
Syllabus RELi 100 DL2- Distance Learning Course 

The Human Religious Experience 

Spring 2024 

Meeting place: Blackboard: Asynchronous with two Zoom meetings 
Zoom: Feb 15, Apr 18, Thursdays, 11 :00 am-12:15 pm (email the professor for alternate assignments if you cannot 
attend). 
Weekly schedule: Each week runs from Monday-Sunday, beginning on Tues, Jan 16-Weds, May 8, 2024 
Instructor: Dr. Susan E. Bond 
Email: sbond@gmu.edu 
Fulfills general education requirement in global understanding. 3 credits. 

Course Description 
According to a recent study by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life (2012), approximately six of the seven billion 
people in the world identify themselves as members of a faith tradition. Religion is a powerfu I force in the world, for good 
and for ill, and religious literacy should be a requirement for every citizen of the world. The course covers the beliefs, 
practices, festivals, and history of the major world religious traditions: Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Daoism, and Confucianism. 

Human persons answer the age-old question about the ultimate meaning of life in a variety of ways that academic 
religious study describes as (1) worshipping the powerful forces of nature (the oldest religious form), (2) seeking harmony 
(Daoism and Confucianism), (3) seeking liberation (Hinduism and Buddhism), and (4) seeking salvation with the 
expectation of encountering God both in history and at the end of history (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam). 

Since the beginning of the twentieth century and with the pace increasing in the mid-twentieth century, world religious 
traditions have been impacted by modernity in a number of interesting ways: a rise in cults and new religious movements 
paralleled by an opposing pull towards fundamentalism and orthodoxy; an increasing interest in the West in Asian 
religious practices like yoga, meditation, and acupuncture; and the rise of women as religious authority. 

Learning Outcomes 
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