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Introduction 
This course helps prepare you to use and understand a wide variety of current and emerging 
digital technologies in the service of doing history (and other things). We will also spend 
time on ethics for historians in the digital age and the importance of the challenges posed by 
the trade-offs between digital access and the need for data security. You will learn something 
about how we as a society became so enamored of and dependent on these knowledge and 
information tools, and a few new tech skills you can use later in your academic career. 
Understanding a new technology requires not just knowing its technical aspects, but also 
understanding how new technologies transform the societies that embrace them and why 
technologies succeed and later fade. 
 
Learning Goals 
Throughout the course we will focus on particular IT skills through the examination of a 
historical topic or historical research skill. During the semester you will learn to use the more 
sophisticated features of digital tools and media, ranging from word processing software 
(which you almost certainly already know), to databases, websites, and interactive digital 
maps. You will come to understand basic digital media technologies and concepts and be 
able to analyze content you find in digital form. You will learn about computer security and 
how to protect yourself in an open and connected digital world. Finally, you will learn how 
we can apply all of these skills to questions of sustainability as historians see them. 
 
Learning By Doing 
The course largely emphasizes the acquisition of both historical methods and information 
technology skills through doing rather than just reading, listening to a lecture, or watching a 
video. Throughout the course you will engage in making or doing something historical using 
digital tools and networks. 
 
The General Education Information Technology Requirement 
This course satisfies the University’s information technology requirement, which has the 
following five goals: 
 

1. Students will be able to use technology to locate, access, evaluate, and use 
information, and appropriately cite resources from digital/electronic media. 

2.  Students will understand the core IT concepts in a range of current and emerging 
technologies and learn to apply appropriate technologies to a range of tasks.  

https://assessment.gmu.edu/Genedassessment/outcomes.cfm
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3. Students will understand many of the key ethical, legal and social issues related to 
information technology and how to interpret and comply with ethical principles, 
laws, regulations, and institutional policies.  

4. Students will demonstrate the ability to communicate, create, and collaborate 
effectively using state-of-the-art information technologies in multiple modalities. 

5. Students will understand the essential issues related to information security, how to 
take precautions and use techniques and tools to defend against computer crimes.  

 
Unlike some other courses designed to satisfy the IT requirement, this course teaches the 
fundamentals of information technology within the context of a history course rather than as 
a set of abstract principles or discrete skills tied to particular software packages. But to make 
it more transparent which of the Gen Ed skills are being satisfied, the syllabus contains 
bracketed references to which of the five goals are addressed each class. 
 
Course Requirements 
In addition to keeping up with the readings, each student is expected to be an active 
participant in class discussions. Failure to participate in our discussions will not only have a 
negative impact on your final grade, but will also make the class less enjoyable for you and 
for everyone else. Class participation means talking, not just showing up for class. And, you 
should have something to say when you speak, which requires you to keep up with the 
assigned readings. Grades for class participation will be based both on the regularity of your 
participation and the quality of comments you offer. 
 
Your Domain/Class Blog: If you don’t already own your own web domain, you need to 
create one. If you need to create one, do it at Reclaim Hosting, a hosting service developed 
at the University of Mary Washington: https://reclaimhosting.com/.  Before you create your 
domain, think! Is MillsIsAwesome.com the web domain you want to use for the rest of your 
life, i.e., show to potential employers, etc.? Think. Once you’ve thought it through, go create 
your own domain. 
 
Final Project – Throughout the semester we will focus on building the skills you need to 
complete the final project (see Appendix A). This project will give you the opportunity to 
demonstrate your mastery of what we’ve learned and of some of the ways that historians 
think about thorny problems. Please note: The final project requires you to visit one of 10 
different national/state parks in the greater DC area, loosely defined. This means that you 
will have to organize your time to make such visits possible, including arranging 
transportation. I will be working with you to help make that happen, but not visiting one of 
these parks is not an option. If you have other commitments (job, athletic team, etc.), start 
organizing your time now.  
 
