trafficking: Global and Domestic Perspectives/Cases
      Manila, Philippines









                   August 6-7, 2015

Participants: Muslim and government leaders of the Philippines. Organized by KaSaMa and the Philippines Center for Islam and Democracy (PCID), in coordination with the Government Services Insurance System (GSIS).

**Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding in Schools and 
           Surigao City, Philippines

    Classroom Setting





           July 13-15, 2015

Participants: One hundred school principals, supervisors, superintendents/administrators of the Surigao City Schools Division. Organized by the Department of Education (City Division)

**Trauma Healing and Reconciliation in Divided Societies. 
     
Davao, Philippines



                          





Summer 2000 - present

Participants: International peacebuilders, religious/government/military leaders, community development workers, teachers, scholars. Organized by the Mindanao Peacebuilding Institute (MPI).
**Women, Ancestry and Heritage (WAH): Oral History Methodology (I)        Yangon, Burma










          October 5-7, 2014

Participants: Historians and Anthropologists in Burma. Organized by University of Oxford, George Mason University, University of Yangon, UNESCO-Myanmar, and SEAMEO.
**Psychosocial Trauma:  Awareness and Response


Nanjing, China










August 14-22, 2014

Participants: Peacebuilders, NGO workers, scholars, community development workers from all over Northeast Asia.  Organized by the Northeast Asia Regional Peacebuilding Institute (NARPI)

**Trauma Healing and Resiliency




Davao City, Philippines










July 15-19, 2014
Participants: NGO development workers (Christian, indigenous and Muslim groups). Organized and funded by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development

**Understanding Psychosocial Trauma



Harrisonburg, VA










Summer 2012-2014

Participants: Scholars/academicians, practitioners, government and community leaders, NGO workers from all over the world. Organized by the Summer Peacebuilding Institute (SPI),

Eastern Mennonite University (EMU), Harrisonburg, VA
** Symposium on Trauma Healing




Nairobi, Kenya










February 12-16, 2014

Participants: Practitioners, scholars, and community leaders from Central and Eastern Africa. Organized by the Coalition for Peace in Africa (COPA) and USAID

**Capacitating Government on DDR – Healing and 


Ortigas, Philippines
Reconciliation Seminar Workshop




November 10-11, 2013

Participants: National level government units, including representatives from the Bangsamoro/ ARMM. Organized by the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP)

**Psychosocial Trauma, Healing and Reconciliation

Asian Institute of Management

Training of Trainers

Philippines, November 13-15, 
2013

Participants: NGOs and LGUs in the Philippines. Organized by SPARK Philippines, Inc.
**Gender, Healing, and Wholeness



           Davao City, Philippines

                                                                                                                    November 4-9, 2013     

           July 30 – August 3, 2012

Participants: Women community and faith-based organization leaders from Europe, Africa, South and Southeast Asia. Organized by the United Evangelical Mission based in Germany.

**Mental Health and Psychosocial Program



Colombo and Northern 









Sri Lanka










July 15-25, 2012
Participants: World Vision-Lanka staff and community health care providers. Organized by World Vision-Sri Lanka

**Trauma, Trauma Healing, and Transformation


Phnom Penh, Cambodia










March 12-17, 2012

Participants: International field practitioners and graduate students in Applied Conflict Transformation program. Organized by the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies (CPCS).
**Trauma Healing






Taipei, Taiwan










March 8, 2012

Participants: Community leaders, NGO workers, religious leaders, representatives of indigenous communities in Taiwan.
**Trauma Healing






Taipei, Taiwan










March 7, 2012

Participants: Multi-sectoral representatives, academicians, religious leaders, indigenous community representatives. Organized by and held in Chang Jung Christian University, Taipe, Taiwan.
**Trauma Healing and Peacebuilding




Phnom Penh, Cambodia










November 21-23, 2011

Participants: Graduate students of the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies, and field practitioners, Cambodia. Organized by the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies (CPCS).
**Trauma Healing and Social Reconciliation



 Nairobi, Kenya

Venue: Capacities for Peace | PACT Kenya | Peace II

              Jan. 28 – Feb. 5, 2011
Participants: Community, government leaders and International NGO workers from Somalia, Uganda, Kenya. Organized by Peace in East and Central Africa (Peace II) Pact Inc; funded by USAID.
**Trauma Healing 




 
   Seoul, South Korea

Venue: Korea Anabaptist Center





   August 4-5, 2010

Participants: Program Officers, Directors of different Non-government organizations, teachers from different schools and universities in Seoul. Organized by Korea Anabaptist Center (KAC).

**Trauma Healing: Its Academic Relevance


      
Seoul, South Korea

Venue: Yonsei University





August 2, 2010. 
Participants: Professors and graduate students of Yonsei University. Organized by the Anthropology and Education Department, Yonsei University.
**Consciousness and Transformation: Peacebuilders in Mindanao
    Davao Philippines

Venue: Mindanao Training Resource Center



    January 7-10, 2010

Participants: Peacebuilders from war-affected areas in Mindanao, Philippines. Funded by the Center for Consciousness and Transformation, George Mason University.

**Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding


     
 Yogyakarta, Indonesia









 August 4-18, 2008 
Participants: Teachers, NGO workers, religious leaders and representatives, graduate students. Organized by the Peace Center, Duta Wacana Christian University (DWCU).
**Community-based Trauma Healing and Conflict Transformation       Honiara, Solomon 
              Islands









              March 16-28, 2007
Participants: Melanesian Brotherhood at Tabalia on West Guadalcanal and Sisters of the Church at TNK on North Guadalcanal, clergies from Four Religious Orders of the Church of Melanesia.  Sponsored by the World Council of Churches, Asia Pacific. 
**Post-Disaster Reconstruction and Community-based Trauma  Healing      Tokyo, Japan

                 December 8-10, 2006

Participants: Program coordinators and directors/consultants and community workers of various national and international NGO’s based in Tokyo, Japan. Funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan; organized by Japan NGO Network for Education (JNNE).
**Community-based-based Trauma Healing



Dumaguete, Philippines










May 28-29, 2006

Participants: Faculty members of Silliman University, government and non-government workers. Organized by Justice and Peace Center, Silliman University.
**Community-based Collective Trauma Healing and Peacebuilding        Banda Aceh, Nias, 










  Yogyakarta, Indonesia 
  January 2-14, 2006

Participants: Counselors, psychologists and teachers working with victims and survivors of the tsunami and earthquake in Banda Aceh and Nias, Indonesia.

