Industrial Organization and Public Policy 11 (Econ 846-001)

Prof. Alex Tabarrok
Carow Hall

Email: tabarrok@gmu.edu
Tel: 703-993-2314

Web Page: http://mason.gmu.edu/~atabarro/

Office Hours: If you are on the Fairfax campus, feel free to drop by any time or call
for an appointment. Email is a good way to contact me. All students should
periodically check their GMU email account for important information.

Office Hours: T-Thr: 10-12, 2-4

Textbooks: Carlton and Perloff’s Modern_Industrial Organizationis the best
undergraduate 10 book and Jean Tirole’s The Theory of Industrial Organization (MIT Press) is
the best graduate book, albeit now quite dated. | recommend both books, especially if you will
write the 10 prelim. Paul Klemperer’s book Auctions: Theory and Practice is a very nice
introduction to the topic — note, however, that most of the papers in the book are available online
if you want to save some money. Also, although I will be dipping into all books, some subjects
that I will cover are not covered in either and I do not follow either book systematically. The
books are recommended - you may choose not to purchase and instead work from articles and
class notes.
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Grading: The largest share of your grade will be determined by a paper. Ideally,
the paper will serve as a draft for a dissertation chapter and eventually a
publication. I am looking for a 10-20 page, well-written theory or empirical paper in
0. You may work in a group of two or at most three but note that you cannot all
have the same dissertation chapter! Papers are due last day of class — no
exceptions. You are encouraged to think about topics early and see me for some
possible guidance.

You will also be required to make a 15 minute class presentation on the subject
of your paper.

10 Paper 35%
Presentation 10%

Homework 25%
MidTerm/Final 30%

My personal grading scale is as follows. Note that sometimes the university does
not allow certain grades such as Ds — in which case you will receive the next highest
grade below D. Plus-Minuses for B through D grades, where allowed by university
policy, will occur at the upper and lower 2.5% level. For example, 70-72.49 will be B-
, 12.5-77.49 B, 77.5-79.9 B+ and so forth.

A+: 90%+
A: 85-89%
A-: 80-84%
. 70-79%
60-69%
50-59%
50% -

noow

Disability Policy: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic
accommodations, please see me and contact the disability Resource Center (DRC) at
703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Topics:

Review of Monopoly



Tirole, 65-69
CP, 87-105

Price Discrimination

Tirole, chapter 3
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Monopoly, Product Quality and Durability, Coase Conjecture
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Quiality Discrimination
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Auctions

Klemperer, Paul. 2000. Auction Theory: A Guide to the Literature. Introductory
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Quasi-Hyperbolic Discounting
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