Grading 
Your grade for the semester will be based upon the following criteria: 
• Blog — 15% 
• Domain established? – 5%   
• Class participation — 20%  
• Midterm exam — 25%  
• Final project — 35% 
 

https://reclaimhosting.com/
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Because students often ask me how class participation will be graded, here’s how I do it. I 
judge both the quantity and the quality of your participation in class. That means three 
things. First, if you don’t come to class, you can’t participate, so attendance counts. Second, 
coming to class and not saying anything is not participating. You need to join in our 
discussions, either in the small group interactions or in the class-wide interactions. Finally, 
asking, “Can you repeat that?” is not participating. It’s clarifying. I expect you to contribute 
something substantive to our discussions. Not every day, because some days you just won’t 
have anything to say. But you should come to class prepared to contribute every day, and 
when you do, what you say or ask should move our discussion forward, raise a new point, 
help us think about something in a new or different way, etc. If you want more detail on this, 
ask me in class so everyone benefits from my answers. 
   
Course Policies 
Attendance: Because each topic lays the groundwork for the progressively more 
sophisticated work that we will be doing as the semester goes along, it is imperative that you 
come to class, keep up with your assignments, and stay engaged with the rest of the group in 
class.  
 
ADA: Any student who requires special arrangements in order to meet course requirements 
should contact me to make necessary accommodations (before September 9, please). 
Students should present appropriate verification from the Office of Disability Services, 703-
993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Please note: 
There are often ODS forms that must be filled out and signed by me. It is your responsibility 
to get those forms to me for signing. 
 
Medical and Other Excuses: Every semester someone is forced to miss either an exam or the 
due date for an assignment as the result of an illness or due to a personal or family 
emergency. If you find yourself in this situation, fairness to all students in the class requires 
the proper documentation, without which your excuses will not be accepted. If you need to 
know more about this process consult me as soon as the emergency is taken care of. 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating: Don’t. Plagiarism and cheating are much easier in the digital age, 
and we’ll be discussing digital theft in class this semester. Finding cheaters and frauds also 
gets easier all the time, especially when you know students, computers, and the Internet as 
well as I do. The university expects students to demonstrate a high code of personal honor 
when it comes to academic work. Please read the George Mason University Honor Code if 
you have any questions about what is expected of you in this regard. Penalties for academic 
dishonesty are severe and I always fail students who are found guilty by the honor 
committee. In short, you are at extreme risk for failing the course from just a single act of 
plagiarism or cheating, and your academic career will be put in jeopardy. Also, future 
employers will ask you about that course you failed for plagiarism or cheating. 
 
How Not to Plagiarize: If you are copying and pasting text that someone else wrote, you are 
plagiarizing unless you identify the source of your acquisition. Pasted or manually retyped 
text is not plagiarized only when all of the following three conditions are true: 1) the pasted 
text is surrounded by quotation marks or set off as a block quote, and 2) the pasted text is 
attributed in your text to its author and its source (e.g., “As Jane Smith writes on her 
blog...“), and 3) the pasted text is cited in a footnote, endnote, and/or a bibliography (e.g., 

http://ods.gmu.edu/
http://oai.gmu.edu/honor-code/
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“Smith, Jane. Smith Stuff. Blog. Available http://smithstuff.wordpress.com. Accessed 
August 1, 2012.”) Conventions for copying and pasting computer code are less strict, but 
even when you copy and paste code, if you can identify the actual individual who wrote the 
code, you should give the coder’s name and the source of the code in a code comment. If 
you find and use images, audio, or video on the web, you should also cite the creator (if 
known) and the source (at the very least) of that media file, usually in a caption as well as in a 
footnote, endnote, or bibliography. Note that reproducing someone else’s text, image, audio, 
or video file in full on your own public website may constitute copyright infringement, even 
with proper attribution. And, of course, copyright infringement is against the law. 
 