**Community-based Trauma Healing, Critical Incident Defusing and 
  Davao, Philippines

Critical Incident Stress Debriefing




  May 17-23,  2005

Participants: International peacebuilders, religious/government/military leaders, community development workers, teachers, scholars. Sponsored by the Catholic Relief Services, Mennonite Central Committee and CAFFOD through the Mindanao Peacebuilding Institute (MPI).

**Nature and Dynamics of Collective Trauma Healing


  Bangkok, Thailand









  March 30, 2005

Participants: Program and community development workers, local trainers of Sikkha Asia Foundation. Organized by Sikkha Asia Foundation.
**Psychosocial Debriefing and Processing



  Chiang Mai, Thailand









  March  22-27, 2005

Participants: Faculty, staff and students from various ethnic groups in Burma, Thailand and India who just finished their internships from mostly conflict-affected areas. Organized by Earth Rights School.
**Community-based Trauma Healing




     Mae Sot, Thailand










     March 15-19, 2005

Participants: Community leaders, trainers and program workers associated with Karen Women’s Organization (KWO) and Shanti Volunteer Association (SVA), NGO workers on the Thai-Burmese border.

**Critical Incident Defusing, Critical Incident Stress Debriefing and 
   Davao, Philippines
Community-based Trauma Healing                                                             December 13-17, 2004 

Participants: Community program/development workers, peace advocates, NGO leaders and facilitators all over Mindanao that are partner organizations with the Catholic Relief Services – Mindanao. Organized by the Catholic Relief Services (CRS)-Mindanao.
**Trauma Healing
 





Dumaguete, Philippines









July 15-18; 20-22, 2004 

Participants: Faculty members and staff of Silliman University. Organized by the Justice and Peace Center, Silliman University.
**Trauma Healing 





                Seoul, South Korea








                June 10-17, 2004
Participants: Teachers, religious and community development workers, NGO leaders working on the demilitarized zone between North and South Korea. Organized by Korean Anabaptist Center (KAC).

**Understanding Traumatized Societies



   Davao, Philippines










   May 30 - June 4, 2004 Participants: International peacebuilders and activists, NGO and community development workers, government and religious leaders, academicians, youth leaders, trainers and facilitators. Sponsored by the Catholic Relief Services, Mennonite Central Committee and CAFFOD.
**Conflict Transformation through the Lens of Trauma Healing and 
   Chiangmai, Thailand
Conflict Mapping






   May 24-26, 2004
Participants: Faculty and staff of EarthRights International School. Organized by Earth Rights International School.

**Community Trauma Healing and Community Rebuilding

    Suva, Fiji Islands










    December 2-19, 2003 

Participants: A national level workshop attended by military officials, government and religious leaders,  teachers, youth and students leaders, NGO and community development workers, counselors, psychologists from all over Melanesia region: Solomon Islands, Fiji Islands,Tonga, Bougainville, including a representative of Caritas Int’l., based in New Zealand. Organized and sponsored by the Ecumenical Centre for Research Education and Advocacy (ECREA).

**Community-based Trauma Healing 



            Thai-Burmese border

Venue: Karen Refugee Camp




            Feb. 21 – March 6, 2003
Participants: Local-based Karen trainors, teachers and community health workers. Sponsored by

the Shanti Volunteer Association (SVA) and the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)

based in San Francisco, California.

**Campus Ministry Enrichment 




 Baguio, Philippines









              April 12-15, 2001

Participants: Campus chaplains, teachers, school administrators all over the country. Organized and sponsored by the Association of Christian Schools, Colleges and Universities (ACSCU), Philippines.
*Mission and Evangelism





   Leyte, Philippines











   May 10-14, 2001

Participants: Members of the National Youth Christian Fellowship of the United Church of Christ 

in the Philippines. Organized by the National Christian Youth Fellowship (NCYF-UCCP),

Philippines. 
*Identity-based Conflict: Race and Ethnicity 



    Davao, Philippines









                 May 15-20, 2001

Participants: International peacebuilders and activists, NGO and community development workers, government and religious leaders, academicians, youth leaders, trainers and facilitators. Sponsored by the Catholic Relief Services, Mennonite Central Committee and CAFFOD.
Socio - Cultural visits: Hongkong, New Zealand, Australia, England, Taiwan, Indonesia, Canada, Burma, Germany, Cambodia, Australia, Malaysia. Singapore, Thailand, Fiji Islands, China, Mexico, Switzerland, Turkey, Greece, Italy, Vietnam, Macau, Brazil, Colombia, Panama, Belgium, India.
II. NATIONAL (Facilitator/Resource Person/Trainer/Panelist)
** Self and Community Care





Cambridge/MA


Harvard Kennedy School Center for Public Leadership


December 2, 2019

Participants: Staff/Faculty and Graduate Fellow

** Truth, Healing, and Reconciliation




Asheville, NC
University of North Carolina (UNC) - Asheville



February 24-25, 2019

Participants: Students, faculty, staff and administration.

**Asian-Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI) Action Forum
Washington DC

 Washington Convention Center, Washington DC
September 12, 2015

Participants: One hundred sixty-five Asian-Americans and Pacific Islanders in the DC area,

including representatives from various multi-cultural communities. Organized by the DC Mayor’s 

Office through Public Engagement Associates.

**Human Trafficking Course and Campus program. 


US Department of

Blue Campaign Against Human Trafficking with Stakeholders.

