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Welcome to an academic journey back to the origins of Christianity and through the centuries 
to the present era. 
 
This upper-level undergraduate course will attempt the nearly impossible: an exploration of two 
millennia of Christian history from its roots in ancient Judea to its expansion around the globe. 
While also attending to the institutional and aesthetic dimensions of Christianity in historical 
perspective, we shall read together and discuss two or more primary historical sources for each 
of sixteen THEMEs during the semester to illustrate key, mostly binary theological, 
ecclesiological, ethical, missionary, cultural, and social topics that characterize specific eras, 
places, people, and enduring concerns in the history of Christianity. Our scope will include not 
only the Middle East, Europe, and North America, but also Africa & Asia (with a quick look at 
the first functioning churches in Antarctica!).  
 
Additional resources for comparison during class sessions for each THEME will include clips 
from Hollywood (and other) films that purport to reflect events, persons, and themes in the 
history of Christianity. Students will (1) assist the professor in leading one class discussion 
during the semester, (2) write seven short (3-page) analytical reflections on the primary source 
readings before the designated full class discussions on the week’s theme(s), (3) submit a 9 to 10-
page integrative take-home / open-book / open-notes final essay on either of two 
comprehensive questions in the global history of Christianity in lieu of an in-class final exam 
during final exam week, and, of course, (4) engage in informed, lively, intellectually stimulating 
class discussions throughout the semester.  
 
REQUIRED BOOKS FOR PURCHASE: 

Philip Jenkins. The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity. 3rd edition. Oxford 
University Press (September 13, 2011) [368 pp.] ISBN-13: 978-0199767465. GMU Bookstore: 
$26.99 new / $20.24 used or $22.41 new: https://www.amazon.com/Next-Christendom-
Coming-Global-Christianity/dp/0199767467 
 
St. Augustine of Hippo, Confessions ((Oxford World's Classics: A New Translation by Henry 
Chadwick). Oxford U. Press, 1992 [Books I, II, VIII, IX only: pp. 3-34, 133-178]. ISBN 
13: 9780192833723. GMU Bookstore: $7.95 new / $5.96 used or available USED for $4.35 - 
$4.81 with free shipping at 
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?isbn=9780192833723&n=100121503&cm
_sp=mbc-_-ISBN-_-used 
   
St. Athanasios the Great, Life of St. Antony the Great. Translated by Philip Schaff and Henry 
Wace. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform (August 3, 2016) [50 pp.] ISBN-13: 978-
1536859249. GMU Bookstore: $8.90 new / $6.68 used or $5.98 new: 
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-
Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375
&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-
1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029
%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%/2C0813213096%2CB00

https://www.amazon.com/Next-Christendom-Coming-Global-Christianity/dp/0199767467
https://www.amazon.com/Next-Christendom-Coming-Global-Christianity/dp/0199767467
https://www.abebooks.com/products/isbn/9780192833723?cm_sp=bdp-_-ISBN13-_-PLP
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?isbn=9780192833723&n=100121503&cm_sp=mbc-_-ISBN-_-used
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?isbn=9780192833723&n=100121503&cm_sp=mbc-_-ISBN-_-used
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%25/2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%25/2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%25/2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%25/2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%25/2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
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0K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD
4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK 
 
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED READINGS: 
 
Required reading for most of the sixteen THEMES will also include two (sometimes three) 
shorter primary sources and student handouts distributed by the professor or posted on the 
Course Content page of our course website on Blackboard. See the CLASS SCHEDULE in 
Appendix 1 below. The list of required readings for each THEME may appear daunting: some 
THEMES require as many as six or seven specific texts. However, the average number of 
pages for each of the sixteen THEMES is only 47 pages. That translates to an average of only 
53 pages-per-week for the fourteen weeks of scheduled classes—a rather light load for a 300-
level undergraduate course. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS & FINAL GRADE COMPONENTS: 

1. Active, informed class participation and faithful attendance [25% of final grade] 

This on-campus course is designed as a combination of lectures, written assignments, and class 
discussions. Informed, active, enthusiastic participation in each class session, stimulated by 
Socratic questioning by your professor for each of the sixteen themes is vital. This is one time 
when the student will truly get out of a course what he or she is willing to put into it. Three 
unexcused absences from the class sessions scheduled twice each week will automatically result 
in a lowering of the class participation grade for the course by a third of a grade (e.g., from A to 
A- or from B+ to B); multiple unexcused absences will reduce that grade further. Three tardy 
arrivals at class sessions are equivalent to one unexcused absence. Multiple tardy arrivals will 
compound the penalty accordingly. Each student’s parents, some unknown benefactor, the U.S. 
government (via scholarships, grants, and /or student loans), or the student are not paying 
good tuition money for the student to squander valuable class time! 

2.   Collaborate with the professor as a “teaching assistant” for one class session during the semester [15% of 
final grade]      

A week before a student volunteers (on a first-come first-served basis: see the dates in section 3 
below) or is assigned to assist the professor with one of the class sessions on themes 3 through 
15, the student will confer with the professor to determine what he or she may contribute to 
that class discussion. That service may entail, for example, leading half of the class session by 
offering his or her own organized thoughts at length on the reading(s), engaging in a question 
& answer discussion with the class, and / or presenting appropriate Hollywood film clips to 
illustrate aspects of the weekly theme and stimulate class discussion. See the THEMES and 
dates in the next section for opportunities.  

3.   Seven brief reflection /analysis essays on one or more of the primary sources for the sixteen themes  
[35% of final grade] 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%25/2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%25/2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
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Each student will write a 3-page essay for any seven of themes 3 to 7 and 9 to 15 in the course 
and the designated primary source or sources for those themes (including the class for which 
the student serves as the “teaching assistant”). These essays must be submitted to the professor 
in Word via email attachment and in hardcopy before the class session when we shall discuss 
the assigned primary sources (either Thursday or Tuesday—see the Class Schedule below). 
Each essay should (1) explain how the content of the assigned primary source(s) reflect the  
theme reflect for that week, (2) summarize SUCCINCTLY the main argument of the author(s) 
and, if two or more primary sources are included, compare the arguments of the respective 
authors, and (3) offer your own assessment of those arguments from both religious and 
historical perspectives. This assignment will test your ability not only to discern what renowned 
Christians have contributed to the historical development of Christianity around the world but 
also to focus as a laser on the main points instead of extraneous matters. 

After the first two class sessions and themes during the initial introductory week, we shall 
explore fourteen additional themes through the end of the semester. There are twenty-two 
possible texts for each student’s seven essays. See the full Class Schedule in Appendix 1 below 
for specific details pertaining to the authors and works. Below are the opportunities for student 
reflection / analysis essays and “teaching assistant” opportunities for each theme (including due 
dates). NOTE: Students may not submit a 3-page essay for the same primary source for which 
that student serves as “Student Teaching Assistant (STA). 

