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EDUCATION 
 
MFA in Creative Nonfiction Writing         May 2018 
George Mason University, Fairfax, VA 

Thesis Title: “On Commodities: An Essay Collection” 
Committee: Timothy Denevi, Kyoko Mori, and Lisa Lister 

BA in English        May 2015 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
 

 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Composition (ENGH 101)   
Assistant Professor, Department of English, George Mason University       Fall 2018-Present 
Instructor of Record, Department of English, George Mason University         Fall 2016 

● Planned and taught a writing and reading intensive course that approached writing as a 
process and prioritized information and powerful literacy, specifically concerning critical 
reading, reflection, and creative thinking 

● Engineered a multiliteracies classroom and multimodal learning to enhance transfer of 
knowledge and develop meta-awareness of semiotic resources, and to position and 
support students as the readers, writers, and thinkers of the 21st century that they are 

● Designed each major writing assignment so that students chose the subject they wanted to 
write about, motivating them to engage in deep inquiry as well as identify how their 
learning and knowledge apply to myriad parts of their lives, personal, professional, and 
academic 

● Reinforced students’ strategic knowledge and equipped them with concrete tools and 
online resources for conducting academic research, writing in different disciplines, and 
working on different phases of the writing process 

● Facilitated peer-review and conferences both early and later on during students’ writing 
processes, aiding the evolution and articulation of their ideas by continuously providing 
such with an attentive, supportive audience 

● Crafted and conducted occasional online lesson modules using Blackboard  
 
Reading and Writing About Texts (ENGH 201) 
Assistant Professor, Department of English, George Mason University       Fall 2018-Present 
Instructor of Record, Department of English, George Mason University         Fall 2016 
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● Planned and taught a reading and writing intensive general education course that 
prioritized information and powerful literacy—specifically concerning convergent, 
divergent, and creative thinking—through encouraging and practicing curiosity, 
openness, and empathy 

● Balanced collaborative structured activities that introduced both content and 
metacognitive knowledge in explicit terms with unstructured discussions that encouraged 
each student to practice their agency as they experimented with metacognitive skills 

● Approached the general uses and value of the course’s lessons and of literature using the 
Cosmopolitan model—a hybrid of utilitarianism, humanism, and seeing art for its 
intrinsic worth—as to show their multiplicitous nature to students, all of whom were 
required to take the course and came from different, usually non-humanities majors 

● Crafted and conducted occasional online lesson modules using Blackboard 
 
Creative Nonfiction Writing (ENGH 399)           Fall 2017-Spring 2018 
Instructor of Record, Department of English, George Mason University  

● Planned and taught a writing and reading intensive course on the art of creative 
nonfiction writing, focusing on writers’ literary uses of craft to cultivate meaning, involve 
the reader in meaning-making, and speak to universal or “Big-T” truths 

● Structured frequent collaboration between students with discussions of readings, 
workshop and peer review, and individual conferences to encourage using each other to 
exchange, develop, and effectively implement their ideas in writing 

● Emphasized and developed students’ abilities to conduct scientific, historical, and 
cultural research and to artfully incorporate such into their creative writing 

● Crafted and conducted occasional online lesson modules using Blackboard  
 

WRITING CENTER EXPERIENCE 
 
Coordinator of Tutor Education and Development           May 2016-2018 
The Writing Center, George Mason University 

● Led and collaboratively planned New Tutor Training, a hybrid learning sequence that 
included an online syllabus of summer reading about writing center theory and practices 
and a week-long, pre-semester, in-person training that emphasized active learning  

● Developed, implemented, and administered the writing center’s year-long program of 
professional development for a tutoring staff of 30-35 students 

● Served as a first source and mentor for tutors to celebrate and improve their pedagogical 
foundations and strategies, content knowledge regarding genre, discourse communities, 
and writing across the curriculum, and any triumphs and concerns they had while 
working with different writers of all backgrounds, academic levels, and disciplines 

● Collaborated with the Technology Coordinator to best deliver our writing center’s video 
and online asynchronous tutoring 

● Administered day-to-day operations that require onsite support and problem-solving 
 
Writing Tutor           Fall 2015-Spring 2018 
Graduate Tutor, The Writing Center, George Mason University  
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● Consulted undergraduates, graduates, and faculty from all academic fields working on 
any part of the writing process, collaborating to improve their writing skills and 
knowledge 

● Conducted appointments face-to-face, on our asynchronous Online Writing Lab, and via 
video conferencing 

● Met with individual multilingual writers enrolled in GMU’s “ESL Opt-In Program” at the 
Writing Center once a week and gave individualized, continual support  

 
Writing Tutor           Fall 2012-Spring 2015 
Peer Tutor, The Writing Center, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

● Duties resembled those mentioned above 
 

 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
Mentor         Fall 2017 
GTA Professional Development, George Mason University 

● Participated as an experienced instructor in small group discussions with GTA’s teaching 
Composition for their first time 

 
 

 
EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE 
Editor          May 2016-Fall 2017 
Book Reviews Editor, Phoebe: a journal of literature and art 
Co-Nonfiction Editor, Phoebe: a journal of literature and art 

● Read submissions, assigned readers submissions packages, and finalized decisions on 
what pieces to publish 

● Collaborated with writers and edited their pieces for publication 
 

 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
“Understanding the Full Impact of Writing Center Outreach Workshops on Tutors: Gathering 
and  

Evaluating Data,” panelist, MAWCA 2018 Conference, Glassboro, NJ, March 2018. 
“Domesticating vs. Liberating Education: Considering Socioeconomic Class in the Writing  

Center,” George Mason Tutor Education and Development Fall Seminar Series. Fairfax, VA, 
2017. 

“The Conflict between Standard Academic English and a Student's Right to Their Own  
Language,” George Mason Tutor Education and Development Fall Seminar Series. 
Fairfax, VA, 2016. 
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PUBLICATIONS 
McDonald, R. “A Review of Steven Church’s I’m Just Getting to the Disturbing Part.” Brevity.  

2018. 
McDonald, R. “A Normal Interview: Ryan McDonald Talks with Steven Church.” The Normal  

School Online. 2018 
McDonald, R. “The Coal Mine Makes a Good Lake: Fossil Fuels, Renewable Energy, and Our  

Efforts To Warm and Cool.” Catapult. 2018. 
McDonald, R. “500 Years of Sugaring.” 1966. 2018. 
McDonald, R. “The Darkness All Around Us.” The Rumpus. 2017.  
McDonald, R. “For You and I to See: Shenandoah National Park.” The Normal School Online.  

2017.  
McDonald, R. “One Fat Toad and Many Moths.” Animal: a Beast of a Literary Magazine, 

2016.  
McDonald, R. “Under the Bridge.” The Bitchin’ Kitsch, 2016.  

 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

● The Mid-Atlantic Writing Centers Association (MAWCA) 
● International Writing Centers Association (IWCA) 
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