Communication: In general, the best way to get hold of me is by email; I will usually respond 
within one business day. Please be aware that I often don’t check email in the evening or on 
weekends and I spend a lot of time off the grid (in places with no connectivity), so if I don’t 
respond the same day, don’t worry. You can also tweet me any time at @EdwiredMills. I will 
usually contact you by email (gmu email account only if it involves a grade), and I too will try 
not to expect a response sooner than one business day. I’ll give you my cell number in class 
(we don’t have office phones any longer in the History Department) and you should feel free 
to call me or text me any time between 9:00 am and 8:00 pm. I get up crazy early, so I turn 
my phone off at 8:00 every night. If you text me, which is fine, be sure to identify yourself, 
because you won’t be in my contact directory and I might wonder just who you are. Also, 
privacy rules and laws dictate that I cannot send you any grade related information over text. 
 
Enrollment Status: Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment status in this (and 
every) course. Any change in that status is the responsibility of the student and must be 
made by the dates listed in the Schedule of Classes. After the last day to drop a course, 
withdrawal from the course must be approved by the Dean and will be approved only for 
nonacademic reasons. Attempting to add a class after the last day to add is all but impossible. 
Undergraduate students wishing to drop a class after the drop date may choose to exercise a 
selective withdrawal. See the Schedule of Classes for selective withdrawal procedures. 
 
Cell phone ringers: Why do I even have to say this? Please turn off your phone or set it to 
vibrate before you come to class. And if you take a call in class (it’s happened), I will penalize 
you severely in that all important class participation grade. However, I hope you’ll be 
tweeting or blogging about class during class (more on this in class) and if your phone is 
your primary access point to the Internet, then by all means use it. Just be sure you are using 
it for class purposes. Really. 
 
Laptops/Tablets: I am not one of that growing legion of professors who ban laptops or 
tablets from class (see my blog post on this). In fact, I encourage you to bring your laptop or 
tablet to class. But if you are clearly checked out (Anyone? Anyone? Bueller?) to SnapChat, 
Facebook, YouTube, AIM, Yik Yak, League of Legends, or wherever, expect me to call on 
you. A central theme of this course is being connected, so connect! 
 
Food, Drink, Tobacco: No eating in class. It’s disruptive and results in ants, roaches, and 
other critters infesting our classrooms. Drinks are fine, so long as you don’t slurp or burp 
loudly. No tobacco products of any kind. 
 

https://twitter.com/EdwiredMills
http://chssundergrad.gmu.edu/forms/withdrawal/selective
http://edwired.org/2010/03/09/i-know-lets-blame-the-students/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhiCFdWeQfA


 5 

Office Hours: I don’t hold conventional office hours. Instead, I use a scheduling app 
(YouCanBookMe.com) that shows you when I am available to meet. If the app shows me 
available, that means I’m available for booking. You don’t need to ask. Just book me. If you 
book me and your plans change, please go back to the app and delete your booking. That 
frees up the time slot for other students (and lets me know you won’t be there). 
 
Important dates 
Last day to add or drop classes without penalty: September 6 
Final drop deadline: September 30 
October 6 – Midterm examination 
October 10 – No class. Monday classes meet on Tuesday, so we don’t meet that day. 
October 18 – No class – I’m in Bucharest 
November 10 – No class – I’m in Banff 
Last day of classes: December 8 (our class, that is) 
 
Final projects due: December 9 by noon.  
Projects submitted after noon that day without a documented medical (or similarly severe) 
excuse will suffer a substantial grade penalty. No exceptions. 
 
 

Course Outline 
 
 
August 30 – September 1 – The Digital Landscape 
Course introduction to demystify information technology and help students understand the 
basics. As part of getting set up in new media for the course, we will look behind the scenes 
at how these websites and digital services are created, including basic IT concepts such as the 
client, server, hardware, software, the network and its protocols, the web and its standards, 
and newer technology such as mobile. We will continue to refer to these concepts and 
particular technologies week to week in the course. By the end of the course you should be 
able to analyze content you find online and technologies and figure out how these things are 
put together using a set of principles we develop. 
 
Read: Cohen & Rosenzweig, Digital History, Introduction, “Promises and Perils of Digital 
History”; and Vannevar Bush, “As We May Think,” The Atlantic (July 1945). 
 