THEME 3: Acts of the Apostles (New Testament of the Bible) [Thursday, Jan. 25] 

THEME 4: Ep. to Diognetus [Thursday, Feb. 1] / OR / St. Cyprian, Unity of the Church [Thursday, 
Feb. 1] 

THEME 5: St. Athanasios, Life of St. Antony [Tuesday, Feb. 6] / OR /St. Augustine, Confessions 
[Thursday, Feb. 8] 

THEME 6: St. Gregory of Nyssa, On Not Three Gods [Tuesday, Feb. 13] / OR / Pope St. Leo I, 
Tome, AND the Definition of Faith of the Council of Chalcedon [Thursday, Feb. 15] 

THEME 7: Life of St. Anskar AND Primary Chronicle of Rus’ [Thursday, Feb. 22] 

THEME 8: [No primary sources for reflection and analysis in advance] [Tuesday, Feb. 27] 

THEME 9: St. Photios, Patriarch of Constantinople, The Mystagogy of the Holy Spirit, AND Papal 
Bull of Excommunication [Thursday, Feb. 29] / OR / Six short primary sources for First and 
Fourth Crusades (Pope Urban II’s speech at Clermont, Nicetas Choniates, Pope Innocent III) 
[Tuesday, March 12] 

THEME 10: Francis of Assisi, Canticle of the Sun & First Rule of the Friars Minor [Thursday, March 
14] / OR / Thomas Aquinas, The Summa Theologica, Sections I-I.2 and I-II.18 [Tuesday, March 
19] 
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THEME 11: Martin Luther, The Freedom of a Christian [Thursday, March 21] / OR Andreas von 
Karlstadt, On the Removal of Idols AND Westminster Confession excerpt AND Sir Thomas 
Gresham, “Eye-witness Account of Image-breaking at Antwerp, 21 August 1566” (for 
reflection / analysis essay, but not for the student “teaching assistant” option [Thursday, March 
21]) / OR / Galileo Galilei, Letter to the Grand Duchess Christina of Tuscany [Tuesday, March 26])] 

THEME 12: Bartolomé de las Casas, In Defense of the Indians AND Francis Xavier, “Letter from 
India, to the Society of Jesus at Rome” [Tuesday, April 2] 

THEME 13: Jonathan Edwards, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God [Thursday, April 4] / OR / 
John Wesley, A Plain Account of Christian Perfection [Tuesday, April 9] 

THEME 14: Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Live Not by Lies, A World Split Apart, and Men Have 
Forgotten God (1973). [Tuesday, April 16] 

THEME 15: Martin Luther King, Jr, “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” I Have a Dream” 
speech, and “I’ve Been to the Mountain Top” speech [Thursday, April 18] / OR / A. Hauge, 
“Feminist Theology as Critique and Renewal of Theology,” AND Rosemary Radford Ruether, 
“Sexism and Misogyny in the Christian Tradition: Liberating Alternatives, “OR Jennifer 
Ferrara, “Ordaining Women,” First Things (April 2003) AND Alexander F.C. Webster, “Icons 
of the Nuclear Family.” [Tuesday, April 23] 

2. Final Integrative Essay [25% of final grade] 

For this take-home, open-book, open-notes essay (10 full pages plus endnotes / references 
in an additional page) in lieu of a final exam the student will reflect on the themes and 
readings during the course and write an essay in response to either of two essay questions by 
the professor. In contrast to the seven brief reflection /analysis essays that require analysis of 
one or more primary sources in detail, this grade component requires that you synthesize all 
that you have learned about the global history of Christianity during this course and write an 
integrative essay that explores either of two “meta-themes” in a coherent, compelling essay. 
The two essay questions will not repeat any of the sixteen weekly themes during the course but 
rather propose two sweeping patterns and trends that characterize the two millennia of 
Christian experience from the “birth” of Christianity in first century Judea to its expansion as 
the most populous religion in the world today. I expect each final essay to discuss in some way 
twelve to fifteen of the primary text authors and their texts. 

[Due as a Word attachment in an email to the professor due during final exam week no later 
than 1:30 pm on Thursday, May 2.]   

[NOTE: In view of the variety of graded components, including the take-home final essay, 
there will be no “extra credit” opportunities in this course.] 
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PEDAGOGICAL POLIwatchCIES AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:  

1. Preparation in advance: Students should expect to spend approximately 7 hours each 
week preparing for the two class sessions by completing all assigned readings (including books, 
primary sources, and secondary materials available online on the Course Content page of 
the course Blackboard website or distributed in advance by the professor and / or and 
completing written assignments by the deadlines indicated above.  

 2. What I expect from you:   

• Attend all scheduled class sessions on time and remain for the entire class session.  
• Do your own work with integrity and DO NOT cheat or plagiarize (see Section 7 

below).    
• Care more about learning than grades. (Good grades will come with serious preparation 

and learning.)  
• Respect the opinions of fellow students and your professor, whether you agree or 

disagree, but do not hesitate to offer your own thoughts or opinions during our class 
discussion sessions. This course is an OPEN FORUM OF IDEAS. As an esteemed 
professor at my undergraduate alma mater was fond of saying, a genuine college 
classroom entails the “equality of the entrance” of any idea or opinion into the 
discussion, but the “meritocracy of the exit” of those ideas. In other words, all opinions 
are welcome, including your professor’s when appropriate, but that does not mandate 
personal agreement with any of them! And yet we must always be civil (and civilized) 
toward one another.   

3. Technological skills:  Internet, e-mail, and computers:  

• Use of the Internet is ESSENTIAL to access the course Blackboard website and other 
resources and to receive and send emails.  

• It is also prudent to maintain e-mail communication with the professor, especially in 
the case of absences in advance or questions about the assignments.  Every GMU 
student is provided a GMU e-mail address. That is the address you should use for any 
communications concerning this class. You ought to check your GMU email account at 
least once daily for possible messages from your professor. (To protect your privacy 
and security, grades cannot and will not be sent to any other e-mail address).    

• Always keep a current backup copy of your work on your computer or hand-held 
device, a disk, an e-mail attachment, or a flash drive to ensure that your work does not 
vanish if you should lose your laptop computer or your computer crashes! 

• All written work is expected to be typed on a word-processor and saved electronically 
as a fail-safe back-up. Use 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spacing, and 1-inch 
margins all around; spacing between paragraphs also must be doubled-spaced (so check 
the “Paragraph” menu on your Microsoft Word to eliminate the additional 
“10 pt” spacing after paragraphs!). Also include your name, the course number, the 
date—all single spaced at the top left of the first page—and a creative essay title before 
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the first paragraph. Each page must be numbered. Use only one side of each sheet 
of paper. All assignments with one exception must be submitted in BOTH hardcopy 
and via e-mail attachment as a Word document (.doc or .docx); your professor may 
not be able to open any other formats (e.g., Google Docs). The final integrative essay 
may be submitted via email attachment alone. Also be sure to include your name on any 
hardcopy as well as your attached e-mail version. It is your responsibility to guarantee 
delivery of your hardcopy and e-mailed submissions before the beginning of the 
pertinent class session or other deadlines. If you do not receive your graded work in a 
timely manner, ask your professor if he received it. 