Homeland Security,










Washington DC










April 30, 2015
Participants: Stakeholders: Government and non-government representatives. Organized by the US Dept. of Homeland Security.
**Legacies of Unimaginable Violence: Healing and


Grinnell College,
Recovery in the Philippines and Cambodia.



Grinnell, Iowa
Conference Keynote. 2014 Grinnell Peace Studies Students

February 28 – March 1
Conference 
Participants: University students and faculty from all over the US.
**Developing Global Citizenship: Best Practices, Pitfalls and 

    Washington DC
the Art of the Rubric. The 96th Annual Meeting of the Association 
    January 20-23, 2010

of American Colleges and Universities.
Participants: AAC&U member institutions
**Community Dialogue on Immigration Issues


            Centerville, VA









                
            Nov. 2007 – March 2008
Participants: government and religious leaders, business and NGO representatives, residents of

Northern Virginia. Organized by Wellspring UCC.
**Conflict Transformation 





    HallowWood, MD 
    February 17-18, 2006

Participants: Members of the Little River United Church of Christ in Annandale, VA. Organized by LittleRiver UCC.
*Collective Trauma Healing 




 
      Pleasant Hill, TN

      February 9-11, 2006

Participants: Community members and church leaders of Pleasant Hill, TN.
**Martin Luther King’s Day 





      Pleasant Hill, TN

      January 21, 2003

Participants: Community and religious leaders and residents of Pleasant Hill. TN.
**Diversity in a Multicultural Society, Asian American Panel Discussion       Washington DC
Catholic University of America





          July 28, 2003
Participants: Graduate students in Social Work and Sociology.
**Current Developments in International Peace Studies and 

     Greenbelt, MD
Conflict Resolution Programs. The National Conference on 

     November 10-11, 2003

Current Trends in Conflict Resolution in Higher Education

**Conflict Resolution and Transformation



      Ann Arbor, MI

      December 23, 2001

Participants: Members of the Michigan UCC Conference.
III. MASON COMMUNITY/NORTHERN VIRGINIA (Facilitator/Trainer/Resource Person)
** Keynote Speaker. The Human and the Hero. MLK Evening 

GMU campus

of Reflection Event. Organized by ODIME & LGBTQ + Resources 
January 29, 2020

Student Union Building, GMU.

** Self and Community Care: Why Is it Important for Adult Students?
GMU campus
Attended by ‘adult’ and graduate students at GMU.


April 22, 2019

** Self Care: Why Is it Important for Faculty and Staff?

GMU campus
Attended by Mason faculty and staff through the University Life

March 26, 2019
** Self Care: Why Is It Important for College Students? 

GMU campus

Attended by Mason students through University Life.
March 4, 2019, and October 1, 2018
**Professional Development workshop: Supporting our Students and 
GMU campus
Colleagues, and Managing Self/Collective Care in Difficult Times
December 5, 2017

Attended by University staff/personnel, and faculty members.
**Student Leader Support and Self-Care workshop (Parts 1 &2)
GMU campus

“How do we, as students, best support each other in dealing with

November 16, 2017

socio-cultural/political/economic, and campus issues affecting us?
October 24, 2017

What about self/collective-care?
Attended by student leaders comprising Mason’s Student Government.
**Professional Development Dialogue on Pressing Issues Affecting
GMU campus
   Mason Students and How to Support Them.



June 14, 2017

Attended by Mason faculty and staff in coordination with the University Life.
** Professional Development on Post Election Reflection

GMU campus









November 29, 2016

Attended by faculty, staff, and students of GMU in coordination with the

University Life

**What does Peace to you mean?




Fairfax, VA 22030

Students Peace Awards of Fairfax County



March 15, 2016

Attended by high school honor student peace awardees in Northern VA.
**Why Experiential Learning Abroad Matters



GMU campus










October 18, 2015

In celebration of the International Education Week. Organized by the 

Office of International Programs and Services (OIPS).
**Conflicts and Their Effects: Migration, Refugees, and IDPs

GMU campus










17 October 17, 2015

Sponsored by Dialogue and Difference Project, the School for Conflict 

Analysis and Resolution (S-CAR), Center for Global Education (CGE), and

Student Government.

**Displaced Populations Taking Refuge: What is the Right Thing 
GMU campus
to Do?








September 29, 2015

Sponsored by the Office of International Programs and Services (OIPS) and
the Leadership Education and Development (LEAD)

Attended by students, faculty, and staff.
**Cultivating Mindfulness Meditation in a Classroom Setting

GMU campus

from Students’ Perspective





September 18, 2015

Innovations in Teaching and Learning Conference. Organized 

by the Center for Teaching and Faculty Excellence (CTFE), George Mason University.

**Living in the Ripples: Diverse Perspectives from


GMU 
Mason Nation on 9/11






September 10, 2015
Organized by the Honors College, George Mason University
**Faces of Human Trafficking 




GMU 










April 8, 2015
In celebration of Women’s History Month, Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, and International Week. Organized by the Office of Diversity, Inclusion, and Multi-cultural Education (ODIME), George Mason University.
**Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation



 Silver Spring, MD










 October 12, 2013

Participants: People’s Congregational Church, Washington DC 

**Trauma, Restorative Justice, and Healing



  GMU 









  September 28, 2013

Participants: Students, religious leaders, NGO representatives

**Conflict Resolution. Smithsonian-Mason Conservation
               Front Royal, VA

Studies Program






  2012 - present
Effective Conservation Leadership Course. 
      
     

  Front Royal, VA
Center for Conservation Education and Sustainability. 


  November 9, 2012

Smithsonian, Washington DC

Attended by graduate students and leaders from different contries.