Video: RSS in Plain English by CommonCraft 
 
Exercise: Go to https://reclaimhosting.com, set up your domain. Then create a blog for our 
class (if you don’t have one already) by installing WordPress on your site (from the Reclaim 
Dashboard). Not sure how to use WordPress? Go to Lynda.com through the GMU Library 
(it’s free that way) and look up some tutorials. Then, in your blog, write (and publish) a short 
bio for yourself as a “page” titled “About.” By Monday, September 5, publish your first blog 
post, (1) identifying the most important or interesting part for you in the assigned material, 
(2) explaining why that part is important or interesting, and (3) look at the list of 
parks/historic sites I’ve given you and identify three you might be interested in working on, 
and why.  
 

http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1945/07/as-we-may-think/303881/
https://www.commoncraft.com/archives/000528.html
https://reclaimhosting.com/
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Finally, send me, via email, the RSS feed for your blog. I will then aggregate all the student 
blogs into the class blog so you can read them all in once place. 
[This week is geared toward meeting IT requirements 2 & 4] 
 
September 6-8—The Underpinnings of the Web 
Read: Cohen & Rosenzweig, Digital History, ch. 2, “Getting Started: The Basic Technologies 
Behind the Web,” and Ted Nelson, “Complex information processing”; and “how the world 
came to be run by computer code.” 
Video: History of the Internet 
Text: Evolution of the Smartphone 
Exercise: By Thursday, September 8, create a blog post responding to this week’s readings 
using the HTML tab that includes the following: subheads for sections, a numbered list, an 
unnumbered list, bold and italicized words, at least one link, and at least one image. See the 
W3Schools.com HTML tutorial or the Lynda.com tutorial if you need help. In this blog 
post, choose one of the historic sites/parks you posted about last time and ask a question 
you might want to answer about that site, e.g., “Why does the World War II Memorial look 
so Stalinist in its design?” 
 
September 13-15—Digitization, Searching, and Finding 
Read: Cohen & Rosenzweig, Digital History, ch. 3, “Becoming Digital“ 
Explore: ProQuest Historical Newspapers database, available through the Mason library 
website under the databases tab (search for “ProQuest Historical Newspapers”); Archive 
Finder, also available through the Mason library website under the databases tab, and Flickr 
Commons. 
Exercise: Find one item from each of the above sources related (at least tangentially) to the 
research question you posed in your last blog post: a newspaper article or advertisement, an 
archival collection, and an image. Write a blog post describing (or including, or linking to) 
what you found and how it helped you, at least partially, answer your question. 
Additional resource: Top 20 searches on Europeana in 2015 
[IT requirement 1] 
 
September 20-22—Digital Sources With Analog Origins 
Read: Errol Morris, series on a Crimean War photograph: “Which Came First?” Parts 1, 2, 3; 
also: Morris on Photoshop, history: “Photography as a Weapon” 
Video: Jon Udell, Heavy Metal Umlaut 
Read: “Evaluating web pages” 
Exercise: Judge a Wikipedia article on a historical topic by looking at its sources, discussion, 
and history. Make at least one editorial correction to the entry that improves the entry in 
some way. This requires you to create a Wikipedia account.  
[IT requirement 1, 3] 
 
September 27-29—Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues in a Digital Age 
Read: Cohen & Rosenzweig, Digital History, ch. 7, “Owning the Past?” 
Read: Mason’s Copyright Office PowerPoint presentation, “The Basics” 
Read: How Mickey Mouse Evades the Public Domain 
Video: The Amen Break 
Exercise: Determine the ethics and legality of one of the following sites and write about it: 
1) Teachers Pay Teachers 