• If you anticipate having a problem accessing the course website or the suggested online 
resources, please let your professor know. Perhaps we together can work out a solution.  

4. Absences from class sessions: Students are responsible for any assignments, 
announcements, or materials presented during class sessions whether they are present or 
absent. Absence from class—whether excused or unexcused—does not relieve students 
from that obligation. Students should find another student in the class from whom they can 
obtain reliable notes in case of an unavoidable absence. The professor is not obliged to provide 
information to students about what they missed in class.    

5. Late submissions:  Since all assignments and deadlines are clearly indicated on the class 
schedule in APPENDIX 1 to this syllabus below, there is no excuse for handing in or 

submitting any assignment late.   

• “Late” is defined as “not received at the beginning of the class session for which the 

work is due.”    
• Late submissions (due to absence or otherwise) will be downgraded one letter grade 

for each day of tardiness—unless the circumstances are extraordinary (such as illness or 

a death in the family)—so it behooves each student to be punctual.   
• But it is still “better late than never,” so submit late assignments ASAP.  
• To avoid the penalty for late submissions due to anticipated absence, students ought 

to e-mail a written assignment to the professor before the scheduled class session or 
have someone deliver a hardcopy to the professor as a courier.  

6. Assignments not submitted will, of course, earn an “F” grade.  However, any written 
assignment (except the final integrative essay) submitted more than four (4) days late that meets 
the minimal requirements of the assignment in the specified number of pages will receive a “D” 
grade (as an act of “grace” or sheer “mercy”) instead of an “F” grade.   

7. Plagiarism will not be tolerated!    

• Plagiarism includes the use of someone’s ideas or quoted material without proper credit. 
Here is a concise but comprehensive guide from New York University: 
https://guides.nyu.edu/plagiarism. Plagiarism results from writing as few as four 
consecutive words from a published text or any source—online or print—that is not 
your own without enclosing the phrase in quotation marks and providing a short 

https://guides.nyu.edu/plagiarism
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reference in the text or as an endnote. NOTE CAREFULLY: That is a very low bar—
effectively, something as simple as a prepositional phrase and a fourth word in 
succession lifted from a source not your own! 

• Watch this entertaining but important video from Rutgers University in New Jersey: 
http://library.camden.rutgers.edu/EducationalModule/Plagiarism/whatisplagiarism.htm
l  

• Here’s another useful weblink from the Modern Language Association (MLA) that 
warns how someone may even plagiarize himself or herself (!): 
https://style.mla.org/plagiarism-and-academic-dishonesty/ 

• Here’s a news article in the New York Times concerning a failed candidate for the U.S. 
Senate from Montana who plagiarized a 14-page essay for a master’s degree at the U.S. 
Army War College as a colonel in the Montana Army National Guard:  
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/25/us/politics/plagiarism-raises-ethical-alarm-at-
military-school.html?emc=edit_cn_20140724&nl=us&nlid=56611498. That article also 
includes an “interactive graphic” that shows line-by-line how John Walsh copied 
material by other authors without any acknowledgement or citations. 

• Perhaps you heard about the forced resignation of the President of Harvard University 
(!) on January 2, 2024, following her insensitive testimony about anti-Semitism before a 
committee of the U.S. House of Representatives in Washington, D.C., and revelations 
of her flagrant plagiarism of dozens of sections of her PhD dissertation and several 
scholarly articles.  

• In this course any student caught plagiarizing from the Internet or elsewhere will receive 
a failing grade on that assignment with no recourse to appeal!  

• Any student caught plagiarizing a second time will automatically fail the course with no 
recourse to appeal!  

• One final note: during your professor’s first four semesters at GMU at least one student 
was caught plagiarizing a source in a Religious Studies course. Cheating (which is what 
plagiarism is) in a “religious” studies course is both ironic and especially disappointing! 
For your own sake, please do not become the next such student.[Fortunately, the 
professor’s last four semesters at GMU have been plagiarism-free.] 

8. Classroom etiquette: The use of cell phones or other electronic devices for texting, 
browsing, or voice mode is strictly prohibited in class—unless the professor has requested such 
“research assistance.” Phones otherwise must be off or in airplane mode and 
NOT visible. Laptops, netbooks, tablets, Ebook readers, cell phones, etc., may be 
used ONLY for reviewing or consulting assigned texts under discussion, taking notes, or 
rendering requested “research assistance.” Any social emailing, tweeting, or browsing is strictly 
prohibited. Any students caught engaging in any of those three activities will be asked to leave 
that class session immediately. 

9. Office of Disability Services: Students with a disability who require academic 
accommodations should see the professor and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) 
at (703) 993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS. The 
website is http://ods.gmu.edu. 

http://library.camden.rutgers.edu/EducationalModule/Plagiarism/whatisplagiarism.html
http://library.camden.rutgers.edu/EducationalModule/Plagiarism/whatisplagiarism.html
https://style.mla.org/plagiarism-and-academic-dishonesty/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/25/us/politics/plagiarism-raises-ethical-alarm-at-military-school.html?emc=edit_cn_20140724&nl=us&nlid=56611498
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/25/us/politics/plagiarism-raises-ethical-alarm-at-military-school.html?emc=edit_cn_20140724&nl=us&nlid=56611498
http://ods.gmu.edu/
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APPENDIX 1: Class Schedule & Required Readings 
 

THEME 1: Tues., Jan. 16 
 
*Class Session 1: A Typology of Eight Historical Methods 
 
Introduction to the course themes, syllabus, readings, and an 8-part typology of methods of historical analysis. 
 
Reading: None [Begin reading assignment for Class Session 2] 

 
THEME 2: Thurs., Jan. 18 
 
*Class Session 2: A Global Perspective—From the Present to the Past 
 
Professor Philip Jenkins provides a global keynote for understanding Christianity in the past and present, 
particularly how changing demographics and the vicissitudes of historical change are gradually but significantly 
shifting the historic center of gravity for Christians from Europe and North America to what he terms the 
“global south.” 
 
Reading: Philip Jenkins. The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity [book for purchase: 
pp. xi-xiii (Preface) and 1-44 for this week.] 
 