**Healing Through Forgiveness: Forgiving Our Wounds, Ourselves,
   Fairfax, VA

And the Other







   April 21, 2012

Attended by students, faculty/staff from George Mason University, non-government and government representatives. Organized by UCC Wellspring.
**Healing the Wounds of Our People




    Centreville, VA










    March 31, 2012

Attended by students, faculty from GMU, non-government and  Government representatives. Organized by UCC Wellspring.
**Co-Founder, Centreville Immigration Forum


     2008
**Connecting with the World: People, Places, Language, and Culture 
     Woodbridge, VA










     March 6, 2010
Attended by students and faculty. Organized by the Center for International Studies and Languages, C.D. Hylton Senior High School, Woodbridge, VA.

**Conflict Resolution Within Faith Communities 


     Annandale, VA








            

     November 14, 2009

Attended by church leaders, ministers, and church members. Organized by the Potomac Association: VA, MD, Washington DC areas


**Teaching through the Lens of Students



            GMU 







             

            October 5, 2009
Innovations in Teaching and Learning Conference. Organized by the Center for Teaching and Faculty Excellence (CTFE), George Mason University.

**Support Group Leader 






Bethesda, MD










October 2, 2009
Attended by health care providers. Organized by the Alzheimer's Association,  National Capital Area Chapter.
**Trauma Healing as Practice 




       Martin Luther King Library 
 

       Washington DC









       May 11, 2009

Attended by NGO representatives. Organized by the District of Columbia Chapter of the Association for Conflict Resolution (DC ACR).
**Best Practices for Conflict Resolution for Caregivers


            Lake Ridge, VA









            April 25, 2009
Chapter Annual Conference. Organized by the Alzheimer’s Association, National Capital Area.

**Celebrating Cultures 






McLean, VA










March 21, 2009
Staff Development Day for Fairfax County Adult Day Health Care.

**Transforming Energies of Conflict Into Something 



GMU   

Constructive: A New Lens in Leadership. 




 February 28,
2009 Mason Leadership Institute.
**Engaging Students for Cultural Involvement in Global Communities 
GMU 









      September 23, 2008.

Attended by faculty and students. Organized by the Center for Teaching Excellence, George Mason University,

**Brown Bag Dialogue on Trauma Healing in light of the 

NCC Conference Room
VA Tech shootings






February 18, 2008

GMU CAMPUS INVOLVEMENT
A. Faculty Adviser/Mentor to Student Organizations and Students Doing Independent Study/Research/Teaching Assistantships 
Faculty Adviser, Freedom Connection: A Fair Trade and Anti-Human Trafficking Coalition. 
Spring 2015 – present.

Faculty Adviser, Safe Haven Space (GMU),  a nonprofit organization for refugee and immigrant 
students that helps them transition to the american life by educating and implementing mental health and well-being programs. Fall 2020 - 
Faculty Adviser, GMU Students Engaged in Ending Displacement (SEED). Fall 2012 - 2018.

Faculty Adviser, Capoeira Club, George Mason University. Fall 2016 – Fall 2017.
Undergraduate 

Asgari Suekayna and Susan Snelling Maulden. INTS 365 Writing Covid-19 Student Impact, Fall 2020 (3 credits)

Walters, Meaghan. INST 365 Human Trafficking Legislation, Fall 2020 (3 credits)

Ahn, Sarah. CONF 499 Independent Research in Conflict Analysis/Resolution, Fall 2020 (3 credits).

Trejo, Katherine. CONF 499 Independent Research in Conflict Analysis/Resolution, Fall 2020 (1 credit).

Lazo, Kaia. INTS 375 Community Engagement with Migrant Workers through the Centreville Labor Resource Center, Centreville, VA, Spring 2020 (3credits)

Cespedes, Anita. INTS 365 Sex Trafficking in Germany, Spring 2019 (1 credit).

Connelly, Casey. INTS 375 Human Rights in Rwanda, Spring 2018 (3 credits).

Dugan, Kelley. INTS 465 Perspectives on Spirituality, Spring 2018 (3 credits).

Francis, Arnele. INTS 465 Correlation Between Displacement and Human Smuggling, Fall 2017 (3 credits).

Magid, Wendy. INTS 398 Environmental Change in Cambodia. Integrative Studies, Spring 2017 (3 credits).

Slattery, Elizabeth. INTS 365 Cambodian Childhood Development and Psychological Upbringing. Integrative Studies, Spring 2017 (3 credits).
Purvis, Jacob. INTS 495 Genocide in Cambodia. Integrative Studies, Spring 2017 (3 credits).
Toleafoa, Amanda. Bachelor of Individualized Studies (BIS) 300, George Mason University. Fall 2016. (Completed)
Hunter, Lilian. NCLC 365 Art and Culture of Cambodia. Integrative Studies, Spring 2016 (4 credits).

O’Brien, Daniel. NCLC 395 Freedom Connection. Integrative Studies, Fall 2015 (3 credits).

Floyd, Isaiah. NCLC 465 Freedom Connection. Global Affairs, Fall 2015 (3 credits).

Morcom, Whitney. NCLC 495. Experiential Learning with Freedom Connection, Fall 2015 (3 credits).
Kim, Shana. NCLC 395 Dreams and Struggles of Cambodians. Integrative Studies, Spring 2015 (3 credits).

Wayland, Mary, Alexis Noyes, Lauren Hall, Sabrian Nemerow. NCLC 395 Impact of Bullying on Mason Students. Integrative Studies, Spring 2015 (3 credits).

Dettman, Laurel. NCLC 465 Safe Spaces for Cambodians. Integrative Studies, Spring 2015 (3 credits).

Kristina Weems. NCLC 398 International Education – Jamaica. Integrative Studies, Spring 2015 (1 credit).

Laing, Aileen. NCLC 498 Buddhism and Cambodia, Spring 2015 (1 credit).
Donley, Tabatha. NCLC 295 Globalization and the Indigenous Peoples. Global Affairs, Fall 2014 (3 credits).

Rowe, Sean. NCLC 465 Drinking Water in the Philippines. Integrative Studies, Summer 2013 (3 credits).