http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/
http://www.craigbellamy.net/2007/03/16/ted-nelson-1965-complex-information-processing-a-file-structure-for-the-complex-the-changing-and-the-indeterminate/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zxsrcdm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zxsrcdm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVTUi6wWN3M
http://pocketnow.com/2014/07/28/the-evolution-of-the-smartphone
http://www.w3schools.com/html/
http://www.lynda.com/HTML-tutorials/HTML-Essential-Training/170427-2.html
http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/
http://library.gmu.edu/
https://www.flickr.com/commons
https://www.flickr.com/commons
http://blog.europeana.eu/2015/12/2015-top-20-searches-on-europeana/
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/09/25/which-came-first-the-chicken-or-the-egg-part-one/?_r=0
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/08/11/photography-as-a-weapon/?_r=0
http://jonudell.net/udell/gems/umlaut/umlaut.html
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html
http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/
library.gmu.edu/copyright/copyrightbasics.ppt
http://priceonomics.com/how-mickey-mouse-evades-the-public-domain/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SaFTm2bcac
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
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2) Internet History Sourcebooks Project 
3) History in Photographs of the California Gold Rush 
[IT requirement 3] 
 
October 4—Securing Information 
Read: Mat Honan, “How Apple and Amazon Security Flaws Led to My Epic Hacking” and 
“How I got my Digital Life Back” 
Read: Good Security Practices 
Read: Passwords Under Assault 
Discussion: The practical problems of computer security and how one weak link 
compromises the network and all the computers connected to it. We will discuss what 
informed users can do to protect against this. 
Exercise: Evaluate your own computer security practices. Write about them in your blog 
without telling the world how to hack you. 
Additional Resource: Timothy Boostrom is not Real 
[IT requirement 5] 
 
October 6 – Midterm. Bring a blue book. 
 
 * October 11 – No class. Monday classes meet on Tuesday * 
 
October 13—Tools and Services 
Readings: Familiarize yourself with some of the tools we will be using in the second half of 
the class by trying them out and reading their help documentation. These include: 
Google Docs (Spreadsheets, Presentations, Charts) Tutorials 
Google Chart Wizard 
Google MyMaps 
 
Exercise: Using MyMaps, create a simple map with at least three pins of your favorite places 
on the Mason campus. Post it to your blog. 
 
Additional Resource: Everything you need to know about GoogleDrive 
 
 * October 18 – No class. I’m in Romania * 
 
October 20—Maps, Spatial Analysis & History 
Read: Will Thomas and Edward Ayers, “The Difference Slavery Made: A Close Analysis of 
Two American Communities,”  
Explore: Hypercities, PhilaPlace, Cleveland Cultural Gardens, New Orleans Historical, 
LookBackMaps, History Pin 
Exercise: Create a historical map of your site/park involving data, images, or video using 
MyMaps. Post it in your blog.  
 
Some links to get you started: 
“My Maps”; KML Guide; and from Lynda.com 
New York Public Library historical maps 
Overlaying a historical map on Google Earth 
David Rumsey Historical Maps Collection 

http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/index.asp
http://www.historichwy49.com/hisphotos.html
http://www.wired.com/2012/08/apple-amazon-mat-honan-hacking/all/
http://www.wired.com/2012/08/mat-honan-data-recovery/all/
http://itsecurity.gmu.edu/resources/practices.cfm
http://arstechnica.com/security/2012/08/passwords-under-assault/
https://medium.com/@cogdog/timothy-boostrom-is-not-real-28a2f57c37f4
http://www.lynda.com/Google-Apps-tutorials/Google-Drive-Essential-Training/371931-2.html
http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/AHR/
http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/AHR/
http://www.hypercities.com/
http://www.philaplace.org/
http://culturalgardens.org/
http://www.neworleanshistorical.org/
http://www.lookbackmaps.net/index.php#lat=NaN|lng=NaN|zoom=13|checked=2,5,6,7,8|type=1
https://www.historypin.org/
https://support.google.com/maps/answer/3045850?hl=en
https://support.google.com/earth/answer/148118?hl=en
http://www.lynda.com/ArcGIS-tutorials/Google-Maps-options-map-development/162136/186923-4.html
http://www.nypl.org/node/165254
https://support.google.com/earth/answer/148099?hl=en
http://www.davidrumsey.com/
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Maps from the Library of Congress 
[IT requirements 1, 2, & 4] 
 
October 25-27—Databases and Statistics 
Read at least two Feltron reports and Whitney Erin Boesel, “Data Occupations.” Write 
something about what it’s like to be quantified. 
Video: The Mathematics of History 
Exercise: Learn how to use Google Charts well and create at least one chart using historical 
data. Post it in your blog.  
The Daytum personal data recorder and visualizer can help you quantify your life even more 
than a wrist-based step counter.  
 