 
THEME 3: Tues., Jan. 23, & Thurs., Jan. 25 
 
*Class Sessions 3 & 4: Jews and Gentiles  
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Jesus of Nazareth establishes the Church through the apostles and disciples; focus on Church in 1st century AD 
Christianity—from Daughter of Zion to Mother of Christian Civilization; St. Luke the Evangelist and 
historian; the book of Acts of the Apostles in the New Testament as a work of history and theology; the Old 
Testament canon—Jews vs. the Church(es) 
 
Readings:  
 
The Acts of the Apostles (New Testament) [entire—any edition but RSV preferred] 
  
[Short selections from ancient Hebrew and modern Jewish sources—6-page student handout] 
 
 
THEME 4: Tues., Jan. 30, & Thurs., Feb. 1 
 
*Class Sessions 5 & 6: Church & World  
 
How the early Church endured and witnessed to the Roman Empire from the 1st to the 4th centuries and finally 
won recognition by a Roman Emperor;  focus on Roman persecutions of Christians, one early second century 
writer’s extraordinary appeal to Caesar, the unity of the Church at risk from schism and heresy, and the Edict 
of Milan in AD 313. 
 
Readings: 
  
[7-page student handout re persecution of ancient Christians by Roman emperors] 
 
(Anonymous) Epistle of Diognetus  
[in Early Christian Fathers, translated by Cyril C. Richardson (Macmillan Pub Co. Inc., NY, 1970: 
online version: https://biblehub.com/library/richardson/early_christian_fathers/the_so-
called_letter_to_diognetus.htm (online: equivalent to 12 pp. printed)] 
 
St. Cyprian of Carthage, On the Unity of the Church  
https://ia800205.us.archive.org/30/items/TheUnityOfTheChurchByStCyprianOfCarthage/Cy
prian_The_Unity_Of_The_Church.pdf (online: equivalent to 31 pp printed) 
 
Edit of Toleration by Roman Emperor Galerius (AD 311) and The Edict of Milan by Roman 
Emperors Constantine & Licinius (AD 313): 
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/edict-milan.asp (3-page student handout) 
 
 
THEME 5: Tues., Feb. 6, & Thurs., Feb. 8 
 
*Class Sessions 7 & 8: Hagiography & Spiritual Autobiography  
 
Ancient Christian texts about venerated martyrs (martyria) and other lives of the saints (vitae); Church 
embraces both “empire” and “desert”; focus on two very prominent saints of the early Church: St. Antony the 

https://biblehub.com/library/richardson/early_christian_fathers/the_so-called_letter_to_diognetus.htm
https://biblehub.com/library/richardson/early_christian_fathers/the_so-called_letter_to_diognetus.htm
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/edict-milan.asp
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Great, founder of monasticism in Egypt, and St. Augustine of Hippo, bishop in North Africa and author of 
the world’s first autobiography. 
 
Readings:  
 
St. Athanasios the Great, Life of St. Antony the Great (book for purchase: 45 pp.): 
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-
Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375
&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-
1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029
%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%2C0813213096%2CB000
K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4
YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK 
 
St. Augustine of Hippo, Confessions (A New Translation by Henry Chadwick). Oxford U. Press, 
1992 [Books I, II, VIII, IX only: pp. 3-34, 133-178] (book for purchase--available USED for $4 to 
$8 from 
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?isbn=9780192833723&n=100121503&cm
_sp=mbc-_-ISBN-_-used) 
 
 
THEME 6: Tues., Feb. 13, & Thurs., Feb. 15 
 
*Class Sessions 9 & 10: Trinity & Christ: Fundamental Ecumenical Dogmas    
 
By the 4th century AD and the new religious liberty of Christians in the Roman Empire to practice their faith 
without persecution, the proliferation of persistent theological and spiritual sects (“heresies” and “schisms”) leads  
to the Seven Ecumenical Councils held in the Byzantine Empire from AD 325 to 787, which refine and 
streamline Christian teachings and practices through the universal Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed and other 
theological formulations focused primarily on the dogma of God as Holy Trinity and the dogma of Jesus Christ 
as “true God and true man.”  
 
Readings:  
 
Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed (AD 325 – 381) [Greek & English: 1-page student handout] 
 
St. Gregory of Nyssa, To Ablabius: On Not Three Gods 
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/2905.htm (online: equivalent to 8 pp.double-column 
printed) 
 
St. Leo I, Pope of Rome, Tome (Letter to Flavian, Archbishop of Constantinople)  
https://earlychurchtexts.com/public/leo_tome.htm (online: equivalent to 7 pp. single spaced 
printed or 12pp.double-spaced printed) 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Anthony-Egypt-Athanasius-Alexandria/dp/1536859249/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Life+of+St.+Anthony&qid=1637976375&qsid=136-3747026-0297058&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=1536859249%2C0809122952%2C0879079029%2CB00BWF3ZWW%2C1614274029%2C8825000197%2C1374321133%2C0895552884%2C1169683037%2C0813213096%2CB000K5T9PM%2C1164489437%2C089981042X%2C1296524108%2C1984224778%2CB07TJBD4YC&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?isbn=9780192833723&n=100121503&cm_sp=mbc-_-ISBN-_-used
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?isbn=9780192833723&n=100121503&cm_sp=mbc-_-ISBN-_-used
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/2905.htm
https://earlychurchtexts.com/public/leo_tome.htm
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Definition of Faith of the Council of Chalcedon AD 451 (with intro) 
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Council_of_Chalcedon (3-page student 
handout) 

 
THEME 7: Tues., Feb. 20, & Thurs. Feb. 22 
 
*Class Sessions 11-12: Church Expansion South, East, West, and North  

Evangelistic, missionary zeal propels Christians in the lands surrounding the Mediterranean Sea to bring the 
Gospel to new regions in Africa south of Ethiopia, Asia (all the way to China), and what is now northwestern 
Europe, northern Europe, and eastern Europe from the 4th to the 10th centuries. 
 
[Professor’s student handout: packet of four maps] 
 
Readings:  

“Church Unearthed in Ethiopia Rewrites the History of Christianity in Africa” (4th century) 
https://www.ias.edu/news/in-the-media/butts-ethiopia-basilica (online: equivalent to 2 pp. 
printed) 
 
“Frumentius, Phoenician Saint and Apostle of Ethiopia” (4th century)  
https://phoenicia.org/ethiopia.html# (online: equivalent to 1 page printed) 
 
African Christianity in Ethiopia:  
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/acet/hd_acet.htm (online 3-page article with first page 
in full color) 
 
The Nestorian Stelle (Stone Tablet) in China (AD 781) 
https://earlychurchhistory.org/christian-symbols/the-nestorian-stele-content/ (online: 
equivalent to 9 pp. printed) 
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/eastasia/781nestorian.asp (online: equivalent to 7 pp. 
printed) 

Pagoda of the Nestorian Ta Qin monastery (ca. AD 650) (1-page student handout in class): 
https://www.wmf.org/project/da-qin-christian-pagoda-and-
monastery#:~:text=The%20earliest%20surviving%20church%20in,and%20plaster%3B%20a%
20statue%20depicting  

Life of St. Anskar by Bishop Rimbert (Scandinavia, 9th century)  
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/basis/anskar.asp [Introduction & selected chapters: 16-page 
primary source on our BB Course Content page online] 
 