Cruz, Mark. CONF 499 Independent Research in Conflict Analysis and Resolution. Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Spring 2012 (2 credits).

Tirkajla, Katarina. NCLC 375 Immigration Issues in Centreville. Integrative Studies, Spring 2012 (1 credit).
Bivings, Jordan. NCLC 365 Rehabilitation of the Mind and Body. Integrative Studies, Fall 2011 (3 credits).

Hinz, Kelsey. NCLC 398 Power and Strength of Communities: Philippines Study Abroad. Global Affairs, Fall 2011 (3 credits).

Elson, Gregory. NCLC 398 Human Trafficking: Philippines. Integrative Studies, Summer 2011 (3 credits).

Heintz, Christine. NCLC 365 Culture and Conflict. Global Affairs, Summer 2011 (3 credits).

Randolph, Nicole. NCLC 398 Travel Blog: Philippines. Geography, Summer 2011 (1 credit).

McGuin, Garrett. NCLC 495 Day Labor Resource Center. Integrative Studies, Summer 2011 (1 credit).

Edwards, Ashley. NCLC 465 Urban Education in Dominican Republic. Global Affairs, Spring 2011 (3 credits).

Cordova-Roca, Diana. NCLC 398 Regionalism, Ethnicity, Inequality in Bolivia and Chile. Global Affairs, Spring 2011 (4 credits).

Rall, Christopher. NCLC 395 Reflective/Analytical Blog from Cambodia trip. Integrative Studies, Spring 2011 (1 credit).

McGuin, Garrett R. NCLC 395 Website Design. Integrative Studies, Spring 2011 (2 credits).

Gould, Jasmine. NCLC 365 A Comparative Study on Wildlife and Marine Preservation Practices between the United States and the Philippines. Global Affairs, Fall 2010 (3 credits).

Sahouri, Michael. BIS 495 With Arabamericare Foundation (internship). Individualized Studies, Spring ’10, Fall 2010 (6 credits).

Farley, James J. NCLC 398 Co-author Apprenticeship. Integrative Studies, Fall 2010 (7 credits).

McGuin, Garrett R. NCLC 395 Website Design. Integrative Studies, Fall 2010 (1 credit).

Hodson, Amanda C. NCLC 395 “Website Design.” Integrative Studies, Fall 2010 (3 credits).

Lee, Johanna. NCLC 495 Trauma Healing and Han: North Korea and South Korea (field research). Integrative Studies, Spring 2010 (3 credits).

Anatalio, Angela. CHSS 400 Perspectives of Science and Society (field research). Global Affairs/Integrative Studies, Summer 2010 (2 credits).
Fonte, Catherine. NCLC 495 International Development: Jamaica School Project. Integrative Studies, Spring 2010 (1 credit).

Herrera, Leandra Carla. CONF 499 The Practice of Alternative Dispute Resolution in the Philippines (field research). Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Spring 2010 (3 credits).

Murphy, Brian. BIS 390 Development of People in Smokey Mountain, Manila, Philippines. Individualized Studies, Spring 2010.

Gavagan, Samantha. NCLC 495 Forgiveness and Reconciliation in Divided Communities in Rwanda (field research). Integrative Studies, Summer 2009 (7 credits).

Darnall, Blaine. NCLC 395 Philippine Currency: Its Historical, Cultural, and Political Implications. Integrative Studies, Summer 2009 (2 credits).

Henges, Dale. BIS 490 The Current State of Fatherhood: Protecting the Rights of Fathers. Individualized Studies, Spring 2009 – 10.

Scalese, Adam. CONF 499 Documentary Film Production on the Transformative Aspect of Global Education. Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Spring 2009 (3 credits).

Brust, Nikki. CONF 499 Poverty and Human Rights Violations: Reflections on My Trip to the 

Philippines. Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Summer 2008 (2 credits).

Kapsokavadis, Maya. Environmental Laws and Implementation of Policies in the Philippines. Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Summer 2008 (3 credits).

Bennett, Bethany. NCLC 365 Annotated Bibliography on the Internally Displaced Persons in Burma. Global Affairs, Fall 2008 (3 credits).

Lwasa, Steven. BIS 490 Child Abduction in Northern Uganda. Individualized Studies, Spring 2008 (3 credits).

Lwasa, Steven. NCLC 465 Conflict Resolution and Transformation in East Africa. Individualized Studies, Fall 2007 (3 credits).

Graduate

Ahrar, Sajia Alaha. MAIS 798 Interdisciplinary Studies Project. MA in Individualized Study, Fall 2020 (4 credits).

Escobar, Dianna. MAIS 798 Interdisciplinary Studies Project. MA in Individualized Study, Fall 2020 (1 credit).

Hamilton, Tamara. INTS 595 Exploratory Study on Trauma Narratives in Rwanda. MS in Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Spring 2019 (3 credits).

Escobar, Dianna. INTS 575 Genocide and Healing in Rwanda. MA in Individualized Study, Spring 2019 (3 credits).

Hernandez, Douglas. CONF 897 Performance Ethnography. PhD in Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Spring 2018 (3 credits).

Sadowski, Sarah. INTS 575 Fostering Community Development. MA Individualized Study, Spring 2018 (3 credits).
Maweu, Faith. CONF 697 Interfaith Peacebuilding. MS in Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Spring 2017 (3 credits).

Singleton, Keith. CONF 697 Cambodia Post Genocide. PhD in Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Spring 2017 (3 credits).

Abbott, Philip. CONF 697 Cambodia Study Abroad Independent Study. MS in Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Spring 2016 (3 credits).
Doak, Samantha. CONF 697 Conflict Transformation/Journaling, and Exploring Value/Creative Consciousness. MA in Individualized Studies, Spring 2011 (9 credits total).

Gavagan, Samantha. NCLC 595 Youth Transformation and Peacebuilding in Rwanda. MA in Individualized Studies, Spring 2011 (6 credits).