November 1-3—The Visual Communication of Information 
Read: Edward Tufte, “PowerPoint is Evil” and Peter Norvig, “The Gettysburg PowerPoint 
Presentation” 
Explore: Many Eyes 
Exercise: Using the slideware program of your choice, create a three-slide presentation on a 
moment in history. You are limited to three slides because a good presentation should be 
concise even as it is visually rich. 
Additional Visuals: “The dismal demise of Luke Skywalker and Princess Leia in one 
stargazing infographic.”  
75 Years of Refugee Crises 
[IT requirements 2 & 4] 
 
November 8— Data Mining and Text Mining 
Read: Cohen, “From Babel to Knowledge: Data Mining Large Digital Collections” and the 
poster: “A Gentle Introduction to Historical Data Analysis,” by Fred Gibbs 
Explore: Google Ngram Viewer 
Explore: America’s Public Bible 
Explore: Old Bailey Online 
Exercise: Create a chart using the Google Ngram Viewer and post it to your blog. Then 
create a second chart with Voyant using a historical text of your choice. Explain how each 
chart illustrates a something worth knowing about the past. Be sure to include any caveats 
about using the charts. Post them to your blog. 
Something to think about: All Stories Are the Same 
Want to know more? Try out topic modeling with Mallet 
[IT requirement 1 & 2] 
 
 * November 10 – No Class. I’m in Banff at a conference * 
 
November 15-17—Data Mining (cont’d) and the Sustainability of Digital Information 
Read: Roy Rosenzweig, “Scarcity or Abundance? Preserving the Past in a Digital Era” 
Explore: “Born digital” archives: April 16 Archive, George Mason Basketball Digital 
Archive, Hurricane Digital Memory Bank, September 11 Digital Archive 
Read: Digital Preservation Guide from the Library of Congress 
Write: Write a sustainability plan for your project.  
[IT requirement 1, 2, & 3] 
 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/
http://feltron.com/
http://thenewinquiry.com/essays/data-occupations/
https://www.ted.com/talks/jean_baptiste_michel_the_mathematics_of_history
http://daytum.com/
http://archive.wired.com/wired/archive/11.09/ppt2.html
http://norvig.com/Gettysburg/
http://norvig.com/Gettysburg/
http://www-969.ibm.com/software/analytics/manyeyes/#/
http://econ.st/1SZk6EA
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/historical-migrant-crisis/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a%3Ahomepage%2Fstory
http://www.dlib.org/dlib/march06/cohen/03cohen.html
http://fredgibbs.net/extras/text-mining-digital-poster/
https://books.google.com/ngrams
http://americaspublicbible.org/
http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
https://voyant-tools.org/
http://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2016/01/into-the-woods-excerpt/421566/?utm_source=SFTwitter
http://mallet.cs.umass.edu/topics.php
http://chnm.gmu.edu/essays-on-history-new-media/essays/?essayid=6
http://www.april16archive.org/
http://hoops.gmu.edu/
http://hoops.gmu.edu/
http://hurricanearchive.org/
http://911archive.org/
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/about/
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November 22—The Art of Programming 
Video: Intro to Scratch 
Read: Scratch Getting Started Guide 
Download and explore: Scratch. Code something historical and write about it. 
Exercise: Solve the Blockly maze 
Already know how to code? Code something historical a post the example in your blog. 
 
November 29-December 1—In Class Work Sessions on Final Projects 
 
December 6-8—In Class Work Sessions on Final Projects 
 
Final projects should be submitted via email to me no later than noon on December 9. 
Projects submitted after that day/time will be late and graded down severely.  
 