The Primary Chronicle of Rus’ (Russia ca. AD 1113) (9-page student handout) or  

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Council_of_Chalcedon
https://www.ias.edu/news/in-the-media/butts-ethiopia-basilica
https://phoenicia.org/ethiopia.html
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/acet/hd_acet.htm
https://earlychurchhistory.org/christian-symbols/the-nestorian-stele-content/
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/eastasia/781nestorian.asp
https://www.wmf.org/project/da-qin-christian-pagoda-and-monastery#:~:text=The%20earliest%20surviving%20church%20in,and%20plaster%3B%20a%20statue%20depicting
https://www.wmf.org/project/da-qin-christian-pagoda-and-monastery#:~:text=The%20earliest%20surviving%20church%20in,and%20plaster%3B%20a%20statue%20depicting
https://www.wmf.org/project/da-qin-christian-pagoda-and-monastery#:~:text=The%20earliest%20surviving%20church%20in,and%20plaster%3B%20a%20statue%20depicting
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/basis/anskar.asp
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https://www.mgh-bibliothek.de/dokumente/a/a011458.pdf (pp. 94-98, 110-113 in the text 
itself, but pp. 104-108, 120-123 in the pdf vertical column on the left of the screen) 
 
 
THEME 8: Tues., Feb. 27 
 
*Class Session 13: Sacred Art, Sculpture, and Architecture in Christianity  
 
An illustrated survey of the visual arts in Christianity from the beginning to the present, including Byzantine 
and other Orthodox icons, Renaissance sacred art and sculpture, and modern /contemporary sacred imagery; an 
illustrated survey of “sacred place” and “sacred space” including holy sites and pilgrimages, Christian places of 
worship through the centuries—house churches, the catacombs, basilicas, cathedrals (especially Byzantine & 
Gothic), Protestant town and country white wooden churches, and a Society of Friends (Quakers) meeting house.  
 
[Professor’s image presentation & student handouts—packets of diagrams, line-cut drawings, 
photographs of icons, other paintings, sculptures,  and church architecture] 
 
Readings:  

Procopius, De Aedificiis, re The Church of St. Sophia in Constantinople (ca. AD 558): 
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/procop-deaed1.asp [1-page primary source on our 
BB Course Content page online) 

St. John of Damascus, Apologia of St John of Damascus Against Those Who Decry Holy Images [1-page 
student handout from professor] 
 
Required Videos: 
 
Chartres Cathedral (UNESCO/ NHK) [2:30 mins.]: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9727p6ozlYo 
 
Amiens Cathedral (UNESCO/NHK) [2:30 mins.]: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1MjO7KkdEo 
 
“St. Patrick's Cathedral (NYC): Deconstructing History” [2:15 mins.]: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U31YsvZwwb4 
 
Aghia Sofia Cathedral in Byzantium: documentary slideshow with Dr. Steven Zucker and Dr. 
Beth Harris for Khan Academy [11 minutes]: 
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/early-europe-and-colonial-
americas/medieval-europe-islamic-world/v/hagia-sophia-istanbul 
 
“Architectural Landmark of Moscow” (St. Basil Russian Orthodox Cathedral) [4:52 mins.] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cosdWl7diPE 
 

https://www.mgh-bibliothek.de/dokumente/a/a011458.pdf
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/procop-deaed1.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9727p6ozlYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1MjO7KkdEo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U31YsvZwwb4
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/early-europe-and-colonial-americas/medieval-europe-islamic-world/v/hagia-sophia-istanbul
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/early-europe-and-colonial-americas/medieval-europe-islamic-world/v/hagia-sophia-istanbul
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cosdWl7diPE
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Protestant wooden churches in small towns & rural areas [first 2 or 3 minutes will do]: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1V7iYNBVIYA 
 
Quaker Sunday meeting in meeting house (i.e., church) in Hollywood film, “Friendly 
Persuasion” (1956) [4:35 mins.]: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KAcdKrQtWw 
 
THEME 9: Thurs., Feb. 29, & Tues., March 12 
 
*Class Sessions 14 & 15: Schism Between the Christian West and East / Crusades by and 
Against Muslims in the “Holy Land” 

In the ninth century a new theological dispute between Christian East and Christian West begins in earnest over 
the identity and source of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Holy Trinity and in the world, when St. Photios, 
Patriarch of Constantinople, objects vigorously to a unilateral Latin interpolation (“filioque”) into the Niceno-
Constantinopolitan Creed. The steady separation of the Christian East and West reaches a point of no return 
primarily over papal claims of unique authority in the Church and the “filioque” when the Pope of Rome and 
Patriarch of Constantinople excommunicate one another in AD 1054. Roman Catholic kingdoms in Europe 
and the Roman papacy yield to the temptation to use extreme, indiscriminate military force (“Deus hoc vult!” or 
“God wills this!”) during the Crusades to recover lands in the Levant and the holy city of Jerusalem in the late 
11th century previously conquered by the new theocratic expansionist Arab Muslims in the 7th century.  

[Professor’s student handout: packet of four maps] 
 
Readings:  

St. Photios, Patriarch of Constantinople, The Mystagogy of the Holy Spirit (ca. AD 880): 
http://www.myriobiblos.gr/texts/english/photios_mystagogy.html [15-page student handout: 
Sections 1-16 (pp. 69-75); Sections 19-20 (pp. 77-78); Sections 31-32 & 34 (pp. 85-85); Sections 
37-42 (pp. 86-87); Section 46 (pp. 88-89); Section 61 (p. 96)—15 pages total] 

Papal Bull of Excommunication of Patriarch Michael of Constantinople AD 1054: 
http://ercf.blogspot.com/2011/05/papal-bull-of-excommunication-to.html (online: equivalent 
to 2 pp. printed) 
 
Alexander F. C. Webster, “Between Western Crusades and Islamic ‘Crescades,’” in Jack Figel 
(ed.), Byzantine Christianity and Islam. Fairfax, VA: Eastern Christian Publications, Inc., 2002, pp. 
181-198 (11-page pdf student resource on our BB Course Content page online) 
 
Pope Urban II’s Speech at Clermont AD 1095: Three versions (plus Urban’s Letter of Instruction 
to the Crusaders in Flanders AD 1095: https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/urban2-
5vers.asp [only Fulcher of Chartres, Robert the Monk, The Gesta Version, and doc. 5: Urban’s 
own letter](online: equivalent to 4 pp printed) 
 
“Siege of Jerusalem (1099)”: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Jerusalem_(1099) 
(3-page student handout from Wikipedia!!!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1V7iYNBVIYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KAcdKrQtWw
http://www.myriobiblos.gr/texts/english/photios_mystagogy.html
http://ercf.blogspot.com/2011/05/papal-bull-of-excommunication-to.html
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/urban2-5vers.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/urban2-5vers.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Jerusalem_(1099)


15 
 

 
Nicetas Choniates: “The Sack of Constantinople AD 1204”: 
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/choniates1.asp (online: equivalent to 1 printed page) 
 
Pope Innocent III: “Reprimand of Papal Legate AD 1204”: 
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/1204innocent.asp (2-page primary source on our BB 
Course Content page online) 
 
 
SPRING BREAK, March 4 to March 10 [No classes] 
 
 
THEME 10: Thurs., March 14, & Tues., March 19 
 
*Class Session 16 & 17: Heart and Mind  
 
From its inception Christianity at its best has tried to cultivate a rich spirituality of body, mind, and spirit in 
delicate balance at all times, while avoiding undue attention to any one of the three components of human being at 
the expense of the others. Numerous prominent theologians, Church administrators, pastors, artists, and 
caregivers in all three major Christian traditions have contributed to this distinctive integral spirituality. Two 
Roman Catholic saints in the 13th century exemplify this phenomenon: Francis of Assisi is beloved for his heart-
felt mystical spirituality and Thomas Aquinas produced an extraordinary five-volume theology that reflect the 
Christian mind at its best.   
 