Gavagan, Samantha. NCLC 595 Consciousness, Agency, and Transformation in Southeast Asia. MA in Individualized Studies, Summer 2010 (3 credits).

Faculty Mentor to My Teaching Assistants

Spring 2020: Alain Alessandro Peralta and Ali Hussan (INTS 417 Human Trafficking and Smuggling).

Fall 2019: Ricardo Torres Lopez  (INTS 417 Human Trafficking and Smuggling)

Summer 2019: Justin Serene (INTS 475 Forgiveness and Reconciliation in Divided Communities)

Spring 2019: Alliyah Fabijan and Leslie Johnson (INTS 417 Human Trafficking and Smuggling)

Fall 2018: Anna Johnson (INTS 417 Human Trafficking and Smuggling); Shannon Nackreiner (INTS 416 Refugee, Internal Displacement, and Statelessness)
Spring 2018: Arnele Francis, Yanelle Artieda, and Nisrine Elhage (INTS 417 Human Trafficking and the Int’l. Community); Tiffany Crespo and Nilab Osmani (INTS 314 Conflict, Trauma, and Healing); Deena Afifi (INTS 416 Refugee, Internal Displacement, and Statelessness).
Fall 2017: Breanne Kroehler (INTS 315 Spirituality and Conflict Transformation), Nattaya Cleary, Mary Ta, Ninoska Claure (INTS 475 Human Trafficking and the International Community), Ethan Kalcheff and Tiffany Crespo (INTS 495 Immigration Issues and Northern VA).

Spring 2017: Khadriya Baker and Katherine Smith (INTS 475 Human Trafficking and the Int’l. Community), Chaney Steinke (INTS 314 Conflict, Trauma and Healing).
Summer 2016: Amanda Carter (NCLC 475 Forgiveness and Reconciliation in Divided Communities).

Spring 2016: Jeffrey Young (NCLC 314 Conflict, Trauma and Healing), Katie Boyette and Breanne Kroehler (NCLC 475 Human Trafficking), Katherine Smith (NCLC 416 Refugee, Internal Displacement, Statelessness).

Fall 2015: Gabriela Moreno and Han Bin Chai (NCLC 475 Human Trafficking).

Spring 2015: Megan Murray and Isaiah Floyd (NCLC 475 Human Trafficking), Tijani Musa (NCLC 416 Refugee/Internal Displacement).

Fall 2014: Madelynn De la Rosa (NCLC 475 Human Trafficking), Aoi Yamanaka (graduate teaching assistant, NCLC 475 Forgiveness and Reconciliation).

Spring 2014: Cameron Hidalgo (NCLC 314 Conflict, Trauma, and Healing), Jacqueline Blanchard and Corey DiMatteo (NCLC 416 Refugee/Internal Displacement), Hayley Walczer (NCLC 475 Human Trafficking and the International Community).

Spring 2013: Megan Wilmer (NCLC 314 Conflict, Trauma, and Healing), Rachel Nohe (NCLC 416 Refugee and Internal Displacement), Carly Groover (NCLC 475 Human Trafficking/ International Community).

Spring 2012: Senal Ranatunga (NCLC 314 Conflict, Trauma, and Healing), Carmen Garcia (NCLC 475 Forgiveness and Peacebuilding in Divided Communities).
Spring 2011: Sarah Swiger (NCLC 491 Senior Capstone), Laurie Sarver (NCLC 314 Conflict, Trauma, and Healing), and Michelle Preston (NCLC 475 Reconciliation, Forgiveness, and Peacebuilding).

Fall 2010: Natalie Murray and Christopher Rall (NCLC 416 Refugee and Internal Displacement) and Michelle Pardo (NCLC 491 Senior Capstone).

Spring 2010: Emily Spence (NCLC 315 Spirituality and Conflict Transformation), Mark Horvath as TA and Lucas Whitman as GTA (NCLC 491 Senior Capstone).

Fall 2009: John George-Wheeler (NCLC 375 Refugee and Internal Displacement) and Lmya Ahmed  (NCLC 491 Senior Capstone)

Spring 2009: Danielle Weiss (NCLC 375 Conflict, Trauma Healing) and Richard Christiansen (NCLC 491 Senior Capstone)

Fall 2008: Samantha Doak (NCLC 475 Forgiveness and Reconciliation) and Randy Bronte-

Tinkew (NCLC 491 Senior Capstone)
Spring 2008: Brittany Boynton and Shamika Williams (NCLC 375 Conflict, Trauma, and Healing)

Fall 2007: Whitney Borden and Elizabeth Kim (NCLC 305 Conflict Resolution/Transformation), and Stefanie Turner (NCLC 491 Senior Capstone)

Summer 2007: Jeremy Jenkins and Homa Azarani (NCLC 315 Spirituality and Conflict Transformation)

Spring 2007: Lora Dalton (NCLC 491 Senior Capstone)

Fall 2006: Grace Cunningham and Lora Dalton (NCLC 305 Conflict Resolution/Transformation)

B. Doctoral Dissertation Advisory Committee 
Committee member. Selwan, Nina, PhD. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University. (Completed, Summer 2020)

Committee member. Cynthia Nassif, PhD Candidate. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University. (Spring 2019 - Ongoing)

Committee member. Lori Ann Stephensen, PhD. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University. (Completed, Fall 2019)

Committee member. Kimberly Marshall-McLean, PhD. Department of Environmental Science and Policy, George Mason University. (Completed Fall 2018)
Committee member. Philip Abbot, PhD. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University. (Completed, Spring 2020)
Committee member. Hilmi Ulas, PhD. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University. (Completed, Fall 2017)
Committee member. Hakizimana, Patrick, PhD. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University. (Completed, Fall 2017)
Committee member. Nimuraba, Vygny, PhD. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution. (Completed, Spring 2018)
Committee member. Kuradusenge, Claudine, PhD. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University. (Completed, Spring 2018)
Examiner. Gitau, Lydia Wanja, PhD. Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, The University of Sydney, Australia. (Completed)
Committee member. Geary, Viana, Ph.D. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University. (Completed, Spring 2018)
Committee member. Wilfredo Torres, PhD Candidate. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University. (Fall 2015 - Ongoing)