 

Appendix A 
History 390, Final Project 

Due via email by 12:00, December 9 
 
In this course we are going to spend a lot of time working with various digital tools and 
thinking about issues (legal, ethical, technical, financial) that these tools bring to the fore. 
Now you are going to get to use what you’ve learned to create a final product. 
 
The goal of this project is to examine one aspect of the history of one of the following area 
national or state parks: 
 
Mount Vernon 
Gunston Hall (not really a national park, but that’s ok) 
Prince William Forest Park 
Manassas National Battlefield Park 
Shenandoah National Park 
MLK Memorial (in DC) 
World War II Memorial (in DC) 
Harpers Ferry National Historic Park (West Virginia…about 1.5 hours west of Mason) 
Pope-Leighey House (also not a national park, but so what) 
Sky Meadows State Park (Paris, VA…about 1 hour west of Mason) 
 
Your examination of some aspect of the history of one of these parks will require you to go 
to that place and examine it in the analog world. Some of these parks can only be reached 
with a car, others can be reached via public transportation, so if you don’t have access to a 
car, pick one of the public transportation accessible parks, or con/bribe a friend into driving 
you. Oh, and while you’re there, take some pictures, at least one of which includes you in a 
clearly identifiable part of the park so I know you were actually there. No PhotoShopping 
yourself into the picture. Seriously. I’ll notice. Someone tried it last year. She received an F. 
 
In addition to visiting your park in the analog world, you will create a portfolio of digital 
products (maps, charts, visualizations, text) that is clear, easy to read/follow, and compelling. 
And this portfolio of digital products must make some sort of historical argument about 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ywG6lv9mFLI
scratch.mit.edu/scratchr2/.../Getting-Started-Guide-Scratch2.pdf
http://scratch.mit.edu/
https://blockly-games.appspot.com/maze
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some aspect of the history of your park. You must also discuss how questions of 
environmental and historical sustainability are part of the story of this park. It make take 
some research, including asking people at the park, to find out how sustainability is part of 
the story—the parks aren’t always so clear about this issue. 
 
Because there are many more people in the class than there are parks, many of you will be 
working on the same park. Feel free to work together, with this proviso – you must produce 
different projects on different historical questions.  
 
Every final project must include each of the following: 
 

1. Two or more interactive maps showing substantive geographical data or other 
geospatial elements related to your topic. 

2. Two or more interactive graphs, charts, or other visualizations that tell a story with 
data about your topic. These must be charts/visualizations that you make not 
charts/visualizations you find elsewhere and use. 

3. Two or more interactive analyses of texts related to your topic using text mining 
tools. 

4. The equivalent of three double-spaced pages of text, i.e., 750+ words. This text 
should consist of a historical argument supported by or commenting on your digital 
materials and putting them into historical context, as well as a plan for the security 
and preservation of your project over time. This written portion of the project must 
be posted on your website. This text does not need to be in the form of an essay! 
Write short. 

 
All the claims you make in this portfolio of products should be supported with properly 
attributed evidence. As you are compiling everything, think carefully about your audience 
(not me, some hypothetical audience out there on the web) and ask yourself if they can make 
sense of the argument you are making via the materials you have created? If the answer is 
no, think harder about what you are going to create and eventually turn in. 
 
You should post all items on your website and email me the link when the project is posted. 
Before you do, think about the design—the look and feel. Is it pleasing to look at? Is it easy 
to navigate? If the answer is no, then get back to work. Not sure? Ask a friend to look it over 
for you. 
 
I am more than happy to look at early drafts of your work. Just don’t write to me with 36 
hours to go and expect that I can rescue you from a bad case of procrastination. This is not, 
repeat, not, a project you can whip together in the last day or two before it’s due. If you 
want feedback, you need to give me time to examine, think about, and comment on your 
work. 
 
Finally, any project that uses the default template pre-installed with WordPress by Reclaim 
Hosting will receive an automatic grade reduction of one full letter grade. That template is 
ugly and is not user friendly. Using it is simply lazy. Just don’t. Really. 

http://training.npr.org/digital/how-to-write-short/