Readings:  
 
Francis of Assisi, Canticle of the Sun & First Rule of the Friars Minor: 
https://oll.libertyfund.org/title/assisi-the-writings-of-saint-francis-of-assisi#lf0535_head_042 
(24-page primary source on our BB Course Content page online) 
 
Thomas Aquinas, The Summa Theologica, Sections I-I.2 (“The Existence of God”): 
https://www.newadvent.org/summa/1002.htm (6-page primary source on our BB Course 
Content page online) 
and I-II.18 (“Of the Good and Evil of Human Acts, In General”):  
https://www.newadvent.org/summa/2018.htm (online: equivalent to 18 pp. printed) 
 
Fr. Steven Peter Tsichlis, “The Jesus Prayer”: https://www.goarch.org/-/the-jesus-prayer 
(or 4-page student handout on our BB Course Content page online) 
 
 
THEME 11: Thurs., March 21, & Tues. March 26  
 
*Class sessions 18-19: Faith & Science 
 

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/choniates1.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/1204innocent.asp
https://oll.libertyfund.org/title/assisi-the-writings-of-saint-francis-of-assisi#lf0535_head_042
https://www.newadvent.org/summa/1002.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/summa/2018.htm
https://www.goarch.org/-/the-jesus-prayer
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Tensions between faith and science have characterized many Christian communities since the early centuries of the 
Church and continue to provide fodder, ironically, for both anti-intellectual Christians and anti-Christian bigots 
in the present era. The advent of the modern era of Western Civilization in the 16th and 17th centuries gives rise 
to influential Christians who champion religious faith but without abandoning scholarship (Martin Luther in 
Germany) or endeavor to integrate the modern science of astronomy with a Christian understanding of God and 
the universe (Galileo Galilei). The Protestant Reformation that Luther launched also brought a resurgence of 
“iconoclasm” to Christianity in Western Europe, an extreme exercise of faith that rejected aesthetics as a worthy 
Christian endeavor and the arts as manifestations of the holy.    
 
Readings:  
 
Martin Luther, The Freedom of a Christian (1520)  
https://www.elca500.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Freedom-of-a-Christian_final-
proof_3.17.20201.pdf [online pdf: equivalent to 36 pp. printed] 

Andreas Bodenstein von Karlstadt, On the Removal of Idols (1522): https://ghdi.ghi-
dc.org/pdf/eng/Doc.40-ENG-AndreasBodenstein_eng.pdf [online primary source 17 pp. pdf] 

Sir Thomas Gresham, “Eye-witness Account of Image-breaking at Antwerp, 21 August 1566”: 
https://dutchrevolt.leiden.edu/english/sources/Pages/15660721.aspx [and two shorter 
documents] (4-page primary sources available on our BB Course Content page)] 
 
“Great Scientists Who Were Committed Christians” [5-page secondary source available on our 
BB Course Content page] 
 
Galileo Galilei, Letter to the Grand Duchess Christina of Tuscany AD 1615 (PART ONE: 17-page 
primary source available on our BB Course Content page) (PART TWO: 8-page primary source 
available on our BB Course Content page) 
 
 
THEME 12: Thurs., March 28, & Tues., April 2 
 
*Class Session 20 & 21: Transoceanic Missions to the Americas, India, & East Asia  
 
A second great evangelistic, missionary outreach by Christians to the non-Western world begins in the 15th 
century with the new phenomenon of European exploration and colonization in the heretofore unknown Western 
Hemisphere as well as renewed missions to India and east Asia, especially Japan. Roman Catholic and 
Protestant missionaries endeavor to bring Christ to cultures not necessarily welcoming, sometimes suffering 
persecution and martyrdom on a large scale for their efforts and sometimes treating the non-Christian peoples in 
new lands shamelessly and brutally. 
 
Readings:  

https://www.elca500.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Freedom-of-a-Christian_final-proof_3.17.20201.pdf
https://www.elca500.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Freedom-of-a-Christian_final-proof_3.17.20201.pdf
https://ghdi.ghi-dc.org/pdf/eng/Doc.40-ENG-AndreasBodenstein_eng.pdf
https://ghdi.ghi-dc.org/pdf/eng/Doc.40-ENG-AndreasBodenstein_eng.pdf
https://dutchrevolt.leiden.edu/english/sources/Pages/15660721.aspx
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“History of the Catholic Church in Japan” (with illustrations in Wikipedia!!!): 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Catholic_Church_in_Japan (or 7-page student 
handout on our BB Course Content page online) 

“The Edicts of Toyotomi Hideyoshi: Excerpts from Limitation on the Propagation of 
Christianity, 1587, and Expulsion of Missionaries, 1587”:    
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/japan/tokugawa_edicts_christianity.pdf (online: equivalent to 
3 pp pdf) 
 
“The Edicts of the Tokugawa Shogunate: Excerpts from The Edict of 1635 Ordering the 
Closing of Japan: Addressed to the Joint Bugyō of Nagasaki”: 
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/japan/tokugawa_edicts_foreigners.pdf (online: equivalent to 
2 pp pdf ) 

Alexander F. C. Webster, “Columbus Overboard: His Recent Voyage Off the Flat Earth of 
Revisionist Historians,” Touchstone Magazine 34.5 (September / October 2021), 36-43 [+ reply to 
letter to the editor] (9-page double column pdf student handout on our BB Course Content 
page online) 

Bartolomé de las Casas, In Defense of the Indians (1550):  
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1418499/files/67607332/download?verifier=ejNkt4r6noCCXl
ttoW377HokKIyJjkHCJBYEE2UM&wrap=1 (online excerpt pdf: 17 pages) 
 
Francis Xavier, “Letter from India, to the Society of Jesus at Rome” (1543):  
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1543xavier1.asp (online: equivalent to 6 pages) 
 
 
THEME 13: Thurs., April 4, & Tues., April 9 

*Class Sessions 22 & 23:  Revival & Renewal 

When the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century seems, to many Protestants, ossified in the rigorous 
theological camps of the Calvinists and Lutherans, those seeking a more emotive experience of Christian faith 
and practice generate the First and Second “Great Awakenings” in Europe and North America in the mid-
18th and early 19th centuries, which stress personal spiritual revival (Jonathan Edwards) and /or spiritual & 
social renewal (John Wesley). 
 