Committee member. Raja Juli Antoni, PhD candidate. School of Political Science and International Studies, University of Queensland, Australia. (Completed)

Committee member. Kroeker, Wendy, PhD. University of Manitoba, Canada. (Completed)
Committee member. Guth, Andrew, PhD. School of Public Policy, George Mason University. (Completed)
Committee member. Oester, Samantha. PhD. Department of Environmental Science and Policy, George Mason University. (Completed)
Committee member. Lewandowski, Jill,  PhD. Department. Department of Environmental Science and Policy, George Mason University. (Completed, Spring 2013)
Committee member. Tolley, Terra. PhD. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University. (Completed, Spring 2013)
Committee member. Shah, Alexandra. PhD. Department of Environmental Science and Policy, George Mason University. (Completed, Fall 2011)
Committee member. Filiatreau, Svetlana. PhD. Graduate School of Education, George Mason University. (Completed, Spring 2009)
C. Master’s Thesis/Project Advisory Committee 
Chair (project). Escobar, Dianna. MA in Individualized Study, George Mason University. (Spring 2019 – Ongoing)

Chair (project). Ahrar, Alaha. MA in Individualized Study, George Mason University. (Spring 2019 – Ongoing)

Committee member. Ayazi, Mena. School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University. (Spring 2019 – Ongoing)

Committee member. Bangert, Scott, MA Individualized Studies, George Mason University. (Completed, Spring 2017)
Committee member. Buckwald, Laura.  MA Individualized Studies, George Mason University. (Completed, Spring 2018)

Chair (project). Gavagan, Samantha, MA Individualized Studies, George Mason University. (Completed)
Chair (project). Doak, Samantha, MA Individualized Studies, George Mason University. (Completed, Fall 2011)
Committee member. Nakayama, Haruka. MS in Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason

University(Completed, Summer 2010)
D. Committee Involvement
Member, Anti-Racism Inclusive Excellence Committee (Curriculum and Pedagogy), GMU. Fall 2020 -.
Representative of the School of Integrative Studies (SIS) to the University Term Faculty Task Force, GMU. Spring 2017 – 2019. 
Member, Campus Climate Committee: History, Current and Planned Activities, Fall 2016 – present.

Member, Teaching Excellence Award Committee, GMU, 2009-2010, 2014-2015, 2017-2018, 2019-2020.
Member, Awards Committee. School of Integrative Studies (SIS), 2016 - present.

Member, Faculty Development Committee, School of Integrative Studies (SIS), Spring 2016 – 2018.
Member, Equity and Sustainability Committee, School of Integrative Studies (SIS), Fall 2015 – 2017.
Member, Steering Committee, UN Global Compact Symposium: Honoring Our Commitment. 

GMU. Fall 2013.
Member, Cornerstones to Capstone Committee, Spring 2013 – 2015.

Advisory Board, the Mason-Shinnyo-en Foundation (SEF), 2008 – 2012.
Chair, Diversity Committee, School of Integrative Studies, George Mason University, Spring 2010-Spring 2011.
Faculty Representative to the Council, School of Integrative Studies (SIS), GMU, 2008-2010.

Member, Diversity Committee, SIS-GMU, 2010.

Member, Mason Center for Conservation Studies Faculty, 2008-present.

Member, SIS-Mason Center for Team and Organizational Learning (MCTOL), 2009 -
Member, Curriculum Committee, SIS-GMU, 2008-2010.


Member, Teaching and Learning Community, SIS-GMU 2008-2009.

Member, Ashley Williams Awards Committee, SIS-GMU 2007-2008.

E. Organizer/Coordinator/Panel Discussant
Organizer, “We Dance and Sing and Storytell.” A panel presentation on human trafficking, abuse, domestic violence, and resilience in the Philippines. Philippines 2017. ’18, ’19 alumni. George Mason University. Feb. 17 and 18, 2020 and Oct. 3, 2019.

Organizer, Panel presentation by Cambodia 2015 and 2016 Study Abroad Alumni on The Role of Spirituality and Resilience Post Genocide. Oct. 16, 2017. 

Organizer, Panel presentation by Philippines 2017 Study Abroad Alumni on Spirituality and Resilience Amidst Human Suffering. Oct. 4, 2017. 

Coordinator/Organizer. “1st Student Summit on Global Education”. George Mason University. Nov. 13, 2012.

Organizer, Brown Bag. “Power and Strength of Communities: Philippines Study Abroad ’11.”

Kelsey Hinz, Global Affairs. Dec. 2, 2011.

Organizer. Brown Bag. “Transformation: Philippines Study Abroad ‘11”. Greg Elson. Integrative Studies. Oct. 14, 2011.

Organizer. Side by Side Panel Presentation by CGE alumni in Philippines ’10 and Cambodia ’11 Study Abroad programs. Presented during the University International Week celebration, Fall ’11, in coordination with the Office of the International Programs and Services and the Center for Global Education.
Facilitator for Monthly Meditation for faculty and staff of GMU. Organized by the Center for Consciousness and Transformation, Fall 2010 -
Coordinator. Photo Exhibit by students who went to the Philippines in Summer ’08 through the Center for Global Education. Centreville Public Library, Centreville, VA. December 2009 – January 2010.

Organizer. Jumping Off the Boat, a panel presentation by students who went to the Philippines in Summer ’09 through the Center for Global Education, George Mason University. Piedmont Hall, November 13, 2009.

Organizer. Photo Exhibit, Images from the Philippines Summer ’08 (students who went to the Philippines in Summer ‘08 through the Center for Global Education, George Mason University). Mason Hall Atrium, Nov. 24-26, 2008.
Organizer. Transformation: Reflections, Stories, and Experiences on the Philippine experience, a panel presentation by students who went to the Philippines in Summer ‘08 through the Center for Global Education, George Mason University. SUB II Nov. 18, 2008.

Helped organize the weekly meditation class at New Century College with Samantha Doak, NCC senior as the facilitator.

The Colombia Free Trade Agreement: Not Free, Not Trade, Not an Agreement by Freddy Caicedo, Colombian Human Rights Organizer in coordination with the Witness for Peace. SUB II, Oct. 23, 2008.

Culture of Peace and Peace Processes in Mindanao, Philippines by Myla Leguro, 2001 Nobel Peace Prize Nominee on Women’s Peace Movements. Johnson Center, George Mason University, Oct. 20, 2008.

CITATIONS/FEATURED IN MEDIA
Featured (Live TV Interview). “Al Fuertes on Combat Human Trafficking,” CGTN America in Washington DC. 27 October 2019.

Top Cited Article in Conflict Resolution Quarterly 2017: 

Fuertes, Al B.  2016, "Karen Refugees Describe Peace within the Context of Displacement." Volume 33, Issue 3, Spring 2016, Pages: 297–312
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/d…/10.1002/crq.21158/abstract
Featured (Podcast). “Healing Displacement.” With Good Reason, Virginia Humanities. Spring 2019.
Featured (Podcast). “One Man’s Story of War and Peace.” Pushing the Parameter. The Clearing, Washington DC. Released in August 2017. <http://theclearing.com/one-mans-story-war-peace/>
Featured (Live TV Interview), “The Problem of Sex Trafficking,” CCTV America in Washington DC. 30 October 2015.

Featured. “Labor in Curriculum.” George Mason University’s Global Citizenship Report; United Nations Global Compact Communication on Progress. 1 July 2013, p. 12.
Featured: “Philippines Study Abroad program: Grassroots Peacebuilding, Environmental Issues, and Cultural Awareness (9 credits)” in 

· Keeping the Connection. George Mason University New Century College. Fall 2013, p.3.
· INSIDE TraCCC: Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center. GMU School of Public Policy. Issue #3 2013, pp. 7-9.

· Mason Around the Globe. Spring 2011, p.22, 25-27.
· The Education Review, The Washington Post Magazine. 2 November 2008, pp. 20-21.

· Manila Mail, Washington DC. 30 November 2008 p. 8.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Participant
Equal Employment Opportunity/Sexual Harassment Prevention Training, George Mason University Office of Equity and Diversity Services, 2013-2017.
Living and Leading with Resilience Conference, George Mason University,13 April 2012.
Summit on Interfaith/Peace Building. Sponsored by the United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia, Hongkong, 14-16 December 2010.

SENCER (Science Education for New Civic Engagements and Responsibilities) Summer Institute  2007. University of Southern Maine, Portland, Maine, 2-6 August.
Ecumenical Advocacy Days for Global Peace with Justice. Organized by the United Church of Christ (UCC), Crystal City-National Airport, VA, 5-8 March 2004.

Interdisciplinary Seminar on Understanding Traumatized Societies, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, USA, 15-16 November 2003. 

Training for Faculty and Staff on GMU Safe Zone (Lesbians, Gays, Bi, Transgender, Questioning Students), sponsored by the Diversity Programs and Services, George Mason University, 15 November 2003.

Educating for Peace in Conflict-Ridden Societies,  A Faculty and Community Development Workshop, sponsored by the USIP, Kennesaw State University, Kennesaw, GA, USA, 7 April 2003.

Social Responsibility in the 20th Century Conference, Sponsored by the Psychologists for Social Responsibility, University of the District of Columbia, Washington DC, 28-30 March 2003.

The Southeast Asian Conflict Studies Network (SEACSN) Regional Training Workshop on Conflict Resolution, Pattaya, Thailand, 10-15 August 2002.

The 4th Southeast Asian Conflict Studies Network (SEACSN) Regional Seminar Workshop on Inter-State Conflict Resolution in Southeast Asia: Strategies, Mechanisms and Best Practice, Penang, Malaysia, 22-27 July 2002.
Regional Workshop on Ethnic, Religious and Cultural Conflicts in the ASEAN Region, Singapore, 10-14 April 2002.
Conference: National Peace Consultation, Davao City, Philippines, 2000.

Seminar: Asian Congress on Campus Youth Ministry, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea, 12-17

October 2000.

Seminar: Winning Through Participation Level 1: Basic group Facilitation Methods, Dumaguete City, Philippines, 2-5 August 1998.

An Interreligious Seminar-workshop in Conflict Transformation by the Bishop-Ulama Forum (Christian-Muslim Dialogue), General Santos City, Mindanao, Philippines, 10-14 November 1998.
ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS
Covenant Pastor (part time), Wellspring United Church of Christ, Centreville VA, 2008-present.

Assistant University Chaplain, Silliman University, Dumaguete City, Philippines, September 1997-August 2001.


-      In-charge of the campus ministry with specific responsibilities related to counseling, 

individual and group therapy, spiritual and religious related celebrations of the different academic and non-academic entities in the university, organizing various youth groups and the like.

Cofounder/Staff, Peace Resource Center, Silliman University, 1999-2001

- Coordinate the strategic and tactical planning of the program in terms of formulating the  vision, mission and goal statements, and making sure they are well implemented through the 5 year program plan of action.

Program Director, Camp Talahi, Howell, Michigan, USA. Summers of 1996 and 1997 

- In charge in planning, coordinating and implementing various camp activities and making sure they are well implemented. 

Resident/Administrative Minister, United Church of Christ in the Philippines, Sto. Nino, Surigao del Sur, Philippines and community facilitator/organizer, September 1991- May 1995

- Initiated various community-based peace and justice related programs and activities.

- In charge in coordinating and implementing various aspects of the life and ministry of the church as well as its (ecumenical) relations with other churches and religious organizations in the area.

Christian Education and Nurture worker, United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP) Surigao District Conference, 1992-1994.
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