Readings:  
 
Jonathan Edwards, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God (Sermon)  
https://ccel.org/ccel/edwards/sermons.sinners.html [12 pp. student handout on our BB 
Course Content page online] 
 
John Wesley, A Plain Account of Christian Perfection  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Catholic_Church_in_Japan
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/japan/tokugawa_edicts_christianity.pdf
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/japan/tokugawa_edicts_foreigners.pdf
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1418499/files/67607332/download?verifier=ejNkt4r6noCCXlttoW377HokKIyJjkHCJBYEE2UM&wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1418499/files/67607332/download?verifier=ejNkt4r6noCCXlttoW377HokKIyJjkHCJBYEE2UM&wrap=1
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1543xavier1.asp
https://ccel.org/ccel/edwards/sermons.sinners.html
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https://www.ccel.org/ccel/w/wesley/perfection/cache/perfection.pdf  [online 25 pages 
counting in the left vertical column display: Title, p. 5; Sec. 1-12, pp. 7-15; Sec. 15, pp. 21-22; 
Sec. 18, p. 30 last paragraph; Sec. 20, p. 36 (last Q&A) to p.37 (first 2 Q&A); Sec. 25, Q.20, 21, 
22, 25, pp. 52-53; Sec. 25, Q. 33, pp. 58-59; Sec. 25, Q. 38 (2) – (5), pp. 63-65; Sec. 26-27, pp. 
69-71; & “Brief Thoughts,” p. 72]  
 
 
THEME 14: Thurs., April 11, and Tues., April 16 

*Class Session 24 & 25:  Collaboration / Resistance in Hostile Modern Regimes: Third 
Reich in Germany & Communist Soviet Union 
 
An exploration of the agonizing dilemma of collaboration with or resistance toward hostile anti-Christian 
governments, specifically how Christians in the 20th century confront two of the most evil, atheistic, extremist,  
virulently anti-Christian political regimes in world history—namely, Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union. 
 
Readings:  

Investiture of Reichsbischof Ludwig Müller, September 23, 1933 (newsreel footage: 
https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn1003434 

“GERMANY: Reichsbischof v. Toothache,” Time Magazine, Monday, November 5, 1934:  
http://content.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009,882555,00.html [equivalent to 2-
page student handout] 

[Three excellent secondary sources including one by the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum re 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s opposition to Adolph Hitler and Third Reich (6-page student handout 
on our BB Course Content page online with link to another optional 8-page secondary source)] 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters & Papers from Prison (selected quotes in 7-page student handout on 
our BB Course Content page online) 
 
Metropolitan Sergei (Stagorodsky), “Declaration on Recognition of the Soviet Regime” (July 19, 
1927):  https://www.rocorstudies.org/2017/06/09/3098/ (online: equivalent to 4 pp. printed) 
 
Alexander F. C. Webster, The Price of Prophecy: Orthodox Churches on Peace, Freedom, and Security (2nd 
rev. ed.; Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. & Ethics & Public Policy Center, 1995 (cover and pp. 69-
75, 56-57: 7-page student handout pdf on our BB Course Content page online)  
 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn [most renowned public speeches] (29-page student handout Word document 
on our BB Course Content page online]:  
Live Not by Lies (1974) 
A World Split Apart (1978) 
Men Have Forgotten God (1973) 
 

https://www.ccel.org/ccel/w/wesley/perfection/cache/perfection.pdf
https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn1003434
http://content.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009,882555,00.html
https://www.rocorstudies.org/2017/06/09/3098/
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THEME 15: Thurs., April 18, & Tues., April 23 

*Class Session 26 & 27:  Race and Feminism in Christianity in USA Since 1960s  

 
Emergent social, political, economic, cultural, and spiritual movements since the mid-20th century have 
increasingly transformed most Christian faith groups for good or ill. The victorious U.S. civil rights movement in 
the mid-1960s has, arguably, metamorphosed into a new widespread race-consciousness in lieu of “color 
blindness,” while the “women’s rights” movement that began in earnest in the late 1960s has evolved into 
feminism, both moderate and radical. Christian faith groups are now grappling, enthusiastically or otherwise, 
with the ordination of women and the new socio-cultural frontier of “fluid” human sexuality or “gender.” The 
extraordinary legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a Baptist minister—including his two most 
memorable homiletic speeches--will help us address the “race” question, while short articles by a contemporary 
Norwegian Lutheran feminist and an ex-Lutheran woman minister who converted to Roman Catholicism will 
help us to frame the current discussion on sexuality and the churches.   
  
Readings: 
 
[Required for Thursday, April 18:] 
  
Martin Luther King, Jr., “I Have a Dream” speech in Washington, DC (August 28, 1963): 
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm  
(text and link to live audio recording 16 mins. 47 seconds) 
(or (5-page student handout on our BB Course Content page) 
(or film of live television coverage of the event: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs) 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr., “I’ve Been to the Mountain Top” speech in Memphis, TN (April 3, 
1968): https://www.afscme.org/about/history/mlk/mountaintop (7-page student handout on 
our BB Course Content page) 
 
[RECOMMENDED ONLY:] 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” (April 16, 1963): 
https://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/Letter_Birmingham.html (online: equivalent to 8 
pp. printed or 11-page student handout on our BB Course Content page online) 
 
[Required for Tuesday, April 23:] 

A. Hauge, “Feminist Theology as Critique and Renewal of Theology,” Themelios 17:3 (April 1992): 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/article/feminist-theology-as-critique-and-renewal-
of-theology/ [10-page student handout on our BB Course Content page] 
 
Jennifer Ferrara, “Ordaining Women,” First Things (April 2003) 
https://www.firstthings.com/article/2003/04/ordaining-women-two-views 

https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs
https://www.afscme.org/about/history/mlk/mountaintop
https://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/Letter_Birmingham.html
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/article/feminist-theology-as-critique-and-renewal-of-theology/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/article/feminist-theology-as-critique-and-renewal-of-theology/
https://www.firstthings.com/article/2003/04/ordaining-women-two-views
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[or 9-page student handout on our BB Course Content Page] 
 
[RECOMMENDED ONLY:] 

Rosemary Radford Ruether, “Sexism and Misogyny in the Christian Tradition: Liberating 
Alternatives.” Buddhist-Christian Studies 34 (2014): 83–94. http://www.jstor.org/stable/24801355  
[online: equivalent to 12 pp. printed] 

Alexander F. C. Webster, “Icons of the Nuclear Family,” in David C. Ford, Mary C. Ford, and 
Alfred Kentigern Siewers (eds.), Glory and Honor: Orthodox Christian Resources on Marriage. Yonkers, 
NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2016, pp. 171-182 [8-page student handout] 
 
 
THEME 16: Thurs., April 25 

*Class Session 28:  A Global Perspective—From the Present to the Future: 21st Century 
Christianity in the Global South: Asia, Africa, and Antarctica  
 
Returning to the first required reading for this course, we conclude by revisiting Professor 
Philip Jenkins’ assessment of the steady global shift of the Christian center of mass to the 
‘global south” amidst the ever-increasing secularism and “post-Christian” mentality in Western 
Civilization together with a new competition for global dominance from resurgent Islamic 
nations and movements, as well as the anti-religion Communist “Peoples Republic” of China. 
 
Readings:  
 
Philip Jenkins. The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity [pp. 211-215, 231-276] 

Pew Research Center, “Global Christianity – A Report on the Size and Distribution of the 
World’s Christian Population,” December 19, 2011: 
https://www.pewforum.org/2011/12/19/global-christianity-exec/ [10-page student handout] 

“African-initiated churches” (not by foreign missionaries):  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-initiated_church [4-page student handout] 
 
“Christianity in Asia” (today): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_Asia [Professor will     
display online chart of populations by country in class] 
 
“Religion in Antarctica”: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_Antarctica [4-page student 
handout] 
 
“List of Antarctic Churches” (with photos): 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Antarctic_churches [Professor will display online in class] 
 
 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/24801355
https://www.pewforum.org/2011/12/19/global-christianity-exec/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-initiated_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_Antarctica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Antarctic_churches
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[Final Integrative Essay due via Word attachment to an email to the professor—10 full pages plus 
endnotes / references—NO LATER THAN Thursday, May 2 at 1:30 pm. Earlier would be 
much appreciated, because Monday, April 29, to Sunday, May 5, is the Orthodox Christian 
Holy Week & Pascha (“Easter”), a very demanding time for your professor as an archpriest 
serving in retirement at a local church in Stafford, VA. Final course grades are due to the 
registrar no later than Wednesday, May 8, barely in time for the GMU Commencement on 
Thursday, May 9.] 
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APPENDIX 2: Introducing Your Professor  
  
Archpriest Alexander F. C. Webster, Ph.D, Adjunct Professor of Religious Studies at GMU since 
January 2020, earned academic degrees in History from the University of Pennsylvania (A.B., Summa 
cum Laude and Phi Beta Kappa), History & Education from Columbia University (M.A.), Theology from 
Harvard University Divinity School (M.T.S.), and Religion / Social Ethics from the University of 
Pittsburgh (Ph.D.). 
   
An archpriest in the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia, Fr. Alexander, as he is more commonly 
known, retired in August 2019 as Dean and Professor of Moral Theology Emeritus at Holy Trinity 
Seminary in Jordanville, New York. He also retired in June 2010 as a U.S. Army chaplain in the rank of 
Colonel after 25 years of service in military uniform, his last five years back on active duty primarily to 
conduct twelve month-long periodic visits to the American and Coalition troops of Eastern Orthodox 
Christian faith in the combat areas of Afghanistan and Iraq, as well as Kuwait and Qatar. Since his 
ordination to the priesthood, Fr. Alexander has also, when not serving on active military duty, pastored 
three Orthodox congregations in Pennsylvania and Virginia full-time or part-time for a total of 26 years. 
 
In addition to 54 scholarly articles & book reviews, 61 opinion-editorial articles (Wall Street Journal, 
Washington Post, Washington Times, Christian Science Monitor, to name a few), and 38 guest appearances in 
public media and academic conferences (CNN, Religious Freedom Institute, National Defense 
University, Society of Christian Ethics, to name a few), Fr. Alexander is the author of five books on 
religious ethical themes that are still available on Amazon.com and elsewhere: The Virtue of 
War: Reclaiming the Classic Christian Traditions East and West [co-authored with Dr. Darrell Cole of Drew 
University] (Salisbury, MA: Regina Orthodox Press, 2004); The Pacifist Option:  The Moral Argument 
Against War in Eastern Orthodox Theology (Lanham, MD: International Scholars Publications, Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishing Group, 1998); The Price of Prophecy: Orthodox Churches on Peace, Freedom, and Security 
(2d. rev. ed.; Grand Rapids, MI, and Washington, D.C.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company and 
Ethics and Public Policy Center, 1995); The Price of Prophecy (original edition, 1993); and a short 
monograph, The Romanian Legionary Movement: An Orthodox Christian Assessment of Anti-Semitism (Carl 
Beck Papers No.502; Pittsburgh: Russian & East European Studies Program, University of Pittsburgh, 
1986), available online at no cost: https://carlbeckpapers.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/cbp/article/view/23. 
He is also the co-editor and a chapter contributor to two additional books: Let No One Fear Death: 
Orthodox Christian Leaders Respond to the COVID-19 Challenge. Florence, AZ: Uncut Mountain Press, 

https://carlbeckpapers.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/cbp/article/view/23
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2022., co-edited with Archpriest Peter A. Heers, and available at https://www.amazon.com/Let-One-
Fear-Death-
Christian/dp/1639410074/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1197FQ0EOPPT7&keywords=Let+No+One+fear+deat
h&qid=1685490760&s=books&sprefix=let+no+one+fear+death%2Cstripbooks%2C114&sr=1-1, 
and Healing Humanity: Confronting Our Moral Crisis (Jordanville, NY: Holy Trinity Seminary Press, 2020), 
co-edited with Fr. Paul Alfred Kentigern Siewers, Associate Professor of English at Bucknell 
University, and Prof. David Ford at St. Tikhon’s Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania, and available at  
https://www.amazon.com/Healing-Humanity-Confronting-Moral-Crisis/dp/1942699298. 
 
Fr. Alexander has been married for 51 years to his wife (Matushka Kathleen M. Webster) and has four 

grown children and three grandchildren. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Let-One-Fear-Death-Christian/dp/1639410074/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1197FQ0EOPPT7&keywords=Let+No+One+fear+death&qid=1685490760&s=books&sprefix=let+no+one+fear+death%2Cstripbooks%2C114&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Let-One-Fear-Death-Christian/dp/1639410074/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1197FQ0EOPPT7&keywords=Let+No+One+fear+death&qid=1685490760&s=books&sprefix=let+no+one+fear+death%2Cstripbooks%2C114&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Let-One-Fear-Death-Christian/dp/1639410074/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1197FQ0EOPPT7&keywords=Let+No+One+fear+death&qid=1685490760&s=books&sprefix=let+no+one+fear+death%2Cstripbooks%2C114&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Let-One-Fear-Death-Christian/dp/1639410074/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1197FQ0EOPPT7&keywords=Let+No+One+fear+death&qid=1685490760&s=books&sprefix=let+no+one+fear+death%2Cstripbooks%2C114&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Healing-Humanity-Confronting-Moral-Crisis/dp/1942699298

